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the authority of the believer kenneth hagin is a foundational concept within
Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity, profoundly shaped and popularized
by the ministry of Kenneth E. Hagin. This doctrine centers on the belief that
born-again Christians, through their faith in Jesus Christ, have been granted
a divinely delegated authority to operate in the earthly realm. This
authority is not inherent but derived from Christ's victory over sin, death,
and the devil. Understanding this authority empowers believers to live a
victorious life, overcome challenges, and fulfill their God-given purpose.
This article will delve into the multifaceted aspects of the authority of the
believer as taught by Kenneth Hagin, exploring its biblical basis, practical
applications, and the profound impact it has had on countless lives. We will
examine Hagin's key teachings on spiritual warfare, the power of the spoken
Word, and the believer's inherent rights and privileges in Christ.
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Understanding the Foundation: The Believer's
Authority in Christ

The core of the authority of the believer, as articulated by Kenneth E.
Hagin, rests upon the completed work of Jesus Christ. Through His death and
resurrection, Jesus disarmed principalities and powers, securing victory over
every force that opposes God's will. This victory is not merely for Christ



but is imputed to all who place their faith in Him. Consequently, believers
inherit a position of authority that mirrors Christ's own authority on earth.
This is not a self-empowerment but a recognition of the authority that God
has already conferred upon them through their union with Christ. This divine
delegation allows believers to exercise dominion and influence in the
spiritual and natural realms, according to God's perfect plan.

This authority is intrinsically linked to believers’ identity in Christ. Once
someone is born again, they are no longer merely human beings but are now
sons and daughters of God, seated with Christ in heavenly places. This new
identity bestows upon them a spiritual authority that transcends their
natural limitations. It is a stewardship, a delegated power to enforce the
victory of Christ in their lives and in the world around them. Kenneth Hagin
consistently emphasized that this authority is a present reality for every
believer, not a future hope or an exclusive privilege for a select few.

Biblical Underpinnings of the Authority of the
Believer

The doctrine of the authority of the believer is deeply rooted in scripture,
with numerous passages supporting the concept of delegated spiritual power.
Kenneth Hagin meticulously studied and expounded upon these verses, drawing
them together to form a cohesive understanding of this vital truth. The Old
Testament already hinted at this by establishing the dominion given to
humanity in Genesis 1:28. However, it is in the New Testament that the full
scope of this authority is revealed through the teachings and actions of
Jesus and His apostles.

Key scriptures that form the bedrock of this teaching include:

Luke 10:19: "Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any
means hurt you." This verse directly grants believers authority over the
enemy's forces.

Matthew 16:19: "And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven." This passage speaks of the binding and loosing authority given
to the church.

Mark 11:23: "For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he
saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith." This
highlights the power inherent in the believer's faith and spoken word.



Ephesians 1:20-23: This passage describes believers being raised up and
seated with Christ far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion. This establishes their position of superiority over demonic
forces.

Colossians 2:15: "And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it." This emphasizes
Christ's victory and how believers partake in it.

These scriptures, among others, form the irrefutable biblical foundation upon
which Kenneth Hagin built his teachings on the authority of the believer.
They demonstrate that this authority is not a human construct but a divine
grant, essential for Christian living and effective ministry.

Kenneth Hagin's Key Teachings on the Believer's
Authority

Kenneth E. Hagin’s ministry was instrumental in re-emphasizing and clarifying
the doctrine of the authority of the believer to a generation of Christians.
He taught that this authority is not earned but received by grace through
faith. One of his central themes was that believers need to understand and
embrace their positional truth in Christ – their identity as joint-heirs with
Him. Hagin often used the analogy of earthly authority figures and their
delegated powers to illustrate the concept of divine authority.

His teachings can be summarized by several key points:

Authority Over the Devil: Hagin taught that believers have been given
authority to resist and overcome the devil and his works. This includes
authority over sickness, poverty, and any manifestation of evil.

Authority of the Word: He stressed that the believer’s authority is
intrinsically linked to the Word of God. When believers speak God's Word
with faith, it carries divine power and authority to effect change.

The Praying Believer's Authority: Hagin emphasized that prayer is not
merely petitioning God but also exercising authority in the spiritual
realm. When a believer prays according to God’s will, they are enforcing
God’s will on earth.

