
the house of bernarda alba characters

the house of bernarda alba characters are central to understanding Federico
García Lorca's classic play, which explores themes of repression, authority,
and societal expectations within a traditional Spanish household. This
article delves deeply into the primary and secondary characters, providing
detailed analysis of their traits, motivations, and roles within the
narrative. Understanding these characters is essential to grasp the complex
dynamics and tensions that drive the plot. Through this exploration, readers
will gain insight into the symbolic significance of each character and their
contributions to the themes of the play. The discussion will also highlight
how these characters embody broader social and cultural conflicts, making the
play a timeless study of human nature and societal constraints. Following the
introduction, a structured overview of the main characters and their
interactions is presented for clearer comprehension.
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Bernarda’s Daughters

Secondary Characters and Their Roles

Thematic Significance of the Characters

Overview of Main Characters

The house of bernarda alba characters are predominantly defined by their
relationships within a strict familial and societal structure. The cast
includes a dominant matriarch, Bernarda Alba, her five daughters, and several
secondary figures who influence the plot's progression. Each character
represents various aspects of repression, desire, and resistance, making the
play a rich tapestry of interpersonal conflict. This section outlines the
main players to establish a foundation for more detailed character studies.

Primary Characters List

Below is a list of the principal characters in the play:

Bernarda Alba - The authoritarian mother

Angustias - The eldest daughter

Magdalena - The second daughter

Amelia - The third daughter

Martirio - The fourth daughter

Adele - The youngest daughter



La Poncia - The housekeeper

Pepe el Romano - The unseen suitor

Bernarda Alba: The Matriarch

Bernarda Alba is the central figure of authority in the house, embodying
strict conservatism and control. Following the death of her second husband,
she imposes an eight-year mourning period on her household, symbolizing
repression and the suppression of individual desires. Her character is a
representation of societal and patriarchal oppression, enforcing rigid rules
that govern the lives of her daughters.

Bernarda’s Personality and Role

Bernarda is characterized by her iron will, obsession with social status, and
intolerance for disobedience. She maintains an oppressive atmosphere through
constant surveillance and verbal control, ensuring that the house remains a
place of silence and submission. Her fear of scandal and loss of reputation
drives much of the family’s tragic trajectory.

Symbolism of Bernarda Alba

Bernarda represents the embodiment of authoritarianism and the traditional
values that constrain women’s freedom. Her character symbolizes the
suffocating effects of societal expectations and the consequences of
unchecked power within the family structure.

Bernarda’s Daughters

The daughters of Bernarda Alba each represent different responses to their
mother’s oppression and the societal limitations imposed upon them. Their
interactions and conflicts reveal the underlying tensions of desire,
jealousy, and rebellion within the household.

Angustias

As the eldest daughter, Angustias is notable for her inherited wealth, which
attracts Pepe el Romano’s attention. She is portrayed as physically
unattractive and sickly, yet she holds a significant social advantage due to
her financial status. Angustias embodies resignation and the acceptance of
societal roles, aspiring to marry as a means of escape.

Magdalena

Magdalena is the second eldest daughter, characterized by her bitterness and
discontent with her constrained life. She frequently voices her frustrations
and openly criticizes her mother’s harshness, reflecting a more vocal form of



resistance.

Amelia

Amelia is less developed than her sisters but is described as obedient and
fearful. She tends to follow Bernarda’s rules without question, illustrating
the internalization of repression.

Martirio

Martirio is marked by jealousy and secrecy, harboring unrequited love for
Pepe el Romano. Her character embodies the destructive effects of repression,
leading to bitterness and eventual tragedy.

Adele

The youngest daughter, often referred to as Adela, is the most rebellious.
She openly defies Bernarda’s rules and pursues her desire for Pepe el Romano,
representing youthful resistance and the struggle for freedom.

Summary of the Daughters’ Traits

Angustias: Resigned, financially privileged

Magdalena: Bitter, outspoken

Amelia: Obedient, fearful

Martirio: Jealous, secretive

Adela: Rebellious, passionate

Secondary Characters and Their Roles

In addition to Bernarda and her daughters, several secondary characters play
crucial roles in the development of the plot and the amplification of the
play’s themes. These characters often serve as catalysts or mirrors
reflecting the main characters' internal struggles.

La Poncia

La Poncia is the housekeeper and confidante, acting as both a caretaker and a
commentator on the family’s situation. She is pragmatic and often critical of
Bernarda’s harshness, providing an outside perspective on the family’s
dynamics. Her loyalty is complex, balancing between serving Bernarda and
sympathizing with the daughters.



Pepe el Romano

Pepe el Romano is an unseen character, present only through the dialogue and
reactions of the women. He is the object of desire for Angustias and Adela,
symbolizing male dominance and the outside world’s intrusion into the
repressive household. Pepe’s role intensifies the conflict and highlights
themes of sexuality and control.

Maria Josefa

Maria Josefa is Bernarda’s elderly mother, often portrayed as mentally
unstable. She represents freedom and escape, yearning for a life beyond the
confines of the house. Her character symbolizes the suppressed desires and
the possibility of liberation from repression.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The house of bernarda alba characters collectively embody the play's central
themes of repression, desire, authority, and social constraint. Through their
interactions, Lorca critiques the rigid societal norms that confine women and
explores the tragic consequences of such oppression.

Repression and Authority

Bernarda’s authoritarian rule exemplifies the societal repression imposed on
women, with her daughters representing various stages of submission and
rebellion. The characters’ struggles highlight the destructive nature of
strict social codes and the suppression of individuality.

