
the cry of the peacock play
the cry of the peacock play is a significant work in contemporary Indian drama that
explores complex social and psychological themes. Written by Swadesh Deepak, this play
offers a compelling narrative centered around human relationships, societal constraints,
and the consequences of betrayal. The cry of the peacock play has garnered attention for
its bold treatment of taboo subjects and its vivid characterizations. This article delves into
the background, themes, characters, and literary elements of the play, providing a
comprehensive understanding for students, scholars, and theater enthusiasts.
Additionally, it examines the play’s impact on Indian theatre and its relevance in modern
contexts. The following sections will guide readers through a detailed exploration of the
cry of the peacock play’s essential facets.
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Background and Author
The cry of the peacock play was written by Swadesh Deepak, a distinguished Indian
playwright and short story writer known for his provocative and socially relevant works.
Deepak’s writing often highlights issues such as caste discrimination, human psychology,
and the struggles of marginalized individuals. Born in the mid-20th century, Deepak
emerged as a prominent voice in Hindi literature and theatre, contributing significantly to
modern Indian drama. The cry of the peacock play reflects Deepak’s characteristic style
that blends realism with intense emotional and social conflicts. Understanding the
author’s background is crucial to appreciating the depth and context of this play.

Swadesh Deepak’s Contribution to Indian Theatre
Swadesh Deepak is celebrated for his fearless exploration of controversial topics within
Indian society. His plays often challenge traditional norms and provoke critical thought
among audiences. The cry of the peacock play stands out as one of his most influential
works, highlighting the darker aspects of social hierarchy and human nature. Deepak’s



contribution extends beyond literature as his plays have been performed widely across
India, influencing both theater practitioners and literary critics.

Plot Summary
The cry of the peacock play revolves around the tragic story of a young man named Bakka,
who belongs to a lower caste and faces discrimination and humiliation. The narrative
unfolds as Bakka struggles with his identity, social status, and personal desires. The story
intensifies when Bakka’s relationship with a woman from a higher caste leads to
devastating consequences. The play’s plot is a powerful portrayal of the intersection
between individual aspirations and rigid societal structures.

Key Events in the Play

Bakka’s introduction and his experiences of caste-based prejudice.

The development of Bakka’s relationship with the upper-caste woman.

The societal backlash and conflict arising from their relationship.

Bakka’s internal conflict and psychological turmoil.

The climax involving betrayal and its tragic aftermath.

Themes and Motifs
The cry of the peacock play encompasses several profound themes that resonate with the
social realities of India. At its core, the play addresses caste oppression and the struggles
of marginalized communities. It also explores the human psyche, focusing on themes of
betrayal, desire, and revenge. The motifs of silence, the peacock’s cry, and social stigma
recur throughout the play, adding layers of symbolism and emotional depth.

Caste and Social Discrimination
Caste plays a pivotal role in shaping the experiences and conflicts in the play. Bakka’s
lower-caste identity subjects him to systemic oppression, which affects his relationships
and self-worth. The play critiques the rigid caste hierarchy and exposes its damaging
effects on individuals and society.



Betrayal and Revenge
Betrayal is a central theme in the cry of the peacock play, driving the plot and character
motivations. The emotional pain caused by betrayal leads to revenge, which underscores
the tragic dimension of the narrative. This theme is intricately tied to the psychological
exploration of the characters.

Symbolism of the Peacock’s Cry
The peacock’s cry serves as a powerful symbol throughout the play, representing a call for
justice, anguish, and the yearning for freedom from societal constraints. It reflects the
protagonist’s inner turmoil and the broader cries of the oppressed.

Character Analysis
The characters in the cry of the peacock play are complex and vividly drawn, each
embodying different aspects of the social and psychological themes. Bakka, the
protagonist, is portrayed with depth and nuance, reflecting both vulnerability and
defiance. Supporting characters represent various societal attitudes, adding to the play’s
dramatic tension.

Bakka
Bakka is the central figure whose journey drives the narrative. His character encapsulates
the pain of social exclusion and the struggle for dignity. His psychological conflict and
eventual response to betrayal form the emotional core of the play.

The Upper-Caste Woman
The woman from a higher caste symbolizes both hope and social taboo. Her relationship
with Bakka challenges societal norms, making her a catalyst for the unfolding tragedy.
Her portrayal highlights the complexities of love and social boundaries.

Other Characters

Family members who embody traditional values and caste prejudices.

Community figures who represent societal judgment and enforcement of norms.

Friends and acquaintances who provide contrast and perspective to Bakka’s
experiences.



Literary Devices and Style
Swadesh Deepak employs a range of literary devices in the cry of the peacock play to
enhance its emotional and thematic impact. His use of symbolism, imagery, and realistic
dialogue contributes to the play’s immersive quality. The narrative style combines poetic
elements with stark realism, creating a powerful dramatic effect.

Use of Symbolism
Symbolism is central to the play’s meaning. The peacock’s cry itself is a recurring motif
that symbolizes the protagonist’s pain and societal cries for justice. Other symbols include
silence, which represents repression, and various natural elements that reflect emotional
states.

Dialogue and Language
The language of the play is direct and impactful, reflecting the social realities and
emotional intensity of the characters. The dialogues are crafted to reveal psychological
depth and highlight social tensions, making the play both engaging and thought-
provoking.

