the man who came to dinner script

the man who came to dinner script is a classic American play that has
captivated audiences with its witty dialogue, memorable characters, and
satirical humor since its debut in the late 1930s. This article delves into
the significance of the script, exploring its origins, plot, characters, and
its impact on theater and popular culture. Understanding the nuances of the
man who came to dinner script provides valuable insight into American comedy
and scriptwriting techniques. The script’s clever use of situational comedy
and character-driven humor makes it an enduring piece for actors, directors,
and enthusiasts alike. This analysis will cover the background of the play,
the main storyline, key characters, notable scenes, and its adaptations.
Readers will also find information on how the script has influenced modern
theater and recommendations for staging the play.
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Background and Origins of the Man Who Came to
Dinner Script

The man who came to dinner script was written by George S. Kaufman and Moss
Hart, two prominent playwrights of the early 20th century. Premiering in
1939, the play was inspired by a real-life incident involving a famous critic
who was forced to stay in a family home due to an injury. The script reflects
the sharp wit and satirical style that characterized Kaufman and Hart'’s
collaborations. Set in a small town in Ohio, the play captures the social
dynamics and cultural attitudes of the era. Its creation represented a blend
of farce and character-driven comedy, with the dialogue crafted to showcase
rapid-fire exchanges and memorable one-liners. The script quickly became a
staple of American theater, praised for its clever structure and engaging
characters.



Historical Context

During the late 1930s, American theater was undergoing a transformation with
an increased focus on realism blended with humor. The man who came to dinner
script emerged in this context, offering audiences a humorous take on the
clash between celebrity culture and everyday life. Kaufman and Hart used
their experience in both Broadway and Hollywood to infuse the script with
contemporary references and sharp social commentary.

Writing Style and Influences

The script is notable for its use of fast-paced dialogue and intricate
plotting. Kaufman and Hart drew inspiration from vaudeville traditions, as
well as the screwball comedies popular in film at the time. The man who came
to dinner script is structured to maximize comedic tension while allowing
characters to develop distinct, exaggerated personalities that contribute to
the humor.

Plot Summary and Key Themes

At the heart of the man who came to dinner script is the story of Sheridan
Whiteside, a famous and acerbic radio personality who slips on the icy steps
of a small-town family's home and is forced to stay there for several weeks
during his recovery. The family, particularly the matriarch and her daughter,
must accommodate Whiteside'’s eccentric demands and disruptive presence. The
script explores themes such as the intrusion of celebrity into private life,
the clash between public personas and private identities, and the chaos that
ensues when an outsider takes control.

Summary of Major Events

The plot unfolds as Whiteside’s sharp wit and domineering personality turn
the household upside down. He manipulates the family members and visitors
alike, hosting eccentric guests and disrupting normal routines. Despite his
initially antagonistic role, Whiteside’s interactions lead to comedic
misunderstandings and ultimately personal growth for several characters. The
tension between confinement and freedom, control and chaos, drives the
narrative forward.

Key Themes

e Celebrity and Privacy: Whiteside'’s status highlights the complications
of fame.

e Family Dynamics: The script examines how families respond to unexpected



disruptions.
e Social Satire: The play critiques societal norms and class distinctions.

e Humor as a Coping Mechanism: Comedy arises from adversity and conflict.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The man who came to dinner script features a rich cast of characters, each
contributing uniquely to the humor and narrative development. Sheridan
Whiteside is the central figure whose personality dominates the play.
Supporting characters include the Stanley family members and a variety of
eccentric visitors, each adding layers of complexity and comedy.

Sheridan Whiteside

The protagonist, Whiteside is a sharp-tongued, cynical radio personality
whose accident forces him into an extended stay at the Stanley home. His wit,
manipulation, and larger-than-life presence drive much of the play’s humor
and conflict.

The Stanley Family

The family includes Maggie Stanley, the matriarch; her husband, Ernest; and
their daughter, Lorraine. Each reacts differently to Whiteside’s intrusion,
ranging from exasperation to reluctant amusement. Their interactions with
Whiteside reveal underlying family tensions and affection.

Supporting Characters

The script features several notable secondary characters, such as Whiteside’s
secretary, Miss Preen, and a string of eccentric guests who visit during
Whiteside’s convalescence. These characters enhance the comedic dynamics and
contribute memorable moments throughout the play.

Notable Scenes and Dialogue Highlights

The man who came to dinner script is renowned for its sharp, memorable
dialogue and scenes that blend farce with character-driven comedy. Certain
moments stand out for their humor and dramatic impact, often quoted or
referenced in theatrical circles.



Whiteside’s Arrival and Injury

The opening scenes where Whiteside slips on the icy steps set the tone for
the play’s blend of physical comedy and sharp dialogue. This incident
triggers the entire narrative and Whiteside’'s extended stay.

Whiteside’s Guests

Throughout the script, a parade of eccentric guests arrive at the Stanley
home, including fictionalized versions of famous personalities. These scenes
provide opportunities for comedic misunderstandings and showcase Kaufman and
Hart’'s talent for satire.

Memorable Quotes

e "T came to stay a week. I'm staying six months." — Sheridan Whiteside
e "I'm a man who came to dinner and never left." — Whiteside
e "You can’t have a play without a little chaos." — Reflective of the

script’s core dynamic

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The man who came to dinner script has been adapted multiple times for stage,
film, and radio, attesting to its lasting popularity. The 1942 film
adaptation helped introduce the story to a wider audience, while numerous
revivals have kept the script relevant in theatrical repertoires. Its
influence extends to television and comedy writing, inspiring subsequent
works that blend satire with situational comedy.