The Believer's Rights and Privileges: He taught that through Christ,
believers have specific rights and privileges, including healing,
prosperity, and victory, which they can claim by faith and the exercise
of their authority.



Authority is Not Inherited: Hagin was careful to distinguish this
authority from inherited blessings. It is a delegated power received
through personal faith and a relationship with Jesus Christ.

Hagin's approach was practical and experiential, encouraging believers to
actively use the authority they possessed. He often shared personal
testimonies and encouraged others to do the same, thereby building faith and
demonstrating the tangible results of operating in this authority.

Practical Application of the Authority of the
Believer

The doctrine of the authority of the believer is not meant to remain an
abstract theological concept but is designed for practical application in the
daily lives of Christians. Kenneth Hagin consistently exhorted believers to
move beyond theoretical knowledge and to actively engage with the authority
God has given them. This involves a conscious decision to live from the
perspective of their new identity in Christ, rather than from circumstances
or limitations.

Practical application often manifests in several key areas:

Personal Well-being: Believers are encouraged to exercise their
authority over sickness and disease, claiming divine healing based on
Jesus' finished work. This means resisting symptoms and affirming health
according to God’s promises.

Financial Provision: Hagin taught that believers have the authority to
operate in God's provision. This involves sowing seed, giving
generously, and believing God for financial needs to be met, rather than
succumbing to lack.

Family Matters: The authority extends to the family sphere, enabling
believers to pray and decree God’s will for their loved ones, for
protection, salvation, and wisdom.

Overcoming Obstacles: Life invariably presents challenges. The
believer's authority empowers them to confront and overcome hindrances,
whether they are internal struggles or external opposition, by standing
on God’s Word and His promises.

Effective Prayer: Instead of making prayer a plea for things God may or
may not do, believers learn to use prayer as a means of enforcing God’s
will and His victory on earth. This involves praying with confidence and
certainty.



Living in the authority of the believer requires faith, understanding, and a
willingness to act on what the Word of God declares. It is a journey of
growth, where believers learn to trust God more fully and to operate in the
power He has made available to them.

Spiritual Warfare and the Authority of the
Believer

A significant aspect of the authority of the believer, as emphasized by
Kenneth Hagin, lies in the realm of spiritual warfare. He taught that
believers are engaged in a cosmic battle between the forces of God and the
forces of darkness. In this warfare, believers are not passive observers but
active participants, armed with divine authority. This authority empowers
them to confront demonic influences, break the power of Satan, and advance
the Kingdom of God.

Kenneth Hagin’s teachings on spiritual warfare highlighted the following:

Recognizing the Enemy: He stressed the importance of understanding that
the enemy (Satan and his demons) is a defeated foe, stripped of his
power by Christ’s victory.

Using God’s Armor: Believers are equipped with the full armor of God
(Ephesians 6:10-18) which provides protection and the means to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

Commanding the Demonic: Hagin taught that believers have the authority
to command demons to leave, to cease their activities, and to be bound
or loosed according to God's will. This is done in the name and
authority of Jesus.

Taking Dominion: Spiritual warfare is also about taking dominion in the
name of Jesus. This means displacing the enemy’s influence in specific
areas, whether in personal lives, families, communities, or nations.

The Authority of Jesus’ Name: The power in spiritual warfare is
ultimately rooted in the name of Jesus. Hagin taught that when believers
invoke this name with faith, they are invoking the full authority and
power of Christ Himself.

Through consistent teaching and personal testimony, Kenneth Hagin inspired
countless believers to engage fearlessly in spiritual warfare, understanding
that their authority in Christ makes them more than conquerors.



The Power of the Spoken Word and Authority

Kenneth E. Hagin’s ministry placed a strong emphasis on the creative power of
the believer's spoken word, directly linked to their God-given authority. He
taught that the words spoken by a believer, when aligned with God’s Word and
spoken with faith, carry the same creative force that God used to create the
universe. This is because believers, as children of God, have been endowed
with the ability to speak things into existence, mirroring their Father’s
creative power.

Key aspects of this teaching include:

Words as Seeds: Hagin viewed spoken words as seeds. Positive, faith-
filled words sown into the spiritual realm would bring forth a
corresponding harvest, while negative, fear-filled words would yield
negative results.

Confession of Faith: Believers are called to confess, or agree with,
God’s Word. This means speaking what God’s Word says about a situation,
rather than what their eyes or circumstances reveal. This confession
activates the authority of the Word.

