the gospel according to st matthew

the gospel according to st matthew stands as one of the four canonical gospels in the
New Testament, offering a detailed account of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. This gospel is traditionally attributed to Matthew, one of Jesus' twelve apostles,
and it is recognized for its strong emphasis on Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies. Rich in narrative and theological depth, the gospel according to st matthew
provides unique insights into the nature of Jesus' ministry and his role as the Messiah.
Throughout this article, the historical context, structure, key themes, and significant
passages of the gospel will be explored to provide a comprehensive understanding of its
message and impact. Additionally, the gospel’s influence on Christian doctrine and its use
in liturgy and scholarship will be examined. This study aims to shed light on why this
particular gospel remains vital in Christian theology and biblical studies. The following
sections will guide the exploration of these aspects in detail.

Historical Context and Authorship

Structure and Content Overview

Key Themes and Theological Emphases

Major Passages and Their Significance

e The Gospel’s Influence and Legacy

Historical Context and Authorship

The gospel according to st matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew the Apostle, also
known as Levi, who was a tax collector before following Jesus. Written approximately
between AD 70 and 90, this gospel reflects a period of significant transition for early
Christianity, occurring after the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in AD 70. Scholars
widely agree that the author was likely a Jewish Christian, given the gospel’s extensive use
of Old Testament references and its concern with Jewish law and prophecy fulfillment. The
gospel was composed to address both Jewish and Gentile audiences, aiming to present
Jesus as the promised Jewish Messiah while also opening the message to the wider world.

Authorship Debates

While early church tradition firmly attributes the gospel to Matthew, modern biblical
scholarship debates this claim due to the anonymous nature of the text and the possible
use of earlier sources such as the Gospel of Mark and the hypothetical Q source. Despite
these discussions, the association with Matthew remains influential in Christian tradition
and teaching.



Historical and Cultural Environment

The gospel was composed in a context marked by tensions between emerging Christian
groups and Jewish communities, as well as under the influence of Roman rule. This setting
influenced the gospel’s emphasis on Jesus as a teacher and lawgiver, comparable to Moses,
and its detailed account of the fulfilment of Jewish prophecies.

Structure and Content Overview

The gospel according to st matthew is structured to present a comprehensive narrative of
Jesus’ life from his genealogy and birth to his resurrection. The text is often divided into five
major discourses or teaching sections, which are interspersed with narratives and miracles.
This organization reflects a deliberate literary design, highlighting Jesus’ role as a teacher
and prophet.

Five Major Discourses

e The Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 5-7): A foundational teaching on ethics,
spirituality, and the Kingdom of Heaven.

e The Mission Discourse (Chapter 10): Instructions to the twelve apostles for their
missionary work.

* The Parables Discourse (Chapter 13): A collection of parables explaining the nature
of the Kingdom of Heaven.

e The Community Discourse (Chapter 18): Teachings on forgiveness, humility, and
church discipline.

e The Eschatological Discourse (Chapters 24-25): Prophecies concerning the end
times and final judgment.

Genealogy and Birth Narrative

The gospel opens with a genealogy tracing Jesus’ lineage to Abraham and David,
underscoring his Jewish heritage and messianic credentials. The birth narrative includes
unique elements like the visit of the Magi and the flight to Egypt, emphasizing divine
intervention and fulfillment of prophecy.

Passion, Death, and Resurrection

The concluding chapters focus on Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, and resurrection, presenting these
events as the climax of his redemptive mission. The resurrection narrative affirms Jesus’
divine authority and the promise of eternal life.



Key Themes and Theological Emphases

The gospel according to st matthew articulates several central themes that define its
theological message and pastoral purpose. These themes are woven throughout the
narrative and teachings, shaping the reader’s understanding of Jesus’ identity and mission.

Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

A primary theme is the portrayal of Jesus as the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies.
The gospel frequently uses the formula “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet...” to connect Jesus’ life events to Hebrew Scriptures, reinforcing his legitimacy as
the Messiah foretold by Jewish tradition.

The Kingdom of Heaven

The concept of the Kingdom of Heaven is central, emphasized more than in any other
gospel. This theme encompasses both a present spiritual reality and a future hope,
explored extensively in Jesus’ parables and teachings.

Ethical and Moral Teachings

The gospel highlights Jesus’ ethical teachings, especially in the Sermon on the Mount,
where principles such as humility, mercy, purity, and love for enemies are articulated as
essential to discipleship.

Jesus as a New Moses

Matthew presents Jesus as a figure analogous to Moses, the great lawgiver. This is evident
in the structure of the five discourses, paralleling the five books of the Torah, and in Jesus’
authoritative teaching on the law.

Community and Church Formation

The gospel addresses the formation of a distinct Christian community with guidance on
forgiveness, leadership, and discipline, reflecting its relevance to early Christian
congregations.

Major Passages and Their Significance

Several passages within the gospel according to st matthew stand out for their theological
importance and enduring influence on Christian thought and practice.

The Beatitudes

Found in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-12), the Beatitudes describe the attitudes
and qualities blessed by God, such as meekness, mercy, and righteousness, setting a
foundation for Christian ethics.



The Great Commission

In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus commissions his disciples to “go and make disciples of all
nations,” emphasizing evangelism and baptism, which has shaped Christian mission
throughout history.

The Parable of the Sower

This parable (Matthew 13:1-23) illustrates different responses to the message of the
Kingdom of Heaven, emphasizing the importance of receptivity and perseverance in faith.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presented in Matthew 6:9-13, the Lord’s Prayer serves as a model for Christian prayer,
encapsulating key theological and ethical elements.

