
the encyclopedia of world biography
the encyclopedia of world biography serves as a comprehensive repository of information on
notable individuals throughout history from every corner of the globe. This extensive resource
chronicles the lives, achievements, and contributions of influential figures across diverse fields such
as politics, science, arts, literature, and social movements. By providing detailed accounts of the
personal backgrounds, career milestones, and historical contexts of these individuals, the
encyclopedia offers invaluable insights for researchers, educators, and enthusiasts alike. Its rich
collection spans from ancient times to the modern era, highlighting the interconnectedness of human
endeavors worldwide. This article explores the scope, structure, and significance of the encyclopedia
of world biography, delving into its editorial approach, key features, and practical applications. The
following sections will guide readers through an overview, the content organization, notable
biographies included, and the resource’s role in academic and public domains.

Overview of the Encyclopedia of World Biography

Content Structure and Editorial Approach

Notable Biographies and Featured Figures

Applications and Importance in Research and Education

Overview of the Encyclopedia of World Biography
The encyclopedia of world biography is an authoritative reference work that compiles detailed profiles
of significant historical and contemporary personalities from around the globe. It aims to document
the diverse achievements and life stories of individuals who have shaped cultural, scientific, political,
and social landscapes. The scope of this encyclopedia is vast, encompassing figures from different
eras, regions, and disciplines, providing a holistic view of human history through biographical
narratives. Its purpose is to offer readers accurate and well-researched information, making it a
trusted source for academic study and general knowledge. The encyclopedia is regularly updated to
include emerging figures and recent developments, ensuring its relevance in an ever-evolving world.

Content Structure and Editorial Approach
The encyclopedia of world biography is meticulously organized to facilitate easy navigation and
comprehensive understanding. Entries are generally arranged alphabetically by the last name of the
individual, with cross-references to related subjects and themes. Each biography typically includes
key details such as birth and death dates, early life, education, career highlights, major
accomplishments, and legacy. The editorial process involves rigorous fact-checking and verification to
maintain accuracy and credibility. Expert contributors from various academic fields collaborate to
provide balanced and insightful perspectives on each subject.



Categories and Thematic Groupings
Beyond alphabetical arrangement, the encyclopedia incorporates thematic groupings and categories
to enhance usability. These include classifications by profession, nationality, historical period, and
area of influence. Such categorization allows users to explore interconnected biographies and
understand broader historical and cultural trends.

Use of Sources and References
The encyclopedia relies on a wide range of primary and secondary sources, including archival
materials, published works, and scholarly articles. Citations and bibliographies accompany entries
where appropriate, enabling readers to pursue further research and verify information independently.

Notable Biographies and Featured Figures
The encyclopedia of world biography features an extensive roster of individuals renowned for their
contributions across multiple spheres. It includes political leaders, scientists, artists, writers, activists,
and innovators whose lives have left a lasting impact on society. The diversity of profiles reflects the
encyclopedia’s commitment to representing global perspectives and acknowledging achievements
from all cultures and backgrounds.

Historical Icons
Prominent historical figures such as Abraham Lincoln, Cleopatra, Leonardo da Vinci, and Mahatma
Gandhi are thoroughly documented, offering insights into their personal journeys and historical
significance. These entries provide context for their actions and the eras they influenced.

Contemporary Influencers
The encyclopedia also covers influential modern personalities like Marie Curie, Nelson Mandela, Frida
Kahlo, and Elon Musk, detailing their ongoing contributions and shaping of contemporary society. This
inclusion highlights the dynamic nature of biography as a discipline.

List of Key Biographical Subjects

Political Leaders: Winston Churchill, Angela Merkel, Nelson Mandela

Scientists and Innovators: Isaac Newton, Nikola Tesla, Rosalind Franklin

Artists and Writers: William Shakespeare, Vincent van Gogh, Maya Angelou

Social Activists: Martin Luther King Jr., Malala Yousafzai, Susan B. Anthony

Philosophers and Thinkers: Confucius, Friedrich Nietzsche, Simone de Beauvoir



Applications and Importance in Research and
Education
The encyclopedia of world biography is an indispensable tool for students, scholars, educators, and
general readers seeking reliable biographical information. Its comprehensive coverage and scholarly
approach make it suitable for academic projects, curriculum development, and personal enrichment.
The resource supports interdisciplinary studies by linking individual lives to broader historical,
cultural, and social narratives.

Academic Research
Researchers utilize the encyclopedia to gather verified data on notable figures, contextualize
historical events, and analyze the influence of individuals across time. It serves as a foundational
reference in fields such as history, literature, political science, and sociology.

