
the creed marva collins

The Creed of Marva Collins: A Legacy of Educational
Revolution

The creed Marva Collins represents more than just a teaching philosophy; it embodies a profound
belief in the inherent potential of every child. Marva Collins, an educational icon, challenged the
prevailing notions of intelligence and academic limitations, championing a method that unlocked the
brilliance within disadvantaged students. This article delves deep into the core tenets of the Marva
Collins creed, exploring its origins, its revolutionary impact on inner-city education, and the
enduring principles that continue to inspire educators worldwide. We will examine the key elements
of her approach, from fostering a love of learning to the unwavering conviction that all students can
achieve excellence. Understanding the creed of Marva Collins offers a powerful blueprint for
educational reform and a testament to the transformative power of dedicated teaching.
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Marva Collins: A Visionary Educator

Marva Collins was not merely a teacher; she was a force of nature dedicated to dismantling the
barriers that prevented underprivileged children from receiving a quality education. Born in the
South, she witnessed firsthand the systemic inequalities that plagued the educational system. Her
early experiences fueled a determination to create an environment where every child, regardless of
their background or perceived abilities, could thrive academically. She believed that low
expectations were the greatest impediment to student success and set out to prove that with the
right approach, even the most challenging students could achieve remarkable feats. Her journey
from a public school teacher to the founder of the prestigious Westside Preparatory School in
Chicago is a testament to her unwavering spirit and profound commitment to educational equity.



Early Life and Influences
Marva Collins' formative years were deeply shaped by her experiences and observations. Growing up
in a segregated South, she encountered firsthand the limitations imposed by racial and
socioeconomic disparities. These early encounters instilled in her a deep-seated sense of justice and
a fervent belief that education was the key to liberation. Her own pursuit of knowledge and her
innate ability to connect with children laid the groundwork for the groundbreaking educational
philosophy she would later develop. The challenges she faced early on only served to strengthen her
resolve to create a different kind of learning environment.

The Genesis of Westside Preparatory School
Frustrated by the shortcomings of the traditional public school system, Marva Collins made the
audacious decision to open her own school. Westside Preparatory School, founded in 1975 in a
poverty-stricken area of Chicago, became the living embodiment of her educational creed. She
rented a small storefront, gathered a handful of dedicated teachers, and began to implement her
radical vision. The school was not just a place of instruction; it was a sanctuary of hope and a beacon
of academic possibility for children who had been written off by the mainstream system. Her
unwavering dedication transformed this humble beginning into a renowned institution.

The Foundational Principles of the Marva Collins Creed

At the heart of Marva Collins' success lies a set of deeply ingrained principles that guided her
teaching and the ethos of Westside Preparatory School. These principles are not simply pedagogical
techniques; they are a profound belief system about the nature of learning and the potential of
human beings. Her creed emphasizes the power of positive reinforcement, the importance of
rigorous academic standards, and the fundamental right of every child to receive an excellent
education. These foundational beliefs formed the bedrock upon which her transformative
educational model was built, challenging conventional wisdom and setting a new standard for what
was possible in education.

Unwavering Belief in Student Potential
Perhaps the most potent element of the Marva Collins creed is her absolute and unwavering faith in
the innate potential of every student. She famously rejected the notion that certain children were
inherently incapable of learning or achieving academic excellence. Instead, she believed that
perceived limitations were often the result of environmental factors, poor instruction, and low
expectations. Her approach was rooted in the conviction that with the right encouragement,
resources, and a challenging curriculum, any child could unlock their intellectual capabilities. This
belief served as the driving force behind her efforts to uplift and empower her students.

The Importance of High Expectations
Marva Collins understood that expectations serve as powerful self-fulfilling prophecies. She
consistently set exceptionally high academic standards for her students, refusing to lower them



based on their socioeconomic background or past academic performance. This deliberate act of
raising expectations sent a clear message to her students: they were capable of greatness. By
demanding more, she inspired them to achieve more, fostering a culture of academic rigor and a
deep-seated belief in their own abilities. This commitment to excellence was a hallmark of her
educational philosophy.

