THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE CS LEWIS

THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE CS LEWIS IS A SEMINAL WORK THAT DELVES INTO THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF LOVE, EXPLORING ITS
VARIOUS FORMS AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE THROUGH THE LENS OF MEDIEVAL ROMANCE. C.S. LE\X/IS, RENOWNED FOR HIS
CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS AND IMAGINATIVE FICTION, CRAFTS A PROFOUND AND ACCESSIBLE EXAMINATION OF THIS UNIVERSAL
HUMAN EXPERIENCE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DISSECT LEWIS’S EXPLORATION OF LOVE'S ALLEGORICAL DIMENSIONS, TRACING ITS
EVOLUTION FROM COURTLY LOVE TO DIVINE LOVE, AND EXAMINING ITS IMPACT ON \WESTERN LITERATURE AND THOUGHT. WE
WILL UNCOVER THE KEY THEMES LEWIS ADDRESSES, INCLUDING THE DISTINCTION BET\WEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF LOVE, THE ROLE
OF DESIRE, AND THE ULTIMATE PURSUIT OF TRANSCENDENTAL AFFECTION.

UNDERSTANDING C.S. LEWIS’'s ALLEGORY OF LOVE

C.S. LEwIS'S EXPLORATION OF LOVE IS NOT MERELY A LITERARY ANALYSIS; IT IS A DEEP DIVE INTO THE VERY ESSENCE OF
HUMAN CONNECTION AND ITS DIVINE IMPLICATIONS. HIS SEMINAL WORK, “THe ALLEGORY OF LoVE: A STUDY IN MEDIEVAL
TRADITION/” PUBLISHED IN ]936/ TRANSCENDS SIMPLE LITERARY CRITICISM TO OFFER A PHILOSOPHICAL AND THEOLOGICAL
FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING LOVE IN ITS MYRIAD FORMS. LEWIS METICULOUSLY TRACES THE CONCEPT OF ROMANTIC LOVE,
PARTICULARLY COURTLY LOVE, AS IT DEVELOPED AND PERMEATED MEDIEVAL LITERATURE, DEMONSTRATING HOW THIS
TRADITION ULTIMATELY POINTED TOWARDS A HIGHER, MORE SPIRITUAL FORM OF AFFECTION. He ARGUES THAT THE VERY
STRUCTURE OF MEDIEVAL ROMANCE, WITH ITS INHERENT LONGING AND ASPIRATION, SERVES AS AN ALLEGORY FOR HUMANITY'S
YEARNING FOR GOD. THE BOOK IS A TESTAMENT TO LEWIS'S ABILITY TO SYNTHESIZE LITERARY HISTORY, THEOLOGICAL
INSIGHT, AND PERSONAL WISDOM, MAKING COMPLEX IDEAS UNDERSTANDABLE AND DEEPLY RESONANT.

THe MepievaL RooTs oF COURTLY LoOVE

IN “THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE,“ LEWIS DEDICATES SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION TO THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF COURTLY
LOVE, A CONCEPT THAT PROFOUNDLY SHAPED MEDIEVAL LITERATURE AND SOCIETAL NORMS. HE EXPLAINS HOW THIS IDEALIZED
FORM OF ROMANTIC DEVOTION, OFTEN UNREQUITED AND EXPRESSED THROUGH ELABORATE RITUALS AND POETIC VERSE, EMERGED
AS A DISTINCT LITERARY AND SOCIAL PHENOMENON. LEWIS HIGHLIGHTS ITS KEY CHARACTERISTICS, SUCH AS THE ELEVATION OF
THE BELOVED, THE VASSALAGE OF THE LOVER, AND THE EMPHASIS ON SUFFERING AND LONGING. HE POSITS THAT THIS INTENSE
FOCUS ON EARTHLY DESIRE, WHILE SEEMINGLY SECULAR, CONTAINED WITHIN IT THE SEEDS OF A SPIRITUAL YEARNING, A
PRECURSOR TO THE CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF LOVE.

