the man who came to dinner play script

the man who came to dinner play script is a classic American comedy written
by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart. This play script has been celebrated for
its witty dialogue, memorable characters, and satirical take on celebrity
culture. Originally premiering in 1939, the play remains popular among
theater groups and readers interested in vintage plays and comedic
literature. The script revolves around the misadventures of Sheridan
Whiteside, a famous radio personality who unexpectedly becomes a houseguest
after an injury. This article explores the play’s background, key elements of
the script, character analysis, and its relevance in modern theater. Readers
will gain a comprehensive understanding of the man who came to dinner play
script and why it continues to captivate audiences.
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Background and Historical Context

The man who came to dinner play script was crafted during the late 1930s, a
period rich in theatrical innovation and social commentary. George S. Kaufman
and Moss Hart, both renowned playwrights, collaborated to create a work that
blends sharp humor with incisive observations on American society. The script
debuted on Broadway in 1939 and quickly became a critical and commercial
success. It reflects the era’s fascination with celebrity culture and media
personalities, as well as the dynamics of family and social expectations.
Understanding the historical context enhances appreciation for the play’s
humor and character interactions.

Authors and Their Influence

George S. Kaufman was known for his sharp wit and satirical style, while Moss
Hart brought a strong sense of narrative and character development. Together,



their combined talents produced a script that balances comedy with social
critique. Their experiences in the theater world informed the play’s setting
and dialogue, making it resonate with audiences familiar with show business
and media personalities of the time.

Societal Context of the 1930s

During the 1930s, radio personalities and celebrities gained unprecedented
influence, shaping public opinion and entertainment. The play script captures
this cultural shift by centering on Sheridan Whiteside, a character inspired
by real-life figures such as Alexander Woollcott. The script’s satire on
celebrity vanity and public fascination remains relevant, reflecting ongoing
themes in media and society.

Plot Summary and Structure

The man who came to dinner play script unfolds in a single setting, the home
of the Stanley family, where the unexpected arrival of Sheridan Whiteside
disrupts normal life. Whiteside, a sharp-tongued critic and radio star, slips
on the family’s icy doorstep and injures himself, forcing him to stay as a
captive guest. The play’s plot follows the ensuing chaos as Whiteside's
presence upends the household’s routine and relationships. The structure is
tightly woven, combining farcical situations with witty exchanges.

Act Breakdown

The play is divided into three acts, each escalating the comedic tension and
character dynamics:

1. Act One: Introduction of Whiteside and the accident that traps him in
the Stanley household.

2. Act Two: Whiteside’s manipulation of the household and interference in
the lives of other characters.

3. Act Three: Resolution of conflicts, revelations, and Whiteside's
eventual departure.

Key Plot Points

Important moments in the play include Whiteside’'s interactions with visitors,
his meddling in romance and family disputes, and the comedic attempts of the
Stanley family to regain control. The script’s pacing ensures continual
engagement, with a blend of slapstick and verbal humor.



Main Characters and Character Analysis

The man who came to dinner play script features a cast of vibrant characters,
each contributing to the humor and thematic depth. Central to the play is
Sheridan Whiteside, whose larger-than-life personality drives the narrative.
The supporting characters reflect various societal archetypes and add layers
to the comedic situations.

Sheridan Whiteside

Whiteside is a brilliant but egocentric radio personality whose sharp wit and
domineering presence create tension and comedy. His character satirizes media
celebrities and critics, embodying both charm and arrogance. The script
portrays him as a catalyst for change within the Stanley household, forcing
characters to confront their own flaws.

The Stanley Family

The Stanley family members represent the typical American family of the era,
with their own quirks and vulnerabilities. Key members include Maggie
Stanley, the matriarch; her husband, Ernest Stanley; and their children, all
of whom are affected by Whiteside'’s intrusion. Their responses range from
irritation to admiration, highlighting the complexities of human
relationships.

