
the monkeys paw quiz answer key
the monkeys paw quiz answer key serves as an essential tool for students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts aiming to deepen their understanding of W.W. Jacobs' classic short story, "The
Monkey’s Paw." This article provides a comprehensive guide to the most common quiz questions and
their corresponding answers, helping readers navigate the themes, plot details, and literary devices
employed in the story. By analyzing the characters’ motivations, the story’s symbolism, and the
chilling consequences of the wishes made on the monkey's paw, this answer key clarifies complex
elements that often challenge readers. Whether preparing for exams, facilitating classroom
discussions, or enhancing one’s literary analysis skills, this resource delivers accurate and detailed
explanations. Additionally, this article includes a structured breakdown of questions, thematic
explorations, and key vocabulary to optimize study efficiency. The following sections will cover an
overview of "The Monkey’s Paw," detailed quiz questions with answers, and tips for mastering the
story’s content.
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Overview of "The Monkey’s Paw"
"The Monkey’s Paw" is a supernatural short story written by W.W. Jacobs, first published in 1902. It
tells the tale of a mystical monkey’s paw that grants three wishes to its owner, but with unintended
and often tragic consequences. The story explores themes such as fate, greed, and the dangers of
interfering with fate. Jacobs’ narrative style combines suspense and irony to create a haunting
atmosphere. Understanding the plot and the story’s background is essential for answering quiz
questions accurately.

Plot Summary
The story centers around the White family, who come into possession of the monkey’s paw through a
guest, Sergeant-Major Morris. Despite warnings about the paw’s dark powers, Mr. White uses it to
make three wishes. The first wish results in the death of their son Herbert, the second wish attempts
to bring Herbert back to life with horrifying implications, and the third wish is used to reverse the
consequences. The story’s resolution emphasizes the peril of tampering with fate.



Historical and Cultural Context
Written during the early 20th century, "The Monkey’s Paw" reflects Victorian and Edwardian anxieties
about superstition and the supernatural. The story also critiques human desire to control destiny, a
common theme in literature of the period. Recognizing these cultural elements can enhance
comprehension and the ability to answer interpretive quiz questions.

Common Quiz Questions and Answers
This section presents frequently asked quiz questions about "The Monkey’s Paw" along with detailed
answer explanations. These responses align with standard educational curricula and literary analysis
frameworks.

What is the significance of the monkey’s paw?
The monkey’s paw symbolizes the dangers of interfering with fate and the unforeseen consequences
of desire. It serves as a physical manifestation of the story’s central theme: that wishes can come true
but often at a terrible cost. The paw’s magical properties drive the plot, illustrating the moral lesson
about greed and the limits of human control.

How many wishes does the monkey’s paw grant?
The monkey’s paw grants three wishes to its owner. This rule is central to the story’s structure and
suspense, as each wish leads to unexpected outcomes. The number three also has symbolic
significance in folklore and literature, often representing completeness or fate.

What happens after the first wish?
The first wish made by Mr. White is for two hundred pounds to pay off the house mortgage. The wish
is granted through the tragic death of their son, Herbert, who dies in an accident at work. The family
receives compensation exactly equal to the wished amount, highlighting the story’s theme of
unintended consequences.

Why does Mrs. White want to use the second wish?
Mrs. White wants to use the second wish to bring Herbert back to life after his death. She is overcome
by grief and desperation, illustrating human vulnerability and the emotional impact of loss. This wish
leads to increased tension and horror, as the consequences of disturbing fate become more apparent.

What is the effect of the final wish?
The final wish is made by Mr. White to undo the second wish, presumably to prevent the horrifying
return of Herbert. This wish restores normalcy but leaves the family devastated. It reinforces the



story’s moral that some forces are beyond human control and should remain untouched.

List of Common Quiz Questions

What does the monkey’s paw represent?

How many wishes are granted?

Describe the consequences of each wish.

What is the mood of the story?

How does the author build suspense?

What lessons does the story impart?

Who is Sergeant-Major Morris and what is his role?

Explain the significance of the setting.

How do the characters respond to the wishes?