CoOURTLY LOVE AS AN ALLEGORY FOR DIVINE LOVE

ONE OF THE CENTRAL ARGUMENTS LEWIS PRESENTS IS THE ALLEGORICAL NATURE OF COURTLY LOVE. HE CONTENDS THAT THE
PASSIONATE DEVOTION AND UNWAVERING SERVICE EXPECTED OF A KNIGHT TOWARDS HIS LADY IN MEDIEVAL ROMANCES WERE
NOT SIMPLY REFLECTIONS OF EARTHLY INFATUATION. |NSTEAD/ Lewis ARGUES, THESE LITERARY CONVENTIONS SERVED AS
POTENT SYMBOLS AND STEPPING STONES TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING DIVINE LOVE. THE UNFULFILLED LONGING, THE IDEALIZATION
OF THE BELOVED, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF THIS DEVOTION, WHEN VIEWED THROUGH A SPIRITUAL LENS, CAN BE
SEEN AS PREFIGURATIONS OF HUMANITY'S RELATIONSHIP WITH GoD. THE EARTHLY BELOVED, IN THIS ALLEGORICAL FRAMEWORK,
BECOMES A POINTER TO THE ULTIMATE BELOVED, Gob HIMSELF. THIS INTRICATE WEAVING OF EARTHLY AND DIVINE LOVE IS A
HALLMARK OF LEWIS’'S INSIGHTFUL APPROACH.

Key THEMES IN LEwIS’s EXPLORATION oF LoVE

C.S. LewIs's “THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE” IS RICH WITH THEMATIC DEPTH, OFFERING READERS A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING
OF LOVE’S COMPLEXITIES. HE METICULOUSLY DISSECTS VARIOUS FACETS OF LOVE, FROM ITS INITIAL STIRRINGS OF DESIRE TO
ITS ULTIMATE SPIRITUAL CONSUMMATION. HIS ANALYSIS IS NOT CONFINED TO ABSTRACT CONCEPTS; HE GROUNDS HIS
ARGUMENTS IN CONCRETE LITERARY EXAMPLES, ALLOWING READERS TO WITNESS THE ALLEGORICAL JOURNEY FIRSTHAND.



THE NATURE OF DESIRE AND LONGING

LEWIS PLACES SIGNIFICANT EMPHASIS ON THE ROLE OF DESIRE AND LONGING IN THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE OF LOVE. HE OBSERVES
HO\ MEDIEVAL LITERATURE OFTEN PORTRAYS LOVE AS A POWERFUL, SOMETIMES OVERWHELMING, FORCE DRIVEN BY AN
INSATIABLE YEARNING. THIS LONGING, WHETHER FOR AN EARTHLY BELOVED OR A MORE PROFOUND CONNECTION, IS PRESENTED
NOT AS A WEAKNESS BUT AS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF OUR BEING, AN INHERENT DRIVE THAT CAN LEAD US TOWARDS HIGHER
ASPIRATIONS. THE FRUSTRATION AND PAIN ASSOCIATED WITH UNFULFILLED DESIRE, COMMON IN COURTLY LOVE NARRATIVES,
ARE INTERPRETED BY LEWIS AS ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF THE JOURNEY, SHAPING AND REFINING THE LOVER'S HEART.

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN DIFFERENT FORMS OF LOVE

A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF LEWIS’S THESIS IS HIS CAREFUL DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN VARIOUS KINDS OF LOVE. WHILE HE
ACKNOWLEDGES THE INTENSITY AND LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE OF COURTLY LOVE, HE CLEARLY DISTINGUISHES IT FROM OTHER
FORMS. HE EXAMINES THE NUANCES OF FRIENDSHIP, FAMILIAL LOVE, AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE DIVINE LOVE THAT HE SEES AS
THE ULTIMATE TELOS OF HUMAN AFFECTION. THIS NUANCED APPROACH ALLOWS FOR A RICHER APPRECIATION OF LOVE’S
SPECTRUM, MOVING BEYOND A SINGULAR, OFTEN ROMANTICIZED, DEFINITION. LEWIS’S ABILITY TO DELINEATE THESE DISTINCTIONS
PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS AND THEIR SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS.

