the history of the rockettes

the history of the rockettes is a fascinating journey through the development of one of America’s
most iconic precision dance companies. Known for their eye-catching high kicks, immaculate
precision, and glamorous performances, the Rockettes have become a symbol of entertainment and
holiday tradition, especially in New York City. This article delves into the origins of the Rockettes,
their rise to fame, and how they have evolved over the decades to maintain their status as a premier
dance troupe. From their early days in the 1920s to their present-day performances, the history of
the Rockettes reveals a unique blend of artistry, discipline, and showmanship. This detailed account
will explore their founding, significant milestones, cultural impact, and ongoing legacy in the world
of dance and entertainment. Below is an overview of what will be covered in this comprehensive
guide.

e Origins and Founding of the Rockettes
 Rise to National Fame

e Signature Style and Performances

e Evolution and Modern Era

e Cultural Impact and Legacy

Origins and Founding of the Rockettes

The history of the Rockettes begins in the early 1920s, rooted in the tradition of precision dance and
vaudeville entertainment. The troupe was originally formed in 1925 as the "Missouri Rockets" in St.
Louis, Missouri. The idea was conceived by Russell Markert, a choreographer with a vision to create
a synchronized dance troupe that combined high kicks with precision formations inspired by
European dance troupes.

Russell Markert and the Creation of the Troupe

Russell Markert played a crucial role in the creation and development of the Rockettes. His concept
of a highly disciplined and visually spectacular dance team led to the formation of the Missouri
Rockets. Markert’s approach emphasized uniformity, timing, and the iconic high-kicking style that
would come to define the group. His choreography drew inspiration from European precision dance
troupes, including the Tiller Girls from England.



Transition to New York and Radio City Music Hall

In 1932, the troupe moved to New York City and was renamed the Rockettes to align with the
modern, futuristic image associated with the era’s space-age enthusiasm. They became the resident
dance company at Radio City Music Hall, which opened that year as part of Rockefeller Center. This
venue provided the Rockettes with a grand stage and a permanent home that would help launch
their national prominence.

Rise to National Fame

The history of the Rockettes is marked by their rapid rise to national fame following their
engagement at Radio City Music Hall. Their precision dance routines and glamorous presentation
quickly captured the public’s imagination, making them one of the most popular dance troupes in
the United States.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular

One of the defining moments in the Rockettes’ history was the establishment of the Radio City
Christmas Spectacular in 1933. This annual holiday show became synonymous with the Rockettes
and remains one of their most famous productions. The Christmas Spectacular features elaborate
costumes, festive choreography, and the Rockettes’ signature high-kicking line, attracting millions of
attendees over the decades.

Expansion Through Tours and Media

Following their success at Radio City, the Rockettes expanded their reach through national tours

and appearances in films and television. Their performances in Hollywood musicals during the 1930s
and 1940s helped solidify their reputation across the country and beyond. Television specials in later
decades brought the Rockettes into American living rooms, increasing their visibility and popularity.

Signature Style and Performances

The history of the Rockettes is inseparable from their distinctive performance style, which blends
precision dance, synchronized movements, and theatrical flair. Their routines are characterized by
perfectly timed high kicks, intricate formations, and uniform costumes, creating a visually
mesmerizing spectacle.



Precision Dance and Choreography

The Rockettes are renowned for their rigorous choreography that demands exact timing and
coordination. Dancers must execute high kicks in unison, maintain consistent posture, and move
seamlessly as a group. This level of precision requires extensive training and rehearsal, making the
Rockettes a benchmark for disciplined dance performance.

Iconic Routines and Costumes

Over the years, the Rockettes have developed a repertoire of iconic routines, including the famous
"Rockettes Kick Line," the "Parade of the Wooden Soldiers," and seasonal performances like the
"Living Nativity." Their costumes are often glittering and elaborate, designed to complement the
choreography and enhance the visual impact of their shows.

e Sequined dresses and skirts
e Feathered headpieces
e Coordinated boots and hosiery

¢ Seasonal thematic outfits

Evolution and Modern Era

The history of the Rockettes continues to evolve in the 21st century as they adapt to changing
cultural norms and entertainment landscapes. While maintaining their trademark style, the
Rockettes have embraced inclusivity and innovation to stay relevant.

Inclusivity and Diversity

Traditionally characterized by a very specific look and body type, the Rockettes have made strides
toward greater diversity and inclusivity in recent years. This shift reflects broader societal changes
and has allowed the troupe to welcome dancers of varied backgrounds and ethnicities, enriching
their performances and appeal.

Technological Enhancements and New Productions

Modern Rockettes performances incorporate advanced lighting, sound systems, and stage



technology to create immersive experiences. New productions continue to expand beyond the
Christmas Spectacular, exploring contemporary themes while honoring the troupe’s classic
elements.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The history of the Rockettes is not only a tale of entertainment but also one of significant cultural
influence. Their enduring presence has shaped American holiday traditions and the art of precision
dance.

Symbol of Holiday Tradition

The Rockettes have become synonymous with the Christmas season in the United States,
particularly through the Radio City Christmas Spectacular. For many families, attending the show is
an annual tradition that marks the beginning of the holiday festivities.

