
the devil and tom walker answers

the devil and tom walker answers provide critical insights into Washington Irving’s classic short story,

exploring its themes, characters, and moral lessons. This article offers a comprehensive analysis and

detailed responses to common questions about the narrative, including the story’s plot, symbolism, and

historical context. Understanding the devil and tom walker answers is essential for students, educators,

and literature enthusiasts seeking to grasp the story’s deeper meanings and its place in American

literary tradition. The discussion also includes interpretations of the characters’ motivations, the

significance of the Faustian bargain, and the story’s critique of greed and moral corruption. By

examining these elements, readers gain a clearer perspective on the allegorical nature of the tale and

its enduring relevance. The following sections will guide readers through the most frequently asked

questions and provide thorough explanations to enhance comprehension.

Plot Summary and Key Events

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism

Historical and Literary Context

Common Questions and Detailed Answers

Plot Summary and Key Events

The devil and tom walker answers often begin with an understanding of the story’s plot, which centers

on Tom Walker, a miserly man who makes a pact with the devil. The narrative unfolds in a gloomy



New England setting where Tom encounters the devil in a swamp. The devil offers Tom a deal: wealth

in exchange for his soul. Tom initially hesitates but ultimately agrees, becoming a usurer who exploits

others for financial gain. As the story progresses, Tom’s greed intensifies, and he becomes

increasingly corrupt. The climax occurs when the devil claims Tom’s soul as payment, highlighting the

moral consequences of his choices.

Key Events in the Story

Tom Walker meets the devil in the swamp and is offered a deal.

Tom agrees to sell his soul in return for wealth.

Tom becomes a ruthless moneylender, exploiting borrowers.

Tom’s wife attempts to make the deal herself but disappears mysteriously.

Tom tries to escape his fate by becoming outwardly pious but is ultimately taken by the devil.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The devil and tom walker answers must include a detailed look at the characters, who embody the

story’s moral and thematic elements. Tom Walker is the protagonist, characterized by greed,

selfishness, and moral weakness. His wife is a similarly unpleasant character, whose own greed and

cruelty lead to her disappearance. The devil, often referred to as Old Scratch, symbolizes temptation,

evil, and the consequences of moral compromise. Each character plays a critical role in illustrating the

dangers of avarice and corruption.



Character Analysis

Tom Walker: A miserly, greedy man who prioritizes wealth over morality.

Tom’s Wife: Equally greedy and harsh, her fate serves as a warning about the consequences of

greed.

The Devil (Old Scratch): Represents evil and temptation, facilitating Tom’s downfall.

Themes and Symbolism

The devil and tom walker answers also address the story’s rich thematic content and symbolism.

Central themes include greed, moral corruption, and the Faustian bargain, which illustrates the peril of

exchanging one’s soul for earthly gain. The story critiques the greed and materialism prevalent in

society. Symbolism is abundant, with the dark swamp representing moral decay and the devil’s black

horse symbolizing death and evil. These elements reinforce the story’s message about the cost of

unethical choices.

Major Themes Explored

Greed and Materialism: The driving force behind Tom’s actions and ultimate downfall.

Morality and Consequences: The story emphasizes that unethical decisions lead to dire results.

Faustian Bargain: The pact with the devil symbolizes the temptation to sacrifice one’s soul for

wealth.



Symbolic Elements

The Swamp: A place of danger and moral corruption.

The Devil’s Black Horse: Represents death and the inescapable nature of evil.

Tom Walker’s House: Symbolizes his wealth but also his isolation and moral decay.

Historical and Literary Context

Understanding the devil and tom walker answers requires placing the story within its historical and

literary framework. Written by Washington Irving in the early 19th century, the story reflects the social

and economic conditions of post-Revolutionary America. It critiques the rampant materialism and moral

ambiguity of the time. The narrative draws on European folklore, particularly the Faust legend,

adapting it to an American setting. Irving’s use of satire and allegory is significant in shaping the

story’s lasting impact on American literature.

Contextual Background

Early 19th Century America: Economic expansion and increasing focus on wealth accumulation.

Faust Legend Influence: The story’s pact with the devil parallels the European tale of Faust.

Washington Irving’s Style: Known for blending folklore, satire, and moral storytelling.



Common Questions and Detailed Answers

The devil and tom walker answers section addresses frequently asked questions to clarify key points

and enhance understanding. This includes inquiries about the story’s moral lesson, the significance of

characters’ actions, and interpretations of the ending. Providing precise answers helps readers grasp

the narrative’s nuances and the implications of Tom Walker’s choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main moral of "The Devil and Tom Walker"?1.

