
the christmas story in the bible for children
The Christmas story in the bible for children is a timeless tale of hope, love, and a miraculous birth
that continues to inspire generations. This article delves into the biblical narrative of Christmas,
making it accessible and understandable for young readers and their families. We will explore the
prophecies that foretold Jesus' arrival, the journey of Mary and Joseph, the humble beginnings of the
Messiah, and the joy that spread with His birth. Understanding this foundational story helps children
grasp the true meaning of Christmas beyond the secular celebrations. Discover the key figures, the
divine intervention, and the profound significance of Jesus' birth as presented in the Holy Scriptures,
making this sacred event a cherished part of childhood learning.

The Christmas Story: A Heavenly Promise

The Bible tells us that the Christmas story wasn't a surprise to God. Long before Jesus was born, God
made promises about a special Savior who would come to earth. These promises, called prophecies,
were written down by wise men many, many years before Christmas. They spoke of a child who would
bring peace and hope to the world. These ancient prophecies helped people know that something
amazing was going to happen, preparing their hearts for the arrival of God's Son. It's like a treasure
map that God gave humanity, leading them to the greatest gift of all.

Prophecies of the Messiah's Coming

For centuries, prophets in the Old Testament wrote about a coming King who would be born in a
special way. They spoke of a descendant of King David who would rule forever. Isaiah, a prophet,
even wrote that the Messiah would be born of a virgin, a detail that highlighted the miraculous nature
of His arrival. These prophecies created anticipation and faith among the people of Israel, who eagerly
awaited the fulfillment of God's plan for salvation. Understanding these ancient writings helps children
see that Jesus' birth was not an accident but a part of a divine and unfolding plan.

The Journey to Bethlehem

The Christmas story in the bible for children involves a significant journey for two very special people:
Mary and Joseph. Mary was a young woman who lived in the town of Nazareth. She was engaged to
be married to Joseph, a kind and honest carpenter. One day, an angel named Gabriel visited Mary.
This was a momentous occasion, as angels are messengers from God. The angel told Mary that she
would have a baby, and this baby would be the Son of God. This news was astonishing, but Mary
trusted God and said, "I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled."

The Angel Gabriel's Announcement



The angel Gabriel's visit to Mary, as recorded in the Gospel of Luke, is a pivotal moment in the
Christmas narrative. He appeared to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you." Mary was perplexed, but the angel reassured her, explaining that she had found favor with
God and would conceive a son, whom she should name Jesus. He would be great, called the Son of
the Most High, and would reign on David's throne forever. This divine announcement set in motion the
events that would lead to the birth of Jesus. It demonstrated God's direct involvement and care in
bringing His Son into the world.

Joseph's Trust and Protection

Joseph, upon learning that Mary was pregnant, was understandably troubled. However, before he
could act, he too received a divine message. An angel appeared to him in a dream and explained that
Mary's pregnancy was the work of the Holy Spirit and that she would give birth to a son who would
save his people from their sins. This revelation brought Joseph great comfort and strengthened his
faith. He obeyed God's command and took Mary as his wife, promising to protect her and their unborn
child. Joseph's willingness to trust God and stand by Mary showcases his deep devotion and the
importance of his role in the Christmas story.

The Decree from Caesar Augustus

At this crucial time, a decree was issued by Emperor Caesar Augustus, who ruled the Roman Empire.
This decree required everyone to travel to their ancestral hometowns to be counted for a census.
Joseph, being a descendant of King David, had to travel from Nazareth in Galilee all the way to
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient city. Mary, who was very pregnant, had to make this long and
difficult journey with him. This imperial command, seemingly ordinary, played a vital role in ensuring
that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, precisely as the ancient prophecies had foretold.

The Humble Birth in Bethlehem

When Mary and Joseph finally arrived in Bethlehem after their long journey, they found that the town
was bustling with people. Every room in the inns was full. There was no place for them to stay. This
meant that Mary had to give birth in a very humble and simple place. It wasn't a fancy palace or a
comfortable home, but a stable, where animals were kept. This setting highlights the humility of
Jesus' birth, emphasizing that He came not as a powerful king in a grand building, but as a humble
child, born into poverty.