Fostering a Love of Learning
Beyond academic achievement, the Marva Collins creed placed immense value on cultivating a
genuine love for learning. She believed that education should be an exciting and engaging
experience, not a chore. Her classrooms were vibrant spaces where curiosity was nurtured, and
intellectual exploration was celebrated. By making learning enjoyable and relevant, she empowered
her students to become lifelong learners, instilling in them a passion for knowledge that extended
far beyond the confines of the classroom. This focus on intrinsic motivation was crucial to her
success.

Key Methodologies in the Marva Collins Approach

The Marva Collins creed was not just about ideals; it was about practical, effective methodologies
that produced remarkable results. Her teaching strategies were innovative and often defied
conventional educational practices. She emphasized direct instruction, thorough practice, and the
consistent reinforcement of fundamental skills. The success of Westside Preparatory School was a
direct consequence of the careful and deliberate application of these pedagogical techniques, which
were designed to build confidence and mastery in every student. These methods ensured that
students not only learned but truly understood and retained the material.

Rigorous and Comprehensive Curriculum
A cornerstone of the Marva Collins approach was the implementation of a demanding and
comprehensive curriculum. She believed that students needed to be exposed to a broad range of
subjects and challenged with material that pushed their intellectual boundaries. Her curriculum was
not watered down; it was designed to provide a strong foundation in reading, writing, mathematics,
and critical thinking. This rigorous academic program ensured that her students were well-prepared
for future educational endeavors and equipped with the skills necessary to succeed in a competitive
world. The depth and breadth of the curriculum were crucial to her students' development.

Emphasis on Foundational Skills
Marva Collins meticulously focused on mastering fundamental skills. She understood that a strong
grasp of basic literacy and numeracy was essential for any advanced learning. Her students spent
significant time practicing reading, comprehension, and arithmetic until they achieved proficiency.
This emphasis on foundational mastery allowed them to tackle more complex subjects with
confidence. She believed that true learning began with a solid understanding of the building blocks,
and her methodology reflected this conviction. The repetition and reinforcement of these skills were
critical.



Individualized Attention and Support
Despite the large number of students and the demanding curriculum, Marva Collins and her
teachers provided a remarkable level of individualized attention. They took the time to understand
each student's unique learning style, strengths, and weaknesses. This personalized approach
allowed them to tailor their instruction and provide targeted support, ensuring that no child was left
behind. The teachers acted as mentors and guides, fostering a supportive learning environment
where students felt seen and valued. This personalized care was a distinguishing feature of her
school.

The Power of Positive Reinforcement and Discipline
The Marva Collins creed incorporated a unique blend of firm discipline and abundant positive
reinforcement. While she held students accountable for their behavior and academic performance,
she also celebrated their successes and efforts. This balance created an environment of mutual
respect and encouragement, where students were motivated to perform their best. The positive
affirmation instilled confidence, while clear boundaries ensured a focused learning atmosphere. This
duality was essential to fostering both discipline and a love for learning.

Impact and Legacy of the Marva Collins Educational
Model

The impact of Marva Collins and her educational model is profound and far-reaching. Westside
Preparatory School became a beacon of hope and a testament to the power of her innovative
approach, graduating students who went on to achieve great success. Her methods challenged the
prevailing educational paradigms and demonstrated that socioeconomic status and race were not
insurmountable barriers to academic achievement. The legacy of Marva Collins continues to inspire
educators to re-evaluate their own expectations and to believe in the limitless potential of every
student. Her work has left an indelible mark on the field of education, influencing countless schools
and teachers.

Transforming Lives of Disadvantaged Students
The most significant impact of Marva Collins' creed was the transformative effect it had on the lives
of her students. Many of them came from backgrounds marked by poverty, violence, and limited
opportunities. However, through her dedicated teaching and unwavering belief in them, these
students achieved academic excellence, graduated from high school and college, and went on to lead
successful and fulfilling lives. Westside Preparatory School became a symbol of what was possible
when educational barriers were dismantled and potential was nurtured. The success stories of her
alumni are a powerful testament to her vision.

