
the common man by rk laxman
the common man by rk laxman has etched an indelible mark on Indian popular culture,
a testament to the enduring power of satire and keen observation. Through his iconic
character, RK Laxman, a master cartoonist, brought to life the daily struggles, aspirations,
and often absurd realities faced by ordinary citizens. This article delves deep into the
genesis of this beloved figure, his evolution over decades, the socio-political commentary
embedded within his existence, and his lasting legacy. We will explore the essence of the
common man, his unwavering spirit, and how Laxman's genius transformed a simple sketch
into a powerful symbol of India.

The Genesis and Evolution of RK Laxman's
Common Man

Understanding the Archetype: Who is RK
Laxman's Common Man?
RK Laxman's Common Man is not a single, static individual but a ubiquitous presence, a
reflection of the millions who populate India. He is characterized by his innocent
bewilderment, his quiet resilience, and his perennial optimism in the face of often
overwhelming odds. Dressed in a simple dhoti and kurta, with a bald head and a
perpetually quizzical expression, he embodies the average Indian, unburdened by power or
privilege, yet deeply affected by the decisions made by those in authority. His world is the
marketplace, the crowded bus, the bureaucratic office – the very fabric of everyday Indian
life. Laxman meticulously crafted this character to be relatable, ensuring that readers saw
themselves and their neighbours in his predicaments.

The Birth of a Phenomenon: From Sketch to
Symbol
The Common Man first appeared in RK Laxman's cartoons in the late 1950s, primarily in
The Times of India. Initially, he was a silent observer, a visual punctuation mark in the
complex narratives of Indian society and politics. However, his expressive silence and his
uncanny ability to be present at the epicentre of every issue quickly endeared him to the
masses. Laxman himself often spoke about how the character was born out of his
observations of people around him, their reactions to the changing times, and the general
air of confusion and amusement that often accompanied major events. The simplicity of his
design belied the depth of his significance, allowing him to transcend specific contexts and
become a universal figure of Indian identity.



A Mirror to Society: The Socio-Political
Commentary of the Common Man
The genius of RK Laxman's Common Man lies in his ability to act as a potent vehicle for
socio-political commentary. Without uttering a single word, the Common Man, through his
reactions – a raised eyebrow, a shrug, a look of sheer disbelief – articulated the frustrations,
hopes, and ironies of Indian life. His cartoons tackled a vast spectrum of issues, from
corruption and bureaucracy to economic policies and social inequalities. He was the silent
witness to political dramas, the bewildered recipient of government schemes, and the
everyday victim of systemic inefficiencies. Laxman masterfully used the Common Man to
highlight the disconnect between the powerful and the populace, offering a gentle yet
incisive critique of governance and societal norms. The character provided a much-needed
outlet for the collective voice of the unspoken, allowing readers to feel understood and
acknowledged.

Key Themes and Recurring Situations in the
Common Man Cartoons
RK Laxman's cartoons featuring the Common Man consistently explored several recurring
themes. These were not just isolated incidents but represented the ongoing realities of
Indian existence. Some of the most prominent themes include:

The labyrinthine nature of Indian bureaucracy, with the Common Man perpetually
navigating red tape and official indifference.

The impact of political decisions on the lives of ordinary citizens, often highlighting
unintended consequences or flawed implementation.

Economic struggles and aspirations, from the daily grind of earning a livelihood to the
hopes for a better future.

Social customs and traditions, often viewed through the lens of the Common Man's
pragmatic and sometimes bewildered perspective.

The ever-present gap between promises made by leaders and the reality experienced
by the common person.

The absurdities and ironies of modern life, which the Common Man encounters with a
unique blend of patience and bemusement.

The Enduring Appeal and Legacy of RK Laxman's
Creation



Why the Common Man Resonates Decades Later
The enduring appeal of RK Laxman's Common Man stems from its timeless relatability.
Even as India has undergone tremendous transformations, the fundamental challenges and
joys of everyday life for the average citizen remain remarkably consistent. The Common
Man’s quiet dignity, his ability to find a sliver of humor in difficult situations, and his
unwavering resilience are qualities that continue to strike a chord with audiences. He
represents a shared human experience, a reminder that despite the complexities of the
world, the simple act of living, striving, and occasionally chuckling at life's ironies connects
us all. His presence in countless cartoons over half a century has ingrained him deeply in
the collective consciousness of India.

Impact on Indian Media and Cartooning
Landscape
RK Laxman's Common Man has had a profound and lasting impact on the Indian media and
cartooning landscape. He elevated the humble cartoon from mere entertainment to a
powerful tool for social and political discourse. His work inspired a generation of cartoonists,
demonstrating the effectiveness of visual storytelling in conveying complex messages with
clarity and wit. The Common Man became an iconic figure, instantly recognizable and
widely embraced, proving that a simple, well-drawn character could carry immense weight
and meaning. His legacy continues to influence how issues are perceived and debated in
India, cementing the role of political cartoons as an integral part of public dialogue.