No Room at the Inn

The story continues with Mary and Joseph searching for lodging. Despite their difficult circumstances
and Mary's imminent labor, they were turned away from every inn. The lack of accommodation in
Bethlehem underscores the humble beginnings of Jesus' life on earth. It shows that even though He
was the Son of God, He came into the world without fanfare or luxury, sharing in the experiences of



ordinary people. This "no room at the inn" situation is a central theme in the Christmas story, pointing
to Jesus' identification with the marginalized and needy.

Jesus Born in a Manger

With no other option, Joseph made a manger – a feeding trough for animals – into a makeshift crib for
the baby. Mary then laid her newborn son, Jesus, in the manger. This scene, a baby lying in a manger
in a stable, is one of the most iconic images of Christmas. It's a powerful reminder that the King of
Kings chose to be born in the simplest of conditions, surrounded by animals, rather than in royalty.
This humble birth emphasizes Jesus' compassionate nature and His mission to connect with all people,
regardless of their status or circumstances.

The Visitors and the Celebration

The Christmas story in the bible for children doesn't end with Jesus' birth; it continues with the special
visitors who came to see Him. These visitors were not kings or nobles initially, but humble shepherds
who were working in the fields near Bethlehem. They were watching over their flocks of sheep during
the night. Suddenly, an amazing event occurred that would change their lives forever and mark the
beginning of the worldwide celebration of Christmas.

Angels Announce the Good News to Shepherds

While the shepherds were tending their sheep, a bright light filled the night sky, and an angel of the
Lord appeared before them. The shepherds were terrified, but the angel comforted them, saying, "Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord." Then, a great host of other angels
appeared, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests." This heavenly announcement was the first proclamation of Jesus' birth to
the world.

The Shepherds Visit the Baby Jesus

After the angels departed, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." They hurried to Bethlehem and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger, just as the angels had said. The shepherds were overjoyed
and spread the word about what they had seen and heard. They returned to their fields, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. Their
visit signifies the immediate impact of Jesus' arrival on ordinary people.



The Wise Men from the East

In addition to the shepherds, the Bible also tells of wise men, also known as Magi, who came from the
East. These men were scholars who studied the stars. They saw a special star in the sky and
understood that it meant a new king, the King of the Jews, had been born. Guided by this star, they
traveled a long distance, bringing precious gifts for the newborn King. These gifts were gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, which were valuable and symbolic. The wise men's arrival shows that Jesus'
birth was a significant event recognized by people from different parts of the world.

The Meaning of Christmas for Children

The Christmas story in the bible for children is more than just a historical event; it's a story filled with
profound meaning. It teaches children about God's immense love for humanity. He sent His only Son,
Jesus, to be a Savior, demonstrating the ultimate act of love. The story also introduces concepts like
faith, trust, and obedience through the examples of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. It's a narrative
of hope, showing that even in the darkest or most challenging situations, light and good news can
come. Understanding these biblical truths helps children appreciate the spiritual significance of
Christmas.

God's Love and a Gift of Hope

At its heart, the Christmas story is a testament to God's boundless love. The birth of Jesus was God's
way of giving humanity the greatest gift imaginable – salvation and the promise of eternal life. For
children, this translates into the understanding that they are deeply loved by God. The story of Jesus’
birth also brings hope. No matter what challenges or difficulties people face, the message of
Christmas reminds us that God is with us and that there is always a reason to believe in good things.
This hope is a powerful message for children as they grow and learn about the world.