Challenging Educational Norms
Marva Collins' approach was a direct challenge to the prevailing educational norms of her time. She



questioned the efficacy of remedial programs and the acceptance of low academic standards for
disadvantaged students. Her success with Westside Preparatory School provided irrefutable
evidence that a different, more effective model of education was possible. She forced the educational
establishment to confront its own biases and to consider new, more optimistic ways of approaching
teaching and learning. Her work instigated critical conversations about educational equity and
access.

Inspiration for Educators Worldwide
The story and methodologies of Marva Collins have inspired countless educators around the globe.
Her unwavering commitment to her students, her belief in their potential, and her practical,
effective teaching strategies serve as a powerful model. Teachers and school leaders continue to
look to her creed for guidance and motivation, seeking to replicate her success in their own
communities. The principles of high expectations, rigorous instruction, and a deep belief in student
capabilities remain relevant and transformative in today's educational landscape. Her legacy is one
of ongoing influence and inspiration.

Applying the Marva Collins Creed in Modern Education

While the world of education has evolved, the core tenets of the Marva Collins creed remain
remarkably relevant and applicable today. Educators can draw inspiration from her unwavering
belief in student potential, her commitment to high expectations, and her emphasis on foundational
skills. By adapting her methodologies to contemporary contexts, modern schools can strive to create
more equitable and effective learning environments. The principles of Marva Collins offer a powerful
framework for addressing the persistent challenges in education and for ensuring that all students
have the opportunity to reach their full academic potential. Her philosophy provides a timeless guide
for effective teaching.

Revisiting High Expectations in Today's Classrooms
A crucial aspect of applying the Marva Collins creed today is the deliberate act of reinstating high
expectations for all students. Educators must consciously combat the tendency to lower standards
based on perceived student demographics or past performance. Instead, they should cultivate a
classroom culture that communicates a belief in every student's capacity to learn and achieve. This
involves setting challenging yet attainable goals, providing the necessary support, and celebrating
progress, no matter how incremental. Re-embracing this principle can unlock significant student
growth.

Incorporating Rigorous, Foundational Instruction
Modern education can benefit greatly from a renewed focus on rigorous, foundational instruction,
mirroring Marva Collins' emphasis on essential skills. This means ensuring that students develop
strong literacy, numeracy, and critical thinking abilities. Curriculum development should prioritize
depth over breadth, ensuring mastery of core concepts before moving on to more complex material.
Teachers can utilize direct instruction, ample practice, and consistent assessment to build a solid



academic foundation for all learners. This approach builds confidence and competence.

Nurturing a Culture of Belief and Support
The essence of the Marva Collins creed lies in its deeply humanistic approach. Today's educators can
cultivate a similar culture by fostering strong teacher-student relationships built on trust and mutual
respect. Providing individualized attention, offering constructive feedback, and celebrating effort
and achievement are vital. Creating a supportive environment where students feel safe to take risks,
ask questions, and learn from mistakes is paramount. This nurturing atmosphere, combined with
academic rigor, is essential for student success and well-being. Such an environment empowers
learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core philosophy behind Marva Collins' educational
approach?
Marva Collins' educational philosophy, as embodied by the Westside Preparatory School, centered
on the belief that all children, regardless of background or perceived ability, can achieve academic
excellence with the right motivation, high expectations, and individualized attention. She
emphasized critical thinking, reading comprehension, and a rigorous curriculum, often challenging
the prevailing notion that certain students were incapable of learning.

What was the most significant challenge Marva Collins faced
in establishing and running Westside Preparatory School?
One of the most significant challenges Marva Collins faced was securing adequate funding and
resources for her innovative school, especially given its location in a disadvantaged inner-city
neighborhood and its non-traditional approach. She often relied on her own resources, donations,
and relentless advocacy to keep the school operating.

How did Marva Collins' methods contrast with traditional
educational systems of her time?
Marva Collins' methods starkly contrasted with the often passive and low-expectation approaches
prevalent in many public schools. She rejected remedial education in favor of accelerated learning,
believing that students would rise to meet challenging expectations. Her teaching was highly
interactive, demanding, and focused on building a strong foundation in core subjects, particularly
reading.

