
the green glass sea

the green glass sea is a captivating historical novel that delves into the complexities of family,
science, and morality during a pivotal era in American history. Set against the backdrop of the
Manhattan Project, this novel explores the experiences of a young girl named Dewey Kerrigan as she
navigates life in Los Alamos, New Mexico, where her father works on the development of the atomic
bomb. The green glass sea presents a nuanced portrayal of the scientific community and the ethical
dilemmas faced by those involved in groundbreaking research. This article provides an in-depth look
at the novel’s plot, characters, themes, and its significance in historical and literary contexts.
Additionally, it examines the author’s approach and the reception of the book among readers and
critics alike.
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Overview of The Green Glass Sea
The green glass sea is a young adult historical novel written by Ellen Klages. It centers on Dewey
Kerrigan, a young girl who moves to Los Alamos in the 1940s when her mother marries a physicist
involved in the secretive Manhattan Project. The novel intricately portrays Dewey’s adjustment to a
highly controlled and isolated scientific community, emphasizing the personal and social challenges
she faces. Through Dewey’s perspective, readers gain insight into the tension and excitement
surrounding the development of nuclear weapons during World War II. The title itself references a
mysterious green glass that symbolizes the blending of innocence and the harsh realities of science
and war.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The green glass sea features a cast of well-developed characters whose interactions and growth drive
the narrative forward. Understanding these key figures provides deeper appreciation of the novel’s
emotional and historical dimensions.



Dewey Kerrigan
Dewey is the protagonist and narrator of the story. Her youthful innocence contrasts sharply with the
grave scientific work happening around her. Through Dewey’s eyes, readers explore themes of
identity, belonging, and the loss of innocence.

Suzy Kerrigan
Suzy, Dewey’s mother, offers a perspective on the domestic and emotional impacts of living in a
secretive and high-pressure environment. Her struggles highlight the personal sacrifices made by
families during wartime.

Gregory Kerrigan
Gregory is Dewey’s stepfather and a physicist working on the atomic bomb. His character embodies
the scientific ambition and ethical questions faced by those involved in the Manhattan Project.

Supporting Characters
The novel includes a range of secondary characters, including scientists, families, and military
personnel, each contributing to the rich tapestry of life in Los Alamos during this critical period.

Historical Context and Setting
The green glass sea is firmly rooted in the historical context of the early 1940s, specifically focusing
on the secret city of Los Alamos, New Mexico. This section explores the real-world background against
which the novel unfolds.

The Manhattan Project
The Manhattan Project was a classified research initiative during World War II aimed at developing the
first atomic bombs. The green glass sea portrays the scientific breakthroughs, security measures, and
moral quandaries associated with this project.

Life in Los Alamos
Los Alamos was a closed community where scientists and their families lived under strict secrecy. The
novel vividly depicts the isolation, camaraderie, and tension experienced by residents in this unique
environment.



Impact of World War II
The war’s influence permeates every aspect of the characters’ lives, from the urgency of scientific
work to the emotional toll on families separated from the broader world.

Key Themes and Motifs
The green glass sea weaves several important themes and motifs throughout its narrative, enriching
the story’s depth and resonance.

Science and Ethics
The novel examines the ethical dilemmas faced by scientists who are developing weapons of mass
destruction. It raises questions about responsibility, the pursuit of knowledge, and the consequences
of scientific progress.

Innocence and Maturity
Dewey’s coming-of-age story highlights the loss of innocence amid the backdrop of war and scientific
discovery. The green glass sea metaphorically represents this transition.

Family and Belonging
The complexities of family relationships and the search for belonging are central to the narrative. The
novel explores how individuals cope with change and uncertainty within their personal lives.

Secrecy and Isolation
The secretive nature of the Manhattan Project leads to themes of isolation and mistrust, affecting
both the community and individual relationships.

Author’s Style and Narrative Technique
Ellen Klages employs a clear, evocative prose style that brings historical settings and characters to
life. The narrative technique enhances the immersive experience of the story.

First-Person Perspective
The story is told through Dewey’s first-person point of view, which provides an intimate and authentic
account of the events and emotions experienced by a young girl in a complex world.



Historical Accuracy and Detail
The green glass sea is noted for its meticulous research and attention to historical detail, which lend
credibility and depth to the fictional narrative.

Symbolism and Imagery
The author uses recurring symbols, such as the green glass sea itself, to convey themes related to
clarity, reflection, and transformation.

Reception and Impact
Since its publication, the green glass sea has received critical acclaim and has made a significant
impact in the realm of historical fiction for young readers.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the novel for its compelling storytelling, nuanced characters, and sensitive
treatment of complex historical subjects.