Film and Radio Adaptations

The 1942 film adaptation closely follows the original script, capturing the
play’s humor and character dynamics. Radio adaptations during the mid-20th
century further popularized the story, making it accessible to audiences
beyond the theater.

Legacy in Theater

The man who came to dinner script remains a favorite for theater companies
due to its strong characters and comedic potential. It has influenced



generations of playwrights and comedians, particularly in the realm of
character-driven humor and social satire.

Staging and Performance Considerations

Producing the man who came to dinner script requires attention to timing,
character portrayal, and set design to preserve the play’s comedic impact.
Directors and actors must balance Whiteside’'s dominating presence with the
ensemble’s reactions to maintain audience engagement.

Set and Costume Design

The play is typically set in the Stanley family’s living room, necessitating
a detailed and period-appropriate set that reflects a 1930s American
household. Costumes should convey the era and the characters’ social status,
enhancing the authenticity of the performance.

Performance Tips

Emphasize rapid-fire delivery of dialogue to capture the script’s
pacing.

Highlight physical comedy elements, especially in Whiteside’'s initial
injury and interactions.

Develop distinct character voices and mannerisms to differentiate the
ensemble.

Use timing and pauses strategically to maximize comedic effect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script about?

The script of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' is a comedic play by George S.
Kaufman and Moss Hart about a famous and acerbic radio personality, Sheridan
Whiteside, who slips on the steps of a family's home and is forced to stay
with them, creating chaos and humor as he disrupts their lives.

Where can I find the full script of 'The Man Who



Came to Dinner'?

The full script of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' can be found in published
play anthologies, libraries, or purchased online through retailers like
Amazon or specialized theatrical script websites.

Who are the main characters in 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner' script?

The main characters include Sheridan Whiteside, the sharp-tongued radio
personality; Maggie Cutler, the hostess; her brother Richard Stanley; and
various eccentric visitors who come to the house during Whiteside's stay.

Is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script suitable for
amateur theater groups?

Yes, 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' is a popular choice for amateur and
community theater groups due to its strong comedic elements, engaging
characters, and manageable cast size.

What are some notable themes in 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner' script?
Notable themes include the clash between high society and common folk, the

impact of celebrity culture, the absurdity of social conventions, and the
humor found in unexpected situations.

Has 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script been adapted
into other formats?

Yes, the play has been adapted into a 1942 film, radio broadcasts, and
occasionally television productions, all based on the original script by
Kaufman and Hart.

Are there any copyright restrictions on performing
'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script?

Yes, 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' is still under copyright protection. To
perform the play publicly, you must obtain the proper licensing rights from
the appropriate theatrical licensing agency, such as Samuel French or Concord
Theatricals.

Additional Resources

1. “The Man Who Came to Dinner” by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman
This is the original play script that inspired numerous adaptations. It tells



the story of Sheridan Whiteside, a sharp-tongued radio personality who
injures himself and is forced to stay with a family, turning their lives
upside down. The witty dialogue and comedic situations highlight the clash of
personalities in a confined setting. It remains a classic example of American
stage comedy from the 1930s.

2. “The Art of American Comedy: From Vaudeville to Modern Sitcoms” by Melvin
J. Friedman

This book explores the development of American comedic forms, including stage
plays like “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” It analyzes how humor evolved in
different mediums and the social contexts that shaped it. Readers gain
insight into the techniques that make plays like this enduringly funny.

3. “Broadway’s Golden Age: The Plays and Players of the 1930s” by Dorothy S.
Lang

Focusing on the vibrant theater scene of the 1930s, this book highlights
major works and playwrights, including Kaufman and Hart. It provides
background on the cultural environment that gave rise to “The Man Who Came to
Dinner.” The book includes anecdotes and reviews that deepen understanding of
the era’s theatrical landscape.

4. “Comedy on Stage: The Role of Wit and Satire in American Theater” by James
T. Howard

This book examines how wit and satire function as pivotal elements in plays
such as “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” It discusses the social commentary
embedded within comedic scripts and the balance between humor and critique.
The analysis helps readers appreciate the layers beneath the laughter.

5. “Sheridan Whiteside and the Archetype of the Eccentric Guest” by Laura M.
Peters

A detailed character study focusing on Sheridan Whiteside, the memorable
protagonist of “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” It explores the character’s
traits, motivations, and his impact on the narrative’s comedic elements. The
book also compares Whiteside to similar figures in literature and theater.

6. “Adaptations of The Man Who Came to Dinner: From Stage to Screen and
Beyond” by Richard K. Bell

This work traces the various adaptations of the play, including film,
television, and radio versions. It discusses changes made in different
adaptations and how they affected the story’'s reception. The book provides a
comprehensive look at the play’s influence across media.

7. “The Wit and Wisdom of George S. Kaufman” edited by Helen R. Murray

A collection of essays, quotes, and analyses highlighting the work of George
S. Kaufman, co-author of “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” It sheds light on his
writing style, comedic timing, and contributions to American theater. This
book is valuable for understanding Kaufman’s role in shaping the play.

8. “Behind the Scenes: The Making of The Man Who Came to Dinner” by Evelyn J.
Clarke
This book delves into the production history of the original play, including



casting, rehearsals, and staging challenges. It features interviews and
archival materials that reveal the collaborative effort behind the scenes.
Theater enthusiasts will find a rich account of bringing this comedy to life.

9. “Classic American Plays: A Reader’s Guide” by Samuel T. Greene

A comprehensive guide to major American plays, including “The Man Who Came to
Dinner.” This book offers summaries, critical essays, and discussion
questions to engage readers. It serves as an excellent companion for students
and fans of American theater classics.
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