the bible knowledge commentary old
testament

the bible knowledge commentary old testament stands as a monumental resource for anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of Scripture's foundational narrative. This comprehensive
commentary offers insightful verse-by-verse explanations, historical context, and theological
reflections on the books of the Old Testament. Whether you are a pastor, student, or layperson,
exploring the depths of the Old Testament can be greatly enhanced by the detailed work found within
this commentary. This article will delve into its structure, key features, historical significance, and how
it serves as an invaluable tool for biblical study, focusing on its contribution to interpreting the Law,
Prophets, and Writings.

Understanding the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old
Testament Overview

The Purpose and Scope of the Commentary

The primary purpose of the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament is to provide a clear,
accurate, and accessible exposition of every book within the Old Testament canon. It aims to bridge
the gap between scholarly research and the practical needs of Bible readers. The commentary offers
detailed explanations of historical settings, cultural nuances, linguistic considerations, and theological
themes present in the text. Its comprehensive scope ensures that no part of the Old Testament is left
unexamined, offering readers a unified perspective on God's dealings with humanity before the
coming of Christ.

Authoritative Authorship and Editorial Rigor

Authored by a team of seasoned conservative evangelical scholars, the Bible Knowledge Commentary
boasts a high level of academic credibility. Each contributor brings specialized knowledge to their
respective sections, ensuring a thorough and consistent approach. The editorial process emphasizes
clarity, theological soundness, and practical application. This collaborative effort results in a
commentary that is both intellectually robust and spiritually enriching, making it a trusted resource
for those who value a high view of Scripture.

Key Features of the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old
Testament



Verse-by-Verse Exegesis and Interpretation

At the heart of the Bible Knowledge Commentary lies its meticulous verse-by-verse exegesis. The
authors carefully unpack the meaning of each passage, considering the original Hebrew text and its
grammatical structures. This detailed approach allows readers to grasp the nuances of the text that
might otherwise be missed. The commentary consistently seeks to explain what the text meant to its
original audience before exploring its application to contemporary life, providing a solid foundation for
accurate interpretation.

Historical and Cultural Contextualization

Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of the Old Testament is crucial for grasping its
message. The Bible Knowledge Commentary excels in providing this vital context. It illuminates the
ancient Near Eastern world, the political situations, and the societal customs that shaped the events
and writings. By situating the biblical text within its original setting, readers gain a richer appreciation
for the narrative and the significance of God's interventions in history. This feature is particularly
helpful for making sense of the seemingly disparate historical accounts and laws presented.

Theological Themes and Applications

Beyond mere historical explanation, the commentary delves deeply into the theological themes that
run through the Old Testament. It identifies and explains key doctrines such as covenant, redemption,
law, prophecy, and the nature of God. Furthermore, it strives to draw out practical applications for
believers today. The authors connect the timeless truths of the Old Testament to the broader
redemptive plan of God culminating in Jesus Christ, offering spiritual insights that can transform lives.

Exploring the Old Testament Books Through the
Commentary

The Pentateuch: Law and Early History

The commentary provides an in-depth exploration of the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy), often referred to as the Law. It meticulously examines the creation
accounts, the patriarchs' stories, the Exodus, and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. The authors
clarify the significance of the Mosaic Law, its ceremonial, civil, and moral aspects, and how it
functioned within ancient Israel. Understanding this foundational section is critical for comprehending
the rest of the Old Testament narrative and God's covenant relationship with His people.

The Historical Books: God's Providence in Action

The historical books, from Joshua to Esther, chronicle the journey of Israel from the Promised Land to
the Babylonian exile and their return. The Bible Knowledge Commentary elucidates the complex
narratives of conquest, judges, kings, and national division. It highlights the overarching theme of



God's faithfulness and sovereignty, even amidst Israel's repeated disobedience. The commentary
helps readers see the hand of God at work in human history, shaping events according to His divine
plan and purpose.

