
the murders in the rue morgue
worksheet answers
the murders in the rue morgue worksheet answers provide essential insights for
students and educators analyzing Edgar Allan Poe’s groundbreaking short story. This
article explores the most common questions and responses found in educational
worksheets designed to deepen comprehension of the narrative, themes, and literary
techniques within "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." By offering thorough explanations
and contextual background, the answers help clarify complex aspects such as plot
development, character analysis, and the significance of the story in the detective fiction
genre. Additionally, understanding these worksheet answers supports critical thinking and
enhances engagement with Poe’s work. This guide also addresses strategies for
approaching typical worksheet questions, making it a valuable resource for both teaching
and studying. The following sections will cover key elements including story summary,
character roles, thematic exploration, and common worksheet question formats.

Overview of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue"

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Character Analysis and Their Roles

Themes and Literary Devices

Strategies for Answering Worksheet Questions

Overview of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue"
"The Murders in the Rue Morgue," first published in 1841, is widely regarded as the first
modern detective story. Written by Edgar Allan Poe, it introduces the character C.
Auguste Dupin, a brilliant sleuth who solves a mysterious double murder in Paris. The
narrative combines elements of mystery, suspense, and rational deduction, making it a
foundational text in crime fiction. Understanding the plot and context is crucial for
accurately responding to worksheet questions about the story.

Plot Summary
The story begins with the discovery of two brutal murders in a locked room on the Rue
Morgue in Paris. Witnesses provide conflicting descriptions of the suspect, complicating
the investigation. Dupin applies his analytical skills to unravel the mystery, ultimately
revealing an unexpected perpetrator and showcasing the power of logical reasoning over
assumptions. This plot overview sets the stage for many comprehension and analysis
questions found in worksheets.



Historical and Literary Significance
Poe’s story is significant for establishing many conventions of detective fiction, including
the use of a brilliant detective, a baffling crime, red herrings, and a detailed solution
process. Worksheets often include questions about the story’s impact on literature and its
innovative narrative techniques, emphasizing its role in shaping future mystery and crime
genres.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers
Worksheets for "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" typically cover a range of question types
designed to test comprehension, analysis, and critical thinking. Below are examples of
frequently asked questions followed by detailed answers that align with educational
objectives.

Who is the narrator of the story?
The narrator is an unnamed friend of C. Auguste Dupin. He provides a first-person account
of the events and Dupin’s investigative process. Recognizing the narrator’s role helps
explain the story’s perspective and reliability, a common focus in worksheet questions.

What is the significance of the locked-room mystery?
The locked-room scenario presents an apparently impossible crime, creating suspense and
inviting readers to solve the puzzle alongside Dupin. It highlights themes of logic and
deduction, which are central to the story’s appeal and often emphasized in worksheet
discussions.

Explain the role of Dupin’s deductive reasoning in
solving the case.
Dupin’s deductive reasoning involves careful observation, elimination of improbable
explanations, and logical inference. By analyzing witness statements and physical
evidence, Dupin deduces that the murders were committed by an orangutan, not a human.
Worksheets frequently require students to detail this reasoning process, illustrating
critical thinking skills.

What are the main clues that lead to the solution?
The main clues include contradictory witness descriptions, peculiar hair found at the
crime scene, and the discovery of the unusual strength required to commit the murders.
These clues collectively point toward the orangutan, an unexpected culprit, which is a key
point in answering worksheet questions.



How does Poe create suspense in the story?
Poe uses descriptive language, pacing, and the mysterious locked-room setting to build
tension. The conflicting eyewitness accounts and the gradual revelation of facts keep
readers engaged. Worksheets often ask students to identify these techniques and explain
their effects on the story’s atmosphere.

Character Analysis and Their Roles
Understanding the characters in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is essential for
answering worksheet questions related to character motivation, development, and
function within the narrative. Below is an analysis of key characters.

C. Auguste Dupin
Dupin is a highly intelligent and observant detective who uses logic to solve mysteries. His
character represents the power of rational thought and is a prototype for many fictional
detectives. Worksheet answers often highlight his analytical approach and calm demeanor.

The Narrator
The narrator serves as Dupin’s companion and provides the reader with insights into
Dupin’s methods. He functions as a relatable figure through whom the audience
experiences the investigation, making his observations important for comprehension
questions.

Victims and Suspects
The victims are Madame L’Espanaye and her daughter, whose murders drive the plot. The
initial suspects include various men described by witnesses, but the true culprit is an
orangutan. Recognizing the roles of these characters aids in understanding plot
development and thematic elements.

Themes and Literary Devices
The story incorporates several themes and literary devices that are frequently examined in
worksheets. Identifying and explaining these elements enhances comprehension and
analytical skills.

Theme of Rationality vs. Chaos
The story contrasts rational deduction with the chaos of a seemingly inexplicable crime.
Dupin’s methodical reasoning restores order, a theme emphasized in many worksheet



questions focused on literary analysis.

Use of Irony and Surprise
Poe employs situational irony by revealing the murderer to be an orangutan, defying
reader expectations. This surprise ending is often a discussion point in worksheets,
illustrating how Poe subverts typical crime story conventions.

Symbolism
The locked room symbolizes the mystery itself, representing barriers to understanding
that must be overcome through intellect. Worksheets may ask students to interpret such
symbols and their relevance to the story’s message.

Foreshadowing
Poe uses subtle hints, such as unusual physical evidence and conflicting witness
statements, to foreshadow the story’s resolution. Recognizing foreshadowing helps
students appreciate Poe’s narrative craftsmanship.

