
the great gilly hopkins study guide 2

the great gilly hopkins study guide 2 offers an in-depth exploration of Katherine Paterson’s acclaimed

novel, focusing on key themes, character analysis, and plot development. This guide aims to assist

students, educators, and literature enthusiasts in understanding the complex narrative and emotional

depth of the story. By examining the protagonist’s journey and the novel’s social context, readers gain

a comprehensive perspective on its literary significance. Additionally, this study guide provides detailed

summaries and discussion points that highlight the novel’s major motifs, including family dynamics,

identity, and resilience. Whether preparing for exams, writing essays, or leading classroom

discussions, this resource is designed to enhance comprehension and critical thinking. The following

sections break down the essential elements of the novel for thorough study and review.

Overview of The Great Gilly Hopkins

Main Characters and Character Development

Themes and Motifs

Plot Summary and Analysis

Important Quotes and Their Meanings

Discussion Questions for Deeper Understanding

Overview of The Great Gilly Hopkins

The great gilly hopkins study guide 2 begins with an overview of the novel’s background and setting.



Written by Katherine Paterson, the novel was first published in 1978 and has since become a staple in

middle-grade and young adult literature. The story follows Galadriel “Gilly” Hopkins, a tough and

rebellious foster child who struggles with feelings of abandonment and mistrust. Set primarily in the

1970s, the novel explores the foster care system and the emotional challenges faced by children in

temporary homes. Understanding this context is essential for grasping the novel’s emotional and

societal implications.

Author Background

Katherine Paterson is an award-winning author known for her sensitive portrayal of complex emotional

themes in children’s literature. Her experience as a foster parent and her interest in social issues

deeply influenced the creation of The Great Gilly Hopkins. This background lends authenticity and

emotional depth to the novel.

Setting and Context

The novel is set in a suburban environment during the late 20th century, highlighting the social

attitudes toward foster care and family structures of the time. Recognizing the historical and cultural

context helps readers appreciate the challenges Gilly faces and the significance of her personal

growth.

Main Characters and Character Development

A comprehensive understanding of the main characters is crucial for analyzing the novel’s narrative

and themes. The great gilly hopkins study guide 2 examines the protagonist and supporting

characters, emphasizing their development throughout the story. Each character’s traits and

motivations contribute to the novel’s message about identity, acceptance, and change.



Galadriel “Gilly” Hopkins

Gilly is a complex character marked by her strong-willed and confrontational nature. Initially portrayed

as defensive and untrusting, her character arc reveals vulnerability and a desire for belonging. Her

interactions with foster families and peers demonstrate her struggle to reconcile her past with her

hopes for the future.

Mrs. Trotter

Gilly’s foster mother, Mrs. Trotter, is portrayed as kind, patient, and nurturing. She represents stability

and unconditional love, contrasting with Gilly’s previous experiences. Mrs. Trotter’s character

development highlights themes of acceptance and the transformative power of kindness.

Supporting Characters

Other characters, such as Gilly’s biological mother and foster siblings, also play important roles in

shaping the narrative. Their interactions with Gilly provide insight into her emotional state and the

novel’s broader themes of family and trust.

Themes and Motifs

The great gilly hopkins study guide 2 delves into the central themes and recurring motifs that drive the

novel’s emotional and narrative depth. Understanding these elements is vital for appreciating the

author’s intended messages and the story’s impact on readers.

Family and Belonging

One of the predominant themes is the search for family and a sense of belonging. Gilly’s journey

illustrates the complexities of family, both biological and chosen, and the importance of acceptance



and love. The novel challenges traditional notions of family by portraying foster care as a space for

growth and healing.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The novel explores Gilly’s struggle with identity, as she confronts her feelings of abandonment and

self-worth. Her evolving understanding of herself reflects broader questions about who defines family

and how personal history shapes identity.

Resilience and Change

Resilience is a key motif, embodied in Gilly’s ability to adapt and grow despite adversity. The story

emphasizes the potential for positive change through empathy, patience, and forgiveness.

Plot Summary and Analysis

This section of the great gilly hopkins study guide 2 provides a detailed summary of the novel’s plot,

accompanied by critical analysis of key events. Breaking down the narrative structure helps readers

track Gilly’s development and the unfolding of major themes.

Introduction and Conflict

The novel opens with Gilly arriving at her new foster home with Mrs. Trotter. Her initial resistance and

rebellious behavior set the stage for the central conflict: Gilly’s struggle to accept her new environment

and herself. The tension between Gilly and Mrs. Trotter drives much of the early plot.



Rising Action and Turning Points

As the story progresses, Gilly forms unexpected friendships and begins to confront her feelings about

her biological mother and past. Key turning points include moments of vulnerability and connection that

reveal Gilly’s inner transformation.

Climax and Resolution

The climax centers on Gilly’s decision to embrace her foster family and reconcile with her past. The

resolution offers a hopeful message about the possibility of healing and the meaning of true family.