The Wisdom Literature: Practical Godliness

The wisdom literature, including Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, offers
profound insights into living a life that honors God. The commentary unpacks the poetic nature of
these books, exploring their calls to wisdom, the challenges of suffering, the pursuit of righteousness,
and the celebration of God's creation. It explains how these texts provide practical guidance for daily
living, relationship, and spiritual reflection, offering timeless principles that remain relevant for
navigating the complexities of life.

The Prophets: Divine Messages and Future Hope

A significant portion of the Bible Knowledge Commentary is dedicated to the prophetic books, from
Isaiah to Malachi. The authors carefully analyze the messages of the major and minor prophets,
distinguishing between their pronouncements against sin, their calls to repentance, and their
prophecies of future judgment and restoration. The commentary emphasizes the prophetic
anticipation of the Messiah and the unfolding of God's kingdom. Understanding the prophetic
messages is key to grasping the continuity of God's plan throughout biblical history.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary's Impact on Biblical
Study

Enhancing Preaching and Teaching Ministry

For pastors and teachers, the Bible Knowledge Commentary is an indispensable tool. Its clear
explanations, contextual information, and theological insights provide a solid foundation for sermon
preparation and Bible class instruction. The commentary equips leaders with the knowledge needed
to expound the Scriptures accurately and effectively, helping their congregations grow in their
understanding of God's Word. The practical application sections are particularly valuable for making
the ancient text relevant to modern listeners.

A Resource for Personal Devotion and Growth

Beyond the pulpit, this commentary serves as an exceptional resource for personal Bible study.
Individuals seeking to deepen their own understanding of the Old Testament can find clarity and
illumination within its pages. By engaging with the detailed explanations and theological reflections,
readers can encounter God in new ways and experience spiritual growth. It transforms solitary
reading into an enriched, informed devotional experience, fostering a more intimate relationship with
the text and its author.



Bridging Scholarly and Lay Understanding

One of the commentary's greatest strengths is its ability to bridge the gap between academic
scholarship and the needs of the average Bible reader. While maintaining academic rigor, the authors
strive for accessibility, avoiding overly technical jargon. This approach makes complex theological and
historical concepts understandable to a broad audience, democratizing access to in-depth biblical
knowledge. It allows a wide range of individuals to benefit from the extensive research and
theological insights compiled within its volumes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose and scope of the Bible
Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament?

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament aims to provide a thorough, verse-by-verse
exposition of the Old Testament for pastors, students, and laypeople. It focuses on explaining the
historical context, literary structure, theological themes, and practical application of each biblical
book.

Who are the main contributors to the Bible Knowledge
Commentary: Old Testament, and what is their expertise?

The commentary features contributions from a team of evangelical scholars, each specializing in the
particular Old Testament books they expound. Their collective expertise spans Hebrew language, Old
Testament theology, archaeology, and historical studies.

How does the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament
approach hermeneutics (principles of biblical interpretation)?

The commentary generally adheres to a grammatical-historical approach to interpretation,
emphasizing understanding the text within its original historical, cultural, and linguistic context. It
seeks to discern the author's intended meaning and apply it faithfully.

What makes the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old
Testament a valuable resource for understanding complex Old
Testament passages?

Its detailed explanations, integration of historical and archaeological findings, and focus on
theological coherence help clarify difficult or obscure passages. The commentary also often addresses
potential interpretative challenges and offers reasoned conclusions.

Does the commentary offer practical applications of Old



Testament teachings for contemporary believers?

Yes, a significant emphasis is placed on deriving practical, spiritual insights and applications from the
Old Testament texts. The contributors strive to bridge the gap between ancient Israel's experience
and the life of the modern Christian.

How does the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament
handle prophecy and its fulfillment?

The commentary generally takes a conservative view of prophecy, identifying predictive elements
within the Old Testament and often linking them to their fulfillment in the New Testament, particularly
in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

What kind of theological perspective does the Bible
Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament represent?

