
the death of common sense

the death of common sense is a phrase that has gained increasing attention in recent years, reflecting
concerns about the apparent decline in practical judgment and rational decision-making in society. This
phenomenon touches on various aspects of daily life, including education, workplace behavior, legal
systems, and social interactions. The death of common sense is often linked to overreliance on rules,
regulations, technology, and bureaucratic processes that can stifle intuitive thinking and practical wisdom.
Understanding the causes and consequences of this decline is essential for addressing the challenges it
presents in contemporary culture. This article explores the underlying factors contributing to the erosion of
common sense, its impact on different sectors, and potential strategies to revive practical reasoning and
balanced judgment in modern life.
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Understanding the Death of Common Sense

The death of common sense refers to a perceived loss of practical judgment and sound reasoning that guides
everyday decisions and interactions. Common sense traditionally involves the ability to make sensible
choices based on experience, practical knowledge, and an intuitive grasp of situations. However, in recent
decades, this natural wisdom seems to have diminished, often replaced by rigid adherence to rules,
overcomplication, or a disconnect from practical realities. This decline is not necessarily about intelligence
or knowledge but rather a deterioration in applying simple, logical thinking to real-world problems.

Defining Common Sense and Its Role

Common sense can be defined as the basic ability to perceive, understand, and judge things that are shared
by nearly all people without the need for specialized knowledge. It plays a crucial role in daily life,



enabling individuals to navigate social norms, safety considerations, and problem-solving efficiently. When
common sense is alive and well, societies function smoothly with people making decisions that are
reasonable and effective. The death of common sense signifies a breakdown in this natural decision-making
process.

Distinguishing Common Sense from Formal Knowledge

While formal education and specialized knowledge are important, they are distinct from common sense.
Formal knowledge often relies on theoretical frameworks and abstract reasoning, whereas common sense is
grounded in practical experience and everyday logic. The death of common sense can occur even among
highly educated individuals if practical judgment is disregarded in favor of rigid protocols or excessive
reliance on technicalities.

Causes Behind the Decline

Several factors contribute to the death of common sense in contemporary society. These causes are
multifaceted and interrelated, often involving cultural, technological, and institutional influences that
undermine practical reasoning.

Overregulation and Bureaucracy

One key factor is the proliferation of regulations and bureaucratic procedures that prioritize compliance
over practical judgment. Excessive rules can limit individual discretion and discourage people from using
common sense, as they rely instead on following prescribed protocols, even when those protocols may be
inefficient or counterproductive.

Technological Dependence

The rise of technology has brought convenience but also an overdependence on automated systems and
algorithms. This reliance can diminish the need for critical thinking and common sense, as individuals
increasingly trust machines to make decisions without fully understanding the context or potential
consequences.



Educational System Limitations

Modern education tends to emphasize rote learning and standardized testing rather than fostering critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. This approach may hinder the development of common sense by
focusing more on memorization and less on practical application and real-world reasoning.

Cultural Shifts and Social Dynamics

Changing social norms and cultural dynamics also play a role. The death of common sense can be linked to
an increased polarization and a tendency to prioritize ideology or emotional responses over rational
discourse. Additionally, social media platforms often amplify misinformation and discourage nuanced
thinking, further eroding common sense.

Impact on Society and Institutions

The death of common sense has profound implications for various facets of society, affecting how
institutions operate and how individuals interact within communities and workplaces.

Effects on Workplace Efficiency and Decision-Making

In the workplace, the absence of common sense can lead to inefficient processes, poor decision-making, and
reduced innovation. When employees and management rigidly adhere to procedures without practical
judgment, it slows down problem resolution and undermines flexibility.

Legal and Judicial Consequences

The legal system is not immune to the death of common sense. Overly complex laws and rigid
interpretations can result in unjust outcomes or impractical rulings that fail to consider common-sense
perspectives. This reliance on technicalities rather than practical fairness can erode public trust in legal
institutions.



Social and Community Impact

On a social level, the decline in common sense can contribute to misunderstandings, conflicts, and a general
decline in civility. Without the ability to apply reasonable judgment in interpersonal situations, community
cohesion and mutual respect may deteriorate.

Examples Illustrating the Phenomenon

Several real-world examples highlight the death of common sense, illustrating how its absence manifests in
everyday life and larger societal contexts.

Overcomplicated Safety Regulations

Instances where minor safety concerns lead to disproportionate regulations exemplify the death of common
sense. For example, banning simple activities or imposing excessive restrictions in public spaces often
reflects an overcautious approach that ignores practical realities.

Technological Failures Due to Lack of Practical Judgment

Overreliance on technology without common sense checks can lead to failures. Automated systems in
customer service or transportation sometimes malfunction or produce illogical results when human
intuition and intervention are absent.

Educational Policies Ignoring Practical Needs

Educational reforms that emphasize standardized testing over experiential learning can be seen as
neglecting common sense. Such policies may increase academic pressure without equipping students with
the practical skills needed for real-world challenges.

Strategies to Restore Common Sense

Addressing the death of common sense requires intentional efforts across multiple domains, aiming to



revive practical reasoning and balanced judgment.

Promoting Critical Thinking and Practical Education

Educational systems can play a pivotal role by incorporating curricula that emphasize critical thinking,
problem-solving, and experiential learning. Encouraging students to apply knowledge in real-world
contexts helps nurture common sense.

