the great hunt wheel of time

the great hunt wheel of time stands as a pivotal installment in Robert Jordan's epic
fantasy series, The Wheel of Time. This novel deepens the intricate world-building and
advances the complex narrative arcs established in the series' opening book. Renowned
for its richly detailed setting, multifaceted characters, and intricate plotlines, The Great
Hunt explores themes of destiny, power, and conflict within the mythical Wheel of Time
universe. As the second book in the series, it introduces new challenges and expands on
the lore surrounding the One Power, the Dragon Reborn, and the struggle against the
Dark One. This article delves into the plot, characters, themes, and significance of The
Great Hunt within the broader Wheel of Time saga. It also examines its impact on fantasy
literature and its role in shaping the series' ongoing narrative. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview, ensuring an in-depth understanding of this critical
work.
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Overview of The Great Hunt

The Great Hunt Wheel of Time novel is the second volume in Robert Jordan's expansive
fantasy series, continuing the journey from the first book, The Eye of the World. Published
in 1990, this installment expands the scope of the story by introducing new locations,
cultures, and characters. It centers around the hunt for the Horn of Valere, a legendary
artifact with the power to summon heroes from the past. The narrative intertwines
personal growth, political intrigue, and mystical elements, providing readers with a rich
tapestry of fantasy storytelling. This book is notable for its blend of action, world-building,
and character development, which has helped cement The Wheel of Time as a landmark in
the fantasy genre.

Setting and World-Building

The Great Hunt takes place in a meticulously crafted world where time is cyclical, and the
struggle between Light and Shadow is eternal. Various cultures and regions are
introduced, including the nomadic Seanchan and the powerful Aes Sedai. Jordan's



attention to detail in geography, history, and magic systems enhances the immersive
quality of the narrative. The Wheel of Time’s universe is governed by the One Power, a
mystical force that characters in the story can channel, impacting the dynamics of power
and conflict throughout the series.

Publication and Reception

Upon release, The Great Hunt was met with critical acclaim for its compelling storytelling
and complex characters. It solidified Robert Jordan's reputation as a master of epic
fantasy. The book's success contributed to the growing popularity of The Wheel of Time
series, which eventually spanned fourteen volumes and a prequel. Its reception
highlighted the demand for immersive, character-driven fantasy narratives during the
1990s and beyond.

Main Characters and Their Development

The Great Hunt Wheel of Time features a diverse cast of characters whose arcs evolve
significantly in this installment. These characters embody various facets of the story’s
central themes, such as destiny, loyalty, and the struggle for power. Their development
adds depth to the overarching narrative and engages readers through complex
interpersonal dynamics.

Rand al’Thor

Rand al’Thor, the protagonist, continues to grapple with his emerging identity as the
Dragon Reborn. His journey in The Great Hunt involves mastering his abilities and
accepting his destiny. Rand’s character growth is marked by increasing responsibility and
internal conflict, as he balances his humanity with the expectations placed upon him.

Egwene al’Vere and Nynaeve al’Meara

Both Egwene and Nynaeve experience significant growth as they explore their potential to
channel the One Power. Their training and challenges highlight the role of women in the
Wheel of Time universe, showcasing strength, resilience, and complexity. Their evolving
relationships with other characters add emotional depth to the story.

Mat Cauthon and Perrin Aybara

Mat and Perrin, Rand’s close friends, face their own unique trials throughout The Great
Hunt. Mat struggles with a magical dagger’s corrupting influence, while Perrin confronts
his connection to wolves and burgeoning leadership qualities. Their individual paths
illustrate themes of friendship, loyalty, and self-discovery.



Plot Summary and Key Events

The Great Hunt Wheel of Time novel revolves around a high-stakes quest that propels the
narrative forward and introduces critical plot developments. The storyline is rich with
adventure, political machinations, and supernatural elements, all of which contribute to
the tension and pace of the novel.

