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the 1972 andes flight disaster commonlit answers 1 offers a comprehensive exploration of one of

history's most extraordinary survival stories. This article delves into the harrowing details of Uruguayan

Air Force Flight 571, which crashed in the Andes Mountains in 1972. We will examine the immediate

aftermath of the disaster, the incredible resilience of the survivors, and the ethical and psychological

challenges they faced. Furthermore, we will explore the significance of this event in understanding

human endurance, the concept of survival, and the profound impact it had on those involved and the

world at large, addressing key questions often found in discussions and educational materials about

the incident.

Introduction to the 1972 Andes Flight Disaster

The Crash and Immediate Aftermath

Challenges Faced by the Survivors

The Decision to Resort to Cannibalism

Rescue Efforts and the End of the Ordeal

Lessons Learned and Enduring Legacy

CommonLit Answers 1: Key Themes and Discussion Points



Understanding the 1972 Andes Flight Disaster: A Harrowing

Survival Epic

The 1972 Andes flight disaster, a name synonymous with unimaginable hardship and remarkable

human tenacity, refers to the tragic crash of Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571. This chartered flight was

carrying a rugby team and their friends and family from Montevideo, Uruguay, to Santiago, Chile. The

aircraft, a Fairchild FH-227D, encountered severe weather and miscalculation, leading to a

catastrophic impact high in the unforgiving peaks of the Andes. The initial hours and days following the

crash were marked by shock, injury, and the stark realization of their isolation. Survivors grappled with

freezing temperatures, scarce resources, and the sheer remoteness of their location, setting the stage

for an unparalleled test of human will.

The Crash Site and Initial Survival Struggles

The initial moments after the crash were chaotic and disorienting. Twenty-nine of the forty-five people

on board survived the initial impact, but many sustained severe injuries. The fuselage of the aircraft,

broken in two, became their makeshift shelter against the brutal Andean elements. The altitude,

exceeding 11,000 feet, meant thin air and extreme cold, with temperatures plummeting well below

freezing each night. Food supplies were meager, consisting of a few chocolate bars, some

sandwiches, and a bottle of rum. The survivors, many of whom were young and athletic, had to quickly

adapt to their dire circumstances, pooling their limited resources and supporting each other amidst

overwhelming despair.

Assessing the Immediate Impact and Injuries

The impact of the Fairchild FH-227D was devastating. The plane broke apart upon hitting a mountain



ridge, sending debris strewn across the snowy slopes. Many passengers and crew members perished

instantly or succumbed to their injuries within the first few hours. Those who survived faced a grim

reality: fractured limbs, deep cuts, and internal injuries, all compounded by the biting cold and lack of

medical supplies. The immediate priority for the uninjured survivors was to tend to the wounded,

providing comfort and basic first aid with whatever they could salvage from the wreckage. This early

assessment of their physical state dictated the initial course of action and highlighted the fragility of

their survival.

Establishing Shelter and Rationing Supplies

With no immediate hope of rescue, the survivors understood the critical need for shelter and

disciplined rationing. They managed to assemble parts of the aircraft's fuselage to create a more

enclosed and protected living space, shielding them from the relentless wind and snow. The limited

food they had was meticulously divided among the group, a daily ritual that underscored the scarcity of

their provisions. This communal effort in establishing basic living conditions and managing their

dwindling supplies was a testament to their collective will to survive, laying the groundwork for the

arduous days and weeks that lay ahead.

The Unthinkable Choice: Cannibalism as a Means of Survival

As days turned into weeks, and the hope of immediate rescue faded, the survivors faced an agonizing

and unprecedented ethical dilemma. Their food supplies were entirely depleted, and the harsh

environment offered no natural sustenance. Starvation became a palpable and imminent threat, forcing

them to confront the unthinkable: consuming the flesh of the deceased. This decision, one of the most

controversial and profound aspects of the Andes disaster, was not taken lightly. It was a desperate

measure born out of extreme necessity, debated intensely amongst the group before being reluctantly

accepted as the only viable option to prolong their lives.



The Ethical and Psychological Toll of the Decision

The decision to practice cannibalism exacted a tremendous psychological and emotional toll on the

survivors. They were devout individuals, many with strong moral and religious convictions, who found

themselves in a situation that challenged the very core of their beliefs. The act of consuming human

remains was deeply disturbing and traumatic, yet it was framed as a necessary sacrifice and an act of

love for their fellow survivors, ensuring that no one would perish from starvation. The shared

experience of this act, while horrific, also forged an unbreakable bond between them, a silent

understanding of the extreme measures they had to take to endure.

Salvaging Remains and the Ritual of Consumption

The survivors developed a system for salvaging the remains of those who had perished. This process

was carried out with as much dignity and respect as the circumstances allowed. They meticulously

prepared the flesh, often freezing it to preserve it. The consumption of these remains was not a casual

act but a solemn ritual, undertaken with immense grief and a heavy sense of responsibility. This act of

survival, while gruesome to outsiders, was viewed by the survivors as a sacred pact, a continuation of

their fight for life and a tribute to their fallen comrades whose bodies provided the sustenance for their

continued existence.