Encouraging Flexibility in Rules and Policies

Organizations and governments should strive for balance between necessary regulations and flexibility that
allows for practical judgment. Simplifying overly complex rules and empowering individuals to make
decisions based on context can reduce bureaucratic rigidity.

Fostering a Culture of Rational Discourse

Promoting open, respectful dialogue and valuing evidence-based reasoning can counteract polarized
thinking and misinformation. Cultivating environments where common sense is appreciated and applied
strengthens social cohesion.

Leveraging Technology Responsibly

While technology offers many benefits, it should complement rather than replace human judgment.
Encouraging users and developers to integrate common sense checks and maintain human oversight can
prevent errors and improve outcomes.

List of Practical Actions to Revive Common Sense

Incorporate real-life problem-solving exercises in education

Review and streamline regulations to reduce unnecessary complexity

Promote workplace cultures that value discretion and initiative



Encourage media literacy to combat misinformation

Maintain human oversight in automated decision-making processes

Support community programs that foster interpersonal understanding and cooperation

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'the death of common sense' mean?
The phrase 'the death of common sense' refers to situations where practical judgment and straightforward
reasoning are overlooked or disregarded in favor of overly complicated rules, bureaucracy, or irrational
decisions.

Why do people believe common sense is declining in society?
Many believe common sense is declining due to increased reliance on technology, rigid regulations, fear of
liability, and a culture that sometimes values political correctness or complexity over straightforward,
practical thinking.

How does bureaucracy contribute to the death of common sense?
Bureaucracy often enforces strict rules and procedures that leave little room for individual judgment or
flexibility, which can result in decisions that ignore practical realities and common sense solutions.

Can the death of common sense impact workplaces? If so, how?
Yes, it can lead to inefficiencies, frustration among employees, and poor decision-making when policies or
procedures ignore practical considerations or when employees are discouraged from using their judgment.

What are some examples illustrating the death of common sense?
Examples include prohibiting common activities for trivial safety concerns, excessive paperwork for simple
tasks, or rules that prevent people from helping others due to liability fears.

How can individuals and organizations revive common sense in decision-
making?
They can encourage critical thinking, prioritize practical outcomes, reduce unnecessary rules, promote
open communication, and empower people to use their judgment rather than blindly following procedures.



Additional Resources
1. The Death of Common Sense: How Law Is Suffocating America
This book by Philip K. Howard explores how an overabundance of laws and regulations has led to a decline
in practical judgment and common sense in American society. Howard argues that rigid bureaucratic
systems often ignore context and human discretion, resulting in inefficiency and frustration. The book calls
for a return to sensible, flexible decision-making that respects individual judgment.

2. Common Sense: The Decline and Fall of Modern Reason
In this thought-provoking work, the author examines the cultural and educational shifts that have
contributed to a diminishing appreciation for common sense. The book delves into how modern
complexities and overreliance on technology have eroded basic reasoning skills. It encourages readers to
cultivate critical thinking and grounded judgment in everyday life.

3. When Common Sense Dies: Navigating a World Gone Mad
This title addresses the growing perception that society is losing touch with practical, straightforward
thinking. The author uses real-world examples to illustrate how irrational policies and social trends
undermine common sense. The book offers strategies for individuals to maintain clarity and reason amidst
chaos.

4. The Vanishing Art of Common Sense
Focusing on the workplace and education systems, this book discusses how the erosion of common sense
impacts productivity and decision-making. It highlights the consequences of relying too heavily on
procedures and ignoring intuitive judgment. The author advocates for fostering environments where
common sense can thrive alongside formal knowledge.

5. Common Sense Lost: Understanding the Modern Mindset
This book explores psychological and societal factors that contribute to the decline of everyday reasoning. It
discusses how information overload, social media, and polarized thinking affect our ability to apply common
sense. The author offers insights into reclaiming balanced judgment through mindfulness and critical
reflection.

6. In Defense of Common Sense: Reclaiming Rationality in an Irrational Age
A passionate plea for the revival of common sense, this book critiques contemporary trends that favor
ideology over practicality. The author examines political, educational, and cultural arenas where common
sense has been sidelined. Through case studies, the book illustrates how restoring rational thought can
improve decision-making and social cohesion.

7. Common Sense in Crisis: The Cultural Shifts Undermining Practical Wisdom
This book analyzes historical and cultural developments that have contributed to the perceived crisis of
common sense. It looks at how modern values and communication styles challenge traditional reasoning.
The author proposes ways to bridge the gap between complex knowledge and simple, effective judgment.



8. The Common Sense Deficit: Why Practical Thinking Is Disappearing
Focusing on the educational system and media influence, this book investigates why practical thinking
skills are declining. It presents research on how curriculum changes and media consumption patterns affect
cognition. The author suggests reforms aimed at reintegrating common sense into learning and public
discourse.

9. Reviving Common Sense: Strategies for a Smarter Society
Offering a hopeful perspective, this book outlines practical steps to restore common sense at individual and
societal levels. It emphasizes education, community engagement, and policy reforms to encourage
grounded, rational decision-making. The book serves as a guide for those seeking to combat the spread of
irrationality and confusion.
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