
the driskill hotel history

the driskill hotel history traces the rich and captivating past of one of
Austin, Texas’s most iconic landmarks. Established in the late 19th century,
the Driskill Hotel has served as a symbol of luxury, Southern hospitality,
and historical significance for over a century. This article explores the
origins of the Driskill Hotel, its architectural grandeur, notable events,
and its evolution through time. As a witness to Austin’s growth and
transformation, the hotel’s story is intertwined with cultural, political,
and social milestones. Readers will gain insights into its founder’s vision,
the hotel’s role during pivotal moments, and its current status as a beloved
historic destination. Delving into the driskill hotel history offers a window
into Texas heritage and the preservation of historic hotels nationwide. The
following sections provide a detailed overview of the hotel’s beginnings,
design, significant guests, and lasting legacy.

Origins and Founding of the Driskill Hotel

Architectural Design and Features

Cultural and Historical Significance

Notable Guests and Events

Restoration and Modern Era

Origins and Founding of the Driskill Hotel

The driskill hotel history begins with Colonel Jesse Driskill, a wealthy
cattleman and businessman who envisioned a grand hotel that would reflect the
prosperity of Austin and Texas in the late 1800s. Opened in 1886, the
Driskill was constructed to accommodate the influx of visitors and
dignitaries arriving in the city, especially during legislative sessions.
Colonel Driskill invested heavily in the project, aiming to create a
luxurious establishment that would rival any other in the South. The hotel
was strategically located in downtown Austin, symbolizing growth and
modernity. Its inauguration was met with great enthusiasm, marking the
beginning of a celebrated legacy in hospitality.

The Vision of Colonel Jesse Driskill

Colonel Jesse Driskill’s ambition was to establish more than just a hotel; he



sought to create a social and political hub for Texas. Drawing on his success
in cattle ranching, he leveraged his wealth to finance the construction of a
hotel that embodied elegance and comfort. The Driskill was intended to be a
“palace for the people,” open to all but with a level of sophistication that
attracted the elite.

Construction and Opening

Construction of the Driskill Hotel began in 1885, utilizing local materials
and skilled craftsmen. The hotel officially opened its doors in December
1886. At the time, it was the largest and most lavish hotel in Texas,
boasting state-of-the-art amenities for its era. Its opening was a major
event in Austin, signaling a new era of hospitality and urban development.

Architectural Design and Features

The driskill hotel history is deeply connected to its architectural grandeur,
which blends Romanesque Revival and Victorian styles. The building’s design
was the work of architect Jasper N. Preston, who incorporated ornate details
and innovative construction techniques to create a striking edifice. The
hotel’s façade, interiors, and structural elements exemplify the opulence and
craftsmanship of the late 19th century. Its design has been preserved and
restored to maintain its historical integrity while accommodating modern
needs.

Exterior and Structural Elements

The Driskill Hotel’s exterior is characterized by its distinctive red brick
facade, arched windows, and decorative stonework. The building’s robust
construction includes a steel frame, which was advanced for its time,
providing both durability and fire resistance. The corner turret and mansard
roof add to the hotel’s stately appearance, making it a prominent feature of
Austin’s skyline.

Interior Design and Amenities

Inside, the Driskill was outfitted with luxurious materials such as marble,
fine woodwork, and intricate plaster moldings. The grand lobby featured a
sweeping staircase and elaborate chandeliers. Modern conveniences for the era
included electric lighting, steam heat, and telephones in guest rooms. Public
spaces were designed to facilitate social gatherings, including ballrooms,
dining rooms, and parlors.



Key Architectural Highlights

Romanesque Revival arches and ornamental details

Grand staircase and expansive lobby area

Use of local limestone and brick materials

Steel frame construction for enhanced stability

Elaborate plaster and wood interior finishes

Cultural and Historical Significance

The driskill hotel history is interwoven with Austin’s cultural and political
life. Over its long existence, the hotel has served as a gathering place for
lawmakers, celebrities, and community leaders. It played an important role in
Texas’s political scene, especially during legislative sessions when
politicians lodged and deliberated within its walls. The hotel’s social
events, including dances, banquets, and meetings, contributed to Austin’s
civic identity. Additionally, the Driskill has been a backdrop for numerous
historical moments and local traditions.

A Hub for Texas Politics

Given its proximity to the Texas State Capitol, the Driskill became the
unofficial headquarters for lawmakers and political influencers. The hotel’s
suites and public spaces often hosted negotiations, celebrations, and
strategic gatherings. This political significance enhanced the hotel’s
reputation as a center of power and influence.

Social and Cultural Events

Throughout its history, the Driskill has been home to countless social events
that shaped Austin’s cultural fabric. From debutante balls to charity
fundraisers, the hotel provided an elegant setting for community engagement.
Its ballrooms and dining facilities were frequently used for performances,
lectures, and celebrations.



Notable Guests and Events

The driskill hotel history includes visits from numerous prominent figures
and the hosting of significant events. Presidents, celebrities, and cultural
icons have all stayed at the hotel, contributing to its legendary status. The
hotel has also been the site of historic celebrations and milestones that
reflect its enduring appeal and prestige.

Famous Visitors

Over the years, the Driskill has welcomed a wide array of distinguished
guests, including:

President Lyndon B. Johnson

President Theodore Roosevelt

Actress Bette Davis

Musician Willie Nelson

Various Texas governors and legislators

Historic Events Hosted at the Driskill

Notable events in the hotel’s history include political conventions, cultural
galas, and celebrations marking Texas milestones. The Driskill also survived
the economic challenges of the Great Depression and periods of urban change,
remaining a symbol of resilience.

