
the god of small things by arundhati roy
the god of small things by arundhati roy is a critically acclaimed novel that has captivated
readers worldwide with its intricate narrative and profound themes. Published in 1997, this debut
work by Indian author Arundhati Roy won the Booker Prize and established her as a significant literary
figure. The novel explores complex issues such as family dynamics, forbidden love, social
discrimination, and the impact of political history on personal lives, all set against the backdrop of
Kerala, India. Rich in symbolism and poetic language, the story unfolds through a non-linear structure
that challenges conventional storytelling. This article delves into the novel’s plot, characters, themes,
and literary style, while also examining its cultural significance and critical reception. Readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of why the god of small things by arundhati roy remains a
landmark in contemporary literature.

Plot Summary

Main Characters

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Style and Structure

Cultural and Historical Context

Critical Reception and Legacy

Plot Summary
The god of small things by arundhati roy narrates the story of the twin siblings Estha and Rahel,
whose childhood experiences shape the trajectory of their lives. The novel is set in Ayemenem, a
village in Kerala, and unfolds through a fragmented timeline that moves between the past and
present. Central to the plot is the tragic love affair between Ammu, the twins’ mother, and Velutha, a
man from a lower caste, which defies social norms and leads to devastating consequences. The
narrative explores how this forbidden relationship impacts the family, revealing secrets and exposing
the rigid class and caste structures of Indian society. The story also highlights the innocence of
childhood contrasted with the harsh realities of adult life, culminating in a tragic climax that alters the
twins’ futures forever.

Main Characters
The novel’s depth is brought to life through its vividly drawn characters, each embodying different
facets of society and human emotion. Understanding these characters is essential to grasping the
complexities of the story.



Estha and Rahel
Estha and Rahel, the central protagonists, are fraternal twins whose bond is both intense and
complicated. Their perspectives drive much of the narrative, revealing the impact of trauma and
societal constraints on their development.

Ammu
Ammu, the twins’ mother, is a pivotal character whose defiance of social conventions through her
relationship with Velutha triggers the novel’s central conflict. Her struggles highlight themes of
gender and class oppression.

Velutha
Velutha, a skilled carpenter and a member of the untouchable caste, represents marginalized groups
and the consequences of crossing social boundaries. His tragic fate underscores the novel’s critique of
caste discrimination.

Other Key Characters

Baby Kochamma – The twins’ grandaunt, whose bitterness and manipulations influence family
dynamics.

Chacko – Ammu’s brother, whose personal flaws and privileges reflect patriarchal attitudes.

Mammachi – The twins’ grandmother, embodying traditional values and family control.

Themes and Symbolism
The god of small things by arundhati roy is rich with thematic content and symbolism that deepen its
narrative impact. The themes resonate universally while being rooted in the specific cultural context
of India.

Forbidden Love and Social Barriers
The novel explores the consequences of forbidden love, particularly across caste lines, illustrating
how societal norms can enforce rigid boundaries and perpetuate injustice.

Family and Memory
Family relationships and the weight of memory play crucial roles, with the narrative structure



emphasizing how past events continue to haunt the present.

Political and Social Critique
Roy critiques political oppression, caste discrimination, and the lingering effects of colonialism,
weaving these concerns into the personal tragedies of the characters.

Symbolism of the “Small Things”
The title itself encapsulates the novel’s focus on seemingly minor details and moments that have
profound effects, emphasizing how small actions and choices can shape lives and histories.

Marriages and family secrets

The river as a symbol of time and change

Use of color and sensory imagery

Religious and cultural symbolism

Literary Style and Structure
Arundhati Roy’s literary style in the god of small things is distinguished by its lyrical prose, inventive
language, and unconventional narrative techniques. These elements contribute to the novel’s unique
voice and enduring appeal.

Non-linear Narrative
The story is told through a fragmented timeline that shifts between past and present, allowing
readers to piece together events and understand the characters’ motivations in a complex way.

Language and Imagery
Roy employs poetic language, rich sensory descriptions, and inventive wordplay, creating a vivid and
immersive reading experience that highlights the emotional depths of the story.

Use of Multiple Perspectives
The novel incorporates different viewpoints, especially those of Estha and Rahel, to explore themes of
perception, memory, and identity from various angles.



Cultural and Historical Context
The god of small things by arundhati roy is deeply embedded in the cultural and historical fabric of
Kerala and India. Understanding this context enhances appreciation of the novel’s themes and
characters.

Caste System and Social Hierarchy
The novel provides a critical examination of the caste system, illustrating how it governs social
interactions and enforces discrimination, particularly through the character of Velutha.

Post-colonial India
Set in the post-independence era, the story reflects the challenges faced by Indian society as it
grapples with tradition, modernity, and the legacy of colonial rule.

Kerala’s Political Climate
The backdrop of Kerala’s communist movements and political unrest informs the narrative,
influencing characters’ lives and the societal tensions depicted.

Critical Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, the god of small things by arundhati roy has received widespread critical acclaim
and has left a lasting impact on contemporary literature.