The Gospel’s Influence and Legacy

The gospel according to st matthew has had a profound impact on Christian theology,
liturgy, and art throughout history. Its portrayal of Jesus as the Messiah and teacher has
informed doctrinal formulations and ecclesiastical teachings across denominations.

Role in Christian Worship

Passages from Matthew are frequently read in church liturgies, particularly during
important seasons such as Advent and Lent. The Sermon on the Mount and the Great
Commission are often cited in sermons and religious education.

Impact on Christian Ethics

Matthew’s emphasis on moral teachings has influenced Christian ethics, encouraging
believers to live according to the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven, including love,
forgiveness, and justice.

Use in Biblical Scholarship

Scholars continue to study the gospel according to st matthew for its literary structure,
theological content, and historical insights. It remains central to understanding the
development of early Christianity and the New Testament canon.

Artistic and Cultural Legacy

The narrative and teachings of Matthew have inspired countless works of art, music, and
literature, reflecting its enduring power to communicate spiritual truths and ethical ideals.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew?

The main theme of the Gospel according to St. Matthew is the presentation of Jesus as the
Messiah and King, fulfilling Old Testament prophecies and establishing the Kingdom of
Heaven.

How does the Gospel of Matthew emphasize Jesus'
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies?

Matthew frequently quotes Old Testament scriptures to show that Jesus' life, ministry,
death, and resurrection fulfill messianic prophecies, highlighting Jesus as the promised
Savior.

What unique content is found in the Gospel according
to St. Matthew?

The Gospel of Matthew uniquely includes the Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes, the
Great Commission, and detailed teachings on the Kingdom of Heaven.

Why is the genealogy of Jesus important in the Gospel
of Matthew?

The genealogy in Matthew traces Jesus' lineage back to Abraham and King David,
emphasizing his Jewish heritage and rightful claim to the messianic throne.

How does Matthew portray Jesus' relationship with the
Jewish law?

Matthew portrays Jesus as fulfilling and perfecting the Jewish law, teaching that he came
not to abolish the law but to fulfill it, and presenting deeper moral interpretations of the
commandments.

What role do the miracles of Jesus play in the Gospel
according to St. Matthew?

The miracles in Matthew demonstrate Jesus' divine authority, compassion, and power over
nature, sickness, and evil, reinforcing his identity as the Son of God and Messiah.

How does the Gospel of Matthew conclude and what is
its significance?

The Gospel concludes with the Great Commission, where Jesus instructs his disciples to



spread the gospel and make disciples of all nations, emphasizing the universal mission of
Christianity.

Additional Resources

1. The Gospel According to St. Matthew: A New Translation

This book offers a fresh and accessible translation of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. It
emphasizes the historical and theological context of the text, making it easier for modern
readers to understand the message of Jesus. The translation is accompanied by notes that
explain key passages and themes.

2. Matthew: The Teacher and His Message

Focusing on the role of Jesus as a teacher, this book delves into the Sermon on the Mount
and other teachings found in Matthew. It explores how Matthew presents Jesus as the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and a model for ethical living. The author provides
insightful commentary on the parables and miracles recorded in the gospel.

3. Kingdom Ethics in the Gospel of Matthew

This work examines the ethical teachings embedded within the Gospel of Matthew,
highlighting the concept of the Kingdom of Heaven. It analyzes how Matthew's narrative
calls for a radical transformation in personal and social behavior. The book also discusses
the implications of these ethics for contemporary Christian life.

4. Matthew and the Jewish-Christian Dialogue

This book explores the relationship between early Christianity and Judaism as reflected in
the Gospel of Matthew. It investigates how Matthew’s text addresses Jewish traditions and
the emerging Christian identity. Scholars provide insights into the gospel’s use of Old
Testament references and its impact on interfaith understanding.

5. Women in the Gospel of Matthew

Highlighting the often-overlooked role of women, this book studies the portrayal and
significance of female figures in Matthew’s gospel. It uncovers their contributions to the
narrative and their symbolic meanings within the early Christian community. The author
discusses how these stories challenge and enrich traditional interpretations.

6. Parables of the Kingdom: Insights from Matthew

Dedicated to the parables unique to or emphasized in Matthew, this book reveals the
deeper meanings behind these stories told by Jesus. It provides historical background and
theological analysis to uncover their relevance. Readers are invited to reflect on how these
parables shape the understanding of God's kingdom.

7. Matthew’s Passion Narrative: The Path to Resurrection

This book focuses on the detailed account of Jesus’ suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection in
Matthew’s gospel. It contextualizes the Passion narrative within first-century history and
theology. The author explores themes of sacrifice, redemption, and hope that are central to
Matthew’s message.

8. Commentary on the Gospel According to Matthew
A comprehensive scholarly commentary, this book offers verse-by-verse explanations of the
entire gospel. It integrates linguistic, cultural, and theological perspectives to deepen



readers’ comprehension. Ideal for students and clergy, it serves as a valuable resource for
study and preaching.

9. The Infancy Narratives in Matthew: Origins and Meaning

This work analyzes the birth and early life stories of Jesus as presented in Matthew’s gospel.
It explores their theological significance and narrative function, emphasizing the fulfillment
of prophecy. The book also compares Matthew’s infancy account with other gospel
traditions to highlight its unique features.
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