the bass the river and sheila mant

the bass the river and sheila mant is a timeless short story that explores themes of adolescence,
desire, and the difficult choices young people face. This narrative, penned by W.D. Wetherell,
centers on a pivotal summer in the life of a teenage boy whose infatuation with a captivating girl,
Sheila Mant, leads him to a profound moment of decision. The story intricately weaves together the
thrill of bass fishing, the serene beauty of a Vermont river, and the burgeoning complexities of a first
crush. We will delve into the story's compelling characters, its evocative setting, the central conflict,
and the enduring lessons it offers about navigating the transition from boyhood to young adulthood.

The Bass, The River, and Sheila Mant: A Deep Dive

Understanding the Core Narrative: The Bass, The River,
and Sheila Mant

At its heart, W.D. Wetherell's "The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant" is a coming-of-age story set
against the backdrop of a sweltering Vermont summer. The narrative follows a young protagonist,
unnamed throughout the story, as he grapples with two powerful desires: the thrill of catching a
legendary bass and the overwhelming attraction he feels for Sheila Mant, a girl spending her
summer nearby. The story masterfully uses the act of fishing as a metaphor for the choices and
sacrifices inherent in growing up and pursuing one's desires. The river itself becomes a character,
representing both freedom and the currents of life that carry us along, sometimes towards
unexpected destinations.

Key Elements of the Story: Bass Fishing, River Setting,
and Sheila Mant

The titular elements are crucial to the story's impact. The bass, a magnificent and elusive creature,
symbolizes a significant personal goal or achievement. The river, with its winding currents and
hidden depths, mirrors the complexities of the protagonist's internal world and the challenges he
faces. Sheila Mant, the object of his affections, represents a burgeoning romantic interest and a
catalyst for his growth. Her presence introduces a new dimension to his summer, shifting his focus
from solitary pursuits to the intricate dance of social and emotional connection.

The Protagonist's Dilemma: A Central Conflict in "The
Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant"

The central conflict arises when the protagonist has an opportunity to catch the legendary bass he



has long sought. This is precisely when Sheila Mant agrees to go on a canoe ride with him. He is
torn between his lifelong ambition of landing this extraordinary fish and the chance to impress
Sheila and potentially begin a romantic relationship. This internal struggle highlights the theme of
competing desires and the often-painful choices that must be made as one matures. The story
poignantly illustrates how the pursuit of one dream can sometimes necessitate the abandonment of
another.

Characters and Their Significance in the Narrative

The Unnamed Protagonist: A Boy on the Brink

The protagonist, though unnamed, is a relatable figure for anyone who has experienced adolescence.
His passion for fishing is depicted with vivid detail, showcasing his dedication and skill. However, his
internal world is equally explored, revealing his insecurities and his profound infatuation with
Sheila. His journey is one of self-discovery, where he learns about his own priorities and the
consequences of his decisions. His youthful idealism clashes with the emerging realities of his
desires and the world around him.

Sheila Mant: The Allure of First Love

Sheila Mant serves as the embodiment of teenage infatuation. She is portrayed as an attractive and
somewhat unattainable figure, representing a new and exciting phase of life for the protagonist. Her
presence introduces a romantic element that challenges his established routines and priorities. The
narrative focuses on his perception of her, highlighting how his desire for her influences his
judgment and his actions. She represents the allure of a different kind of experience, one that is
social and emotionally driven.

The Father: A Subtle Influence

The protagonist's father plays a less overt but significant role. His passion for fishing, passed down
to his son, is a foundational element of the protagonist's identity. The father's absence during the
pivotal moment of decision underscores the solitary nature of the protagonist's internal struggle, yet
his influence is felt through the protagonist's inherited love for the sport and the natural world.

The Setting: The Enchanting Vermont River



The River as a Symbol of Freedom and Life

The river is more than just a location; it is a potent symbol within the story. Its flowing nature
represents the continuous passage of time and the inevitability of change. For the protagonist, the
river is a place of escape, adventure, and a testing ground for his skills. It is where he finds solace
and pursues his passion for bass fishing, a pursuit that has defined a significant part of his young
life. The river’s inherent wildness mirrors the untamed nature of adolescent desires.

The Summer Atmosphere: A Canvas for Emotion

The summer setting of the story contributes to its atmosphere. The heat, the long days, and the lush
greenery create a sensory experience that immerses the reader in the protagonist's world. This
idyllic backdrop also serves to amplify the emotional intensity of his dilemma, making the choices he
faces seem even more significant against the backdrop of youthful freedom and potential.