Key Themes and Symbolism
Understanding the themes and symbolism in "The Monkey’s Paw" is critical for answering interpretive
questions in quizzes and essays. The story’s themes revolve around fate, consequence, and the
supernatural.

Theme of Fate and Free Will
The story explores the tension between fate and free will, questioning whether humans should
attempt to alter their destinies. The monkey’s paw represents fate’s inescapable power, and the
characters’ attempts to change their futures result in tragedy.

Theme of Greed and Desire
Greed motivates the characters to make wishes without fully considering the potential consequences.
This theme warns of the dangers of unchecked desire and the moral implications of trying to gain
more than what is naturally allotted.



Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw
The paw itself is a potent symbol of supernatural interference and the unpredictability of magic. Its
cursed nature embodies the idea that tampering with fate leads to suffering. The three wishes
symbolize humanity’s temptation to control life’s uncertainties.

Character Analysis and Motivations
The characters in "The Monkey’s Paw" are integral to understanding the story’s message. Their
motivations and reactions provide insight into the human condition and the moral lessons embedded
in the narrative.

Mr. White
Mr. White is curious and somewhat reckless, representing human curiosity and the desire to change
circumstances. His initial wish sets the tragic events into motion. Throughout the story, he
experiences regret and fear, highlighting the consequences of his actions.

Mrs. White
Mrs. White is driven by maternal love and grief. Her insistence on using the second wish to bring back
Herbert demonstrates emotional vulnerability and denial. She embodies the human struggle to accept
loss.

Herbert White
Herbert is the son whose death triggers the story’s central conflict. Though his role is limited, his fate
underscores the story’s cautionary themes. His character symbolizes innocence caught in the
consequences of his parents’ desires.

Sergeant-Major Morris
Morris introduces the monkey’s paw to the Whites and warns them of its dangers. His character
functions as a narrative device to foreshadow the tragic outcomes and establish the supernatural
element.

Literary Devices and Style
W.W. Jacobs employs various literary techniques to create suspense, develop themes, and engage
readers. Recognizing these devices is essential for understanding quiz questions about the story’s
construction.



Foreshadowing
Foreshadowing is used extensively, especially through Morris’s warnings and the ominous
atmosphere. This technique builds anticipation and prepares readers for the tragic events.

Irony
Irony permeates the story, particularly situational irony, where the outcome of the wishes is the
opposite of what is desired. The tragic consequences of the wishes serve as a powerful example of
this device.

Atmosphere and Mood
The story’s mood is eerie and suspenseful, achieved through descriptive language and pacing. The
setting in a remote house on a stormy night contributes to the tension and sense of dread.

Symbolism
Beyond the monkey’s paw, other symbols such as the fire, the knocking sound, and the setting itself
reinforce themes of danger, the unknown, and fate’s power.

Study Tips for "The Monkey’s Paw" Quiz
Effective preparation is vital for excelling in quizzes about "The Monkey’s Paw." The following
strategies enhance comprehension and retention of key information.

Create Flashcards
Flashcards with quiz questions and answers help reinforce memory. Key terms such as
"foreshadowing," "irony," and "symbolism" should be included alongside plot points and character
traits.

Summarize Each Section
Writing brief summaries of the plot, themes, and characters aids in understanding and recall. This
practice clarifies complex ideas and highlights important quiz topics.

Practice with Sample Questions
Engaging with commonly asked quiz questions and reviewing the corresponding answers develops
confidence and familiarity with the material.



Discuss with Peers or Educators
Group discussions provide diverse perspectives and deeper insights into the story’s meaning and
implications. This collaborative learning approach enhances critical thinking.

Review Literary Terms
Understanding literary devices used in the story supports analysis and interpretation. A solid grasp of
terms like "mood," "theme," and "symbolism" is essential.

Use flashcards for key concepts.1.

Summarize the story and themes.2.

Practice answering typical quiz questions.3.

Engage in discussions about the story.4.

Review relevant literary devices.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Monkey's Paw' quiz answer key used for?
The Monkey's Paw quiz answer key is used to check the correct answers to questions related to the
short story 'The Monkey's Paw' by W.W. Jacobs.

Where can I find a reliable 'The Monkey's Paw' quiz answer
key?
Reliable answer keys can typically be found in educational resources, teacher guides, or official study
websites that focus on classic literature.

