the foreigner sarah orne jewett

the foreigner sarah orne jewett is a significant work that highlights the literary style and
thematic concerns of Sarah Orne Jewett, an eminent American author of the late 19th century.
Known for her rich regionalism and detailed depiction of rural New England life, Jewett's writings
often explore themes of identity, belonging, and cultural interaction. "The Foreigner" stands out as a
compelling story that reflects Jewett's nuanced approach to character development and setting,
illustrating the complex dynamics between locals and outsiders. This article delves into the historical
context, literary analysis, and thematic elements of "The Foreigner" by Sarah Orne Jewett, offering a
comprehensive understanding of the story’s significance. Additionally, it examines Jewett’s broader
contributions to American literature and the impact of her regionalist style. The following sections
provide an in-depth exploration of these aspects, enhancing appreciation for this remarkable piece
of literary art.
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Historical and Literary Context of "The Foreigner"

"The Foreigner" by Sarah Orne Jewett was written during a period when American literature was
deeply engaged with regionalism and realism. Jewett was part of the literary movement that sought
to capture the distinctiveness of local cultures and environments, particularly those of New England.
This era saw a growing interest in portraying everyday life with authenticity and sensitivity to social
and cultural nuances.

Background of Sarah Orne Jewett

Sarah Orne Jewett (1849-1909) was a prominent figure in American literature, renowned for her
detailed and empathetic portrayals of rural life. Born in South Berwick, Maine, Jewett drew heavily
on her surroundings and personal experiences, contributing to the regionalist canon. Her works,
including "The Foreigner," reflect a deep engagement with the natural world and the complexities of
human relationships within small communities.



Literary Environment of the Late 19th Century

The late 19th century was marked by a transition from romanticism to realism and naturalism in
American literature. Writers aimed to depict life more truthfully and focused on ordinary characters
and settings. Regionalism, or local color writing, became a popular literary trend, with authors like
Jewett, Mark Twain, and Bret Harte emphasizing the distinctiveness of particular geographic areas
and cultures.

Plot Overview and Character Analysis

"The Foreigner" narrates the experience of an outsider entering a close-knit New England
community, exploring themes of alienation, acceptance, and cultural difference. The story's
characters and their interactions reveal the social dynamics and values of the time.

Summary of the Story

The plot centers on a foreign visitor who comes to a small coastal town in Maine, encountering the
local inhabitants whose lives are shaped by tradition and regional customs. The narrative focuses on
the visitor's perspective and the townspeople's reactions, highlighting the tensions between
familiarity and otherness.

Main Characters

e The Foreigner: A character representing the outsider, whose presence challenges the
community’s norms and perceptions.

¢ Local Residents: Various townspeople who embody the values, habits, and social codes of the
rural New England setting.

e Narrator: Often an observer who provides insight into the cultural and emotional landscape of
the community.

Themes and Symbolism in "The Foreigner"

The story is rich with themes that explore identity, belonging, and the complexities of human
connection across cultural divides. Jewett’s use of symbolism enhances these themes, creating a
layered narrative.



Theme of Alienation and Belonging

One of the central themes is the experience of alienation faced by the foreigner amidst a tightly knit
community. The story examines how individuals negotiate their identities in relation to others, and
the desire for acceptance versus the fear of difference.

Theme of Cultural Interaction and Understanding

"The Foreigner" also explores the challenges and possibilities inherent in cultural exchange. Jewett
portrays the cautious curiosity and eventual understanding that can emerge when diverse
perspectives meet, emphasizing empathy and openness.

Symbolic Elements

e The Coastal Setting: Symbolizes the boundary between familiar and unknown, stability and
change.

¢ Local Traditions: Represent the continuity of community identity and resistance to outside
influence.

e The Foreigner’s Journey: Serves as a metaphor for personal growth and the search for
belonging.

Sarah Orne Jewett’s Literary Style and Influence

Jewett’s distinctive narrative voice and stylistic choices contribute significantly to the impact of "The
Foreigner." Her approach has influenced generations of writers interested in regionalism and
character-driven storytelling.

Use of Regionalism and Local Color

Jewett’s writing is characterized by meticulous attention to local detail, dialect, and social customs.
This regionalism not only grounds her stories in a specific place but also highlights universal human
experiences through particular cultural lenses.



Characterization and Narrative Technique

In "The Foreigner," Jewett employs a subtle narrative style that emphasizes internal character
development and interpersonal dynamics. Her empathetic portrayal of characters, including the
outsider, fosters a nuanced understanding of human complexity.

Influence on American Literature

Jewett’s work, including "The Foreigner," has had a lasting impact on American literary traditions,
particularly in advancing realism and regionalism. Her ability to blend detailed description with
psychological insight paved the way for later authors exploring similar themes.

Legacy and Reception of "The Foreigner"

Since its publication, "The Foreigner" has been recognized as an important contribution to American
regionalist literature. Critical reception has highlighted its thematic depth and narrative
craftsmanship.

Critical Acclaim and Scholarly Interest

Scholars praise "The Foreigner" for its exploration of cultural identity and the nuanced portrayal of
the outsider experience. The story is frequently studied in the context of Jewett’s broader oeuvre
and the development of American literary regionalism.

