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the holy spirit by charles c ryrie presents a comprehensive and authoritative
exploration of the person and work of the Holy Spirit from a biblical and
theological perspective. Charles C. Ryrie, a renowned theologian, provides an
in-depth analysis of the Holy Spirit’s role in the life of the believer, the
church, and in the broader context of Christian doctrine. This article delves
into key themes from Ryrie’s teachings, including the nature of the Holy
Spirit, His gifts, His indwelling presence, and His work in sanctification
and empowerment. Understanding the Holy Spirit according to Ryrie offers
valuable insights for students, pastors, and anyone interested in a balanced,
scriptural approach to pneumatology. The following sections will cover major
aspects of the Holy Spirit as presented by Charles C. Ryrie, ensuring a clear
and structured overview for a deeper grasp of this vital topic.

The Nature and Person of the Holy Spirit

The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments

The Indwelling and Filling of the Holy Spirit

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Sanctification and Empowerment

The Nature and Person of the Holy Spirit

Understanding the nature of the Holy Spirit is foundational to grasping the
full scope of His work. According to Charles C. Ryrie, the Holy Spirit is not
an impersonal force but a distinct Person within the Trinity. He possesses
attributes of personality, including intellect, emotion, and will, which
distinguishes Him from abstract forces or influences. Ryrie emphasizes the
deity of the Holy Spirit, affirming that He shares the same divine nature as
God the Father and God the Son, making Him fully God.

Attributes of the Holy Spirit

Ryrie outlines several key attributes that demonstrate the personality and
deity of the Holy Spirit. These include:

Intellect: The Spirit knows and teaches truth (John 14:26).

Emotion: The Spirit can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30), showing sensitivity
and feeling.

Will: The Spirit distributes spiritual gifts according to His will (1
Corinthians 12:11).

These attributes affirm that the Holy Spirit is an active, personal agent in
the believer’s life and in the world.



The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old and New
Testaments

Charles C. Ryrie carefully distinguishes the Holy Spirit’s activity as
revealed in both the Old and New Testaments. In the Old Testament, the
Spirit’s work was often selective and temporary, empowering specific
individuals for particular tasks. In contrast, the New Testament presents the
Spirit’s work as more permanent and universal for all believers.

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon prophets, judges, and kings
to enable them for service. However, this empowerment was usually temporary
and did not involve permanent indwelling. Examples include:

Moses receiving the Spirit to lead Israel (Numbers 11:25-26)

Samson empowered for strength (Judges 14:6)

David anointed by the Spirit to be king (1 Samuel 16:13)

This selective bestowal demonstrated God’s sovereign initiative but differed
significantly from the New Testament experience.

The Holy Spirit in the New Testament

The New Testament reveals a transformative work of the Holy Spirit, starting
with Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on all believers. Ryrie notes
that this marked the beginning of the Spirit’s permanent indwelling presence
in the life of the Christian. The Spirit’s work includes regeneration,
sanctification, and empowerment for service, making Him central to the
believer’s spiritual life.

The Indwelling and Filling of the Holy Spirit

One of the most important themes in Ryrie’s treatment of the Holy Spirit is
the distinction between the indwelling and filling of the Spirit. Both are
essential for the Christian life, but they have different meanings and
implications.

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit occurs at the moment of salvation. Ryrie
explains that every believer is permanently indwelt by the Spirit, who takes
up residence within the believer’s heart. This indwelling guarantees the
believer’s relationship with God and provides the basis for spiritual life
and growth.



Filling of the Holy Spirit

In contrast, the filling of the Holy Spirit is a repeated experience of being
empowered or controlled by the Spirit for service and holy living. Ryrie
emphasizes that the filling is not a one-time event but a continual process
where the believer yields to the Spirit’s influence. It results in increased
spiritual effectiveness and Christlike character.

Indwelling: Permanent, at salvation

Filling: Repeated, for empowerment and sanctification

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Charles C. Ryrie provides a balanced and biblical perspective on the
spiritual gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit. He categorizes the gifts as
special abilities given to believers for the edification of the church and
the advancement of the gospel. Ryrie stresses the importance of understanding
these gifts correctly to avoid extremes of neglect or misuse.

Classification of Spiritual Gifts

Ryrie organizes the gifts into several categories, including:

Revelational gifts: Such as prophecy, tongues, and interpretation of
tongues

Speaking gifts: Like teaching and exhortation

Serving gifts: Including helps, administration, and mercy

This classification helps clarify the diverse functions of the Holy Spirit in
the body of Christ, ensuring that all gifts contribute to the common good.

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts

According to Ryrie, the primary purpose of the Holy Spirit’s gifts is to
build up the church, unify believers, and equip them for ministry. The gifts
are not meant for personal glory but for service and glorifying God. Proper
use of the gifts reflects the Spirit’s work in advancing God’s kingdom on
earth.

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Sanctification and
Empowerment

Sanctification, the process of becoming holy and more like Christ, is another
critical aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work highlighted by Ryrie. The Spirit
actively transforms believers, enabling them to overcome sin and grow in



righteousness.

Sanctification

The Holy Spirit’s role in sanctification is both positional and progressive.
At salvation, the believer is positionally sanctified, set apart for God.
Subsequently, the Spirit works progressively in the believer’s life to
produce holiness and spiritual maturity. Ryrie stresses that sanctification
is a cooperative process requiring the believer’s submission to the Spirit’s
guidance.