Impact and Reception
The cry of the peacock play has been recognized as a landmark work in Indian theatre. Its
bold exploration of caste and human emotions challenged audiences and sparked
important conversations about social justice. The play has been staged extensively and
studied in academic circles for its artistic and cultural significance.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the play for its unflinching portrayal of difficult themes and its strong
character development. Swadesh Deepak’s writing style and thematic choices have been
lauded for their originality and courage.

Influence on Indian Theatre
The play’s success has inspired other playwrights to address social issues with similar
frankness and depth. It contributed to a wave of socially conscious theatre in India,
encouraging more inclusive and critical storytelling.



Educational Importance
The cry of the peacock play is often included in literature and theatre curricula, serving as
a valuable resource for understanding Indian society and dramatic arts. It continues to be
relevant for new generations of students and theatre practitioners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Cry of the Peacock'
play?
The central theme of 'The Cry of the Peacock' revolves around the emotional turmoil and
societal constraints faced by the protagonist, exploring themes of love, betrayal, and
identity.

Who is the author of 'The Cry of the Peacock' play?
'The Cry of the Peacock' is written by Indian playwright Anita Desai, known for her
evocative storytelling and exploration of human emotions.

What is the significance of the peacock in the play?
The peacock symbolizes beauty, pride, and sometimes loneliness or yearning, reflecting
the inner state of the characters, particularly the protagonist's emotions and desires.

How does 'The Cry of the Peacock' address cultural and
societal issues?
The play critiques traditional societal norms and the role of women in society, highlighting
the conflict between individual desires and societal expectations.

What kind of characters are depicted in 'The Cry of the
Peacock'?
The play features complex characters, including the protagonist who struggles with
personal and social challenges, as well as secondary characters that represent varying
societal perspectives.

Has 'The Cry of the Peacock' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, 'The Cry of the Peacock' has been adapted into stage productions and has inspired
discussions in literary circles, though it remains primarily known as a significant theatrical
work.



What is the narrative style of 'The Cry of the Peacock'?
The play employs a poetic and symbolic narrative style, using vivid imagery and metaphor
to convey the emotional depth and psychological states of its characters.

Additional Resources
1. The Cry of the Peacock: Exploring Gender and Identity
This book delves into the themes of gender roles and identity as portrayed in the play "The
Cry of the Peacock." It offers an in-depth analysis of the protagonist's struggles against
societal expectations and cultural norms. Readers gain insight into how the play
challenges traditional views and promotes a dialogue on feminism and individuality.

2. Voices from the Peacock’s Cry: Postcolonial Perspectives
Focusing on postcolonial theory, this book situates "The Cry of the Peacock" within the
broader context of colonial legacy and cultural conflict. It explores how the play reflects
the tensions between tradition and modernity in postcolonial societies. The author also
discusses the symbolism of the peacock as a metaphor for resistance and identity.

3. Gender and Power in Contemporary Drama
This work examines various contemporary plays, including "The Cry of the Peacock,"
highlighting how they address issues of gender and power dynamics. It provides
comparative studies that reveal the complexities of female empowerment and patriarchal
oppression. The book is a valuable resource for understanding the social commentary
embedded in modern theatrical works.

4. South Asian Theatre and Social Change
This book explores the role of theatre in South Asia as a catalyst for social change, with a
special focus on plays like "The Cry of the Peacock." It discusses how playwrights use
drama to challenge societal norms and advocate for women's rights and social justice. The
text offers historical context and critical interpretations of influential South Asian plays.

5. The Symbolism of Birds in Literature and Drama
Examining the use of bird imagery, this book provides a scholarly look at the symbolism
behind the peacock in "The Cry of the Peacock" and other literary works. It discusses how
birds often represent freedom, beauty, and transformation, linking these motifs to the
characters' journeys. This analysis enhances the understanding of metaphorical language
in drama.

6. Feminist Readings of Modern Plays
This collection of essays includes a detailed feminist critique of "The Cry of the Peacock,"
exploring how the play portrays women's struggles and resilience. The contributors
analyze character development, narrative structure, and thematic elements from a
feminist perspective. The book is essential for readers interested in gender studies and
contemporary theatre.

7. Theatre and Cultural Identity in Postcolonial India
Focusing on Indian theatre, this book discusses how plays like "The Cry of the Peacock"
reflect and shape cultural identity in a postcolonial context. It examines the interplay of
tradition, modernity, and social issues through dramatic expression. The work highlights



the significance of theatre as a medium for cultural dialogue and transformation.

8. Drama as Social Commentary: Case Studies from Asia
This book presents case studies of Asian plays that serve as social commentaries,
including "The Cry of the Peacock." It investigates how playwrights address topics such as
gender inequality, social injustice, and cultural conflict. The analysis reveals the power of
drama to provoke thought and inspire change within communities.

9. Emotion and Conflict in Modern Drama
Exploring emotional depth and interpersonal conflict in modern plays, this book includes a
thorough examination of "The Cry of the Peacock." It discusses how the play portrays
internal and external struggles faced by the characters, emphasizing emotional realism
and psychological complexity. This book is useful for understanding character motivations
and dramatic tension in contemporary theatre.
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