Awards and Recognition
The novel won the prestigious Booker Prize in 1997, bringing international attention to Arundhati Roy
and her distinctive literary voice.

Influence on Literature and Culture
The book has been praised for its innovative narrative style and its candid exploration of social issues,
inspiring numerous writers and scholars in the fields of postcolonial and feminist literature.

Controversies and Discussions
The novel’s candid portrayal of caste, politics, and sexuality has sparked debates and discussions,
reflecting its role as a provocative and socially engaged work.



Significant milestone in Indian English literature1.

Adaptations and academic studies2.

Continued relevance in contemporary discourse3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The God of Small Things' by
Arundhati Roy?
The main theme of 'The God of Small Things' is the impact of forbidden love and societal norms on
individuals and families, exploring how small things can have profound consequences.

How does Arundhati Roy use non-linear narrative in 'The God
of Small Things'?
Arundhati Roy employs a non-linear narrative structure to reveal events out of chronological order,
enhancing the emotional depth and allowing readers to piece together the story's tragic elements
gradually.

Who are the central characters in 'The God of Small Things'
and what roles do they play?
The central characters are Estha and Rahel, fraternal twins whose lives are shaped by a traumatic
family event, along with their mother Ammu, and their extended family, all of whom reflect the
novel's themes of love, loss, and social discrimination.

What role does the setting play in 'The God of Small Things'?
The setting of Ayemenem, Kerala, India, is crucial as it reflects the cultural, social, and political
backdrop that influences the characters’ lives, highlighting caste distinctions and colonial legacies.

How does 'The God of Small Things' address the issue of caste
and social discrimination?
The novel critically examines the rigid caste system and social discrimination in Indian society,
showing how these deeply ingrained prejudices affect relationships and contribute to tragedy.

What is the significance of the title 'The God of Small Things'?
The title signifies how seemingly insignificant details or small moments can have a significant impact
on people's lives, echoing the novel’s focus on the overlooked and marginalized aspects of life.



How was 'The God of Small Things' received upon its
publication?
Upon publication, 'The God of Small Things' received widespread critical acclaim, winning the Booker
Prize in 1997 and establishing Arundhati Roy as a significant literary voice.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'The God of
Small Things'?
'The God of Small Things' prominently uses symbolism, imagery, and lyrical prose, as well as motifs
such as forbidden love and family secrets, to deepen the narrative and evoke emotional resonance.

Additional Resources
1. The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai
This novel explores the complexities of post-colonial India and the impact of globalization on
traditional lives. Set in the northeastern Himalayas, it intertwines the stories of a retired judge, his
granddaughter, and their cook, highlighting themes of loss, displacement, and cultural conflict. Like
*The God of Small Things*, it delves deeply into family dynamics and social hierarchies.

2. Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie
A magical realist tale that follows Saleem Sinai, born at the exact moment of India’s independence,
whose life is mysteriously linked to the fate of the nation. The novel weaves personal and political
histories, blending myth and reality. It shares with *The God of Small Things* a richly layered
narrative and exploration of identity and history.

3. White Tiger by Aravind Adiga
This darkly humorous novel tells the story of Balram Halwai, a poor villager who becomes a successful
entrepreneur in modern India. It exposes the corruption, social inequality, and moral ambiguity
underlying India’s economic rise. The book’s critical eye on social structures complements the themes
found in Roy’s work.

4. Sea of Poppies by Amitav Ghosh
Set against the backdrop of the Opium Wars in 19th-century India, this historical novel weaves
together the lives of diverse characters aboard a ship bound for Mauritius. It explores colonialism,
migration, and cultural encounters, much like *The God of Small Things* examines the effects of
history on personal lives.

5. Clear Light of Day by Anita Desai
This novel focuses on the lives of siblings in post-partition Delhi, reflecting on memory, family
estrangement, and the passage of time. Desai’s introspective prose and focus on domestic life echo
the intimate and emotional storytelling style of Arundhati Roy.

6. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
Tracing the life of Gogol Ganguli, an Indian-American caught between two cultures, this novel
explores identity, family bonds, and the immigrant experience. Like *The God of Small Things*, it
poignantly deals with the nuances of personal and cultural history.



7. Train to Pakistan by Khushwant Singh
Set during the Partition of India in 1947, this novel depicts the brutal communal violence and human
stories that emerged from the division. It provides a stark, realistic portrayal of societal upheaval,
paralleling Roy’s attention to historical trauma and its effects on ordinary lives.

8. The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri
This multi-generational story follows two brothers from Kolkata and explores political activism, family
loyalty, and loss. Its exploration of personal tragedy against political turmoil resonates with the
themes of familial conflict and social change found in *The God of Small Things*.

9. Swami and Friends by R.K. Narayan
A classic coming-of-age story set in British colonial India, it centers on a young boy named Swami and
his adventures. The novel captures the innocence of childhood and the social milieu of the time,
offering a lighter yet insightful look at Indian society, similar to Roy’s vivid portrayal of childhood
experiences.
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