
the holy koran of the moorish science
temple
the holy koran of the moorish science temple is a central religious text
revered within the Moorish Science Temple of America, an organization founded
in the early 20th century that blends elements of Islam, Christianity, and
indigenous African beliefs. This sacred scripture serves as a spiritual guide
and foundational document for members, emphasizing Moorish identity, divine
heritage, and principles of self-knowledge and empowerment. The holy koran of
the moorish science temple is distinct from the Islamic Quran, reflecting a
unique theological framework and cultural context. This article explores the
origins, contents, and significance of the holy koran of the moorish science
temple, examining its role in the religious practices and identity formation
of Moorish Americans. Additionally, the discussion will cover the historical
background of the Moorish Science Temple and how the holy koran influences
its teachings and community life.
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Historical Background of the Moorish Science
Temple
The Moorish Science Temple of America was established in 1913 by Noble Drew
Ali, a religious leader who sought to uplift African Americans through a
renewed sense of cultural and spiritual identity. The organization combined
elements of Islam, Christianity, and various esoteric traditions to create a
unique spiritual movement. Central to this mission was the assertion that
African Americans were descendants of the ancient Moors, thereby reclaiming a
noble heritage that had been obscured by slavery and racial oppression. The
Moorish Science Temple aimed to instill pride, legal awareness, and spiritual
knowledge among its adherents.



Founding Principles and Beliefs
The Moorish Science Temple promotes the idea that members are “Moors” by
nationality and race, emphasizing a connection to the indigenous peoples of
North Africa. It teaches that spiritual enlightenment and social progress are
achievable through understanding one’s true identity and adhering to divine
laws. The organization encourages the study of sacred texts, including its
own holy scriptures, as a means of self-discovery and empowerment.

Growth and Influence
Throughout the 20th century, the Moorish Science Temple grew in membership
and influence, particularly in urban centers such as Chicago, New York, and
Detroit. Its teachings resonated with those seeking an alternative to
mainstream religious institutions and a framework for racial pride. The holy
koran of the moorish science temple became a cornerstone text in this
movement, guiding rituals, moral codes, and community organization.

The Origins of the Holy Koran of the Moorish
Science Temple
The holy koran of the moorish science temple was compiled by Noble Drew Ali
as part of his effort to establish a distinct religious identity for Moorish
Americans. While inspired by the Quran of Islam, this text is uniquely
tailored to reflect the historical, cultural, and spiritual narratives
important to the Moorish Science Temple. It incorporates elements of Islamic
theology, Christian scripture, and African mysticism, creating a hybrid
scripture that serves the specific needs of the community.

Noble Drew Ali’s Role
Noble Drew Ali is credited with authoring or assembling the holy koran of the
moorish science temple, drawing on a variety of sources to construct a text
that would educate and unify his followers. His leadership emphasized the
importance of reclaiming lost heritage and practicing spiritual discipline
based on the teachings contained in the holy koran.

Distinctiveness from the Islamic Quran
Although the name “Koran” is shared, the holy koran of the moorish science
temple differs significantly in content and purpose from the traditional
Islamic Quran. It presents a theological framework that aligns with the
Moorish Science Temple’s doctrines and cultural identity rather than orthodox
Islamic teachings. This distinction is important for understanding the text’s
role within the movement.



Core Teachings and Themes
The holy koran of the moorish science temple emphasizes themes of divine
identity, self-knowledge, moral conduct, and spiritual liberation. It
encourages adherents to recognize their Moorish nationality and divine origin
as a path to empowerment and community cohesion. Key teachings also focus on
the unity of God, the importance of lawful living, and the pursuit of truth.

Divine Identity and Heritage
The text underscores the belief that Moorish Americans are descendants of the
ancient Moors, endowed with a noble and divine lineage. This concept serves
as a foundation for the movement’s emphasis on reclaiming cultural pride and
spiritual awareness.

Law and Morality
The holy koran outlines a code of conduct that includes principles of
honesty, justice, respect, and self-discipline. These laws are viewed as
divine mandates that guide personal behavior and community relations,
fostering harmony and righteousness.

Spiritual Knowledge and Enlightenment
Followers are encouraged to seek knowledge of the self and the universe
through study and meditation on the holy koran’s teachings. This pursuit of
enlightenment is seen as essential for breaking free from mental and
spiritual bondage.

Structure and Content of the Holy Koran
The holy koran of the moorish science temple is organized into chapters and
verses that address various aspects of spiritual life, history, and law. Its
language combines poetic and didactic elements to convey moral lessons and
theological insights. The text is both instructional and inspirational,
serving as a manual for living according to Moorish principles.

Major Sections

Introduction to Moorish Identity and Divine Origin

Explanations of God and the Universe



Moral and Legal Codes for Individuals and Communities

Historical Narratives and Prophetic Teachings

Prayers, Rituals, and Spiritual Practices

Language and Symbolism
The holy koran employs symbolic language and metaphors drawn from Islamic,
Christian, and African traditions. This rich tapestry of imagery serves to
deepen the spiritual message and connect readers with a broader religious
heritage.

Significance in Moorish Science Temple
Practices
The holy koran of the moorish science temple is central to the religious life
and ceremonies of the Moorish Science Temple. It is used in teaching,
worship, and community gatherings, providing a shared foundation of beliefs
and values. Members study the text to gain insight into their identity and
responsibilities as Moors.

Role in Worship and Rituals
During services, passages from the holy koran are recited and interpreted to
reinforce doctrinal points and inspire devotion. The text also informs
various rituals that mark significant life events and communal observances.

Educational Use
The holy koran is a primary resource for instruction within the Moorish
Science Temple’s educational programs. It guides discussions on history,
spirituality, and ethics, helping members internalize the movement’s
teachings.

