
the first law series
the first law series is a critically acclaimed fantasy book series written by British author
Joe Abercrombie. Known for its gritty realism, complex characters, and subversion of
traditional fantasy tropes, the series has garnered a dedicated readership and significant
praise within the fantasy genre. The narrative weaves together political intrigue, dark
humor, and intense action, set in a vividly imagined world that challenges conventional
notions of heroism and morality. This article will delve into the background and
development of the first law series, explore its main books and characters, examine its
thematic depth, and discuss its impact on contemporary fantasy literature. Readers will
also find an overview of related works and adaptations, providing a comprehensive
understanding of the series’ significance. The following table of contents outlines the key
areas covered in this detailed exploration.
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Overview of the First Law Series
The first law series is set in a grim and morally ambiguous fantasy world where traditional
fantasy archetypes are deconstructed. Joe Abercrombie created a narrative that blends
dark fantasy with elements of political thriller and character-driven drama. The series is
praised for its realistic portrayal of violence and human nature, avoiding idealized heroes
and clear-cut villains. It challenges readers with morally complex decisions and
unpredictable plot developments. The world-building is meticulous, featuring distinct
cultures, political systems, and magical elements that enrich the story's depth.

Author Background and Inspiration
Joe Abercrombie, the author behind the first law series, draws inspiration from classic
fantasy literature while deliberately subverting its conventions. His experience in
screenwriting and a penchant for gritty realism influenced the tone and structure of the
series. Abercrombie’s work reflects a fascination with the darker aspects of human nature,
often exploring themes such as power, corruption, and survival. His writing style combines
sharp dialogue, vivid descriptions, and a balance of humor and bleakness.



Setting and World-Building
The fictional world of the first law series is a richly textured environment featuring a mix of
medieval and renaissance influences. The series’ setting includes diverse regions such as
the Union, the Gurkish Empire, and the North, each with unique political dynamics and
cultural traits. Magic exists but is rare and unpredictable, adding an element of mystery
and danger. The detailed portrayal of geography, economy, and history contributes to the
immersive quality of the narrative.

Main Books and Plot Summaries
The first law series consists primarily of a trilogy and several standalone novels and short
stories set within the same universe. The main trilogy lays the foundation for the
overarching story, while the standalone works expand on the world and characters.

The First Law Trilogy
The core trilogy includes the following novels:

The Blade Itself – Introduces key characters and sets up the political tensions and1.
conflicts that drive the series.

Before They Are Hanged – Expands the scope with military campaigns and deepens2.
character development.

Last Argument of Kings – Concludes the trilogy with climactic battles and resolution3.
of major plotlines.

These novels interweave multiple perspectives, allowing readers to experience the story
from varied viewpoints, enhancing the complexity and depth of the narrative.

Standalone Novels and Short Stories
In addition to the trilogy, Abercrombie has written standalone novels set in the same world,
such as:

Best Served Cold – A revenge tale focusing on a new set of characters.

The Heroes – A story centered around a pivotal battle, exploring different sides and
motivations.

Red Country – A western-inspired narrative that combines fantasy elements with
frontier justice themes.

These works enrich the first law series by offering fresh perspectives and expanding the



series’ thematic range.

Key Characters and Their Roles
The first law series features a diverse cast of characters who defy simple categorization.
Their complex motivations and personal struggles contribute to the story’s depth and
unpredictability.

Logen Ninefingers
Logen, also known as the Bloody-Nine, is a hardened warrior from the North with a violent
past. His internal conflict and struggle for redemption make him one of the most compelling
figures in the series. Logen’s character challenges traditional hero archetypes by
presenting a flawed, morally ambiguous protagonist.

Jezal dan Luthar
Jezal begins as a vain and selfish nobleman but undergoes significant growth throughout
the series. His journey explores themes of maturity, honor, and personal transformation
amid the backdrop of political intrigue.

Bayaz the First of the Magi
Bayaz is an enigmatic and powerful mage whose true intentions remain mysterious for
much of the series. His manipulation of events and other characters underscores the series’
focus on power and control.

Additional Noteworthy Characters

Inquisitor Glokta – A former soldier turned torturer, whose cynical worldview provides
a darkly humorous perspective.

Ferro Maljinn – A fierce and vengeful warrior woman with a tragic past.

Collem West – Loyal and principled, serving as a foil to more ruthless characters.

Themes and Literary Style
The first law series is distinguished by its exploration of mature and complex themes that
set it apart from traditional fantasy fare. Joe Abercrombie’s narrative style combines vivid



prose with sharp wit, creating a tone that is both engaging and thought-provoking.

Exploration of Morality and Power
The series frequently examines the nature of power, corruption, and the moral ambiguity of
its characters. Unlike conventional fantasy, where good and evil are clearly defined, the
first law series presents a spectrum of ethical gray areas. This approach invites readers to
question the true cost of ambition and survival.

Subversion of Fantasy Tropes
Abercrombie intentionally subverts common fantasy tropes such as the noble hero and the
all-powerful wizard. Characters often exhibit flaws and contradictions, and plot outcomes
defy predictable patterns. The series emphasizes realism in character behavior and
consequences, resulting in a more nuanced and mature narrative.

Use of Dark Humor and Dialogue
One of the series’ trademarks is its sharp, often sardonic dialogue that injects dark humor
into tense situations. This stylistic choice enhances character development and provides
relief amid the story’s darker themes.

Related Works and Adaptations
Beyond the novels, the first law series has expanded into various forms, enriching its
universe and reaching wider audiences.