The Horn of Valere

The central plot device in The Great Hunt is the Horn of Valere, a legendary artifact
capable of summoning dead heroes to fight for the Light. Its theft and subsequent search
drive much of the action, involving multiple factions competing for control. The hunt for
the Horn serves as a catalyst for character interactions and the unfolding of key events.

The Seanchan Invasion

The introduction of the Seanchan, a formidable empire from across the sea, adds a new
dimension of political intrigue and conflict. Their invasion challenges the existing power
structures and forces the protagonists to navigate new alliances and threats. This subplot
broadens the scope of the series’ world and raises the stakes for all involved.

Climactic Battles and Revelations

The Great Hunt features several intense confrontations that test the characters' abilities
and resolve. These battles are not only physical but also psychological, as characters face
personal demons and revelations about their destinies. These moments significantly alter
the course of the series and deepen the narrative complexity.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

The Great Hunt Wheel of Time incorporates numerous themes and symbols that enrich the
story and resonate with readers. These elements contribute to the novel’s enduring appeal
and its status as a cornerstone of epic fantasy literature.

Destiny and Free Will

A prominent theme is the tension between destiny and free will. Characters like Rand
al’Thor struggle with predestined roles while trying to assert personal agency. This
dynamic explores philosophical questions about fate and choice, reflecting the cyclical
nature of time as symbolized by the titular Wheel.



Light versus Shadow

The eternal conflict between Light and Shadow underpins the narrative, embodied by the
Dark One and the forces opposing him. This duality is expressed through characters,
events, and symbols throughout the book, emphasizing the moral and existential stakes
involved in the struggle.

Symbolism of the Wheel and the Pattern

The Wheel of Time itself symbolizes the cyclical progression of history and the
interweaving of individual destinies into a larger Pattern. This metaphor permeates the
novel’s structure and themes, reinforcing the idea that all actions contribute to a grand
cosmic design.

Role in The Wheel of Time Series

The Great Hunt is a crucial installment that advances the overarching narrative of The
Wheel of Time series. It bridges the foundation laid in the first book with the complex
developments that follow, setting the stage for future conflicts and character evolution.

Expansion of the Narrative Scope

This novel broadens the series’ geographical and cultural horizons, introducing new
factions and expanding the lore. It shifts the narrative from a relatively localized story to a
continent-spanning epic, increasing the scale and complexity of the series.

Character Arcs and Foreshadowing

The Great Hunt deepens character arcs and introduces foreshadowing elements that pay
off in later books. The novel’s events highlight the growth and challenges of central
figures, while planting seeds for future plotlines and revelations.

Impact on Fantasy Literature

The Great Hunt Wheel of Time has had a lasting influence on the fantasy genre,
contributing to the evolution of epic fantasy storytelling. Its detailed world-building,
intricate plot, and complex characters have inspired numerous authors and readers alike.

Influence on Subsequent Works

The novel’s success helped popularize long-form serialized fantasy, encouraging expansive
world-building and multi-volume story arcs. Its approach to magic systems, politics, and
character development set new standards within the genre.



Legacy and Adaptations

While The Great Hunt itself has not been adapted independently, its events and characters
are integral to adaptations of The Wheel of Time series, including television and other
media. This enduring legacy underscores the novel’s importance within the fantasy canon.

Key Elements of Its Enduring Popularity

Richly developed characters with complex motivations

Intricate and immersive world-building

Engaging and multifaceted plotlines

Exploration of universal themes such as destiny and power

Blend of action, mysticism, and political intrigue

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Hunt' in the Wheel of Time series?

'The Great Hunt' is the second book in Robert Jordan's Wheel of Time series, continuing
the epic fantasy story of Rand al'Thor and his companions as they pursue the powerful
Horn of Valere.

Who are the main characters featured in 'The Great
Hunt'?

The main characters include Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin Aybara, Egwene al'Vere,
and Nynaeve al'Meara, among others, each playing crucial roles in the unfolding story.

What is the significance of the Horn of Valere in 'The
Great Hunt'?

The Horn of Valere is a legendary artifact that can summon dead heroes to fight for the
Light. In 'The Great Hunt,' its theft triggers a perilous quest to recover it.