Key Values Taught by the Story

The biblical account of Christmas offers valuable lessons for children. It highlights the importance of
faith, as seen in Mary and Joseph's trust in God's plan despite the unusual circumstances. It also
teaches about humility, as Jesus, the King of Heaven, was born in a stable. Kindness and compassion
are demonstrated by those who responded to the news of Jesus' birth with joy and sought Him out.
Obedience to God's will is another crucial theme, exemplified by the actions of the shepherds and the
wise men. These are essential virtues that parents and educators can emphasize when sharing the
Christmas story with children, fostering their moral and spiritual development.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the very first person to hear the good news about
Jesus being born?
The very first people to hear the good news were shepherds who were out in the fields watching their
sheep at night!

What special star guided the wise men to Jesus?
A very bright and special star guided the wise men all the way from a faraway land to where Jesus
was born.

Where was Jesus born?
Jesus was born in a humble stable in Bethlehem, lying in a manger (a feeding trough for animals).

Who were the first visitors to see baby Jesus after the
shepherds?
Wise men, also called Magi, from the East visited Jesus and brought him special gifts.

What were the special gifts the wise men brought?
The wise men brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These were very valuable and important
gifts!

Who was Jesus' earthly mother?
Jesus' earthly mother was a young woman named Mary. God chose her to be Jesus' mom.

Why was Jesus born?
Jesus was born to be God's special gift to the world! He came to show everyone God's love and to
save people from their sins.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Christmas story in the Bible for children, with descriptions:

1. The First Christmas Star
This heartwarming story retells the nativity of Jesus from the perspective of the guiding star that
shone over Bethlehem. It explores the wonder and mystery of that celestial light, how it inspired the
wise men to travel, and its symbolic significance for all believers. Through simple language and
vibrant illustrations, children will discover the magic of the first Christmas night.

2. Mary's Little Lamb
Follow Mary as she prepares for the birth of Jesus. This gentle tale focuses on her quiet faith and the
love she holds for her special baby. Through the eyes of a little lamb that stays close to Mary, young



readers will experience the tenderness and peace of the stable. It's a sweet introduction to the
mother of Jesus and the beginnings of His journey.

3. Joseph's Big Dream
This book tells the familiar story of the angel's visit to Joseph in a dream, reassuring him about Mary's
pregnancy and the divine plan. It highlights Joseph's role as a protector and his courageous obedience
to God. Children will learn about the importance of listening to God and trusting His guidance, even
when things seem confusing.

4. The Shepherds' Surprise
Experience the awe and excitement of the shepherds on that miraculous night. This story describes
their ordinary lives tending their sheep when suddenly, a glorious angel appears, announcing the birth
of the Savior. It captures their journey to Bethlehem, their humble encounter with baby Jesus, and the
joy they shared with everyone.

5. Three Kings, One Path
Journey alongside the wise men as they follow the star from the East to find the newborn King. This
book beautifully illustrates their long and arduous journey, emphasizing their faith and the precious
gifts they brought: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Children will learn about the significance of these
gifts and the global reach of Jesus' birth.

6. A Stable Full of Joy
This vibrant book brings the nativity scene to life with all its miraculous details. From the bustling
town of Bethlehem to the humble stable, children will meet Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise
men. It emphasizes the immense joy and peace that filled the world with the arrival of Jesus, the Son
of God.

7. No Room at the Inn
This story addresses the practical challenges faced by Mary and Joseph as they arrived in Bethlehem.
It tenderly explains that there was no room for them in the busy inn, leading them to the simple
stable. Through this narrative, children can understand the humility of Jesus' birth and the welcoming
nature of God's love.

8. The Song of the Angels
Focusing on the heavenly host, this book recounts the glorious moment when angels sang, "Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" It highlights the profound message of
hope and peace that accompanied Jesus' birth. Children will be captivated by the beauty and power of
this divine announcement.

9. Bethlehem's Baby King
This simple yet profound story focuses on the central figure of the Christmas narrative: baby Jesus. It
describes His arrival, the humble circumstances, and the ultimate meaning of His birth as the Savior
of the world. The book aims to instill in children a sense of wonder and love for Jesus from the very
beginning of His earthly life.
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