It reflects an evangelical, conservative theological perspective, affirming the inerrancy and authority
of Scripture, the Trinity, and the substitutionary atonement of Christ.

Is the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament suitable
for academic study, or is it more geared towards devotional
reading?

It strikes a balance between academic rigor and accessibility. While it provides in-depth analysis

suitable for academic study, its clear language and practical focus also make it highly valuable for
devotional reading and personal study.

How does the commentary's treatment of the Law in the Old
Testament inform its understanding of the New Testament?

The commentary explores the Old Testament Law's purpose in revealing God's character, exposing
sin, and pointing to the need for a Savior. It often highlights how Christ fulfilled the Law and how
believers now live under grace, guided by the Spirit.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament, with short
descriptions:

1. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

This comprehensive resource provides in-depth lexical studies of key Hebrew and Aramaic words
found in the Old Testament. It explores the meaning of each word in its various contexts, tracing its
usage and theological significance. Understanding these foundational terms is crucial for a deeper
grasp of the biblical text, much like the commentary aims to illuminate.

2. Exegetical Dictionary of the Old Testament (EDOT)



Similar to the Theological Wordbook, EDOT offers detailed etymological and exegetical analyses of
Old Testament vocabulary. It focuses on providing scholarly insights into the precise meaning of
words, their grammatical forms, and their semantic ranges. This dictionary serves as an invaluable
tool for anyone seeking to understand the nuances of the original languages, a pursuit central to the
commentary's approach.

3. The Lexham Bible Dictionary

This dictionary provides concise yet informative entries on a wide array of biblical topics, people,
places, and concepts. It aims to present current scholarly understanding of the Old Testament world
and its literature in an accessible format. Its broad scope and focus on factual information make it a
good companion for contextualizing the commentary's explanations.

4. Nelson's New lllustrated Bible Dictionary

A well-established and widely respected resource, this dictionary offers clear definitions and
explanations of biblical terms, people, and events. It incorporates numerous illustrations, maps, and
charts to enhance understanding and engagement. Its aim is to provide readers with a solid
foundation of biblical knowledge, mirroring the goal of a good commentary.

5. Baker's Dictionary of Theology

While covering both Old and New Testaments, this dictionary offers significant insight into the
theological concepts that permeate the Old Testament. It explains major doctrines and ideas with
clarity and depth, tracing their development and significance. This resource helps readers to
understand the overarching theological framework that underpins the specific passages discussed in
the commentary.

6. Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology

Understanding the historical and archaeological context of the Old Testament is essential for
appreciating its narrative. This handbook offers a wealth of information on archaeological discoveries
that shed light on biblical times, customs, and locations. It helps to bring the ancient world to life,
providing a tangible backdrop for the biblical accounts as presented in the commentary.

7. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament

This commentary specifically focuses on providing background information that illuminates the text of
the Old Testament. It delves into the historical, cultural, and geographical context of each passage,
explaining its significance to its original audience. Its emphasis on contextual understanding makes it
a complementary resource to the more systematic exposition found in the Bible Knowledge
Commentary.

8. Commentary on the Old Testament by C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch

This classic, multi-volume commentary is renowned for its meticulous scholarship and detailed
exegesis of the Old Testament books. It dives deep into the Hebrew text, offering thorough
grammatical and theological insights. Its comprehensive and scholarly approach makes it a valuable
reference for those who appreciate detailed textual analysis, similar to the thoroughness expected
from the Bible Knowledge Commentary.

9. The Expositor's Bible Commentary: Old Testament Volumes

This extensive commentary series features contributions from a range of respected scholars, offering
verse-by-verse exposition of the Old Testament. It aims to be both academically rigorous and
practically applicable for preachers and laypeople alike. Its detailed explanations and theological
insights provide a rich resource for understanding the biblical text, complementing the foundational
knowledge offered by the Bible Knowledge Commentary.
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