Themes Explored in "The Bass, the River, and Sheila
Mant"

Coming of Age and the Loss of Innocence

The story is a quintessential coming-of-age narrative. It depicts the moment when the protagonist
must confront the complexities of his desires and make decisions that will shape his understanding
of himself and the world. The loss of innocence is not necessarily a negative event but rather a
necessary step in maturation, involving the understanding that not all desires can be simultaneously
fulfilled.

The Nature of Desire and Sacrifice

Wetherell expertly examines the nature of desire, both for achievement and for connection. The
protagonist's longing for the bass is a pure, almost elemental desire, while his feelings for Sheila
represent a more complex, socially driven yearning. The story forces the reader to consider what
sacrifices are worthwhile and what the true cost of pursuing one's ambitions can be. It highlights the
idea that sometimes, what we think we want most might not be what is ultimately best for our
growth.

The Difficulties of Adolescence and Decision-Making

Adolescence is a period fraught with difficult choices, and this story captures that essence perfectly.



The protagonist's dilemma is one that many young people can relate to: the conflict between
personal passions and the allure of social acceptance or romantic relationships. His decision-making
process, though ultimately leading to a specific outcome, reflects the internal turmoil and the
learning that occurs during these formative years.

Literary Devices and Narrative Techniques

Imagery and Sensory Details

Wetherell employs rich imagery and sensory details to bring the story to life. The descriptions of the
river, the feel of the fishing line, the glint of the bass - all contribute to a vivid and immersive
reading experience. These details not only enhance the setting but also underscore the protagonist's
deep connection to his environment and his passion for fishing.

Metaphor and Symbolism

The story is laden with metaphor and symbolism. The bass represents a significant life goal, the river
symbolizes the flow of life and the protagonist's journey, and Sheila Mant embodies the complexities
of burgeoning romance and social interaction. These literary devices elevate the narrative beyond a
simple fishing tale to a profound exploration of universal human experiences.

Internal Monologue and Perspective

The story is told from the first-person perspective of the protagonist, allowing readers direct access
to his thoughts and feelings. This internal monologue is crucial for understanding the depth of his
dilemma and the emotional weight of his decision. We experience his infatuation, his ambition, and
his eventual reckoning through his own eyes.

Interpreting the Ending and its Lasting Impact

The ending of "The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant" is often a point of discussion and
interpretation. The protagonist's choice to let the bass go, sacrificing his lifelong ambition for the
fleeting possibility of a relationship with Sheila, speaks volumes about his priorities at that moment
in his life. While some might see it as a regretful decision, others view it as a pivotal moment of
growth, where he learns the complex interplay between desire, sacrifice, and the evolving nature of
what one truly values. The story doesn't offer a definitive moral lesson but rather a poignant
reflection on the often-unforeseen consequences of our choices and the indelible marks they leave
on our journey into adulthood.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in 'The Bass, the River, and Sheila
Mant'?

The main conflict is internal for the narrator, grappling with his desire to impress Sheila Mant, a girl
he idealizes, versus his passion for fishing and the ethical dilemma of keeping a prize bass he caught
while she was present.

Who is the narrator in 'The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant'?

The narrator is a teenage boy, unnamed in the story, who is infatuated with Sheila Mant and spends
a summer day fishing with her.

What does Sheila Mant represent to the narrator?

To the narrator, Sheila Mant represents unattainable perfection, a sophisticated and alluring figure
who embodies everything he aspires to be and impress. She symbolizes a rite of passage into
adolescence and romance.

Why is the bass so important to the narrator?

The bass is exceptionally important because it's a 'true monster,' a legendary fish he's been trying to
catch for years. It represents a significant personal achievement and a deep connection to his
passion for fishing.

What is the moral or theme of the story?

The story explores themes of idealism vs. reality, the pain of first love, the struggle to reconcile
personal passions with the desires of others, and the difficult choices one makes during adolescence.

How does the narrator's perspective change throughout the
story?
Initially, the narrator is solely focused on impressing Sheila, willing to sacrifice his fishing goals.

However, after catching the bass, his priorities shift as he grapples with the immense personal value
of his catch, leading to a more mature understanding of his own desires.

What is the significance of the 'two worlds' the narrator
inhabits?
The 'two worlds' refer to the world of adolescent romance and social aspiration represented by

Sheila, and the world of solitary passion and accomplishment found in his love for fishing. The story
highlights the difficulty of bridging these two worlds.