Educational Value
The green glass sea is frequently used in educational settings to introduce students to World War II
history, ethics in science, and literary analysis.

Influence on Readers
Readers often find the novel thought-provoking and emotionally engaging, encouraging reflection on
the interplay between science and humanity during times of conflict.

Notable Awards and Nominations

Received recognition from various literary organizations for excellence in young adult literature

Nominated for awards highlighting historical fiction and educational books

Included in recommended reading lists for middle and high school curricula



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Green Glass Sea'?
The main theme of 'The Green Glass Sea' is the impact of war on families and individuals, particularly
focusing on the experiences of children during World War II and the development of the atomic bomb.

Who is the author of 'The Green Glass Sea'?
'The Green Glass Sea' is written by Ellen Klages.

What is the setting of 'The Green Glass Sea'?
The novel is set primarily in Los Alamos, New Mexico, during World War II, where the Manhattan
Project was underway.

Who are the main characters in 'The Green Glass Sea'?
The main characters are Dewey Kerrigan, a young girl living with her father who is working on the
Manhattan Project, and her friend Suze, who is a scientist's daughter.

How does 'The Green Glass Sea' address the ethical
implications of the atomic bomb?
The book explores the moral dilemmas and emotional conflicts faced by the characters involved in the
creation of the atomic bomb, highlighting the tension between scientific progress and its devastating
consequences.

Is 'The Green Glass Sea' suitable for middle-grade readers?
Yes, 'The Green Glass Sea' is a historical fiction novel aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages
10-14, though it deals with complex themes in an accessible way.

Does 'The Green Glass Sea' have a sequel?
Yes, the sequel to 'The Green Glass Sea' is titled 'White Sands, Red Menace,' which continues the
story of the characters during the early Cold War period.

What does the title 'The Green Glass Sea' symbolize?
The title 'The Green Glass Sea' symbolizes the mysterious and sometimes ominous environment of
Los Alamos, as well as the fragile and transformative nature of the atomic age.

How accurate is 'The Green Glass Sea' in depicting historical
events?
'The Green Glass Sea' is well-researched and incorporates accurate historical details about the



Manhattan Project and life in Los Alamos, although it is a work of fiction focusing on personal stories.

Additional Resources
1. The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages
This historical novel tells the story of Dewey Kerrigan, a young girl living in Los Alamos during the
development of the atomic bomb. The narrative explores themes of friendship, science, and the moral
dilemmas faced by those involved in the Manhattan Project. It provides a unique perspective on a
pivotal moment in history through the eyes of a child.

2. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
Set during the Dust Bowl era, this poetic novel captures the struggles of a young girl named Billie Jo
as she deals with loss and hardship. While not directly connected to the Manhattan Project, it shares a
similar tone of resilience and historical context of 1930s-1940s America. The book is known for its
emotional depth and evocative storytelling.

3. Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
This gripping World War II novel centers on the friendship between two young women—a pilot and a
spy. It delves into themes of courage, sacrifice, and the complexities of war, paralleling the secretive
and intense atmosphere found in The Green Glass Sea. The story is a blend of suspense and
emotional intensity.

4. Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene
Set during World War II, this novel follows a Jewish-American girl who befriends a German prisoner of
war. The story explores themes of identity, loyalty, and the impact of war on individuals, much like
the personal stories woven into The Green Glass Sea. It offers a poignant look at human connection
amid conflict.

5. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Told from Death’s perspective, this novel follows a young girl in Nazi Germany who finds solace in
books during turbulent times. It shares with The Green Glass Sea a focus on young protagonists
navigating the moral complexities and harsh realities of war. The narrative is both heart-wrenching
and inspiring.

6. Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin
This non-fiction book provides a detailed account of the Manhattan Project and the espionage
surrounding the development of the atomic bomb. It complements the fictional portrayal found in The
Green Glass Sea by offering historical facts and thrilling real-life drama. It’s an engaging read for
those interested in the science and history behind the story.

7. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark, this novel follows a young girl’s courageous efforts to help her Jewish
friends escape persecution. Like The Green Glass Sea, it highlights the bravery and resilience of
children during World War II. The story is both educational and emotionally powerful.

8. My Brother’s Keeper by Patricia MacLachlan
This novel explores the relationship between siblings facing challenges during wartime America. It
shares themes of family, loyalty, and growth under difficult circumstances, resonating with the
familial dynamics in The Green Glass Sea. The book offers a heartfelt look at love and sacrifice.



9. The Atomic City Girls by Janet Beard
This historical fiction novel follows a group of women working in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during the
Manhattan Project. It provides a female perspective on the secretive and high-pressure environment
of atomic bomb development, paralleling the experiences depicted in The Green Glass Sea. The story
celebrates courage and camaraderie in a pivotal era.
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