Influence on Dance and Popular Culture

The Rockettes’ style has inspired generations of dancers and choreographers worldwide. Their
emphasis on precision and synchronization set a high standard in the dance community.
Additionally, their image has been featured in films, television, and advertising campaigns,
cementing their place in popular culture.

Notable Achievements

e Over 90 years of continuous performance at Radio City Music Hall
e Recognition as one of the longest-running dance troupes in the world
e Introduction of new dance styles and inclusive casting policies in recent decades

 Participation in major national events, including presidential inaugurations and parades

Frequently Asked Questions



When were the Rockettes founded?

The Rockettes were founded in 1925 as the Missouri Rockets in St. Louis before moving to New York
City and becoming the Radio City Rockettes in 1932.

Who created the Rockettes?

The Rockettes were created by Russell Markert, who envisioned a precision dance troupe that
combined high kicks and synchronized choreography inspired by the Tiller Girls.

What is the significance of the Radio City Rockettes?

The Radio City Rockettes are significant for their precision dance performances, particularly their
annual Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, becoming an iconic symbol of New York
City's holiday season.

How has the Rockettes' style evolved over time?

The Rockettes' style has evolved from vaudeville-inspired performances to highly choreographed,
Broadway-style precision dancing, incorporating modern themes while maintaining their signature
high kicks and synchronization.

When did the Rockettes first perform at Radio City Music
Hall?

The Rockettes first performed at Radio City Music Hall in 1932, shortly after the venue opened,
becoming its resident dance troupe and a staple of its shows.

What milestones have the Rockettes achieved in their history?

Notable milestones include their debut at Radio City Music Hall in 1932, the start of the annual
Christmas Spectacular in 1933, performing at major events like the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade, and breaking barriers by welcoming dancers of diverse backgrounds.

Additional Resources

1. Rockettes: The History of America's Most Famous Precision Dance Company

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Rockettes, tracing their origins from the early
20th century to their rise as a New York City cultural icon. It highlights key moments in the
company’s development, including their signature precision dance style and their long-standing
association with Radio City Music Hall. Filled with rare photographs and interviews, it provides a
vivid picture of the dancers' dedication and the evolution of their performances.

2. Behind the Curtain: The Untold Stories of the Rockettes

Delving beyond the stage, this book uncovers the personal stories and challenges faced by Rockettes
throughout their careers. It explores the rigorous training, the camaraderie among dancers, and the
pressures of maintaining perfect synchronization. The narrative also addresses how the Rockettes
navigated changes in social norms and entertainment trends over the decades.



3. Precision and Glamour: The Rockettes Through the Ages

This title chronicles the Rockettes’ stylistic and artistic transformations from their founding in the
1920s to the present day. Readers will find detailed accounts of their landmark performances,
costume innovations, and the influence of various choreographers. The book also contextualizes the
Rockettes within the broader history of American dance and theater.

4. Radio City Rockettes: Dance, Discipline, and Dreams

Focusing on the Rockettes’ home at Radio City Music Hall, this book examines how the venue
shaped their identity and fame. It includes insights into the annual Christmas Spectacular and other
signature shows that have become holiday traditions. The author also discusses the Rockettes'
impact on popular culture and their role as ambassadors of American showmanship.

5. Kickline Legends: The Women Behind the Rockettes

Highlighting the women who have kept the Rockettes’ legacy alive, this book provides biographical
sketches and oral histories from past and present dancers. It celebrates their achievements while
addressing issues such as gender roles, body image, and the pursuit of artistic excellence. The book
offers an intimate look at the human side of this iconic dance troupe.

6. The Rockettes and the Evolution of American Entertainment

This work situates the Rockettes within the broader trends of 20th-century entertainment,
examining how they adapted to changing tastes and technologies. It discusses their participation in
films, television, and live tours, showing their versatility beyond the stage. The book also analyzes
how the Rockettes have maintained relevance in a competitive entertainment landscape.

7. Step by Step: The Training and Technique of the Rockettes

A detailed exploration of the rigorous training regimen that produces the Rockettes’ trademark
precision and stamina. The book covers dance techniques, rehearsal processes, and the physical
demands placed on the dancers. It also includes interviews with instructors and choreographers who
have helped shape the company’s style.

8. The Magic of the Christmas Spectacular: Rockettes at Radio City

Dedicated to the beloved annual Christmas Spectacular, this book delves into the show's history,
production, and cultural significance. It highlights the Rockettes’ performances, the elaborate sets
and costumes, and the show's enduring popularity. The narrative captures the festive spirit and the
behind-the-scenes efforts that make the spectacle possible.

9. From Broadway to Radio City: The Rockettes' Journey

Tracing the Rockettes’ migration from their original Broadway roots to their iconic status at Radio
City Music Hall, this book explores pivotal moments and key figures in their history. It discusses the
company’s artistic collaborations, business decisions, and the challenges of sustaining a large dance
troupe. The book provides a balanced view of both the glamour and the hard work involved in their
ongoing success.
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