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the european economic community was created to brainly as a significant step toward
economic integration and cooperation among European nations after the devastation of World War
II. This community aimed to foster economic growth, political stability, and peace by creating a
common market that allowed the free movement of goods, services, capital, and labor.
Understanding the origins, objectives, and impact of the European Economic Community (EEC) is
essential for grasping the evolution of Europe’s economic and political landscape. This article
examines why the European Economic Community was created, its historical context, its
fundamental goals, and its lasting influence on the European Union and the global economy.
Additionally, this article will explore the institutional framework of the EEC and its role in shaping
modern European integration. Below is a detailed table of contents that outlines the main points
covered in this comprehensive overview.
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Historical Background of the European Economic
Community
The European Economic Community was created to brainly as part of a broader effort to rebuild
Europe after the destruction of World War II. The war had devastated economies and
infrastructures, leaving European nations in need of cooperation to ensure lasting peace and
prosperity. The idea of European integration gained traction during the late 1940s and early 1950s,
driven by political leaders who sought to prevent future conflicts through economic
interdependence.

The Treaty of Rome, signed in 1957 by six founding countries—Belgium, France, Germany, Italy,
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands—marked the official establishment of the EEC. This treaty aimed
to create a common market and customs union, eliminating trade barriers and fostering economic
collaboration. The EEC followed earlier initiatives such as the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSC), which had set the precedent for supranational cooperation.



Post-War European Challenges
Europe faced numerous challenges after World War II, including economic instability, political
fragmentation, and social unrest. The need to rebuild industries, restore trade relations, and secure
peace was paramount. The EEC was seen as a mechanism to address these challenges by promoting
economic integration and reducing the likelihood of nationalistic conflicts.

The Role of Key Founding Members
The six founding countries played a crucial role in shaping the European Economic Community’s
objectives and institutions. Their commitment to cooperation and shared interests in economic
recovery laid the groundwork for the EEC’s success. The leadership of figures like Jean Monnet and
Robert Schuman was instrumental in advocating for a united Europe through economic means.

Objectives Behind the Creation of the European
Economic Community
The european economic community was created to brainly primarily to achieve economic
integration, peace, and political stability among member states. The fundamental objectives of the
EEC included eliminating trade barriers, creating a common market, and fostering economic growth
through cooperation.

These objectives reflected a vision of a united Europe where economic interdependence would
reduce the chances of conflict and enhance the collective prosperity of its members. The EEC sought
to harmonize policies, encourage competition, and support innovation across national borders.

Economic Integration and the Common Market
One of the core goals of the EEC was to establish a common market that allowed the free movement
of goods, services, capital, and people. This integration was intended to increase efficiency, reduce
costs, and create a larger market for businesses to operate within. By removing tariffs and quotas,
the EEC aimed to stimulate trade and investment among member states.

Promoting Peace and Political Stability
Beyond economic goals, the EEC was also created to secure peace in a region historically plagued by
wars. The idea was that economic cooperation would bind countries together, making conflict less
likely. The community provided a framework for dialogue and mutual understanding, contributing to
political stability in Western Europe.

Encouraging Social and Regional Development
The EEC also focused on reducing disparities between regions within member states, promoting
social cohesion and balanced development. Through various policies and funding mechanisms, the



community aimed to support less developed areas and improve living standards across Europe.

Institutional Structure of the European Economic
Community
The european economic community was created to brainly with a well-defined institutional
framework designed to manage its operations and ensure effective governance. The primary
institutions of the EEC played distinct roles in decision-making, policy implementation, and dispute
resolution.

The European Commission
The European Commission acted as the executive body responsible for proposing legislation,
implementing decisions, and managing the day-to-day affairs of the community. It represented the
interests of the EEC as a whole rather than individual member states.

The Council of Ministers
The Council of Ministers represented the governments of member states and was responsible for
adopting legislation and coordinating policies. It played a critical role in balancing national interests
with the goals of the community.

The European Parliament
The European Parliament provided democratic oversight and represented the citizens of member
states. Although initially limited in power, its role grew over time, contributing to the legitimacy and
transparency of the EEC’s activities.

The Court of Justice
The Court of Justice ensured that EEC law was interpreted and applied uniformly across member
states. It resolved disputes between institutions, member countries, and individuals, strengthening
the legal foundation of the community.

Key Achievements and Impact of the European
Economic Community
The european economic community was created to brainly with the intention of transforming
Europe’s economic landscape, and it achieved numerous significant accomplishments that shaped
the continent’s future.

The establishment of a customs union and the removal of internal tariffs led to increased trade and



economic growth. The EEC facilitated the creation of a large, integrated market that attracted
investment and innovation. Over time, the community expanded its policies to include agriculture,
competition law, environmental standards, and social policies, enhancing its influence on everyday
life in member states.

Economic Growth and Market Integration
The EEC successfully boosted economic development by creating a seamless market that
encouraged competition and efficiency. Member countries experienced higher growth rates,
increased employment opportunities, and greater consumer choice as a result of integration.

Political and Social Cooperation
Beyond economics, the EEC fostered closer political ties among European nations. Cooperation
extended to social policies, education, and regional development, promoting unity and reducing
disparities within Europe.