Desire and Resistance

The daughters’ desires, especially Adela’s, challenge the imposed silence and
control. Their secret longings and conflicts symbolize the human need for
freedom and self-expression, ultimately leading to tragic outcomes within the
narrative.

Social Status and Gender Roles

The characters also reflect the pressures of maintaining social status and
adhering to traditional gender roles. Bernarda’s obsession with appearances
and reputation underscores the societal expectations that govern behavior,
particularly for women.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bernarda Alba in 'The House of Bernarda Alba'?

Bernarda Alba is the strict and authoritarian matriarch in 'The House of



Bernarda Alba,' who imposes a rigid mourning period on her family after her
second husband's death.

What role does Angustias play in the play?

Angustias is the eldest daughter of Bernarda Alba and the only daughter from
her first marriage, making her the main heiress and a character who attracts
suitors despite her plainness.

Who is Adela in 'The House of Bernarda Alba'?

Adela is the youngest daughter of Bernarda Alba, characterized by her
rebellious spirit and desire for freedom, ultimately defying her mother's
authority.

How is Magdalena portrayed in the play?

Magdalena is one of Bernarda Alba's daughters, often depicted as obedient and
resigned to the oppressive environment of the household.

What is the significance of Martirio's character?

Martirio is one of Bernarda's daughters, known for her bitterness and
jealousy, particularly towards Adela, stemming from unrequited love and
repression.

Who is Maria Josefa and what is her role in the
story?

Maria Josefa is Bernarda Alba's elderly mother, who is mentally unstable and
represents a longing for freedom and escape from the household's confinement.

How does Bernarda Alba control her daughters?

Bernarda Alba controls her daughters through strict rules, enforcing an
extended mourning period, limiting their interactions with the outside world,
and suppressing their desires.

What is the relationship between Angustias and Pepe
el Romano?

Angustias is engaged to Pepe el Romano, the only suitor for Bernarda's
daughters, but Pepe is secretly involved with Adela, creating tension and
conflict.

How do the daughters in 'The House of Bernarda Alba'
respond to their mother's authority?

The daughters show varying degrees of submission and rebellion; while some
accept Bernarda's control, Adela openly defies her, leading to tragic
consequences.



What themes are explored through the characters in
'The House of Bernarda Alba'?

The characters embody themes of repression, desire, social oppression, the
struggle for freedom, and the consequences of authoritarian control within a
patriarchal society.

Additional Resources
1. The Matriarch’s Shadow: Bernarda Alba’s Reign
This book delves into the complex character of Bernarda Alba, exploring her
authoritative nature and the societal pressures that shape her strict control
over her household. It examines her motivations and the consequences of her
rigid enforcement of tradition. Through psychological analysis and historical
context, readers gain a deeper understanding of Bernarda’s role as both a
protector and oppressor.

2. Adela’s Defiance: A Tale of Rebellion and Desire
Focusing on Bernarda’s youngest daughter, Adela, this narrative explores her
passionate spirit and yearning for freedom amidst oppressive circumstances.
The book highlights her struggle against societal norms and her tragic
pursuit of love. It paints a vivid portrait of youthful rebellion clashing
with entrenched authority.

3. Martirio’s Silence: The Burden of Secrets
Martirio’s character is examined through the lens of her internal conflicts
and unspoken desires. This book investigates how her silence and bitterness
affect her relationships within the Alba household. It offers an intimate
look at the pain of repression and the complexity of familial loyalty.

4. Angustias and the Weight of Inheritance
This title centers on Angustias, the eldest daughter, whose inheritance
shapes her fate and influences the dynamics among her sisters. The book
discusses themes of wealth, power, and loneliness, revealing how Angustias
navigates her position in the family and society. It provides insight into
her vulnerabilities and aspirations.

5. The Servant’s Tale: Poncia’s Eyes on the Alba Household
Poncia, the loyal servant, offers a unique perspective on the Alba family’s
inner workings. This book portrays her as a witness and commentator, shedding
light on the family’s secrets and tensions. Through Poncia’s voice, readers
explore themes of class, loyalty, and survival.

6. Amelia and Magdalena: The Quiet Siblings
Focusing on the two middle daughters, Amelia and Magdalena, this work
explores their subdued roles within the family. The book discusses their
attempts to find identity and meaning under Bernarda’s oppressive rule. It
highlights the often-overlooked perspectives of those caught in the margins.

7. La Poncia’s Wisdom: Navigating Power and Servitude
This book analyzes La Poncia’s complex relationship with Bernarda and the
daughters, showcasing her as both a servant and an advisor. It explores
themes of power dynamics within the household and the blurred lines between
servitude and influence. Readers gain insight into her pragmatic worldview
and survival strategies.

8. The Alba Sisters: Bonds of Blood and Conflict



Examining the intricate relationships among Bernarda’s daughters, this book
delves into sibling rivalry, loyalty, and shared suffering. It highlights how
each sister’s personality contributes to the family’s overall tension. The
narrative reveals the fragile balance between love and resentment in a
confined environment.

9. Tradition and Tyranny: The World of The House of Bernarda Alba
This comprehensive study situates the characters within the broader context
of Spanish culture and tradition. It analyzes how societal expectations and
honor codes shape the characters’ actions and fates. The book offers a
critical look at the intersection of individual desires and oppressive
customs in rural Spain.
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