LoVE AS A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

ULTIMATELY/ LEWIS FRAMES LOVE AS A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY, AN ASCENT FROM THE EARTHLY TO THE DIVINE. He POSITS THAT
THE EXPERIENCES AND EMOTIONS CULTIVATED WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF EARTHLY LOVE, PARTICULARLY THE IDEALIZATIONS AND
SACRIFICES INHERENT IN COURTLY LOVE, CAN SERVE AS PREPARATORY STAGES FOR A DEEPER, MORE SPIRITUAL CONNECTION. THE
JOURNEY OF THE LOVER, WITH ITS TRIALS, REVELATIONS, AND TRANSFORMATIVE ENCOUNTERS, MIRRORS THE SOUL’S PILGRIMAGE
TOWARDS GOD. THIS PERSPECTIVE IMBUES LOVE WITH A PROFOUND PURPOSE, SUGGESTING THAT EVEN OUR MOST HUMAN
AFFECTIONS CAN BE PATHWAYS TO SOMETHING TRANSCENDENT.

THE INFLUENCE OF “THE ALLEGORY OF Love”

“THe ALLEGORY OF LoVE: A STUDY IN MeDIEVAL TRADITION” HAS HAD A LASTING AND SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON LITERARY
SCHOLARSHIP, THEOLOGICAL DISCOURSE, AND EVEN POPULAR UNDERSTANDING OF LOVE. C.S. LEWIS’S INSIGHTFUL ANALYSIS
PROVIDED A NEW LENS THROUGH WHICH TO VIEW MEDIEVAL LITERATURE, REVEALING THE SPIRITUAL UNDERPINNINGS OF
SEEMINGLY SECULAR ROMANCES. HIS WORK CONTINUES TO BE A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE
EVOLUTION OF LOVE AS A CONCEPT AND ITS REPRESENTATION IN \WESTERN CULTURE.

IMPACT ON LITERARY CRITICISM

LEWIS'S METICULOUS SCHOLARSHIP AND ENGAGING PROSE REVITALIZED THE STUDY OF MEDIEVAL ROMANCE. HE DEMONSTRATED
HOW THESE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED TEXTS WERE NOT MERELY HISTORICAL CURIOSITIES BUT CONTAINED PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO
HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY. HIS ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OFFERED A FRESH PERSPECTIVE, ENCOURAGING
CRITICS TO LOOK BEYOND THE SURFACE NARRATIVE AND UNCOVER DEEPER SYMBOLIC MEANINGS. THIS APPROACH INFLUENCED
SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS OF LITERARY SCHOLARS, SHAPING THE WAY MEDIEVAL LOVE POETRY AND PROSE ARE UNDERSTOOD
AND ANALYZED.

BroADER CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Beyonp ACADEMIA, “THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE” HAS CONTRIBUTED TO A BROADER CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING OF LOVE'S
COMPLEXITIES. LEWIS’S ACCESSIBLE STYLE ALLOWED READERS FROM VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS TO ENGAGE WITH SOPHISTICATED
IDEAS ABOUT DESIRE, DEVOTION, AND THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF HUMAN CONNECTION. His WORK IMPLICITLY SUGGESTS THAT
THE PURSUIT OF LOVE, IN ALL ITS FORMS, IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE HUMAN QUEST FOR MEANING AND FULFILLMENT. THE
BOOK’S ENDURING APPEAL LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO RESONATE WITH READERS ON BOTH AN INTELLECTUAL AND AN EMOTIONAL



LEVEL, ENCOURAGING CONTEMPLATION ON THE NATURE OF THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES WITH LOVE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THESIS of C.S. Lewis’s THE ALLEGORY oF Love?