What legacy did Marva Collins leave on the field of education?
Marva Collins' legacy is one of demonstrating the transformative power of believing in every child's
potential. She inspired countless educators to raise their expectations and to find innovative ways to
reach struggling students. Her success at Westside Preparatory School served as a powerful



counter-narrative to the limitations often imposed by socioeconomic factors and systemic
educational shortcomings.

Were Marva Collins' educational methods controversial?
Yes, Marva Collins' methods were often controversial. Critics sometimes questioned her lack of
traditional credentials, her demanding teaching style, and her rejection of standardized testing as
the primary measure of success. However, her students' demonstrable academic achievements often
silenced these criticisms and highlighted the effectiveness of her approach.

What impact did the film 'The Marva Collins Story' have on
her work and public perception?
The 1981 made-for-television film 'The Marva Collins Story,' starring Cicely Tyson, brought Marva
Collins' work and her school to national prominence. The film significantly boosted public awareness
of her educational philosophy and its success, leading to increased support and admiration for her
efforts, though it also amplified the discussions and debates surrounding her unconventional
methods.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Marva Collins, presented in a numbered list with short descriptions:

1. Marva Collins' Way: Fourteen Steps to Effective Teaching
This foundational book outlines Marva Collins' direct and inspiring approach to education. It details
her philosophy that every child is capable of learning and her practical methods for unlocking that
potential. The book emphasizes discipline, high expectations, and a curriculum designed to build
foundational skills, offering a blueprint for educators seeking to replicate her success.

2. The Story of Marva Collins
This title likely refers to a biographical work detailing the life and career of Marva Collins. It would
cover her journey from a young girl in the South to becoming a renowned educator and founder of
her own school. Readers would gain insight into the challenges she overcame and the unwavering
dedication that fueled her educational mission.

3. West Side Transformation: The Marva Collins Method
This book would focus on the impact of Marva Collins' teaching on a specific community, likely the
West Side of Chicago where her famous school was located. It would explore how her rigorous
approach to academics and character development transformed the lives of students and the
surrounding neighborhood. The narrative would highlight the power of dedicated educators to effect
significant social change.

4. Children of Promise: Marva Collins and the Future of Education
This title suggests a forward-looking perspective on Marva Collins' legacy and its relevance to
contemporary education. It would likely explore how her principles of hard work, accountability, and
belief in every child can address current educational disparities. The book would advocate for the
adoption of her methods to foster academic excellence and empower future generations.

5. The Marva Collins School: A Beacon of Hope



This book would offer an in-depth look at the actual school founded by Marva Collins. It would
describe the unique learning environment she created, characterized by small class sizes, dedicated
teachers, and an intensive curriculum. The focus would be on the tangible results achieved by
students who might have been deemed "unteachable" elsewhere, showcasing the school as a model
of success.

6. Unlocking Potential: The Marva Collins Curriculum
This title would delve into the specifics of the educational materials and teaching strategies
employed by Marva Collins. It would likely highlight her emphasis on phonics, reading
comprehension, mathematics, and moral education. The book would serve as a practical guide,
revealing the core components of her highly effective, results-driven curriculum.

7. Inspiring Educators: Lessons from Marva Collins
This book would focus on the impact Marva Collins has had on the teaching profession itself. It
would feature testimonials and case studies of educators who have been influenced by her
philosophy and methods. The book would aim to inspire current and aspiring teachers, providing
them with practical advice and the motivation to pursue excellence in their own classrooms.

8. A Legacy of Learning: The Enduring Influence of Marva Collins
This title suggests a retrospective analysis of Marva Collins' lasting impact on education. It would
examine how her ideas and achievements continue to resonate and inform educational practices
decades later. The book would explore her contributions to the discourse on educational reform and
the ongoing relevance of her belief in the innate capacity of all children to learn.

9. Marva Collins: A Life Dedicated to Empowering Youth
This book would be a comprehensive biography that emphasizes the personal journey and
unwavering commitment of Marva Collins. It would likely explore her motivations, her resilience in
the face of adversity, and her profound love for children. The narrative would underscore her
dedication to empowering young people through education, portraying her as a transformative
figure.
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