Strategies for Answering Worksheet Questions
Effective approaches to tackling "the murders in the rue morgue worksheet answers"
include close reading, note-taking, and critical thinking. The following strategies assist
students in providing accurate and thorough responses.

Careful Reading of the Text
Paying attention to details, including character actions and descriptions, helps in
understanding complex questions. Annotating the text can facilitate quick reference
during worksheet completion.

Analyzing Question Types
Worksheets often contain factual, interpretive, and analytical questions. Differentiating
between these types allows for precise and focused answers.

Using Evidence from the Story
Supporting answers with direct quotes or specific examples from the text strengthens
responses and demonstrates comprehension.



Organizing Answers Clearly
Writing responses in structured paragraphs with clear topic sentences and explanations
ensures clarity and coherence, which is especially important for longer essay-type
questions.

Common Worksheet Question Formats

Multiple-choice questions testing factual knowledge

Short answer questions focusing on plot and character details

Essay questions analyzing themes and literary techniques

Vocabulary questions related to story language

Critical thinking prompts encouraging personal interpretation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Murders in the Rue
Morgue' worksheet?
The main theme of 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue' worksheet is to analyze the elements
of mystery and detective fiction portrayed in Edgar Allan Poe's story.

Who is the protagonist featured in 'The Murders in the
Rue Morgue' worksheet answers?
The protagonist featured is C. Auguste Dupin, the detective who solves the mystery in the
story.

What type of questions are included in 'The Murders in
the Rue Morgue' worksheet?
The worksheet includes comprehension questions, critical thinking prompts, and
vocabulary exercises related to the story.

How does the worksheet help students understand the
story’s plot?
It guides students through key plot points with questions that encourage them to



summarize events and analyze character actions.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Murders
in the Rue Morgue' worksheet answers?
The setting of Paris, specifically the Rue Morgue, is significant as it provides the backdrop
for the mysterious murders and contributes to the story’s atmosphere.

Does the worksheet include analysis of Poe’s writing
style?
Yes, the worksheet includes questions that prompt students to explore Poe’s use of
suspense, detailed descriptions, and logical reasoning.

How are students encouraged to think critically about
the story in the worksheet?
Students are asked to infer motives, analyze clues, and compare Dupin’s methods to
modern detective techniques.

Are there any vocabulary words from 'The Murders in
the Rue Morgue' included in the worksheet answers?
Yes, the worksheet highlights and explains challenging vocabulary words to enhance
students’ understanding of the text.

What is the purpose of the answer key provided with
'The Murders in the Rue Morgue' worksheet?
The answer key helps educators quickly assess student responses and ensures consistent
and accurate grading of comprehension and analysis questions.

Additional Resources
1. The Murders in the Rue Morgue by Edgar Allan Poe
This classic short story by Edgar Allan Poe is considered one of the first detective fiction
works. It follows the brilliant detective C. Auguste Dupin as he unravels the mystery
behind a brutal double murder in Paris. The story introduces analytical reasoning and
forensic science in crime-solving, setting the foundation for future detective stories.

2. The Purloined Letter by Edgar Allan Poe
Another tale featuring the detective C. Auguste Dupin, this story involves the recovery of a
stolen letter that holds dangerous secrets. Poe’s clever narrative highlights Dupin’s unique
method of thinking outside the box to solve seemingly impossible cases. It complements
the analytical style seen in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue."



3. The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
This famous Sherlock Holmes novel revolves around a legendary curse and a mysterious
death on the English moors. Holmes and Watson investigate eerie occurrences and
uncover the truth behind the so-called supernatural hound. The book is a great example of
logical deduction and forensic investigation in detective fiction.

4. The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett
A noir detective novel featuring private investigator Sam Spade, who gets entangled in a
dangerous quest for a priceless statuette. The story showcases the gritty side of crime-
solving, with complex characters and moral ambiguity. It provides a contrast to Poe’s
analytical detective by emphasizing street-smart tactics.

5. The ABC Murders by Agatha Christie
Detective Hercule Poirot faces a serial killer who taunts him with letters before each
murder, arranged alphabetically by victim names. The novel is a masterclass in suspense
and psychological deduction, highlighting Poirot’s meticulous approach to solving crimes.
It expands the genre with its focus on serial crimes and pattern recognition.

6. In the Shadow of the Rue Morgue by Loren D. Estleman
This novel pays homage to Poe’s original story, blending historical fiction with mystery. It
explores the impact of the infamous murders on Parisian society and follows a new
investigator inspired by Dupin’s methods. The book deepens the atmospheric and
intellectual appeal of the Rue Morgue setting.

7. The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco
Set in a medieval monastery, this novel combines mystery, historical fiction, and
philosophy as Brother William of Baskerville investigates a series of murders. The book is
rich in intellectual puzzles and deductive reasoning, echoing the analytical spirit of Poe’s
detective work. It offers a complex narrative that challenges readers to solve the mystery
alongside the protagonist.

8. Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn
A psychological thriller involving a reporter who returns to her hometown to cover a series
of murders of young girls. The novel explores dark family secrets and the complexities of
human psychology. Though modern and more psychological in focus, it shares themes of
murder investigation and uncovering hidden truths.

9. Death on the Nile by Agatha Christie
Detective Hercule Poirot investigates a murder aboard a luxurious cruise on the Nile
River. The story features a closed-circle mystery with intricate character interactions and
motives. It exemplifies classic detective storytelling with clever plotting and suspenseful
reveals.
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