Short Stories and Novellas
Joe Abercrombie has published several short stories and novellas set within the first law
universe. These works offer additional insights into secondary characters and events not
covered in the main novels, adding layers to the overall narrative.

Graphic Novels and Audiobooks
Adaptations into graphic novels and professionally narrated audiobooks have contributed to
the series’ accessibility. These formats provide alternative ways to experience the story,
appealing to diverse audiences.

Potential Television and Media Adaptations
There have been discussions and interest in adapting the first law series for television or



other media platforms. While no official productions have been released to date, the series’
cinematic quality and complex storytelling make it a strong candidate for future
adaptations.

Impact on Fantasy Literature
The first law series has had a significant influence on modern fantasy literature, inspiring
both readers and writers to embrace darker, more complex narratives within the genre.

Redefining the Fantasy Genre
By challenging traditional heroic archetypes and incorporating morally ambiguous
characters, the series helped pave the way for a new wave of “grimdark” fantasy. This
subgenre emphasizes realism, ethical complexity, and often bleak worldviews, contrasting
sharply with classic high fantasy.

Influence on Contemporary Authors
Many contemporary fantasy authors cite Joe Abercrombie and the first law series as
inspirations for their own work. The series’ success demonstrated a market for fantasy
stories that blend action, political intrigue, and psychological depth.

Critical and Commercial Success
The first law series has received critical acclaim for its storytelling and character
development. It has also achieved commercial success, with a growing fan base and
positive reviews across various platforms. This status has solidified Joe Abercrombie’s
position as a leading figure in modern fantasy literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The First Law' series about?
'The First Law' series by Joe Abercrombie is a gritty fantasy saga that follows a cast of
morally complex characters in a world filled with political intrigue, war, and dark magic. It
blends brutal action with sharp dialogue and deep character development.

Who are the main characters in 'The First Law' series?
The main characters include Logen Ninefingers, a notorious barbarian; Jezal dan Luthar, a
vain nobleman and swordsman; and Ferro Maljinn, a fierce and vengeful warrior. These
characters' stories intertwine throughout the series.



How many books are there in 'The First Law' trilogy?
The original 'The First Law' trilogy consists of three books: 'The Blade Itself,' 'Before They
Are Hanged,' and 'Last Argument of Kings.' There are also standalone novels and short
stories set in the same universe.

Is 'The First Law' series suitable for readers new to
fantasy?
While 'The First Law' series is accessible to new fantasy readers, it is known for its dark
tone, complex characters, and mature themes. Readers who enjoy gritty and realistic
fantasy with morally ambiguous characters will appreciate it.

Are there any adaptations of 'The First Law' series?
As of now, there have been no official film or television adaptations of 'The First Law' series,
but the books have a strong fanbase and there have been discussions about potential
adaptations in the future.

Additional Resources
1. The Blade Itself
The first book in Joe Abercrombie’s First Law trilogy introduces readers to a gritty and brutal
world filled with morally complex characters. It follows the lives of a crippled torturer, a
barbarian warrior, and a disgraced nobleman as their fates intertwine amidst political
intrigue and impending war. The novel is known for its dark humor, vivid world-building,
and subversion of traditional fantasy tropes.

2. Before They Are Hanged
The second installment in the First Law series continues the story as the characters face
mounting threats both from external enemies and internal divisions. The narrative expands
to include a perilous expedition beyond the known realms, testing the limits of loyalty and
endurance. This book delves deeper into the harsh realities of war and the consequences of
ambition.

3. Last Argument of Kings
Concluding the original trilogy, this volume brings the various plotlines to a dramatic and
often brutal resolution. Themes of power, betrayal, and redemption come to the forefront
as the characters confront their destinies amidst a backdrop of political upheaval.
Abercrombie delivers a satisfying yet unpredictable finale that challenges the notion of
heroic fantasy.

4. Best Served Cold
Set in the same universe as the First Law trilogy, this standalone novel follows a mercenary
woman seeking ruthless revenge after being betrayed and left for dead. The story explores
themes of vengeance, loyalty, and the personal cost of violence. With its gritty tone and
complex characters, it offers a fresh perspective on Abercrombie’s dark world.

5. The Heroes



This standalone novel centers on a three-day battle in a war-torn land, viewed through the
eyes of multiple characters from different factions. It examines the nature of heroism and
the brutality of war without glorification. The book’s intense action sequences and intricate
character dynamics make it a compelling addition to the First Law universe.

6. Red Country
Blending elements of fantasy and western genres, this standalone story follows a woman on
a mission to rescue her kidnapped siblings in a lawless frontier. The novel explores themes
of family, justice, and survival against a backdrop of harsh landscapes and violent
encounters. It broadens the scope of the First Law world with new settings and
perspectives.

7. A Little Hatred
The first book in the Age of Madness trilogy, set decades after the original First Law series,
it depicts a world undergoing industrial and social upheaval. The novel introduces a new
generation of characters grappling with change, ambition, and the consequences of their
predecessors' actions. It combines Abercrombie’s trademark dark humor with themes of
progress and conflict.

8. The Trouble with Peace
Continuing the Age of Madness trilogy, this book explores political machinations and rising
tensions as empires vie for control in a rapidly changing world. The narrative weaves
multiple viewpoints, highlighting the complexities of leadership, loyalty, and revolution.
Abercrombie’s sharp dialogue and layered plotting keep readers engaged in this evolving
saga.

9. The Wisdom of Crowds
The final book in the Age of Madness trilogy concludes the epic tale of societal
transformation and personal ambition. It delves into the fallout of revolutionary ideals
clashing with harsh realities, revealing the true cost of power. The novel delivers a powerful
and thought-provoking end to the extended First Law universe.
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