Decreeing God’s Promises: The authority of the believer allows them to
decree God’s promises over their lives, families, and situations. This
is not a hopeful wish but a declaration of what God has already provided
through Christ.

The Authority of Belief: The power of the spoken word is inseparable
from the power of belief. Hagin consistently taught that a spoken word
without faith is powerless. True authority is exercised when belief and
declaration are united.

The Tongue as a Force: He often referred to the biblical teaching on the
power of the tongue (James 3), emphasizing that it is a powerful
instrument that can be used for destruction or creation, depending on
the heart of the speaker and their alignment with God.

By encouraging believers to harness the power of their words, Kenneth Hagin
empowered them to actively participate in shaping their destinies and
experiencing the abundant life promised in scripture.

Overcoming Hindrances to Operating in Authority

Despite the divine provision of authority for every believer, many struggle
to fully embrace and exercise it. Kenneth Hagin identified several common



hindrances that prevent believers from operating in their God-given
authority. Recognizing and addressing these obstacles is crucial for
unlocking the full potential of their spiritual inheritance.

Common hindrances include:

Lack of Knowledge: Many believers are simply unaware of the extent of
the authority that Christ has granted them. This ignorance leaves them
vulnerable and ineffective.

Doubt and Unbelief: Doubt is a major inhibitor of faith and,
consequently, of operating in authority. When a believer doubts God’s
Word or their own ability to exercise authority, the power is nullified.

Fear: Fear of failure, fear of opposition, or fear of the unknown can
paralyze believers and prevent them from taking steps of faith required
to exercise their authority.

Wrong Mindset: A mindset of inferiority, victimhood, or helplessness,
rather than one of dominion and victory, will limit a believer's ability
to act authoritatively.

Reliance on Feelings: Relying on emotions rather than on the unchanging
Word of God is another significant hindrance. Feelings can fluctuate,
but God's promises and the authority granted are constant.

Past Failures: Negative past experiences or perceived failures can
create a mindset of defeat, making it difficult for believers to step
out in faith again.

Hagin's consistent message was one of hope and empowerment, encouraging
believers to renew their minds with God's Word, overcome doubt through faith,
and actively choose to believe and act on the truth of their authority in
Christ.

The Impact of the Authority of the Believer
Doctrine

The teaching on the authority of the believer, significantly amplified by
Kenneth E. Hagin, has had a transformative impact on millions of lives
worldwide. It has shifted the perspective of many from a passive, suffering
Christianity to one of active participation, victory, and dominion. This
doctrine has fueled a generation of believers who are not afraid to confront
challenges, both spiritual and natural, with the confidence that comes from
knowing their God-given authority.



The impact can be observed in several ways:

Empowered Believers: The doctrine has empowered ordinary believers to
become effective agents of change in their own lives, families, and
communities. They understand that they are not powerless but are co-
workers with God.

Victory Over Sickness and Disease: Many have testified to experiencing
divine healing and overcoming chronic illnesses by applying the
principles of the authority of the believer, standing on God's promises
for health.

Increased Faith and Confidence: Understanding their authority builds
faith and confidence in God and His Word, leading to a more robust and
victorious Christian walk.

Effective Spiritual Warfare: The teaching has equipped countless
individuals to engage in spiritual warfare with boldness and success,
recognizing that they have the power to overcome demonic forces.

Transformation of Ministries: The doctrine has profoundly influenced
numerous ministries, fostering a culture of faith, healing, and
deliverance, and inspiring believers to live out their calling with
divine empowerment.

Kenneth Hagin's legacy continues to resonate through the widespread
acceptance and application of the authority of the believer, a truth that
remains foundational for abundant life and effective ministry in Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Kenneth Hagin's core teaching on the
authority of the believer?
Kenneth Hagin's central teaching on the authority of the believer emphasizes
that born-again Christians possess the same authority that Jesus Christ
exercised on earth. This authority, derived from their identification with
Christ, allows believers to overcome the devil, sickness, poverty, and any
other negative force by using their faith and the Word of God.

How does Hagin explain the source of this believer's
authority?
Hagin taught that the authority of the believer originates from their new
birth and their spiritual union with Jesus Christ. He explained that when



believers are 'born again,' they become 'one spirit' with the Lord (1
Corinthians 6:17). Because of this union, they are seated with Christ in
heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6) and have inherited His authority and power.