Enduring Relevance

The themes addressed in "The Foreigner" remain pertinent today, as questions of belonging, cultural
interaction, and identity continue to resonate in contemporary society. Jewett’s sensitive approach
offers valuable insights into these ongoing dialogues.

Key Contributions to Regional Literature

e Depiction of New England’s social and cultural landscape.
e Integration of realism with poetic description.

e Focus on marginalized perspectives, including outsiders.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of Sarah Orne Jewett's "The Foreigner"?

"The Foreigner" is a short story by Sarah Orne Jewett that explores themes of identity, belonging,
and cultural differences through the interactions of its characters, focusing on the experiences of an
outsider in a close-knit community.

What are the main themes in "The Foreigner" by Sarah Orne
Jewett?

The main themes include cultural identity, the concept of 'the other,' assimilation, and the
complexities of social acceptance in a small community.

How does Sarah Orne Jewett portray the concept of 'the
foreigner' in her story?

Jewett portrays 'the foreigner' with empathy and nuance, highlighting the challenges faced by those
who are different and emphasizing the importance of understanding and compassion.

In what ways does "The Foreigner" reflect Sarah Orne Jewett's
writing style?

The story reflects Jewett's characteristic regionalism, detailed descriptions of rural life, subtle
character development, and focus on interpersonal relationships within a community.

Why is "The Foreigner" considered significant in American
literature?

"The Foreigner" is significant for its early exploration of themes related to immigration and cultural
diversity, as well as its contribution to the regionalist movement in American literature.

How does "The Foreigner" address the immigrant experience
in the 19th century?

The story addresses the immigrant experience by depicting the struggles and prejudices faced by
newcomers, while also illustrating the possibility of acceptance and mutual understanding.

Additional Resources

1. The Foreigner by Sarah Orne Jewett
This is the original work by Sarah Orne Jewett, a collection of short stories that explore themes of



identity, belonging, and cultural encounters in rural New England. Jewett's delicate and nuanced
prose captures the essence of small-town life and the complexities faced by those who feel like
outsiders. Through vivid characterizations and detailed settings, the book offers a poignant look at
human connections and the sense of being a foreigner in one's own community.

2. Sarah Orne Jewett: A Critical Biography by Jeanne Campbell Reesman

This biography delves into the life and literary career of Sarah Orne Jewett, providing context for her
works including "The Foreigner." It examines her influences, personal relationships, and the social
environment of 19th-century America that shaped her stories. The book is an essential resource for
understanding the depth and significance of Jewett's contributions to American literature.

3. New England's Literary Landscape: The World of Sarah Orne Jewett by Linda Wagner-Martin

This book explores the geographical and cultural settings that inspired Jewett's writing, highlighting
how the New England environment is almost a character in her stories. It discusses how Jewett’s
portrayal of rural life reflects broader themes of alienation and community. Readers gain insight into
the interplay between place and identity in Jewett’s narratives.

4. Women Writers of the American Renaissance: Sarah Orne Jewett and Her Contemporaries by Jane
Tompkins

This work situates Jewett among other prominent female authors of her time, examining shared
themes such as gender, regionalism, and the concept of the outsider. It provides critical analysis of
Jewett’s "The Foreigner" alongside works by other writers, showcasing the unique voice Jewett
contributed to the literary movement. The book enriches understanding of the social and literary
contexts of Jewett’s stories.

5. Outsiders in American Literature: Exploring Themes of Alienation by Michael K. Johnson
Focusing on characters who exist on the margins of society, this book includes a chapter dedicated
to Sarah Orne Jewett’s portrayal of foreigners and outcasts. It discusses how Jewett’s nuanced
approach to alienation offers a compassionate perspective on the struggles of those who do not fit
neatly into societal norms. The analysis helps readers appreciate the emotional depth in Jewett’s
characterization.

6. The Cambridge Companion to American Regionalism edited by Charles L. Crow

This comprehensive volume covers the regionalist movement in American literature, with a
significant section on Sarah Orne Jewett’s work. It examines how Jewett’s stories, including "The
Foreigner," embody the themes of local color, tradition, and cultural identity. The companion is
valuable for readers seeking scholarly insights into the regionalist aspects of Jewett’s writing.

7. Sarah Orne Jewett and the Craft of Local Color by Elizabeth Ammons

This critical study focuses on Jewett’s mastery of the local color genre, analyzing how she captures
the distinct customs, dialects, and landscapes of New England. It highlights "The Foreigner" as a key
example of Jewett’s ability to depict cultural encounters and the nuances of being an outsider. The
book offers detailed literary analysis and contextual background.

8. Alienation and Belonging in 19th Century American Fiction by Robert S. Levine

Levine’s book explores the recurring themes of alienation and the search for belonging in 19th-
century American literature, featuring Sarah Orne Jewett as a central figure. It discusses how
Jewett’s characters often grapple with feelings of estrangement and the desire to find a place within
their communities. This work provides a broader literary framework for understanding Jewett’s
thematic concerns.



9. The Art of the Short Story: From Poe to Jewett by Michael ]J. Collins

This anthology and critical guide traces the development of the American short story, concluding
with an in-depth look at Sarah Orne Jewett’s contributions. It analyzes "The Foreigner" within the
evolution of narrative form and thematic exploration. Readers gain appreciation for Jewett’s subtle
storytelling techniques and her role in shaping the American short story tradition.
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