The story warns against greed and the temptation to gain wealth through immoral means,

illustrating that such choices lead to ruin.

Why does Tom Walker make a deal with the devil?2.

Tom is motivated by greed and the desire for wealth, choosing to sacrifice his soul for material

gain.

What happens to Tom’s wife?3.

She attempts to make a deal with the devil herself but mysteriously disappears, implying she is

claimed by evil due to her own greed.

How does the story reflect the Faust legend?4.

Both stories involve a pact with the devil where a person exchanges their soul for worldly

benefits, highlighting themes of temptation and moral downfall.

What role does religion play in the story?5.



Religion is depicted as a superficial shield Tom uses to try to avoid consequences, emphasizing

hypocrisy and the insufficiency of outward piety.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?

The main theme of 'The Devil and Tom Walker' is the dangers of greed and moral corruption,

illustrating how the pursuit of wealth at the expense of ethics can lead to one's downfall.

How does Tom Walker's character change throughout the story?

Tom Walker starts as a miserly and selfish man, and after making a deal with the Devil, he becomes

even more greedy and ruthless, ultimately leading to his demise.

What role does the Devil play in the story?

The Devil serves as a tempter and a symbol of evil, offering Tom Walker wealth in exchange for his

soul, highlighting the consequences of making immoral choices.

Why does Tom Walker refuse to help his wife when she encounters the

Devil?

Tom Walker refuses to help his wife because of their mutual distrust and selfishness; their toxic

relationship reflects the story's theme of greed and moral decay.

What is the significance of the story's ending?

The story's ending, where Tom Walker is taken away by the Devil and his wealth is destroyed, serves

as a moral lesson that ill-gotten gains lead to ruin and that one cannot escape the consequences of



their immoral actions.

Additional Resources

1. The Devil and Tom Walker by Washington Irving

This classic short story explores themes of greed, moral corruption, and the consequences of making

deals with the devil. Tom Walker, a miserly man, encounters the devil in a swamp and agrees to sell

his soul in exchange for wealth. The tale serves as a moral warning about the perils of avarice and the

dark bargains one might make.

2. Faust by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

A seminal work in Western literature, Faust tells the story of a scholar who makes a pact with

Mephistopheles, a representative of the devil, in exchange for unlimited knowledge and worldly

pleasures. The narrative delves into themes of temptation, redemption, and the human quest for

meaning. It has inspired countless adaptations and discussions about morality and desire.

3. The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov

Set in Soviet Russia, this novel features the devil visiting Moscow, causing chaos and challenging the

complacency of society. The story intertwines the narrative of the Master, a writer persecuted for his

novel about Pontius Pilate, with the devil’s surreal interventions. It blends satire, fantasy, and

philosophical inquiry into good and evil.

4. Paradise Lost by John Milton

An epic poem that recounts the biblical story of the Fall of Man, focusing on Satan’s rebellion against

God and the subsequent temptation of Adam and Eve. Milton’s portrayal of the devil is complex,

depicting him as a tragic, charismatic figure driven by pride. The work explores themes of free will,

obedience, and the nature of evil.

5. Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe

This Elizabethan tragedy dramatizes the story of Dr. Faustus, who sells his soul to the devil in

exchange for magical powers and knowledge. The play examines the consequences of ambition and



the human desire to transcend natural limits. It serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of

overreaching and moral compromise.

6. The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis

Presented as a series of letters from a senior demon, Screwtape, to his nephew, this novel offers a

unique perspective on temptation and spiritual warfare. The letters provide insight into the devil’s

strategies for undermining human faith and virtue. Lewis combines wit, theology, and psychology to

explore the nature of good and evil.

7. Rosemary’s Baby by Ira Levin

A chilling horror novel about a young woman who becomes pregnant with the devil’s child after

unknowingly entering a pact with a satanic cult. The book delves into themes of paranoia, possession,

and the loss of control over one’s destiny. It has been influential in popular culture’s portrayal of the

devil and the occult.

8. Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett

A comedic take on the apocalypse, this novel follows an angel and a demon who team up to prevent

the end of the world. The story humorously explores the nature of good and evil, destiny, and free will.

It offers a lighthearted yet thoughtful commentary on traditional devil lore.

9. The Devil’s Advocate by Andrew Neiderman

This legal thriller centers on a young attorney who discovers that his charismatic boss is the devil in

disguise. The novel examines themes of temptation, ambition, and the moral compromises people

make in pursuit of success. It blends supernatural elements with a critique of power and corruption in

the legal world.
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