Impact and Legacy
The holy koran of the moorish science temple has played a crucial role in
shaping the identity and spiritual outlook of Moorish Americans for over a
century. It has empowered individuals and communities to reclaim a sense of
dignity and purpose rooted in their heritage. The text continues to be a
source of inspiration and guidance for contemporary adherents.



Influence on African American Religious Movements
The Moorish Science Temple and its holy koran have influenced other African
American religious and cultural movements by promoting themes of empowerment,
identity, and spiritual sovereignty. Its legacy is evident in the broader
discourse on race, religion, and self-determination in America.

Continuing Relevance
Today, the holy koran of the moorish science temple remains a vital spiritual
document for members, sustaining the community’s traditions and beliefs in
the face of modern challenges. Its teachings encourage ongoing reflection on
identity, faith, and social justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple?
The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple is a religious text used by
members of the Moorish Science Temple of America, containing teachings and
doctrines that blend Islam with elements of African-American identity and
Moorish heritage.

Who founded the Moorish Science Temple and authored
the Holy Koran used by the movement?
The Moorish Science Temple was founded by Noble Drew Ali in the early 20th
century, who also authored 'The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple,' a
text that outlines the beliefs and practices of the movement.

How does the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple differ from the Islamic Quran?
The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple is distinct from the Islamic
Quran; it incorporates elements of Islamic teachings but also includes unique
doctrines, historical narratives, and cultural identity aspects specific to
the Moorish Science Temple.

What role does the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple play in the identity of its followers?
The text serves as a foundational scripture that reinforces the Moorish
identity, spiritual beliefs, and cultural pride among followers, emphasizing
their connection to Moorish heritage and Islamic principles.



Is the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple
recognized by mainstream Islamic scholars?
Generally, mainstream Islamic scholars do not recognize the Holy Koran of the
Moorish Science Temple as an authentic Islamic scripture because it differs
significantly from the traditional Quran and includes additional teachings
unique to the Moorish Science Temple.

Can the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple be
accessed online or purchased?
Yes, the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple is available both online
and in print through various sources, including official Moorish Science
Temple websites and independent booksellers.

What are some key teachings found in the Holy Koran
of the Moorish Science Temple?
Key teachings include the recognition of African Americans as Moors, the
emphasis on spiritual enlightenment, the practice of self-identity, and the
promotion of moral and ethical living based on a blend of Islamic and
indigenous beliefs.

How has the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple
influenced African American religious movements?
It has contributed to the development of a unique religious and cultural
identity among African Americans, inspiring pride in Moorish heritage and
influencing other movements that seek to reclaim African and Islamic history.

Are there any controversies associated with the Holy
Koran of the Moorish Science Temple?
Yes, some controversies stem from legal and historical disputes over the
interpretation of Moorish identity, the status of the text as scripture, and
the movement's claims regarding citizenship and sovereignty.

Additional Resources
1. The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America
This is the foundational scripture of the Moorish Science Temple, written by
Noble Drew Ali. It combines elements of the Quran, the Bible, and other
religious texts, presenting a unique spiritual philosophy aimed at African
Americans. The book emphasizes self-identity, spiritual awakening, and the
connection to Moorish heritage.



2. The Moorish Science Temple Doctrine
This book elaborates on the teachings found in the Holy Koran, outlining the
religious laws, moral principles, and societal regulations for members of the
Moorish Science Temple. It serves as a guide for daily living and spiritual
development within the Moorish community. The doctrine reinforces the
importance of cultural pride and national identity.

3. The Circle Seven Koran
An alternative name sometimes used for the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple, this text highlights the symbolic significance of the number seven in
Moorish teachings. It includes prayers, affirmations, and lessons designed to
elevate the consciousness of followers. The book is a spiritual manual for
understanding the divine nature of man.

4. Noble Drew Ali: The Prophet and His Teachings
This biography explores the life of Noble Drew Ali, the founder of the
Moorish Science Temple, and the origins of the Holy Koran. It provides
insights into his vision, challenges, and the historical context in which he
developed his religious movement. Readers gain a deeper appreciation of the
Koran’s significance through the prophet’s story.

5. Symbols and Signs of the Moorish Science Temple
Focusing on the various symbols, emblems, and flags mentioned or used in
conjunction with the Holy Koran, this book deciphers their meanings and
spiritual importance. It explains how these symbols foster unity and identity
among Moorish Americans. The text also connects symbolic elements to the
broader teachings of the Koran.

6. The Moorish Science Temple and African American Identity
This work examines how the Holy Koran influences African American cultural
and religious identity. It discusses the role of Moorish science in
reclaiming heritage and redefining self-perception. The book also addresses
contemporary applications of Moorish teachings in social justice and
community empowerment.

7. Lessons in Moorish Spirituality
A practical guide inspired by the Holy Koran, this book offers exercises,
meditations, and reflections to deepen one's spiritual practice. It breaks
down complex concepts into accessible lessons for everyday life. The text
encourages readers to cultivate inner peace and moral integrity through
Moorish principles.

8. The Moorish Science Temple and the Law of Nations
This book explores the legal and political implications of the Holy Koran’s
teachings, particularly regarding citizenship, sovereignty, and rights. It
discusses how members of the Moorish Science Temple view their status under
international law and the U.S. Constitution. The text is often referenced in
discussions about Moorish legal identity.

9. Moorish History and the Holy Koran
Delving into the historical narratives embedded within the Holy Koran, this



book traces the origins of the Moors and their influence on world
civilizations. It highlights the connections between Moorish history and the
spiritual messages conveyed in the Koran. Readers are encouraged to
understand history as a key component of Moorish self-awareness.
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