the hundred years war 1337 1453

the hundred years war 1337 1453 was a prolonged conflict between the Kingdoms
of England and France that lasted over a century, fundamentally shaping
medieval European history. This war was characterized by intermittent periods
of warfare and truce, driven by territorial disputes, claims to the French
throne, and evolving national identities. Spanning from 1337 to 1453, it
witnessed significant battles, political intrigue, and the emergence of
notable figures such as Edward III, Henry V, and Joan of Arc. The conflict
also marked important military innovations and shifts in feudal society. This
article provides a comprehensive exploration of the hundred years war 1337
1453, detailing its causes, major phases, key battles, and lasting impact on
both England and France. The following sections will guide readers through
the origins, the main campaigns, and the aftermath of this defining medieval
conflict.
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Causes of the Hundred Years War 1337 1453

The hundred years war 1337 1453 was rooted in a complex web of political,
territorial, and dynastic disputes between England and France. The primary
cause was the English monarch’s claim to the French crown, which challenged
the legitimacy of the French Valois dynasty. The conflict also arose from
longstanding tensions over territorial control, particularly in regions like
Aquitaine and Gascony. Additionally, economic factors such as control over
lucrative trade routes and ports contributed to escalating hostilities. The
feudal system and questions of vassalage further complicated relations, as
English kings held French lands as vassals to the French king, creating
ambiguous loyalties.

Dynastic Claims and Succession Crisis

The immediate trigger for the hundred years war 1337 1453 was the death of
the French king Charles IV in 1328, who left no male heir. Edward III of
England, through his mother, claimed the French throne, but the French



nobility invoked the Salic law, barring inheritance through the female line,
and appointed Philip VI as king. This succession dispute ignited tensions
that soon escalated into full-scale war.

Territorial Disputes

English possession of the Duchy of Aquitaine, a valuable territory within
France, was a constant source of friction. The French crown sought to assert
greater control over these lands, while English kings aimed to maintain their
autonomy and influence. These territorial disputes fueled military
confrontations throughout the war’s duration.

Economic and Political Factors

Control over trade, especially the wool trade crucial to England’s economy,
was another contributing factor. French attempts to disrupt English economic
interests intensified hostilities. Politically, the war was also an assertion
of national sovereignty and power, as both monarchies sought to consolidate
their rule and expand their influence.

Major Phases and Key Battles

The hundred years war 1337 1453 unfolded in several distinct phases, each
marked by shifts in momentum, alliances, and military campaigns.
Understanding these phases is essential to grasp the complexity and duration
of the conflict.

The Edwardian War (1337-1360)

This initial phase saw English successes under King Edward III, who sought to
enforce his claim to the French crown. Notable battles include the Battle of
Crécy (1346) and the Battle of Poitiers (1356), where English forces, often
outnumbered, secured decisive victories using longbowmen and innovative
tactics. The Treaty of Brétigny in 1360 temporarily halted fighting, granting
England significant territorial gains.

The Caroline War (1369-1389)

The French resurgence under King Charles V marked this phase, reversing many
English gains. French forces employed guerrilla tactics and avoided large-
scale battles, gradually reclaiming territories. The war during this period
was characterized by attrition and shifting alliances, with intermittent
truces.



The Lancastrian War (1415-1453)

Renewed conflict erupted under King Henry V of England, highlighted by the
famous Battle of Agincourt in 1415, where English longbowmen secured another
stunning victory. The Treaty of Troyes (1420) attempted to settle the
succession by recognizing Henry V as heir to the French throne. However, the
rise of Joan of Arc and French nationalism led to the eventual expulsion of
English forces, culminating in the Battle of Castillon (1453), effectively
ending the war.

Key Battles Overview

Battle of Crécy (1346)

Battle of Poitiers (1356)

Battle of Agincourt (1415)

Siege of Orléans (1429)

Battle of Castillon (1453)

Notable Figures and Leadership

The hundred years war 1337 1453 featured influential leaders whose decisions
and actions shaped the course of the conflict. Their legacies endure in
historical memory and scholarship.

