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the most scenic drives in america 1 offer travelers breathtaking views,
diverse landscapes, and unforgettable experiences across the United States.
From coastal routes that showcase crashing ocean waves to mountain passes
winding through dense forests, these drives capture the essence of America's
natural beauty. This article explores several of the most scenic drives in
America 1, highlighting key features, notable stops, and what makes each
route unique. Whether seeking serene vistas, dramatic cliffs, or vibrant fall
foliage, these roads provide some of the best journeys for road trip
enthusiasts. The following sections detail iconic routes that represent the
best of scenic travel in the country. Explore these remarkable drives and
discover the variety of landscapes and cultural highlights they encompass.

Pacific Coast Highway: California's Coastal Gem

Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey Through the Appalachians

Going-to-the-Sun Road: Gateway to Glacier National Park

Route 100: Vermont’s Scenic Mountain Drive

e Overseas Highway: The Florida Keys Adventure

Pacific Coast Highway: California's Coastal Gem

The Pacific Coast Highway (PCH), also known as California State Route 1, is
one of the most scenic drives in America 1 that stretches along the
California coastline. This iconic highway offers panoramic views of the
Pacific Ocean, rugged cliffs, and charming seaside towns. The route extends
over 600 miles from Orange County in the south to Mendocino County in the
north, passing through key locations such as Big Sur, Monterey, and Malibu.

Big Sur: Dramatic Coastal Landscapes

Big Sur is the highlight of the Pacific Coast Highway, featuring towering
redwoods, steep cliffs, and crashing waves. Travelers can enjoy landmarks
like Bixby Creek Bridge, McWay Falls, and Pfeiffer Beach. The area is perfect
for hiking, photography, and spotting wildlife along the shore.

Monterey and Carmel-by-the-Sea

The cities of Monterey and Carmel-by-the-Sea offer a blend of cultural



experiences and natural beauty. Monterey is famous for its historic Cannery
Row and the world-renowned Monterey Bay Aquarium. Carmel’s quaint village
atmosphere and white-sand beach provide a peaceful retreat along the drive.

e Length: Approximately 600 miles
e Best time to visit: Spring through early fall

e Key attractions: Bixby Creek Bridge, Hearst Castle, Point Lobos State
Reserve

Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey Through the
Appalachians

The Blue Ridge Parkway is celebrated as one of the most scenic drives in
America 1, extending 469 miles through the Appalachian Mountains from
Virginia to North Carolina. Known as “America’s Favorite Drive,” it connects
Shenandoah National Park to Great Smoky Mountains National Park, offering
unparalleled views of rolling hills, dense forests, and vibrant fall colors.

Scenic Overlooks and Hiking Trails

Along the Blue Ridge Parkway, numerous overlooks provide sweeping vistas of
the Blue Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains. Visitors can access a variety of
hiking trails that range from easy walks to challenging backcountry routes,
allowing for immersive nature experiences that complement the drive.

Cultural and Historical Highlights

The Parkway also showcases Appalachian culture through visitor centers,
museums, and historic sites. Craft shops and local eateries offer regional
crafts and cuisine, enhancing the scenic journey with cultural richness.

e Length: 469 miles
e Best time to visit: Fall for foliage, spring for wildflowers

e Popular stops: Mabry Mill, Linville Falls, Mount Mitchell



Going-to-the-Sun Road: Gateway to Glacier
National Park

Going-to-the-Sun Road is a 50-mile highway that traverses Glacier National
Park in Montana. This drive is renowned for its dramatic alpine scenery,
including soaring peaks, glacial lakes, and deep valleys. It is often cited
as one of the most scenic drives in America 1 due to its breathtaking vistas
and challenging engineering.

Key Landmarks Along the Route

Highlights of Going-to-the-Sun Road include Logan Pass, the highest point on
the road, where visitors can access hiking trails and spot wildlife such as
mountain goats. Other notable sites include Lake McDonald, St. Mary Lake, and
the Weeping Wall, where waterfalls cascade over the cliffside onto the
roadway.

Seasonal Access and Travel Tips

The road is generally open from late June through mid-October, depending on
weather conditions. Travelers should plan ahead to navigate traffic
restrictions and enjoy the scenic pullouts safely.

e Length: 50 miles
e Best time to visit: Summer and early fall

e Notable features: Logan Pass, Weeping Wall, Hidden Lake Overlook

Route 100: Vermont’s Scenic Mountain Drive

Route 100 in Vermont is a picturesque north-south highway that runs
approximately 216 miles through the heart of the Green Mountains. This route
provides a quintessential New England driving experience, with rolling hills,
covered bridges, and vibrant autumn foliage that ranks among the best in the
United States.

Seasonal Highlights and Attractions

Route 100 is especially popular in the fall when the mountains are ablaze
with color. Along the way, travelers can explore quaint villages, visit local
farms, and enjoy outdoor activities such as hiking, skiing, and fishing,



depending on the season.

Key Towns and Landmarks

The route passes through small towns like Stowe, Waterbury, and Ludlow, each
offering unique attractions ranging from artisan shops to historic sites. The
nearby Mount Mansfield and Mount Snow ski resorts add to the appeal year-
round.

e Length: Approximately 216 miles
e Best time to visit: Fall for foliage, winter for snow sports

e Major stops: Stowe, Waterbury, Mount Mansfield

Overseas Highway: The Florida Keys Adventure

The Overseas Highway stretches 113 miles from Miami to Key West, crossing a
series of bridges and islands known as the Florida Keys. This drive is
considered one of the most scenic drives in America 1 due to its unique ocean
views, turquoise waters, and tropical ambiance.