The Daring Expeditions and Eventual Rescue

While the majority of survivors remained at the crash site, conserving their energy and resources, a

small group recognized the need to actively seek help. Two courageous expeditions were launched

into the treacherous Andean terrain, led by some of the strongest and most determined survivors.

These journeys were fraught with peril, pushing the limits of human endurance and facing the same

extreme conditions that had led to the crash. The knowledge that rescue was not guaranteed, and that



their own efforts were their only hope, fueled their relentless pursuit of civilization.

Nando Parrado and Roberto Canessa's Trek

The most pivotal of these expeditions was undertaken by Nando Parrado and Roberto Canessa.

Armed with little more than determination and a few salvaged supplies, they ventured out into the vast,

snow-covered landscape. Their trek lasted for ten arduous days, battling freezing temperatures,

avalanches, and sheer exhaustion. They traversed treacherous mountain passes, their bodies pushed

to their absolute limits. Their unwavering resolve, driven by the hope of returning to their families,

became the beacon that eventually led to their salvation and the rescue of the remaining survivors.

The Signal and the Miracle of Rescue

Parrado and Canessa's incredible journey culminated in a chance encounter with a Chilean farmer

named Sergio Catalán. Recognizing the desperate state of the two men, Catalán alerted the

authorities. This crucial tip-off initiated a massive search and rescue operation. On December 23,

1972, fifty-seven days after the crash, helicopters finally reached the survivors' makeshift camp. The

sight of the rescuers was an overwhelming moment of relief and disbelief, marking the end of a

harrowing ordeal that had tested the boundaries of human survival. The 1972 Andes flight disaster

became a testament to the human spirit's capacity to endure the unimaginable.

CommonLit Answers 1: Key Themes and Discussion Points

Discussions and analyses of the 1972 Andes flight disaster, particularly in educational contexts like

CommonLit, often center on several profound themes. These discussions aim to help readers

understand the multifaceted nature of survival, the ethical complexities involved, and the psychological



impact of extreme adversity. Exploring these themes allows for a deeper appreciation of the survivors'

experiences and the lessons that can be drawn from their ordeal.

The Nature of Human Resilience and Adaptability

A primary theme explored in relation to the Andes disaster is the extraordinary resilience of the human

spirit. Survivors demonstrated an incredible capacity to adapt to an environment that was utterly hostile

to human life. This adaptability extended beyond physical endurance to psychological fortitude, as they

faced constant fear, grief, and uncertainty. Discussions often highlight how the survivors drew strength

from each other, forming a cohesive unit that prioritized collective survival over individual despair. Their

ability to improvise, innovate, and maintain hope against all odds serves as a powerful case study in

human resilience.

Ethical Dilemmas in Extreme Circumstances

The controversial decision to practice cannibalism is a central ethical dilemma that prompts significant

discussion. CommonLit materials often guide students to analyze the moral implications of such a

choice, prompting them to consider the context of survival and the absence of alternatives. Questions

often arise regarding the distinction between necessity and morality, and how societal norms are

challenged when faced with the fundamental instinct for self-preservation. The survivors' internal

debates and eventual consensus offer a compelling look at how individuals grapple with profound

ethical quandaries under immense pressure.

The Psychology of Survival and Trauma

The psychological impact of surviving such a catastrophic event is another crucial aspect explored.

Survivors experienced immense trauma, loss, and the profound effects of prolonged isolation and



extreme deprivation. Discussions may delve into the coping mechanisms employed by the survivors,

the long-term psychological effects of their experience, and how they eventually reintegrated into

society. Understanding the psychological dimension of the disaster provides insight into the mental

fortitude required to overcome such profound hardship and the lasting imprint such experiences can

leave.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the immediate cause of the plane crash in the Andes?

The Fairchild F-227 aircraft, en route from Montevideo, Uruguay, to Santiago, Chile, crashed in the

Andes Mountains due to a combination of factors. It's widely believed that the pilots, disoriented by

thick clouds and snow, misjudged their altitude and descended too low, clipping a mountain peak and

breaking the wings off the plane.

How did the survivors endure such extreme conditions for over two

months?

The survivors endured by employing remarkable resourcefulness and resilience. They utilized salvaged

materials from the plane to build shelters, conserve warmth, and collect melting snow for water.

Crucially, they resorted to cannibalism, consuming the bodies of the deceased to stave off starvation, a

decision they grappled with deeply.

What role did Nando Parrado and Roberto Canessa play in the rescue?

Nando Parrado and Roberto Canessa, along with Antonio Vizintín initially, embarked on an epic 10-

day trek through treacherous mountain terrain to find help. Parrado, in particular, showed immense

determination and leadership, eventually finding a Chilean farmer named Sergio Catalán who alerted

authorities, leading to the rescue of the remaining survivors.



What is the significance of the 'Miracle of the Andes' narrative?