What are common themes covered in 'The Monkey's Paw'
quizzes?
Common themes include fate and destiny, the consequences of wish fulfillment, supernatural
elements, and the moral lessons about interfering with fate.

How many wishes does the monkey's paw grant in the story?
The monkey's paw grants three wishes to its owner.



What is the first wish made by Mr. White in 'The Monkey's
Paw'?
Mr. White's first wish is for two hundred pounds to pay off his house mortgage.

What is the consequence of the first wish in 'The Monkey's
Paw'?
The consequence is that Mr. White's son, Herbert, dies in an accident at work, and the family receives
two hundred pounds as compensation.

What lesson does 'The Monkey's Paw' teach about interfering
with fate?
'The Monkey's Paw' teaches that tampering with fate can lead to unintended and tragic
consequences, highlighting the dangers of greed and desire.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert White.

What role does Sergeant-Major Morris play in the story?
Sergeant-Major Morris introduces the monkey's paw to the White family and warns them about its
dangerous powers.

Why is 'The Monkey's Paw' considered a cautionary tale?
It is considered a cautionary tale because it warns readers about the dangers of wish fulfillment and
the unforeseen consequences of trying to control destiny.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw and Other Tales of Mystery and the Macabre
This collection by W.W. Jacobs includes the classic story "The Monkey's Paw," along with other eerie
and suspenseful tales. It explores themes of fate, consequences, and the supernatural. The stories
often feature unexpected twists that leave readers pondering the nature of human desire and the
price of tampering with destiny.

2. The Lottery and Other Stories by Shirley Jackson
Shirley Jackson's collection includes "The Lottery," a chilling tale about tradition and societal norms.
Like "The Monkey's Paw," it delves into dark human behaviors and the unforeseen consequences of
seemingly simple actions. Jackson's stories often blend the ordinary with the sinister, creating
unsettling atmospheres.

3. Ghost Stories of an Antiquary by M.R. James
This anthology features classic ghost stories that emphasize suspense and the supernatural, similar to



the tone found in "The Monkey's Paw." M.R. James is known for his subtle and chilling storytelling
style, where ordinary objects or events take on eerie significance. These tales are perfect for readers
who enjoy ghostly mysteries and psychological horror.

4. The Tell-Tale Heart and Other Writings by Edgar Allan Poe
Edgar Allan Poe’s collection includes several stories of psychological horror and suspense. "The Tell-
Tale Heart" explores guilt and madness, themes that resonate with the dark consequences seen in
"The Monkey's Paw." Poe’s mastery of atmosphere and tension makes this a compelling read for fans
of macabre literature.

5. Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark by Alvin Schwartz
This book is a compilation of traditional scary tales and urban legends, making it a great companion
for readers intrigued by the supernatural elements in "The Monkey's Paw." The stories range from
eerie to outright terrifying, often featuring moral lessons or warnings about curiosity and desire.

6. The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
This novella explores the duality of human nature and the consequences of unchecked desires,
paralleling the themes in "The Monkey's Paw." Stevenson’s tale is a psychological thriller that
questions identity and morality, offering a dark look at what happens when one’s darker side is
unleashed.

7. Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury
Bradbury’s novel is a dark fantasy that deals with temptation, wishes, and the sinister forces that
exploit human desires. The eerie carnival setting and the moral lessons about the cost of wish
fulfillment make it thematically related to "The Monkey's Paw." It’s a gripping story about confronting
evil and the importance of courage.

8. The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson
This classic haunted house novel explores psychological horror and the supernatural, much like "The
Monkey's Paw." It delves into the fears and vulnerabilities of its characters, creating an atmosphere of
dread and suspense. Jackson’s storytelling emphasizes the impact of unseen forces on the human
mind.

9. Coraline by Neil Gaiman
In this dark fantasy novel, a young girl discovers an alternate world that initially seems better than
her own but soon reveals sinister intentions. Like "The Monkey's Paw," "Coraline" explores themes of
desire, danger, and the unexpected consequences of wish fulfillment. Gaiman’s imaginative writing
and eerie atmosphere make it a modern classic of supernatural fiction.
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