Seven Mile Bridge and Island Hopping

The Seven Mile Bridge is a signature highlight of the Overseas Highway,
offering expansive views over clear blue waters. The route allows for stops
at various keys such as Key Largo, Marathon, and Islamorada, each with
distinct attractions including marine parks, fishing spots, and snorkeling
opportunities.

Key West: The Southernmost City

At the end of the highway, Key West presents a vibrant mix of history,
culture, and natural beauty. Visitors can explore historic sites, enjoy
lively nightlife, and relax on sandy beaches, making it a fitting culmination
to this scenic drive.

e Length: 113 miles
e Best time to visit: Winter and spring for mild weather

e Highlights: Seven Mile Bridge, John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, Key



West

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the most scenic drive in America?

One of the most scenic drives in America is the Pacific Coast Highway
(Highway 1) in California, known for its breathtaking ocean views and rugged
coastline.

Where does the Pacific Coast Highway (Highway 1)
start and end?

The Pacific Coast Highway runs along the California coast, generally from
Leggett in the north to Dana Point in the south, covering approximately 655
miles.

What are some must-see stops along the Pacific Coast
Highway?

Must-see stops include Big Sur, Monterey, Carmel-by-the-Sea, San Simeon (home
to Hearst Castle), and Santa Barbara.

When is the best time to drive along the Pacific
Coast Highway?

The best time to drive the Pacific Coast Highway is during late spring
through early fall (May to October) when the weather is mild and the chances
of fog are lower.

Are there any safety tips for driving on the most
scenic drives in America like Highway 17

Yes, drivers should watch for narrow and winding roads, drive cautiously in
foggy conditions, avoid distractions, and take breaks to enjoy the views
safely.

Can you drive the entire Pacific Coast Highway in
one day?

While it is possible to drive the entire length in one day, it is recommended
to take multiple days to fully enjoy the scenery and attractions along the
route.



What makes Highway 1 stand out among other scenic
drives in the U.S.?

Highway 1 stands out due to its dramatic coastal cliffs, diverse landscapes,
charming seaside towns, and opportunities to see wildlife like sea otters and
whales.

Are there any famous landmarks along the most scenic
drives in America?

Yes, along Highway 1, famous landmarks include the Bixby Creek Bridge, McWay
Falls in Big Sur, and Hearst Castle.

Is the Pacific Coast Highway suitable for
motorcyclists and cyclists?

Yes, the Pacific Coast Highway is popular among motorcyclists and cyclists
for its scenic views and challenging terrain, but they should be prepared for
steep climbs and variable weather.

Additional Resources

1. America’s Most Scenic Drives: 120 Spectacular Road Trips

This comprehensive guide covers some of the most breathtaking routes across
the United States, from coastal highways to mountain byways. Each drive is
detailed with practical information, including best times to visit, points of
interest, and nearby attractions. Perfect for travelers looking to explore
America’s diverse landscapes by car.

2. The Scenic Routes of America: A Road Tripper’s Guide

Discover hidden gems and iconic vistas along America’s scenic highways with
this beautifully illustrated guide. The book features detailed maps,
suggested itineraries, and insider tips for making the most of each journey.
It’s an essential companion for anyone planning a memorable road trip.

3. Drive the Great American Road Trip: Scenic Routes and Must-See Stops
This book highlights the most scenic and culturally rich drives in America,
from the Pacific Coast Highway to the Blue Ridge Parkway. It provides
historical context, travel tips, and recommendations for local dining and
lodging. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the landscapes and
communities they encounter.

4. America’s Byways: The Ultimate Guide to Scenic Drives

Featuring over 150 scenic byways, this guidebook offers a detailed look at
America’s most picturesque roads. It includes stunning photography, route
descriptions, and suggestions for detours and side trips. Ideal for travelers
seeking both adventure and relaxation on the open road.



5. Scenic Highways of America: Exploring Nature’s Beauty by Car

This book focuses on routes that showcase the natural beauty of the United
States, from national parks to coastal cliffs. It provides insights into the
flora, fauna, and geological features visible along each drive. A great
resource for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts planning their next road
trip.

6. Road Trip America: The Best Scenic Drives

Offering a curated list of America’s top scenic drives, this guide emphasizes
routes with stunning landscapes and cultural significance. Each chapter
includes tips on where to stop, what to see, and how to get the most out of
the journey. Perfect for both first-time road trippers and seasoned
travelers.

7. Coast to Coast: America’s Most Scenic Drives

This book takes readers on a coast-to-coast adventure, exploring the diverse
beauty found along America’s highways. It covers famous routes as well as
lesser-known scenic drives, highlighting unique local attractions and natural
wonders. A must-have for anyone dreaming of a cross-country road trip.

8. The Essential Guide to America’s Scenic Drives

Designed for travelers who want detailed planning assistance, this guide
provides route maps, driving directions, and recommendations for
accommodations and dining. It focuses on scenic drives that offer a blend of
natural beauty and cultural experiences. An excellent resource to help plan
unforgettable road trips.

9. Hidden Gems: America’s Most Beautiful Scenic Drives

Highlighting lesser-known but equally stunning routes, this book encourages
exploration off the beaten path. It features detailed descriptions,
photographs, and travel tips for discovering America’s scenic treasures.
Ideal for adventurers looking to experience America’s beauty beyond the usual
tourist spots.
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