Important Quotes and Their Meanings

Analyzing significant quotes from The Great Gilly Hopkins enhances understanding of the novel’s

themes and character motivations. The great gilly hopkins study guide 2 highlights key passages that

illustrate pivotal moments and underlying messages.

“I’m not just a foster kid.” – This quote encapsulates Gilly’s struggle for identity beyond her

circumstances.

“Family is what you make it.” – Reflects the novel’s central theme of chosen families and

acceptance.

“Change is hard, but sometimes it’s the only way to grow.” – Emphasizes the motif of resilience

and personal growth.



Discussion Questions for Deeper Understanding

To promote critical thinking and deeper engagement, the great gilly hopkins study guide 2 includes

thought-provoking discussion questions. These questions encourage analysis of characters, themes,

and narrative techniques.

How does Gilly’s behavior reflect her feelings about her past and her future?1.

In what ways does Mrs. Trotter influence Gilly’s transformation?2.

What role does the foster care system play in shaping the story’s message about family?3.

How do the novel’s themes remain relevant to contemporary readers?4.

What literary devices does Katherine Paterson use to develop Gilly’s character?5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in The Great Gilly Hopkins Study

Guide 2?

The main theme explored in The Great Gilly Hopkins Study Guide 2 is the search for identity and

belonging as Gilly navigates her experiences in foster care and her complex relationships.

How does Gilly Hopkins' character develop in Study Guide 2?

In Study Guide 2, Gilly Hopkins shows significant character development by gradually opening up to

others, learning to trust, and confronting her feelings of abandonment and anger.



What role do the supporting characters play in Gilly's journey in The

Great Gilly Hopkins Study Guide 2?

Supporting characters such as Maime Trotter and William Ernest provide Gilly with stability, love, and

different perspectives that help her grow emotionally throughout the study guide.

How does The Great Gilly Hopkins Study Guide 2 address the theme of

family?

The guide highlights that family is not solely defined by biology but by caring relationships, as Gilly

learns to appreciate the unconventional family she finds with her foster mother.

What literary devices are emphasized in The Great Gilly Hopkins Study

Guide 2?

The study guide emphasizes literary devices such as first-person narration, humor, and symbolism,

which enrich the storytelling and provide deeper insight into Gilly's character.

How can readers use The Great Gilly Hopkins Study Guide 2 to better

understand the novel?

Readers can use the study guide to analyze key plot points, character motivations, and themes, as

well as to engage with discussion questions and activities that enhance comprehension and critical

thinking.

Additional Resources

1. The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson

This is the original novel that the study guide focuses on. It tells the story of Gilly Hopkins, a tough

and rebellious foster child who struggles with her past and her place in the world. Through her



experiences with foster families, Gilly learns about love, acceptance, and the meaning of family. It’s a

powerful exploration of resilience and personal growth.

2. The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

This novel explores themes of friendship, freedom, and hope through the eyes of Ivan, a gorilla living

in captivity. Like Gilly Hopkins, Ivan’s story highlights the importance of empathy and understanding

others’ experiences. The book offers a compelling narrative about finding one’s voice and making a

difference.

3. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

Another work by Katherine Paterson, this novel deals with friendship, imagination, and coping with

loss. It shares a similar emotional depth and character development as The Great Gilly Hopkins. The

story encourages readers to explore their emotions and the power of friendship during difficult times.

4. Rules by Cynthia Lord

Rules centers on a young girl named Catherine who creates rules to help her navigate life with her

autistic brother. The book tackles themes of family dynamics, acceptance, and personal growth,

paralleling some of the challenges Gilly faces in understanding and adapting to new family situations.

5. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

This heartwarming story follows a young girl who adopts a stray dog, leading to new friendships and a

sense of belonging. Like Gilly Hopkins, the protagonist learns valuable lessons about kindness,

community, and healing from past hurts. The book is an uplifting read about finding connection in

unexpected places.

6. Loser by Jerry Spinelli

Loser is about a boy who is often misunderstood and struggles to fit in, much like Gilly Hopkins. The

novel explores themes of identity, kindness, and perseverance. It encourages readers to look beyond

surface judgments and appreciate individual differences.

7. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis



This historical novel combines humor and serious themes as it follows an African American family’s

road trip during a pivotal moment in civil rights history. It shares with Gilly Hopkins a focus on family,

growth, and understanding life’s complexities. The book offers insight into social issues alongside

personal development.

8. Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo

This imaginative novel features a young girl and a superhero squirrel, blending humor and heart. It

touches on themes of hope, transformation, and the power of friendship, similar to the emotional

journey seen in Gilly Hopkins. The story is both whimsical and deeply meaningful.

9. Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper

Out of My Mind tells the story of a brilliant girl with cerebral palsy who struggles to communicate with

those around her. Like Gilly Hopkins, the protagonist battles misunderstandings and strives to be seen

for who she truly is. The book promotes empathy, inclusion, and the importance of perseverance.
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