
the economist pocket world in figures
the economist pocket world in figures is a concise and comprehensive reference guide that
provides key statistical data and insightful economic indicators from around the globe. This annual
publication by The Economist Intelligence Unit offers an invaluable resource for businesses,
researchers, policymakers, and anyone interested in understanding global trends through
authoritative data. Covering a wide range of topics including demographics, economics, energy,
environment, and technology, the pocket world in figures serves as a snapshot of the current state of
the world in numbers. The book’s compact format allows for easy access to critical facts and
comparisons between countries, making it an essential tool for informed decision-making. In this
article, we will explore the structure, content, and significance of The Economist Pocket World in
Figures, emphasizing its role in global economic analysis and statistical reporting. The discussion will
also highlight how the publication facilitates understanding of complex global issues through clear
and accurate data presentation.
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Overview of The Economist Pocket World in Figures
The Economist Pocket World in Figures is a trusted annual publication that compiles essential
statistics and economic indicators from nearly every country. It is designed to provide a snapshot of
key global trends through a reliable and accessible format. The publication is widely recognized for its
accuracy, comprehensiveness, and ease of use, making it a staple resource for professionals who
require quick access to comparative international data.

This compact volume is produced by The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), which is known for its
rigorous data collection and analytical standards. The publication summarizes complex data sets in a
way that enables users to identify patterns, track progress, and benchmark countries across various
metrics. The pocket world in figures acts as a statistical compendium that supports economic
forecasting, market analysis, and academic research.

History and Evolution
Since its inception, The Economist Pocket World in Figures has evolved in scope and detail. Initially
focused on basic economic indicators, the publication has expanded to include a broad array of social,
environmental, and technological data points. The continual refinement of data sources and
methodologies ensures that the pocket world in figures remains relevant amid changing global



dynamics.

Target Audience
The publication primarily serves economists, business leaders, policy analysts, academics, and
journalists. Its accessible layout and comprehensive content also make it suitable for students and
general readers interested in global affairs. The pocket world in figures is particularly useful for those
who need reliable, up-to-date data for comparative analysis and decision-making.

Key Data Categories and Coverage
The Economist Pocket World in Figures covers a wide array of data categories that provide a holistic
view of global economic and social conditions. Each category includes carefully curated statistics
presented with clarity and precision. The breadth of coverage ensures that users can find relevant
data across multiple sectors and regions.

Demographics and Population
This section offers vital statistics on population size, growth rates, age distribution, urbanization, and
migration patterns. Understanding demographic trends is crucial for assessing market potential,
workforce availability, and social development challenges.

Economic Indicators
Core economic data includes gross domestic product (GDP), inflation rates, unemployment figures,
trade balances, and fiscal metrics. These indicators provide insight into the economic health and
performance of countries, facilitating comparison and trend analysis.

Energy and Environment
Statistics on energy consumption, production, renewable energy adoption, and carbon emissions are
featured to highlight environmental sustainability and resource management. This coverage supports
evaluations of energy policies and climate change impacts.

Technology and Infrastructure
Data on internet penetration, mobile subscriptions, transportation infrastructure, and innovation
indices demonstrate technological advancement and connectivity levels across nations. These figures
are essential for assessing digital economies and infrastructure development.



Health and Education
The publication includes information on healthcare expenditure, disease prevalence, educational
attainment, and literacy rates. These social indicators help gauge human capital development and
quality of life in different regions.

List of Key Data Categories

Population and Demographics

Economic Performance Metrics

Energy Production and Consumption

Environmental Impact Statistics

Technological Infrastructure

Health and Education Indicators

Uses and Applications in Business and Policy
The Economist Pocket World in Figures is utilized extensively across multiple sectors for informed
strategic planning and policy formulation. Its data-driven approach supports evidence-based decision-
making, risk assessment, and international benchmarking.

Business Strategy and Market Analysis
Companies rely on the publication’s data to evaluate market conditions, identify growth opportunities,
and understand competitive landscapes. Economic and demographic statistics help firms tailor
products and services to specific regional needs.

Government and Policy Development
Policymakers use the pocket world in figures to monitor economic trends, assess policy impacts, and
allocate resources efficiently. The data assists in setting priorities related to economic development,
social welfare, and environmental sustainability.

Academic and Research Purposes
Researchers and educators reference the publication for reliable data to support studies in
economics, international relations, and social sciences. Its comprehensive coverage aids comparative



research and trend analysis over time.

Risk Management and Forecasting
Financial institutions and analysts incorporate the data into models for economic forecasting and risk
evaluation. The timely and accurate statistics help anticipate market shifts and global economic
changes.

Comparative Advantages and Unique Features
The Economist Pocket World in Figures distinguishes itself through its authoritative sourcing, concise
presentation, and global scope. These features contribute to its reputation as a premier statistical
reference.

Authoritative Data Sources
The publication draws from official government statistics, international organizations, and The
Economist Intelligence Unit’s proprietary research. This ensures credibility and consistency in the data
presented.

Concise and Accessible Format
Despite its comprehensive content, the pocket world in figures is designed for quick reference. Clear
tables, charts, and summaries facilitate easy comparison and interpretation of complex data sets.