Restoration and Modern Era

The driskill hotel history continues into the present day with significant
restoration efforts aimed at preserving its historic character while updating
facilities for modern guests. These renovations have respected the original
architecture and design, ensuring that the hotel remains a premier
destination. Today, the Driskill Hotel operates as a luxury hotel, blending
historic charm with contemporary amenities. It remains a vital part of
Austin’s hospitality landscape and a cherished landmark.



Preservation Efforts

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Driskill underwent extensive
restorations to repair aging structures and restore original design elements.
Preservationists and architects collaborated to maintain historical accuracy
while improving safety and comfort. These efforts have solidified the
Driskill’s status on the National Register of Historic Places.

Current Role and Offerings

Today, the Driskill Hotel offers guests luxurious accommodations, fine
dining, and event spaces steeped in history. It serves as a venue for
weddings, conferences, and cultural events, continuing its legacy as a social
and political hub. The hotel also embraces its ghost stories and folklore,
adding to its unique character and appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was The Driskill Hotel built?
The Driskill Hotel was built in 1886 and is one of the oldest operating
hotels in Austin, Texas.

Who founded The Driskill Hotel?
The Driskill Hotel was founded by Colonel Jesse Driskill, a wealthy cattleman
who envisioned a luxurious hotel in Austin.

What architectural style is The Driskill Hotel known
for?
The Driskill Hotel is known for its Romanesque Revival architectural style,
characterized by its distinctive limestone facade and ornate details.

Why is The Driskill Hotel historically significant?
The Driskill Hotel is historically significant as a symbol of Texas
hospitality and has hosted numerous famous guests, political figures, and
cultural events since the 19th century.

Has The Driskill Hotel undergone any major



renovations?
Yes, The Driskill Hotel has undergone several renovations, including a major
restoration in the 1990s to preserve its historic charm while updating its
amenities.

What role did The Driskill Hotel play in Austin's
social scene?
The Driskill Hotel served as a central hub for Austin's social and political
gatherings, hosting events, banquets, and meetings for over a century.

Is The Driskill Hotel listed on any historic
registers?
Yes, The Driskill Hotel is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, recognizing its cultural and architectural importance.

Have any famous personalities stayed at The Driskill
Hotel?
Many famous personalities, including presidents, musicians, and celebrities,
have stayed at The Driskill Hotel throughout its history.

What unique features does The Driskill Hotel offer
that reflect its history?
The Driskill Hotel features original mahogany woodwork, stained glass
windows, and historic murals that reflect its 19th-century origins and Texas
heritage.

Additional Resources
1. The Driskill Hotel: A Texas Landmark Through Time
This book offers a comprehensive history of the Driskill Hotel, detailing its
founding in 1886 by Colonel Jesse Driskill. It explores the architectural
significance of the Romanesque Revival style and the hotel's role in Austin's
social and political life. Rich with historic photographs and anecdotes, the
book captures the essence of this iconic Texas landmark.

2. Ghosts of the Driskill: Legends and Lore
Delving into the paranormal stories surrounding the Driskill Hotel, this book
compiles eerie tales and reported hauntings that have intrigued visitors for
decades. It examines the folklore, ghost sightings, and mysterious events
that contribute to the hotel's haunted reputation. Perfect for readers
interested in the supernatural side of historic hotels.



3. The Driskill Hotel: Architecture and Elegance in Austin
Focusing on the architectural design and craftsmanship of the Driskill, this
volume highlights the building's stylistic influences and preservation
efforts. It discusses the work of architect Jasper N. Preston and the ornate
details that make the hotel a masterpiece. The book also covers the
renovations that have maintained the Driskill’s grandeur over the years.

4. Jesse Driskill: The Man Behind the Hotel
A biography of Colonel Jesse Driskill, the cattle baron who built the hotel
as a symbol of luxury and success. This book traces Driskill’s life, from his
early years in Texas to his vision for the hotel as a social hub for the
state’s elite. It provides insight into his business ventures and his lasting
impact on Austin’s development.

5. The Driskill Hotel in Political History
Exploring the hotel's connection to Texas politics, this book documents the
many political gatherings, speeches, and events hosted at the Driskill. It
highlights notable figures who have stayed or spoken there, including
governors and presidents. The narrative showcases how the Driskill has been a
backdrop for key moments in Texas governance.

6. Preserving the Past: Restoration of the Driskill Hotel
This book details the extensive restoration projects that have preserved the
Driskill’s historic charm while updating its facilities. It covers challenges
faced by preservationists and the techniques used to maintain authenticity.
Featuring interviews with architects and historians, it emphasizes the
importance of historic preservation in modern times.

7. The Driskill Hotel: A Cultural Icon of Austin
Highlighting the hotel's influence on Austin’s cultural scene, this book
discusses its role in hosting events, celebrations, and artistic
performances. It also explores how the Driskill has inspired writers,
musicians, and filmmakers. The book celebrates the hotel as a symbol of
Austin’s evolving identity.

8. Dining and Hospitality at the Driskill: A Historical Perspective
Focusing on the culinary and hospitality traditions of the hotel, this book
traces the evolution of its dining rooms and service standards. It includes
menus, recipes, and stories from staff and guests over the decades. Readers
gain insight into how the Driskill set the standard for luxury hospitality in
Texas.

9. The Driskill Hotel: Stories from the Lobby
A collection of personal stories and memories from guests, employees, and
locals connected to the Driskill Hotel. This book captures the human side of
the hotel’s history through interviews and first-person accounts. It offers a
unique perspective on the hotel’s role as a gathering place and community
landmark.
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