Edward III of England

Edward III was instrumental in initiating the war with his claim to the
French throne. His military leadership and strategic vision led to early
English victories, establishing a formidable reputation for English arms and
chivalry.

Henry V of England

Henry V revitalized English fortunes during the Lancastrian phase,
demonstrating exceptional military skill at Agincourt and diplomatic acumen
in negotiating the Treaty of Troyes. His reign signaled a high point of
English power in France.



Joan of Arc

Joan of Arc emerged as a pivotal figure in the latter stages of the hundred

years war 1337 1453. Claiming divine guidance, she inspired French troops to
lift the Siege of Orléans and helped turn the tide against the English. Her

martyrdom and canonization symbolize French resilience and nationalism.

Charles VII of France

Charles VII's reign was marked by efforts to consolidate French resistance,
supported by Joan of Arc and effective commanders. His eventual coronation in
Reims was a symbolic moment restoring French royal authority.

Military Innovations and Tactics

The hundred years war 1337 1453 witnessed significant military developments
that influenced medieval warfare and beyond. Changes in tactics, weaponry,

and army composition reflected the evolving nature of conflict during this

period.

Use of the Longbow

The English longbow was a decisive factor in several battles, including Crécy
and Agincourt. Its range, rate of fire, and penetration power allowed English
forces to counter larger French armies effectively, shifting the balance away
from heavily armored knights.

Transition from Feudal Armies to Professional Forces

The war saw a gradual move from traditional feudal levies to more
professional, standing armies. Mercenaries and paid soldiers became
increasingly common, altering the social and military landscape of Europe.

Siege Warfare and Artillery

Advances in siege tactics and the introduction of gunpowder artillery played
a role in later stages of the hundred years war 1337 1453. Fortifications
evolved to withstand bombardment, and artillery began to replace traditional
siege engines.

Combined Arms Tactics

Commanders began to integrate infantry, archers, and cavalry more



effectively, creating coordinated battlefield strategies. This combined arms
approach enhanced the flexibility and effectiveness of medieval armies.

Consequences and Legacy

The hundred years war 1337 1453 had profound and lasting effects on both
England and France, shaping the trajectory of European history in the late
medieval period and beyond.

Political and Territorial Outcomes

France emerged from the conflict with its monarchy strengthened and
territorial integrity largely restored. England lost almost all its
possessions in France except Calais, marking the end of its medieval
continental ambitions. The war contributed to the rise of national monarchies
and centralized states.

Social and Economic Impact

The war caused significant social upheaval, including population
displacement, economic disruption, and changes in feudal relations. The
prolonged conflict accelerated the decline of feudalism and the rise of more
modern social structures.

Cultural and National Identity

The hundred years war 1337 1453 played a key role in the development of
English and French national identities. In France, figures like Joan of Arc
became emblematic of national unity and resistance. In England, the war
spurred shifts in governance and military organization.

Military Legacy

The innovations and experiences of the hundred years war influenced future
European warfare. The use of gunpowder, professional armies, and new tactics
set the stage for the transition from medieval to early modern military
practices.

e Strengthening of French monarchy and territorial consolidation
e Decline of English continental possessions

e Acceleration of feudal decline and social change



e Emergence of national identity and patriotism

e Advancements in military technology and organization

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Hundred Years' War?

The Hundred Years' War was a series of conflicts waged from 1337 to 1453
between the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of France, primarily over
claims to the French throne and territorial disputes.

What were the main causes of the Hundred Years' War?

The main causes included disputes over the rightful succession to the French
crown, territorial conflicts in regions like Aquitaine, and economic
tensions, particularly related to control of trade and resources.

Who were the key figures in the Hundred Years' War?

Key figures included King Edward III and King Henry V of England, as well as
King Philip VI and King Charles VII of France. Joan of Arc also played a
significant role later in the war.

How did the Hundred Years' War impact medieval
warfare?
The war saw the decline of heavily armored knights and the rise of infantry

and longbowmen, especially the English longbowmen, which changed medieval
military tactics significantly.