The Common Man as a Symbol of Indian Identity
More than just a cartoon character, RK Laxman's Common Man has evolved into a potent
symbol of Indian identity. He represents the spirit of resilience, the inherent humor, and the
unyielding hope that characterizes the Indian people. He is the quiet observer who
witnesses history unfold, the patient participant in the nation’s journey, and the
embodiment of the collective aspirations and frustrations of the majority. His consistent
presence across generations has made him a familiar and comforting figure, a reminder of
shared experiences and a testament to the enduring strength of the Indian spirit. The
Common Man, in his unassuming way, has become an unofficial ambassador of the
everyday Indian.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary characteristic of R.K. Laxman's
'Common Man' that resonates with readers?
The 'Common Man' is characterized by his relatable ordinariness, his quiet resilience in the
face of everyday struggles, and his often bewildered but persistent optimism.



How did the 'Common Man' become a symbol of post-
independence India?
Through his silent presence and reactions to societal and political changes, the 'Common
Man' became a mirror reflecting the aspirations, frustrations, and enduring spirit of the
average Indian citizen navigating a new nation.

What does the 'Common Man's' non-verbal
communication convey in Laxman's cartoons?
His expressions – often a raised eyebrow, a shrug, or a bewildered stare – effectively
convey his reactions to bureaucracy, corruption, and the absurdities of public life, speaking
volumes without a single word.

How does the 'Common Man' represent democratic
ideals?
He embodies the voice of the silent majority, holding a mirror to those in power and subtly
critiquing their actions, thus serving as a reminder of the foundational principles of
democracy.

What is the lasting legacy of R.K. Laxman's 'Common
Man'?
The 'Common Man' remains a timeless icon of Indian identity, a reminder of the strength
and perseverance of ordinary people, and a testament to the power of satire in bringing
about introspection.

Does the 'Common Man' ever actively protest or fight
against injustice?
Rarely in a direct, overt manner. His power lies in his silent observation and subtle, often
humorous, reactions that highlight the flaws in the system, prompting the viewer to think.

What makes the 'Common Man' a universal figure, even
beyond India?
The struggles and absurdities he faces – dealing with bureaucracy, economic pressures,
and societal inconsistencies – are common human experiences, making him relatable to
people in any culture.

How does the 'Common Man' serve as a form of social
commentary?
Through his interactions and observations in Laxman's cartoons, the 'Common Man' gently
but effectively points out societal hypocrisies, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and the gap



between political promises and ground realities.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the common man by R.K. Laxman, with short descriptions:

1. The Common Man's Daily Bread: This collection offers a satirical glimpse into the
everyday struggles and triumphs of the ordinary Indian. Through Laxman's signature wit, it
explores the challenges of bureaucracy, societal norms, and the simple desires that drive
us. Readers will find humor and profound observations on the human condition, all filtered
through the unassuming lens of the Common Man.

2. The Common Man's Unspoken Dreams: Delving deeper than just daily life, this
compilation focuses on the quiet aspirations and hidden hopes of the average citizen.
Laxman masterfully uses his cartoons to illustrate the universal longing for a better future,
for recognition, and for small joys amidst the mundane. It's a heartwarming yet poignant
reminder of the dreams that reside within us all.

3. The Common Man's Pocket Guide to Survival: More than just a joke book, this title
presents a humorous yet insightful guide to navigating the complexities of modern Indian
society. The Common Man, in his characteristic bewilderment, offers pragmatic (and often
comical) solutions to everyday predicaments. It's a lighthearted take on resilience and the
art of making do with what one has.

4. The Common Man's Republic of India: This book is a visual commentary on the nation's
journey through the eyes of its most representative figure. Laxman captures the spirit of
India – its triumphs, its follies, and its enduring hope – through the silent reactions of the
Common Man. It's a unique and poignant perspective on the country's political and social
landscape.

5. The Common Man's Whispers of Wisdom: Despite his often bewildered expression, the
Common Man possesses a quiet wisdom born of experience. This collection highlights those
subtle, often overlooked, observations that resonate with profound truth. Laxman's
drawings reveal the simple yet powerful insights that guide the everyday person through
life's maze.

6. The Common Man's Laughter in the Rain: Even in the face of adversity, the Common Man
finds moments of joy and resilience. This book celebrates those instances of levity that
punctuate the struggles of daily existence. Laxman's humor shines through, reminding us
that laughter can be found even when the skies are grey.

7. The Common Man's Symphony of Silence: This title explores the unspoken narratives and
silent observations of the Common Man. Through his expressive, wordless cartoons,
Laxman conveys a vast range of emotions and thoughts that often go unarticulated. It's a
testament to the power of visual storytelling and the deep inner lives of ordinary people.

8. The Common Man's Ballot Box Blues: A sharp and witty critique of the political arena, this
book uses the Common Man to reflect the electorate's often cynical and bemused
perspective. Laxman's cartoons expertly capture the disconnect between political promises
and ground realities. It's a humorous yet critical look at the democratic process from the



ground up.

9. The Common Man's Tapestry of Life: This comprehensive collection showcases the
Common Man's journey through various phases of life and societal changes. From childhood
to old age, from personal joys to national events, the Common Man remains the constant
observer. It’s a rich and multifaceted portrayal of the Indian experience, bound together by
Laxman’s timeless artistry.
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