Educational Resources
Educators incorporate the encyclopedia’s content into lesson plans, biographies assignments, and
critical thinking exercises. Its accessible format and detailed entries facilitate student engagement
and comprehension of complex historical subjects.

General Knowledge and Cultural Literacy
Beyond formal education, the encyclopedia fosters cultural literacy by providing readers with a
deeper understanding of global heritage and the interconnectedness of human achievements. It
encourages exploration of diverse narratives and promotes appreciation for the contributions of
people worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Encyclopedia of World Biography?
The Encyclopedia of World Biography is a comprehensive reference work that provides detailed
biographical information about notable individuals from various fields and historical periods around
the world.

Who publishes the Encyclopedia of World Biography?
The Encyclopedia of World Biography is published by Gale, a leading educational publisher known for
producing authoritative reference materials.



How is the Encyclopedia of World Biography organized?
The Encyclopedia of World Biography is typically organized alphabetically by the last names of
individuals, making it easy to locate biographies of specific people.

What types of individuals are featured in the Encyclopedia of
World Biography?
The encyclopedia features notable figures from diverse backgrounds, including leaders, artists,
scientists, writers, activists, and other influential people throughout history.

Is the Encyclopedia of World Biography available online?
Yes, the Encyclopedia of World Biography is available in digital format through various library
databases and online platforms, providing easy access to its extensive content.

How frequently is the Encyclopedia of World Biography
updated?
The encyclopedia is periodically updated to include new biographies and revised information,
ensuring that it remains current and relevant.

Can the Encyclopedia of World Biography be used for
academic research?
Absolutely. The Encyclopedia of World Biography is a credible and scholarly resource widely used by
students, educators, and researchers for academic projects and papers.

Does the Encyclopedia of World Biography include
bibliographies or references for further reading?
Yes, many entries in the Encyclopedia of World Biography include bibliographies or suggestions for
further reading, helping users to explore more detailed information about the individuals.

Additional Resources
1. Dictionary of World Biography
This comprehensive dictionary offers concise biographies of significant figures from all over the world
and throughout history. It covers a wide range of fields, including politics, science, arts, and sports.
Each entry provides key facts and achievements, making it a valuable resource for quick reference.

2. Who’s Who in World History
This book presents detailed profiles of influential people who have shaped global history. It spans
ancient times to the modern era, highlighting leaders, innovators, and cultural icons. The entries
include contextual background to help readers understand each figure’s impact on their time and
beyond.



3. Great Lives from History: The 20th Century
Focusing on the 20th century, this volume chronicles the lives of prominent personalities who
influenced politics, science, art, and social movements. It offers in-depth narratives alongside
photographs and timelines. The book serves as an essential guide for students and enthusiasts of
recent history.

4. Encyclopedia of Women in World History
Dedicated to the achievements of women throughout history, this encyclopedia highlights female
leaders, activists, artists, and scientists. It aims to address the underrepresentation of women in
traditional biographies. Readers gain insight into the diverse contributions women have made across
cultures and eras.

5. Biographical Dictionary of Scientists
This resource profiles key figures in the scientific community from various disciplines and historical
periods. It includes pioneering researchers, inventors, and theorists whose work has advanced human
knowledge. Each biography contextualizes scientific achievements within broader historical
developments.

6. Leaders and Legends: A Global Biographical Compendium
Covering political leaders, cultural icons, and renowned personalities worldwide, this compendium
offers rich biographical sketches. It explores the lives and legacies of figures who have led nations or
inspired movements. The book is designed for readers interested in understanding leadership and
influence on a global scale.

7. Historical Figures: A Global Perspective
This collection provides biographies of individuals who have left a mark on world history, from ancient
rulers to modern-day changemakers. It emphasizes cross-cultural connections and the interplay of
different civilizations. The entries are crafted to foster a holistic understanding of historical dynamics.

8. Biographies of World Artists and Writers
Focusing on creative minds, this book features influential artists, authors, and cultural contributors
from various nations and time periods. It examines their works, inspirations, and the cultural contexts
in which they flourished. The volume is an excellent tool for exploring the human stories behind great
art and literature.

9. Global Biographies: A Comparative Study
This volume offers comparative biographies that examine the lives and impacts of individuals from
different regions and backgrounds side by side. It encourages readers to analyze similarities and
differences in leadership styles, achievements, and historical significance. The book is ideal for
comparative history and global studies enthusiasts.
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