What is the ultimate decision the narrator makes and why?

The narrator ultimately decides to release the giant bass. He makes this choice because the bass
represents a profound personal achievement and a connection to something he truly loves, and he
realizes that impressing Sheila, who shows no interest in his passion, is not worth sacrificing this
significant accomplishment.

How does the ending affect the narrator?

The ending is bittersweet. While he loses the chance to impress Sheila and perhaps begin a
romance, he gains a sense of self-respect and maturity. He learns the importance of valuing his own
passions and making choices that align with his true self, even if it means disappointment.

Is 'The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant' considered a coming-
of-age story? Why?

Yes, it is widely considered a coming-of-age story. The narrator's internal conflict, his idealistic
infatuation, his difficult decision, and the resulting emotional growth all point to a pivotal moment in
his transition from childhood to adolescence.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to "The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant," with descriptions:

1. The Boy Who Fished for a Dream

This coming-of-age story explores the intense yearning and singular focus of a young protagonist as
he pursues not just a legendary fish, but also the attention of a girl who represents an unattainable
ideal. It delves into the youthful belief that achieving a great feat can unlock love and admiration,
capturing the emotional stakes of a first crush amplified by a grand adventure. The narrative likely
emphasizes the internal world of the boy, his hopes, and the quiet lessons learned from the
experience.

2. Sheila's Summer of Secrets

This novel shifts the perspective to Sheila Mant, offering a glimpse into her life during that pivotal
summer. It might explore her own feelings and observations about the boy, the fishing trip, and the
larger social dynamics of their small town. The story could uncover Sheila's own aspirations and
perhaps her internal conflict or awareness of the boy's intentions, adding layers to the familiar
narrative. It asks what it truly meant for her to be the object of such intense focus.

3. Beneath the Surface of the River

This book uses the river as a central metaphor, examining the hidden currents of emotion and
unspoken desires that flow beneath the calm exterior of ordinary life. It likely mirrors the story's
themes of longing, missed opportunities, and the sometimes-turbulent nature of young love. The
narrative could explore the mystery and power of nature, reflecting the profound impact of a single
event on a young person's developing understanding of the world and relationships. It's about what
lies unseen.

4. The Angler's First Heartbreak
This title focuses on the emotional fallout of the boy's experience, specifically the pang of



disappointment and the nascent understanding of rejection. It explores the universal theme of first
heartbreak, where the intensity of one's desires clashes with the reality of another's choices. The
story would likely delve into how this formative experience shapes the protagonist's future outlook
on love and his own self-worth, emphasizing the lessons learned from dashed hopes.

5. A Season of Casting and Longing

This book captures the extended period of anticipation and desire associated with the story's events.
It highlights the patience and persistent hope involved in both fishing and the pursuit of affection.
The narrative would likely weave together the sensory details of summer days spent by the water
with the internal landscape of yearning. It's about the slow burn of a significant experience that
shapes a formative period of youth.

6. The Unspoken Choice of Sheila Mant

This title delves into the pivotal moment where Sheila makes her decision, exploring the internal
reasoning and potential pressures that might have influenced her. It aims to give voice to Sheila's
agency and her perspective on the situation, moving beyond her role as simply the object of desire.
The story might examine the complexities of social expectations and personal boundaries as
perceived by a young girl navigating her adolescence. It seeks to understand her motivations.

7. Echoes from the Bass River

This novel looks back on the lasting impact of the summer and the iconic fishing trip. It explores how
the memory of this significant event continues to resonate in the lives of those involved, perhaps
years later. The story could investigate how different characters interpret and remember the events,
and how these memories have shaped their understanding of themselves and each other. It's about
the long shadow cast by a singular, defining experience.

8. When the River Ran with Dreams

This evocative title suggests a period of heightened possibility and intense aspiration, where the
natural world mirrors the protagonist's fervent desires. It paints a picture of a time when seemingly
anything felt achievable, fueled by youthful optimism and the thrill of a challenging pursuit. The
narrative likely immerses the reader in the magical realism of a summer filled with grand ambitions
and the potent force of a first crush. It captures the fleeting, vibrant energy of youth.

9. The Measure of a Boy's Desire

This book examines the intensity and depth of the protagonist's longing for both the legendary bass
and Sheila Mant. It explores how this singular focus defines a significant part of his young identity
and his quest for validation. The story delves into the universal themes of aspiration, the pursuit of
elusive goals, and the emotional weight of wanting something with all one's heart. It's about how
desire can both shape and test a person.
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