Supporting Characters

The play script includes a variety of supporting roles such as visiting
friends, suitors, and servants, each adding to the comedic fabric. These
characters often serve as foils to Whiteside or are drawn into his schemes,
amplifying the humor and social commentary.

Themes and Symbolism

The man who came to dinner play script explores several enduring themes,
making it more than just a comedic farce. The themes contribute to the play’s
lasting appeal and provide insight into the human condition and societal
norms of the time.

Celebrity and Public Fascination

The script satirizes the cult of celebrity, focusing on Whiteside'’s larger-
than-1ife persona and the public’s obsession with media figures. This theme
remains relevant in modern discussions about fame and influence.



Family Dynamics and Control

The intrusion of Whiteside disrupts the Stanley family'’s balance, exposing
underlying tensions and power struggles. The play examines how external
forces can impact family relationships and individual autonomy.

Hospitality and Its Limits

The concept of hospitality is central to the plot, with the Stanleys
compelled to host Whiteside despite growing frustrations. The script
humorously questions the boundaries of politeness and generosity.

Script Features and Style

The man who came to dinner play script is notable for its sharp dialogue,
well-crafted characters, and comedic timing. Kaufman and Hart’s writing style
combines sophisticated humor with accessible language, making it suitable for
a wide range of audiences and performers.

Dialogue and Wit

The script’s dialogue is characterized by quick repartee, clever wordplay,
and memorable one-liners. This verbal dexterity enhances the comedic effect
and reveals character traits effectively.

Setting and Stage Directions

The entire play takes place in the Stanley family’s living room, allowing for
intimate character interactions and a focused narrative. Stage directions in
the script provide detailed guidance on timing and physical comedy, essential
for successful productions.

Genre and Tone

As a comedy, the play balances farce and satire, employing exaggerated
situations alongside insightful social critique. The tone is lighthearted yet
incisive, making the humor both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Production and Performance Insights

Over the decades, the man who came to dinner play script has been produced
numerous times on stage and adapted for radio, film, and television. Its
enduring popularity is a testament to its strong characters and comedic



appeal.

Challenges in Performance

The script requires actors capable of delivering rapid-fire dialogue and
embodying distinctive personalities. The confined setting demands creative
staging and pacing to maintain audience engagement throughout the play’s
duration.

Notable Productions

Many theater companies have staged successful productions, often highlighting
different aspects of the script’s humor and social commentary. Directors may
choose to emphasize either the farcical elements or the satirical undertones
depending on their artistic vision.

Adaptations

The play has been adapted into a 1942 film and various radio performances,
each bringing new interpretations to the original script. These adaptations
help keep the story accessible to broader audiences beyond the stage.

Availability and Usage of the Play Script

The man who came to dinner play script is widely available for purchase and
licensing, making it accessible for amateur and professional theater groups
alike. The script is frequently used for educational purposes, theatrical
workshops, and community theater productions.

Where to Find the Script

e Published editions by major theatrical publishers
e Licensed copies through theatrical rights organizations

e Digital versions for reading and performance preparation

Applications in Theater Education

The play script is often included in drama curricula to teach comedic timing,
character development, and script analysis. Its engaging content provides



ample material for acting exercises and production experience.

Considerations for Production

The man who came to dinner play script requires careful attention to casting
and direction to capture the nuances of its humor. Budgeting for set design
and costume may be streamlined due to the single setting, but the script’s
demands for strong performances remain high.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' play about?

'The Man Who Came to Dinner' is a comedy play by Moss Hart and George S.
Kaufman about a famous and acerbic critic, Sheridan Whiteside, who slips on
the icy steps of a family’s home and ends up housebound, causing chaos and
hilarity.

Who are the main characters in 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner'?

The main characters include Sheridan Whiteside, the famous radio personality;
Maggie Cutler, the daughter of the family; Ernest W. Stanley, Maggie’s
fiancé; and the Cutler family members who host Whiteside.

When was 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' first
performed?