How does 'The Great Hunt' expand the Wheel of Time
world?

'The Great Hunt' introduces new locations, cultures, and magical elements, deepening the
lore and complexity of Robert Jordan's fantasy universe.



Are there any new magical abilities or powers
introduced in 'The Great Hunt'?

Yes, the book explores more about channeling the One Power and introduces the concept
of the Seanchan and their unique magic and societal structure.

What role does the Seanchan play in 'The Great Hunt'?

The Seanchan are introduced as a powerful invading force with unique magic and strict
hierarchy, posing a significant threat to the protagonists.

Is 'The Great Hunt' available as a TV series adaptation?

As of now, 'The Great Hunt' is part of the storyline adapted in the Amazon Prime series
‘The Wheel of Time,' which covers events from the first two books.

What themes are explored in 'The Great Hunt'?

Themes include destiny, friendship, the battle between good and evil, and the struggle to
accept one's role in the fate of the world.

How does 'The Great Hunt' set up the rest of the Wheel
of Time series?

‘The Great Hunt' expands the epic narrative, introduces major plotlines and characters,
and sets the stage for the escalating conflict that drives the series forward.

Additional Resources

1. The Eye of the World

The first book in Robert Jordan's Wheel of Time series, "The Eye of the World" introduces
readers to a richly detailed fantasy world where magic is real and the fate of humanity
hangs in the balance. Young Rand al’Thor and his friends are thrust from their quiet
village into a perilous journey to escape dark forces. The story sets the stage for an epic
saga filled with prophecy, ancient powers, and looming conflict.

2. The Great Hunt

In the second installment of the Wheel of Time, "The Great Hunt," Rand al’Thor embarks
on a quest to recover a powerful artifact known as the Horn of Valere. The hunt takes
Rand and his companions across dangerous lands, drawing them into political intrigue and
battles against shadowy enemies. This book deepens the world-building and expands the
scope of the series’ mythos.

3. The Dragon Reborn

"The Dragon Reborn" focuses on Rand coming to terms with his identity as the prophesied
savior and destroyer, the Dragon Reborn. As he struggles with the immense
responsibilities and dangers of his role, his friends also face their own trials and
challenges. The novel builds tension and sets up crucial developments for the series’



overarching conflict.

4. The Shadow Rising

In "The Shadow Rising," Rand and his allies face growing threats from both external
enemies and internal divisions. The story explores the cultures and histories of various
peoples within the Wheel of Time world, particularly the Aiel. It is a pivotal volume that
deepens character development and advances the plot toward an inevitable confrontation.

5. The Fires of Heaven

This fifth book sees Rand consolidating his power and making difficult decisions as
factions vie for control and the forces of the Dark One grow stronger. The narrative shifts
between multiple perspectives, revealing intricate political maneuvers and epic battles.
"The Fires of Heaven" is notable for its intense action and significant character arcs.

6. A Crown of Swords

In "A Crown of Swords," the story focuses on the aftermath of previous conflicts, with
Rand seeking to solidify his leadership and confront new threats. The book explores
themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the burden of destiny. The intricate plotlines continue to
weave together the fates of many characters across the sprawling world.

7. The Path of Daggers

This installment deals with mounting tensions as Rand’s campaign against the forces of
darkness intensifies. The story delves into the complexities of war, magic, and political
alliances, highlighting the cost of power. "The Path of Daggers" moves the series forward
with both strategic conflicts and personal struggles.

8. Winter’s Heart

"Winter’s Heart" chronicles Rand’s daring attempt to cleanse the male half of the One
Power, a feat that could change the future of magic forever. The narrative also follows the
journeys of other key characters as they confront their destinies. This book combines high-
stakes action with profound magical developments.

9. Crossroads of Twilight

In "Crossroads of Twilight," the story examines the consequences of earlier events and the
shifting alliances within the struggle against darkness. The pace is slower, focusing on
political intrigue and character introspection. It sets the groundwork for the climactic
events that will unfold in the series’ later books.
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