What are the practical applications of this
authority according to Hagin?
According to Hagin, believers can practically apply their authority through
prayer, the spoken Word of God, and the force of faith. This includes
commanding sickness to leave their bodies, rebuking demonic forces, taking
authority over financial lack, and claiming God's promises for their lives.
It's about actively exercising their rights in Christ.

What role does the Bible play in Hagin's teaching on
believer's authority?
The Bible is foundational to Hagin's teaching on the authority of the
believer. He consistently referenced scripture, particularly verses from the
Gospels and Epistles, to support his claims. He taught that believers must
know and meditate on God's Word to understand their rights and privileges in
Christ and to effectively wield their authority.

What common misunderstandings or criticisms surround
Hagin's teachings on believer's authority?
Common misunderstandings and criticisms include the accusation that Hagin's
teachings promote a 'name it and claim it' or prosperity gospel devoid of
sacrifice or suffering. Critics sometimes argue that it can lead to
entitlement or a blame-shifting mentality. However, Hagin's followers would
contend that his teachings emphasize faith and reliance on God's Word, not a
magic formula, and that enduring trials is still part of the Christian walk.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the authority of the believer, inspired by
the teachings of Kenneth E. Hagin, along with short descriptions:

1. Dominion Through Faith
This book explores the foundational principles of understanding and
exercising the authority God has granted believers. It delves into how faith
acts as the key to unlocking this dominion, enabling individuals to overcome
obstacles and live victoriously. Readers will learn practical ways to apply
biblical truths to their everyday lives and experience tangible results
through their faith.

2. Speaking Your Victory into Existence
Focusing on the power of words, this title examines how believers can use



their speech to declare and manifest God's promises. It unpacks the concept
of creative power inherent in spoken faith, drawing from biblical examples
and Hagin's own ministry. The book aims to equip readers with the
understanding and practice of "speaking" their desired outcomes into reality
through confident affirmation of God's Word.

3. The Believer's Shield of Authority
This work emphasizes the protective aspect of a believer's God-given
authority. It outlines how to stand firm against spiritual attacks, the
schemes of the enemy, and negative circumstances by wielding the authority of
Jesus Christ. The book provides clear guidance on identifying spiritual
warfare and using faith and God's Word as an impenetrable defense.

4. Experiencing God's Power Through Prayer
This book highlights prayer not just as a request, but as a powerful conduit
for releasing God's authority and power into earthly situations. It
emphasizes praying in line with God's will and the importance of believing
the prayer has already been answered. Readers will discover how to approach
God with confidence, knowing their prayers can bring about significant change
and manifest divine intervention.

5. Accessing Your Inheritance of Authority
This title guides believers to understand their spiritual inheritance as
children of God, which includes inherent authority. It details how to claim
and operate in the rights and privileges purchased by Jesus' sacrifice,
thereby living out their full potential in Christ. The book encourages a
revelation of who they are in Him and how to walk in that realized authority
daily.

6. The Ministry of Authority in Everyday Life
This book bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge of authority and
practical application in the mundane aspects of life. It illustrates how
believers can exercise authority in their relationships, work, finances, and
health, transforming their circumstances. Readers will find encouragement and
instruction on consistently operating in the authority of Christ in every
situation they face.

7. Unveiling the Authority of the Word
This title centers on the supreme authority of God's written Word and its
power in the life of a believer. It explains how to meditate on, believe, and
confess scripture to activate its inherent authority and bring about desired
outcomes. The book serves as a profound reminder that the Bible is not merely
a book of stories, but a living, active source of divine power and authority.

8. Ruling and Reigning in the Spirit
Drawing from scriptural principles, this book teaches believers about their
call to rule and reign with Christ, both now and in eternity. It explores how
this authority is exercised through spiritual understanding and obedience to
God's commands. The work aims to inspire believers to embrace their destiny
as co-heirs with Christ and to live with a kingly mindset, influencing their
world for God's glory.



9. Commanding Your Circumstances Through Faith
This book provides practical strategies for believers to take control of
their situations by leveraging their faith-filled authority. It encourages a
proactive approach, teaching readers how to speak to challenges and see them
yield to the power of God's Word. The title emphasizes that believers are not
victims of their circumstances but are empowered to direct them through the
faithful exercise of their authority.
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