The play premiered on Broadway in 1939.

Where can I find a script of 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner'?

The script can be found in published play anthologies, online bookstores, or
licensed script websites such as Samuel French or Dramatists Play Service.

Is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' suitable for high
school or community theater productions?

Yes, it is a popular choice for high school and community theaters due to its
engaging characters, humor, and manageable cast size.



Are there any notable adaptations of 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner'?

Yes, the play has been adapted into films, radio broadcasts, and television
productions over the years.

What themes are explored in 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner'?

The play explores themes such as celebrity culture, family dynamics, social
satire, and the impact of unexpected guests on everyday life.

How long is a typical performance of 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner'?

A typical production runs approximately 2 to 2.5 hours, including an
intermission.

Additional Resources

1. "The Man Who Came to Dinner" by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman

This is the original play script that inspired countless adaptations and
discussions in American theater. The story revolves around Sheridan
Whiteside, a sharp-tongued radio personality who slips and injures himself
while visiting a family, subsequently overstaying his welcome. The witty
dialogue and clever character interactions make it a classic comedy of
manners and social satire.

2. "Moss Hart: A Prince of the Theatre" by Margot Peters

This biography chronicles the life and career of Moss Hart, co-author of "The
Man Who Came to Dinner." It delves into his creative partnership with George
S. Kaufman and the impact their collaborations had on American theater.
Readers gain insight into the theatrical world of the early 20th century and
Hart’s personal journey.

3. "George S. Kaufman: An Intimate Portrait" by Howard Teichmann

Focusing on the other half of the writing duo, this book explores Kaufman’s
wit, humor, and prolific contributions to Broadway. Through anecdotes and
personal stories, it paints a vivid picture of the man behind many celebrated
plays, including "The Man Who Came to Dinner." It's an essential read for
understanding the dynamics of the play’s creation.

4. "Comedy on Stage: American Farce and Satire" by John L. Smith

This analytical text examines the tradition of American comedic theater with
a focus on farce and satire, genres that "The Man Who Came to Dinner"
exemplifies. It discusses thematic elements, character archetypes, and the
social commentary embedded in comedic plays. The book situates the play
within the broader context of American humor and stagecraft.



5. "The Art of Adaptation: Turning Plays into Films" by Linda J. Hutchison
This book explores the challenges and creative decisions involved in adapting
stage plays for the screen. It includes case studies of classic works, such
as the film adaptation of "The Man Who Came to Dinner." Readers learn about
the differences between theatrical and cinematic storytelling and the
preservation of original tone and humor.

6. "Broadway’s Golden Age: The 1930s and 1940s" by Robert Emmett

Covering a vibrant period in American theater history, this book highlights
major productions, playwrights, and cultural shifts. "The Man Who Came to
Dinner" is featured as a seminal work of the era, illustrating the blending
of sharp wit and social critique. It offers context on how the play fit into
and influenced the theatrical landscape of its time.

7. "The American Playwright's Handbook" by Sarah T. Collins

A practical guide for aspiring playwrights, this handbook includes analysis
of successful scripts, including "The Man Who Came to Dinner." It breaks down
elements such as character development, dialogue, and pacing that contribute
to a play’s success. The book serves as both a study aid and a creative
resource.

8. "Classic American Comedies: A Literary Companion" by Michael R. Davis
This companion volume surveys landmark American comedic plays, providing
summaries, critical essays, and historical background. "The Man Who Came to
Dinner" is featured prominently, with discussion of its themes, humor style,
and enduring appeal. The book is ideal for students and theater enthusiasts
seeking deeper understanding.

9. "Stage to Screen: The Evolution of American Theatre Adaptations" by Emily
Grant

This book traces the journey of notable American plays from their original
stage versions to various screen adaptations. It examines how "The Man Who
Came to Dinner" was transformed for film and television, noting the changes
made to suit different audiences and media. The work highlights the interplay
between theatrical tradition and modern entertainment.
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