THE CENTRAL THESIS IS THAT COURTLY LOVE, AS IT DEVELOPED IN MEDIEVAL LITERATURE, WAS A SIGNIFICANT AND
ULTIMATELY POSITIVE FORCE IN SHAPING WESTERN LITERARY AND CULTURAL SENSIBILITIES, PARTICULARLY IN ITS EMPHASIS ON
HUMILITY, CHIVALRY, AND THE SUBLIMATION OF DESIRE.

How DoES LEWIS DEFINE ‘COURTLY LOVE’ IN HIS BOOK?

LEWIS DEFINES COURTLY LOVE NOT SIMPLY AS ROMANTIC AFFECTION, BUT AS A COMPLEX, OFTEN PARADOXICAL CODE OF
CONDUCT AND LITERARY CONVENTION THAT ELEVATED THE BELOVED, OFTEN A MARRIED NOBLEWOMAN, TO AN ALMOST DIVINE
STATUS, DEMANDING COMPLETE DEVOTION, SERVICE, AND A DEGREE OF SPIRITUALIZED LONGING FROM THE LOVER.

\WHAT ARE SOME KEY EXAMPLES OF MEDIEVAL LITERATURE THAT LEWIS ANALYZES TO
ILLUSTRATE COURTLY LOVE?

LEWIS EXTENSIVELY ANALYZES WORKS SUCH AS DANTE ALIGHIERI'S VITA NUOVA, GEOFFREY CHAUCER'S POETRY
(PARTICULARLY THE CANTERBURY TALES), AND THE ROMANCES OF CHRE] TIEN DE TROYES AND ANDREAS CAPELLANUS.

ACCORDING TO LEWIS ;, WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COURTLY LOVE AND
RELIGIOUS DEVOTION?

LEWIS ARGUES THAT COURTLY LOVE, DESPITE ITS EARTHLY ORIGINS, OFTEN BORROWED HEAVILY FROM RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE
AND DEVOTION, CREATING A PARALLEL SPIRITUAL INTENSITY. HE SUGGESTS IT COULD BE A PREPARATORY STAGE FOR GENUINE
CHRISTIAN LOVE BY TEACHING HUMILITY AND SELFLESSNESS, BUT ALSO CAUTIONED AGAINST ITS POTENTIAL FOR SPIRITUAL
IDOLATRY.

\WHAT DOES LEWIS MEAN BY THE 'CHIVALROUS' ASPECT OF COURTLY LOVE?

THE CHIVALROUS ASPECT REFERS TO THE CODE OF HONOR, COURTESY, AND NOBLE CONDUCT THAT WAS EXPECTED OF THE
LOVER. THIS INCLUDED LOYALTY, BRAVERY, POLITENESS, AND A WILLINGNESS TO UNDERTAKE DIFFICULT TASKS OR ENDURE
HARDSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF THE BELOVED.

How poes THE ALLEGORY oF LoVE RELATE To LEWIS’S LATER CHRISTIAN
APOLOGETICS?

W/HILE THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE IS A LITERARY ANALYSIS, ITS INSIGHTS INTO HUMAN DESIRE, LOVE, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR
BOTH ELEVATION AND CORRUPTION IN THESE PURSUITS INFORM LEWIS’S BROADER CHRISTIAN THOUGHT. HE USES THE STUDY OF
COURTLY LOVE TO EXPLORE THEMES OF SURRENDER, SACRIFICE, AND THE NATURE OF TRUE AFFECTION.

WHAT CRITICISMS DOES LEWIS LEVEL AGAINST THE LIMITATIONS OR POTENTIAL
DOWNSIDES OF COURTLY LOVE?
LEWIS ACKNOWLEDGES THAT COURTLY LOVE COULD BE OVERLY SENTIMENTAL, MANIPULATIVE, AND EVEN IMMORAL IN ITS

CONDONING OF ADULTERY. HE ALSO POINTS OUT ITS POTENTIAL FOR ARTIFICIALITY AND ITS SOMETIMES INSINCERE EMOTIONAL
DISPLAYS.



\WHAT IS THE ‘DAMSEL IN DISTRESS  TROPE , AND HOW DOES LewIs piscuss IT?