What role did Joan of Arc play in the Hundred Years'
War?
Joan of Arc, a French peasant girl, claimed divine guidance and inspired

French troops, leading to several important victories including the lifting
of the Siege of Orléans, which helped turn the tide in favor of France.

What was the outcome of the Hundred Years' War?

The war ended in 1453 with a French victory, solidifying the French
monarchy's control over its territory and effectively ending English
territorial claims in mainland France except for Calais.



How did the Hundred Years' War affect English and
French national identities?

The war fostered a sense of national identity in both England and France, as
both kingdoms rallied around their monarchs and cultures, leading to stronger
centralized states.

What were the significant battles of the Hundred
Years' War?

Significant battles included the Battle of Crécy (1346), the Battle of
Poitiers (1356), the Battle of Agincourt (1415), and the Siege of Orléans
(1428-1429).

How did the war influence the political landscape of
Europe?

The war contributed to the decline of feudalism, strengthened centralized
monarchies, and altered the balance of power in Europe by weakening both
England and France at different times.

What were the economic consequences of the Hundred
Years' War?

The war caused widespread economic disruption, including destruction of
farmland and towns, heavy taxation to fund military campaigns, and shifts in
trade routes, which affected both England and France's economies.

Additional Resources

1. The Hundred Years War: A People's History

This book offers a comprehensive social and cultural history of the Hundred
Years War, focusing on the experiences of ordinary people rather than just
kings and battles. It explores how the prolonged conflict affected daily
life, economies, and communities across England and France. The narrative
sheds light on the war’s impact beyond the battlefield, including shifts in
identity and national consciousness.

2. The Hundred Years War: England and France at War c.1300-c.1450

Authored by Christopher Allmand, this detailed study delves into the
military, political, and diplomatic aspects of the Hundred Years War. It
analyzes the strategies, key battles, and the roles of prominent figures such
as Edward III and Joan of Arc. The book also considers the war’s long-term
consequences for both England and France.

3. The Hundred Years War: The English in France 1337-1453
This book focuses on the English perspective throughout the Hundred Years



War, examining their military campaigns, governance, and efforts to control
French territories. It provides insights into the motivations behind
England’s prolonged involvement and the challenges faced by English rulers.
The text also discusses the war's eventual decline and its aftermath.

4. Joan of Arc: The Maid and the Military

Focusing on the legendary figure of Joan of Arc, this book explores her role
in the latter stages of the Hundred Years War. It details her military
leadership, her impact on French morale, and the political intrigue
surrounding her trial and execution. The book also highlights how Joan's
legacy shaped French nationalism.

5. The Hundred Years War: A Military History

This volume offers an in-depth analysis of the military tactics, technology,
and key battles that defined the Hundred Years War. It covers the evolution
of warfare during the period, including the use of the longbow, cavalry, and
sieges. The author also examines the leadership styles of commanders and the
logistical challenges of medieval warfare.

6. The Plantagenets: The Warrior Kings and Queens Who Made England

While broader in scope, this book covers the Plantagenet dynasty’s role
during the Hundred Years War, highlighting figures such as Edward III and
Henry V. It contextualizes the war within the dynasty’s efforts to assert
claims over France. Rich in political and dynastic history, the book connects
the war to the larger story of medieval England.

7. France in the Late Middle Ages: From the Hundred Years War to the Wars of
Religion

This book explores the transformation of France during and after the Hundred
Years War, focusing on political, social, and religious changes. It examines
how the conflict helped consolidate royal power and influenced French
identity. The narrative also touches on the war’s role in setting the stage
for later internal conflicts.

8. The Black Prince and the Hundred Years War

Dedicated to Edward, the Black Prince, this biography highlights his military
achievements and leadership during key campaigns of the Hundred Years War.
The book provides insight into his tactics, personality, and the chivalric
culture of the time. It also discusses his legacy and influence on both
English and French history.

9. The Hundred Years War and the Birth of England as a Nation

This work argues that the prolonged conflict was instrumental in shaping
English national identity and statehood. It explores political, cultural, and
military developments that emerged from the war. The author highlights how
the war’s challenges fostered a sense of unity and distinctiveness in
England.
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