Empowerment for Christian Living

Beyond sanctification, the Holy Spirit empowers believers for effective
Christian living and witness. This empowerment includes boldness in sharing
the gospel, spiritual wisdom, and strength to endure trials. Ryrie
underscores that the Spirit’s power is essential for living a victorious
Christian life and fulfilling the Great Commission.

Growth in Christlikeness

Victory over sin

Boldness and guidance in ministry

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Charles C. Ryrie and what is his perspective
on the Holy Spirit?

Charles C. Ryrie was a prominent American theologian known for his
dispensationalist views. In his teachings on the Holy Spirit, he emphasizes
the Spirit's active role in the believer's life, including empowerment,
guidance, and sanctification, while maintaining a balanced, biblically
grounded approach.

What does Charles C. Ryrie say about the baptism of
the Holy Spirit?

Ryrie teaches that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a unique experience that
occurs at the moment of salvation, uniting the believer with Christ and the
body of believers. He distinguishes this from subsequent experiences like the
filling of the Spirit.

According to Charles C. Ryrie, what is the difference
between being filled with the Holy Spirit and the



baptism of the Holy Spirit?

Ryrie explains that the baptism of the Holy Spirit happens once at salvation,
marking the believer's identification with Christ, while being filled with
the Spirit is a repeated experience that empowers and enables Christian
living and service.

How does Charles C. Ryrie interpret the gifts of the
Holy Spirit?

Ryrie holds a cessationist viewpoint regarding the miraculous gifts,
believing that certain gifts like tongues and prophecy were specific to the
apostolic age and are not normative for the church today, while other gifts
continue to function for edification.

What role does Charles C. Ryrie assign to the Holy
Spirit in the process of sanctification?

Ryrie teaches that the Holy Spirit plays a vital role in sanctification by
convicting believers of sin, enabling them to live holy lives, and producing
spiritual fruit, working in cooperation with the believer's effort.

Does Charles C. Ryrie discuss the personality and
deity of the Holy Spirit?

Yes, Ryrie affirms the Holy Spirit as a distinct person of the Trinity with
divine attributes, emphasizing His personality through attributes like
intelligence, will, and emotions, and His deity as equal with the Father and
the Son.

How does Charles C. Ryrie’s view on the Holy Spirit
compare to other theological perspectives?

Ryrie’s view is generally dispensational and conservative evangelical,
differing from Pentecostal and Charismatic perspectives by rejecting ongoing
miraculous gifts as normative, while sharing with them the importance of the
Spirit’s work in the believer’s life.

Additional Resources
1. The Holy Spirit: In Biblical Teaching, through the Centuries, and Today
This comprehensive work by Charles C. Ryrie explores the person and work of
the Holy Spirit from a biblical perspective. Ryrie traces the understanding
of the Holy Spirit through church history and addresses contemporary issues
related to the Spirit's role in the life of believers. The book offers clear
explanations and practical applications, making it accessible for both
students and lay readers.

2. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth
While not exclusively about the Holy Spirit, this systematic theology book
includes a thorough section on the Spirit's nature and work. Ryrie presents
complex theological concepts in an easy-to-understand format, helping readers
grasp the Spirit's role in salvation, sanctification, and spiritual gifts.
The book serves as a foundational resource for those seeking a broad



understanding of Christian doctrine.

3. Ryrie Study Bible: Notes on the Holy Spirit
In the Ryrie Study Bible, Charles C. Ryrie provides detailed notes and
commentary on passages related to the Holy Spirit. These insights help
readers better understand the Spirit's activity in the Old and New
Testaments. The study Bible format encourages personal study and reflection
on the Spirit’s influence in Scripture.

4. Balancing the Christian Life
This devotional-style book addresses the role of the Holy Spirit in guiding
and empowering believers to live a balanced Christian life. Ryrie emphasizes
the importance of the Spirit in personal growth, decision-making, and
overcoming temptation. The practical approach makes it useful for daily
spiritual development.

5. Ryrie's Practical Guide to the Holy Spirit
Focused specifically on the Holy Spirit, this guide breaks down theological
truths into practical insights for everyday Christian living. Charles Ryrie
explains the Spirit’s work in conviction, regeneration, and sanctification,
encouraging readers to cultivate a deeper relationship with God. The book
combines biblical teaching with real-world application.

6. Dispensationalism Today
Although primarily about dispensational theology, this book by Ryrie
discusses the Holy Spirit’s different roles across various dispensations. It
clarifies misunderstandings about the Spirit’s workings in the church age
compared to previous periods. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of how the
Spirit operates in God’s redemptive plan.

7. So Great Salvation
In this book, Ryrie examines the work of the Holy Spirit in the process of
salvation. He explores topics such as regeneration, sealing, and the Spirit's
witness to believers. The explanations are rooted firmly in Scripture,
providing a clear view of how the Holy Spirit brings about new life in
Christ.

8. Understanding Bible Prophecy
While focusing on prophecy, this book includes discussions about the Holy
Spirit’s role in inspiring and guiding prophetic revelation. Ryrie explains
how the Spirit has been active in revealing God’s future plans throughout
history. This connection enhances readers’ appreciation of the Spirit’s
ongoing work.

9. Christian Theology
This systematic theology textbook covers all major doctrines, including a
significant section on the Holy Spirit. Ryrie carefully outlines the Spirit’s
personhood, gifts, and ministries within the church and individual believers.
It is a valuable resource for students and pastors seeking an in-depth study
of the Holy Spirit within the broader context of Christian belief.
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