The 'Miracle of the Andes' narrative refers to the astonishing survival of the passengers and crew

against overwhelming odds. It highlights the incredible human will to live, the strength of camaraderie

under extreme pressure, and the ethical dilemmas faced when survival hinges on unimaginable

choices. It's a testament to human resilience and the instinct for self-preservation.

How did the survivors cope with the psychological trauma of the

disaster?

The survivors faced immense psychological trauma, including grief, guilt, and the profound impact of

their survival decisions. Many dedicated years to processing their experiences through therapy, writing

memoirs, and speaking publicly, aiming to find meaning and to honor the memory of those lost. The

shared experience created a unique and lifelong bond among them.

What technological advancements or safety protocols, if any, were

influenced by the Andes disaster?

While the Andes disaster predates many modern aviation safety technologies, it underscored the

importance of improved navigation systems, pilot training in challenging weather conditions, and

enhanced emergency locator transmitters. The event also contributed to a broader understanding of

survival strategies in extreme environments and the psychological effects of such prolonged ordeal.

What ethical questions does the Andes flight disaster raise,

particularly regarding cannibalism?

The Andes flight disaster raises profound ethical questions about survival, morality, and the limits of

human behavior under duress. The survivors' decision to resort to cannibalism, while abhorrent to

many, is often viewed through the lens of necessity for survival. It forces contemplation on what is

morally permissible when faced with the absolute imperative to live and the respect for the deceased.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the 1972 Andes Flight Disaster, with short descriptions, suitable for

CommonLit-style answers:

1. Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and How They Survived

This memoir by Nando Parrado, one of the survivors, offers a deeply personal account of the

harrowing ordeal. He vividly recounts the crash, the extreme conditions of survival, and the ultimate

decision to undertake a treacherous journey to find help. The book explores themes of faith, resilience,

and the extraordinary lengths to which humans will go to survive. It provides an intimate perspective

on the psychological and physical toll of the disaster.

2. Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors

Piers Paul Read's comprehensive narrative compiles the testimonies of all the survivors, creating a

collective recounting of their ordeal. It meticulously details the events from the initial flight through the

rescue, focusing on the group's decision-making, their evolving understanding of their situation, and

the ethical dilemmas they faced. This book offers a broader view of the collective experience and the

group dynamics that were crucial to their survival. It is considered a foundational text for understanding

the disaster.

3. Surviving the Andes: The True Story of the Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571

This title likely offers a straightforward, factual account of the disaster, drawing on available evidence

and survivor testimonies. It would focus on the chronological events, the challenges of the

environment, and the practical aspects of survival. Readers can expect a clear and concise retelling of

the facts, highlighting the key moments and decisions made by the survivors. It serves as a good

introduction for those new to the story.

4. Andes: A Tragedy in the Mountains

This book, the title suggests, will delve into the tragic aspects of the event, potentially exploring the

human cost and the emotional impact on the survivors and their families. It might offer a more somber

and reflective tone, examining the immense loss and the psychological scars left behind. The narrative

likely emphasizes the extreme hardship and the constant struggle against nature. It could also touch



upon the societal response to the disaster.

5. The Weight of the Mountains: A Survivor's Journey

This title implies a focus on the internal journey of one or more survivors, emphasizing the emotional

and psychological weight they carried. It would likely explore their personal growth, their grappling with

trauma, and their eventual healing process. The book might use metaphorical language to describe the

challenges they faced, both externally and internally. It promises a deep dive into the individual

resilience and transformation that occurred.

6. Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571: The Story of the Andes Survivors

This title suggests a factual and historical approach to the disaster, potentially including details about

the aircraft, the passengers, and the rescue efforts from an official standpoint. It would likely present a

well-researched account, potentially incorporating historical context and contributing factors to the

crash. Readers can expect a comprehensive overview of the incident, focusing on the "what, when,

and how" of the event. It aims to provide a definitive historical record.

7. Altitude and Attitude: Facing the Andes

This book title hints at a focus on the mental fortitude and the determined spirit required to overcome

the extreme circumstances. It would likely explore the psychological strategies employed by the

survivors and the importance of their positive outlook. The narrative might highlight moments of hope

and courage amidst despair. It suggests a theme of conquering fear and doubt through sheer will.

8. The Longest Night: Survival in the Andes

This evocative title suggests a narrative that emphasizes the protracted struggle and the intense

darkness (both literal and metaphorical) the survivors endured. It likely focuses on the daily grind of

survival, the constant battle against the elements, and the fear of never being found. The book might

highlight the resilience of the human spirit when pushed to its absolute limits. It promises a dramatic

and suspenseful account of their ordeal.

9. Stranded on Ice: The Andes Flight Disaster

This title directly addresses the core predicament of the survivors, highlighting their isolation and the



unforgiving environment. It would likely detail the challenges of their confinement, their struggle for

food and shelter, and the immense psychological impact of being cut off from the world. The narrative

would focus on the harsh realities of their situation and the ingenuity required to endure. It promises a

stark and realistic portrayal of their plight.
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