Global Comparability
Data is standardized to enable meaningful cross-country comparisons. This uniformity is critical for
identifying global patterns and benchmarking national performance against international peers.

Periodic Updates
Annual publication guarantees users access to the most recent data and trends, reflecting changes in
global economic and social landscapes promptly.

Access and Updates
The Economist Pocket World in Figures is available in print and digital formats, making it accessible to
a wide audience. Subscribers and purchasers benefit from regular updates that maintain the
relevance of the data for current analysis.



Publication Frequency
Released annually, the publication incorporates the latest available statistics and revisions to previous
data. This regular update cycle supports ongoing monitoring of global developments.

Digital Accessibility
Digital versions offer enhanced usability, including searchable content and data export options. This
facilitates integration with other analytical tools and databases for in-depth research.

Subscription and Purchase Options
The pocket world in figures can be obtained through academic institutions, libraries, and direct
purchase from The Economist Intelligence Unit. Various subscription plans cater to individual users
and corporate clients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' book about?
The Economist Pocket World in Figures is an annual publication that provides a comprehensive
collection of the most relevant statistics and data about countries around the world, covering areas
such as economy, population, health, education, and environment.

Who publishes 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures'?
The book is published by The Economist Intelligence Unit, the research and analysis division of The
Economist Group.

How often is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures'
updated?
The Economist Pocket World in Figures is updated and published annually to provide the latest
available data and statistics.

What type of data can I find in 'The Economist Pocket World in
Figures'?
The book includes data on demographics, economic indicators, social statistics, environmental
factors, and other key metrics such as GDP, population size, life expectancy, literacy rates, and
carbon emissions.



Who is the target audience for 'The Economist Pocket World
in Figures'?
The target audience includes students, researchers, policymakers, business professionals, and anyone
interested in global statistics and comparative country data.

Is 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' available in digital
format?
Yes, the publication is available in both print and digital formats, allowing users to access data
conveniently on various devices.

How does 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' source its
data?
The data is compiled from reputable international organizations such as the United Nations, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Health Organization, and other authoritative sources.

Can 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' be used for
academic research?
Yes, due to its reliable and comprehensive data, the book is widely used as a reference for academic
research, reports, and presentations.

What makes 'The Economist Pocket World in Figures' different
from other statistical yearbooks?
Its concise and user-friendly format, combined with data curated by The Economist's editorial team,
offers clear, up-to-date, and comparative statistics with insightful context, making it accessible and
practical for a broad audience.

Additional Resources
1. The Economist Pocket World in Figures 2024
This annual publication offers a concise and accessible overview of global economic, demographic,
and social statistics. It covers key data on countries’ GDP, population, trade, and more, making it an
essential reference for professionals, students, and enthusiasts. The book provides clear charts and
comparisons that help readers understand complex global trends at a glance.

2. World Development Indicators 2023
Published by the World Bank, this comprehensive volume compiles data on global economic
development, including poverty, education, health, and infrastructure. It serves as a crucial resource
for policymakers and researchers interested in tracking progress and challenges in development
worldwide. The book features detailed country profiles and thematic analyses.

3. Global Economic Outlook 2024



This report by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) offers forecasts and analysis of the global
economy, with insights into growth prospects, inflation, and trade dynamics. It highlights emerging
market trends and the impact of geopolitical events on economic stability. The publication is valuable
for understanding near-term economic risks and opportunities.

4. The CIA World Factbook 2024
An authoritative source of up-to-date information on the geography, people, government, economy,
and military of countries around the world. The Factbook provides statistical data that complements
the economic focus of the Economist’s pocket guide. It is widely used by researchers and analysts for
reliable country-specific information.

5. OECD Economic Outlook 2023
This biannual report examines economic trends and policies in OECD member countries and major
emerging economies. It includes projections for GDP growth, employment, inflation, and fiscal
balances. The book is a key tool for understanding economic policy challenges and opportunities in
developed nations.

6. Global Population Trends and Projections 2024
A detailed analysis of demographic changes worldwide, this publication covers fertility rates,
migration patterns, urbanization, and aging populations. It provides essential context for interpreting
economic and social data presented in pocket world figures. The book helps readers grasp the
population dynamics shaping future economic landscapes.

7. Trade and Investment Patterns in the 21st Century
This volume explores global trade flows, investment trends, and the impact of globalization on
economies. It includes data-driven insights into supply chains, tariff policies, and regional trade
agreements. The book complements economic figures by explaining the forces driving international
commerce.

8. Energy and Resources in Global Economics 2024
Focusing on the role of energy and natural resources, this publication analyzes production,
consumption, and pricing trends across countries. It examines how resource availability affects
economic development and environmental sustainability. The book is important for understanding the
economic implications of energy transitions.

9. Urbanization and Economic Growth: Global Perspectives
This book investigates the relationship between urban development and economic performance,
highlighting the growth of megacities and infrastructure challenges. It presents data and case studies
that help explain how urbanization influences productivity and living standards. The publication
enriches the understanding of socio-economic factors behind world figures.
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