THE 'DAMSEL IN DISTRESS' IS A COMMON FIGURE IN CHIVALRIC ROMANCE WHERE A NOBLEWOMAN IS CAPTURED OR IMPERILED,
REQUIRING A KNIGHT TO RESCUE HER. LEWIS EXAMINES THIS TROPE AS A MANIFESTATION OF THE IDEALIZED AND OFTEN PASSIVE
BELOVED IN COURTLY LOVE, WHO INSPIRES HEROIC ACTION IN THE LOVER.

WHY IS THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE CONSIDERED A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT IN MEDIEVAL
LITERARY STUDIES?

LEWIS’S WORK IS RENOWNED FOR ITS CLARITY, INSIGHTFUL ANALYSIS, AND ENGAGING PROSE. IT PROVIDED A COMPREHENSIVE
AND ACCESSIBLE FRAMEW ORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX AND OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD TRADITION OF COURTLY LOVE,
INFLUENCING GENERATIONS OF SCHOLARS.

WHAT IS LEWIS'S VIEW ON THE LEGACY OF COURTLY LOVE IN MODERN LITERATURE
AND CULTURE?

LEWIS SUGGESTS THAT WHILE THE OVERT CONVENTIONS OF COURTLY LOVE HAVE FADED, ITS UNDERLYING EMPHASIS ON
IDEALIZATION, ROMANTIC LONGING, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF LOVE CONTINUES TO RESONATE IN VARIOUS FORMS,
ALBEIT OFTEN SECULARIZED AND SOMETIMES DISTORTED.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO THE ALLEGORY OF LOVE, WITH DESCRIPTIONS!

1. THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS

THIS cLASSIC CHRISTIAN ALLEGORY BY JOHN BUNYAN FOLLOWS THE JOURNEY OF CHRISTIAN AS HE TRAVELS FROM THE CITY OF
DesTrRUCTION TO THE CELESTIAL CITY. ALONG THE WAY, HE ENCOUNTERS VARIOUS ALLEGORICAL CHARACTERS AND SYMBOLIC
PLACES REPRESENTING SPIRITUAL STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS. |T POWERFULLY ILLUSTRATES THE CONCEPT OF A SOUL'S JOURNEY
TOWARDS SALVATION, MUCH LIKE A ROMANTIC QUEST FOR ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT.

2. THe FAERIE QUEENE

EDMUND SPENSER’S EPIC POEM IS AN EXTENSIVE ALLEGORY, WITH THE REDCROSSE KNIGHT REPRESENTING HOLINESS AND HIS
QUEST FOR THE FAERIE QUEENE EMBODYING DIVINE LOVE AND SPIRITUAL PERFECTION. THROUGH KNIGHTLY ADVENTURES, THE
POEM EXPLORES VARIOUS VIRTUES AND VICES, WITH ROMANTIC QUESTS OFTEN SERVING AS METAPHORS FOR THE ARDUOUS
PATH TO MORAL AND SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING. THE PURSUIT OF THE FAERIE QQUEENE REPRESENTS A NOBLE, ALMOST DIVINE,
IDEAL.

3. THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS

C.S. LEWIS MASTERFULLY EMPLOYS AN ALLEGORICAL FRAMEWORK IN THIS NOVEL, PORTRAYING THE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL THROUGH THE EYES OF DEMONS. SENIOR TEMPTER SCREWTAPE ADVISES HIS NEPHEW ¥/ ORMWOOD ON
HOW TO TEMPT A HUMAN, REVEALING THE SUBTLE, OFTEN DISGUISED, FORMS OF SIN AND SPIRITUAL DECAY. THE BOOK
ALLEGORIZES THE BATTLE FOR THE HUMAN SOUL AND THE ELUSIVE NATURE OF TRUE, SELFLESS LOVE.