Expansion and Enlargement
The success of the EEC attracted new members, expanding from the original six to include countries
such as the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Denmark in the 1970s. This enlargement demonstrated
the appeal of economic cooperation and the model’s adaptability to different national contexts.

Creation of a customs union by 1968

Establishment of common agricultural and trade policies

Promotion of environmental and social standards

Increased employment and economic competitiveness

Foundation for future European integration efforts

The Transition from the European Economic
Community to the European Union
The european economic community was created to brainly as a foundational step that eventually
evolved into the European Union (EU). The EEC’s structures and policies laid the groundwork for
deeper integration, culminating in the Maastricht Treaty of 1992, which formally established the EU.

The transition reflected a shift from purely economic collaboration to a broader political union
encompassing foreign policy, security, justice, and citizenship rights. The EU expanded upon the
EEC’s achievements by introducing a common currency, the euro, and enhancing institutional



cooperation.

The Maastricht Treaty and Its Significance
The Maastricht Treaty represented a milestone in European integration by transforming the EEC
into the EU. It introduced new areas of cooperation, strengthened the role of European institutions,
and set criteria for member states to adopt the euro. This treaty marked the beginning of a more
unified and politically integrated Europe.

Legacy of the European Economic Community
The legacy of the EEC endures in the EU’s ongoing commitment to economic integration and
cooperation. The principles of free movement, common policies, and supranational governance
established by the EEC continue to shape European affairs and serve as a model for regional
integration worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of creating the European
Economic Community (EEC)?
The main purpose of creating the European Economic Community was to foster economic
integration and cooperation among its member countries to promote economic growth, stability, and
peace in Europe.

When was the European Economic Community (EEC)
established?
The European Economic Community was established in 1957 by the Treaty of Rome.

Which countries were the founding members of the European
Economic Community?
The founding members of the European Economic Community were Belgium, France, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany.

How did the European Economic Community aim to improve
trade among member countries?
The EEC aimed to improve trade by creating a common market with the removal of trade barriers
such as tariffs and quotas among member states, allowing for the free movement of goods, services,
capital, and labor.



What role did the European Economic Community play in
promoting peace in Europe?
By fostering economic interdependence and cooperation among member countries, the EEC helped
reduce the likelihood of conflicts and contributed to lasting peace in post-war Europe.

How did the creation of the European Economic Community
influence the formation of the European Union?
The EEC was a foundational step toward European integration and eventually evolved into the
European Union, expanding its scope beyond economic cooperation to include political and social
integration.

What were some key institutions established by the European
Economic Community?
Key institutions of the EEC included the European Commission, the European Parliament, the
Council of Ministers, and the European Court of Justice, which helped govern and manage the
community's policies and laws.

Additional Resources
1. The Formation of the European Economic Community: A Historical Overview
This book provides a comprehensive history of the creation of the European Economic Community
(EEC). It covers the political and economic motivations behind its formation and the key figures
involved. Readers gain insight into the post-World War II efforts to promote economic integration in
Europe.

2. European Integration and the EEC: Foundations and Developments
Focusing on the early years of the EEC, this book explores the institutional and policy foundations of
the community. It discusses the Treaties of Rome and their significance in shaping the economic
cooperation among member states. The book also examines challenges faced during the initial
phases of integration.

3. The European Economic Community and Its Impact on Member States
This title analyzes how the EEC influenced the economies and political landscapes of its member
countries. It highlights the benefits and drawbacks experienced by different nations and sectors. The
book offers case studies illustrating the transformation brought by economic integration.

4. Building Unity: The Creation of the European Economic Community
By detailing the diplomatic efforts and negotiations leading to the EEC’s establishment, this book
sheds light on the collaborative spirit of post-war Europe. It emphasizes the roles of founding
members and their visions for a united economic bloc. The narrative also includes the broader
context of Cold War politics.

5. The European Economic Community in Global Perspective
This book situates the EEC within the larger framework of international economic relations. It
examines how the EEC influenced global trade patterns and its interactions with other economic



blocs. Readers learn about the EEC’s role in promoting regional stability and economic growth.

6. Legal Foundations of the European Economic Community
Focusing on the legal aspects, this work explores the treaties, regulations, and institutions that
formed the EEC’s backbone. It explains how legal frameworks facilitated cooperation and
integration among diverse member states. The book is essential for understanding the EEC’s
governance structure.

7. The Economics of European Integration: From EEC to EU
This book traces the economic theories and policies behind the integration process starting with the
EEC. It discusses customs unions, common markets, and monetary cooperation, highlighting their
economic implications. The transition from the EEC to the European Union is also examined.

8. Challenges and Achievements of the European Economic Community
Detailing the obstacles the EEC faced, such as political disagreements and economic crises, this
book also celebrates its successes. It looks at how the community adapted and evolved over time.
The book offers a balanced view of the EEC’s legacy.

9. From Coal and Steel to a Common Market: The Story of the EEC
This narrative traces the progression from the European Coal and Steel Community to the
establishment of the EEC. It highlights the strategic steps taken to deepen economic integration and
foster cooperation. The book provides an accessible introduction to the origins of the European
Union.
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