4. THe GReaT DIvorce

ANOTHER WORkK BY C.S. LEWIS, THIS BOOK PRESENTS AN ALLEGORICAL BUS TRIP FROM A GREY, SPECTRAL TOWN TO THE
COUNTRYSIDE OF HEAVEN. THE PASSENGERS REPRESENT DIFFERENT TYPES OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE, THROUGH THEIR OWN CHOICES
BECOME ESTRANGED FROM GOD AND TRUE LOVE. IT'S A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF THE WILL'S CAPACITY TO REJECT OR
EMBRACE SPIRITUAL CONNECTION AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH DECISIONS.

’

5. ALLEGORY oF Love: A STuDY IN MeplevAL TRADITION

THis 1s C.S. LEWIS'S OWN INFLUENTIAL WORK OF LITERARY CRITICISM, WHICH DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND
UNDERSTANDING OF ROMANTIC LOVE AS AN ALLEGORICAL CONCEPT IN MEDIEVAL LITERATURE. HE ANALYZES HOW COURTLY
LOVE AND SPIRITUAL DEVOTION WERE INTERTWINED AND PRESENTED THROUGH SYMBOLIC NARRATIVES AND CHARACTERS. THE
BOOK PROVIDES THE FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING FOR MANY INTERPRETATIONS OF ALLEGORICAL LOVE.

6. TiLe We HAvVE FAces



\W/HILE NOT A DIRECT ALLEGORY IN THE SAME VEIN AS BUNYAN, THIS NOVEL BY C.S. LEWIS EXPLORES THE NATURE OF DIVINE
LOVE AND SACRIFICE THROUGH THE MYTH oF CUPID AND PSYCHE. THE PROTAGONIST, ORUAL, GRAPPLES WITH HER
MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND RESENTMENTS TOWARDS THE GODS, ULTIMATELY COMING TO A PAINFUL BUT TRANSFORMATIVE
REALIZATION OF LOVE'S TRUE, OFTEN SACRIFICIAL, NATURE. THE STORY ALLEGORIZES THE JOURNEY OF THE SOUL TOWARDS AN
UNDERSTANDING OF DIVINE AFFECTION.

7. EVERYMAN

THIS MEDIEVAL MORALITY PLAY IS A STARK ALLEGORY OF THE JOURNEY OF A SOUL FACING DEATH. EVERYMAN IS CALLED TO
ACCOUNT FOR HIS LIFE AND FINDS THAT MATERIAL POSSESSIONS AND EARTHLY COMPANIONS CANNOT ACCOMPANY HIM. THE
PLAY ALLEGORIZES THE ULTIMATE SPIRITUAL RECKONING, WHERE THE ONLY TRUE SOLACE AND COMPANION IS ONE'S FAITH AND
GOOD DEEDS, A REFLECTION OF A HIGHER, ETERNAL LOVE.

8. THE HousEe oF THE SEVEN GABLES

NATHANIEL HAW THORNE USES THIS NOVEL TO EXPLORE THE LEGACY OF PAST SINS AND THE POTENTIAL FOR REDEMPTION
THROUGH LOVE AND RECONCILIATION. THE PYNCHEON FAMILY IS BOUND BY A CURSE, AND THE UNFOLDING NARRATIVE
ALLEGORIZES THE DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF INHERITED GUILT AND THE POSSIBILITY OF BREAKING FREE THROUGH GENUINE HUMAN
CONNECTION AND A LOVE THAT SEEKS TO HEAL. | HE HOUSE ITSELF ACTS AS A SYMBOL OF THIS ENTANGLED PAST.

9. THE SONG OF SONGS

THIS BIBLICAL BOOK IS A POETIC EXPLORATION OF LOVE, OF TEN INTERPRETED ALLEGORICALLY IN JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN
TRADITIONS AS REPRESENTING THE LOVE BETWEEN GOD AND HIS PEOPLE, OR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. THE PASSIONATE AND
INTIMATE VERSES, THOUGH SEEMINGLY ABOUT EARTHLY ROMANCE, CARRY DEEPER SPIRITUAL MEANINGS ABOUT DEVOTION,
DESIRE, AND THE PROFOUND BOND OF DIVINE AFFECTION. IT IS A QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE OF LOVE'S ALLEGORICAL POWER.
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