the 117th congress worksheet

The 117th congress worksheet serves as an invaluable tool for understanding the legislative
landscape and the key players who shaped it during a pivotal period in American history. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the structure, composition, and significant achievements of the
117th Congress, providing insights relevant to students, researchers, and engaged citizens alike. We
will explore the diverse makeup of both the House of Representatives and the Senate, examining the
legislative priorities that defined this era and the major bills that were debated and passed.
Furthermore, this resource will offer a structured approach to analyzing the congress's impact,
helping you grasp complex governmental processes and the dynamics of legislative action.
Understanding the 117th Congress is crucial for comprehending contemporary political discourse
and policy development.
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Understanding the 117th Congress: A Legislative
Overview

The 117th United States Congress convened from January 3, 2021, to January 3, 2023, marking a
significant period characterized by national challenges and ambitious legislative agendas. This
Congress operated within a unique political climate, inheriting a nation grappling with the aftermath
of the 2020 election and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Understanding the 117th Congress is
fundamental for anyone seeking to comprehend the legislative processes and policy outcomes that
have shaped the United States in recent years. This overview will provide a foundational
understanding of its structure, key debates, and landmark achievements, offering a framework for
further exploration.

Structure and Composition of the 117th Congress: A
Detailed Look



The 117th Congress was composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate, each with
distinct roles and responsibilities in the legislative process. The composition of these chambers,
reflecting the demographics and political leanings of the nation, played a crucial role in shaping the
debates and outcomes of this congressional term. Analyzing the party affiliations, ideological
spectrum, and representation within both houses provides critical context for understanding the
legislative dynamics at play.

The House of Representatives in the 117th Congress

The House of Representatives, with its 435 voting members, represents the population of the United
States. In the 117th Congress, the Democratic Party held a narrow majority, which influenced the
types of legislation brought to the floor and the general direction of policy initiatives. The Speaker of
the House, a powerful position, was held by a Democrat, further solidifying the party's control over
the legislative agenda. Understanding the committee assignments and the seniority of
representatives is also vital for comprehending their influence on specific policy areas.

The Senate in the 117th Congress

The Senate, consisting of 100 members with two senators from each state, serves as a body of
deliberation and a check on the House. The 117th Congress saw a closely divided Senate, with both
Democratic and Republican parties holding a significant number of seats. The Vice President of the
United States, in their role as President of the Senate, holds the tie-breaking vote, making the
balance of power exceptionally critical. The confirmation of presidential appointments, the
ratification of treaties, and the impeachment trials are all exclusive responsibilities of the Senate,
highlighting its unique role.

Diversity and Representation in the 117th Congress

The 117th Congress reflected a growing diversity in its membership, with increasing numbers of
women, racial and ethnic minorities, and individuals from various professional backgrounds serving.
This diversification is crucial for ensuring that a wider range of perspectives and lived experiences
are considered in policy-making. Examining demographic trends provides insight into how the
evolving American electorate is represented in its highest legislative body. This representation is not
merely symbolic; it often influences the types of issues that are prioritized and the approaches taken
to address them.

Key Legislative Priorities and Debates of the 117th
Congress

The legislative agenda of the 117th Congress was heavily influenced by the pressing issues facing
the nation. From economic recovery and public health to infrastructure and social justice, a wide



array of priorities occupied the attention of lawmakers. The debates surrounding these issues often
highlighted deep partisan divides and the challenges of finding bipartisan consensus in a polarized
political environment. Understanding these core priorities and the accompanying debates is
essential for grasping the legislative achievements and shortcomings of this Congress.

Economic Recovery and Stimulus Measures

Following the economic disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, economic recovery and
stimulus packages were at the forefront of the 117th Congress's agenda. Debates centered on the
scope and scale of government intervention, the distribution of aid, and the long-term economic
implications of various proposals. The American Rescue Plan, a significant piece of legislation, aimed
to address the pandemic's economic fallout and provide relief to individuals, businesses, and state
and local governments.

Infrastructure and Investment

A bipartisan infrastructure bill was a major legislative undertaking during the 117th Congress,
aiming to modernize the nation's aging infrastructure. Discussions involved the types of projects to
be funded, the allocation of resources, and the mechanisms for financing these large-scale
investments. The bill addressed improvements in roads, bridges, public transit, broadband internet,
and clean water systems, reflecting a commitment to long-term national development.

Climate Change and Environmental Policy

Addressing climate change and advancing environmental policies were also significant priorities.
Debates encompassed renewable energy initiatives, emissions reductions, and investments in green
technologies. Legislation and executive actions aimed at rejoining international climate agreements
and promoting sustainable practices underscored the growing recognition of the urgency of
environmental issues.

Social Justice and Healthcare

Issues related to social justice and healthcare reform continued to be prominent throughout the
117th Congress. Discussions often revolved around access to affordable healthcare, racial equity,
voting rights, and criminal justice reform. These debates frequently revealed deeply entrenched
societal divisions and the complexities of enacting broad-reaching social policy changes.

Significant Legislation Passed by the 117th Congress



While facing numerous challenges, the 117th Congress successfully passed several landmark pieces
of legislation that have had a profound impact on American society. These legislative achievements
represent the culmination of intense negotiation, debate, and political maneuvering, reflecting the
priorities and compromises of the era. Examining these key bills provides concrete examples of the
Congress's output and its influence on the nation's trajectory.

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021

This comprehensive stimulus package was designed to provide economic relief in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It included provisions for direct payments to individuals, enhanced
unemployment benefits, funding for vaccination efforts, and aid to state and local governments. The
bill aimed to bolster the economy and mitigate the severe consequences of the pandemic.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

This bipartisan bill allocated substantial funding for repairing and upgrading America's
infrastructure. It addressed improvements to transportation networks, including roads, bridges, and
public transit, as well as investments in broadband internet expansion, water infrastructure, and the
electric grid. The act represents a significant commitment to modernizing the nation's physical
foundations.

The CHIPS and Science Act

This legislation aimed to boost domestic semiconductor manufacturing and scientific research. It
provided incentives for companies to build chip fabrication plants in the United States and increased
funding for scientific research and development. The act was seen as crucial for national security
and economic competitiveness in a globalized technological landscape.

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022

This multifaceted bill addressed a range of issues, including climate change, healthcare costs, and
taxation. It included provisions to lower prescription drug prices, invest in clean energy, and
implement a corporate minimum tax. The act represented a significant effort to address long-
standing economic and environmental concerns.

Tools for Analyzing the 117th Congress

Engaging with the legislative work of the 117th Congress requires utilizing various tools and
resources that provide data, analysis, and historical context. For students, researchers, or any



individual interested in a deeper understanding, these tools offer pathways to explore specific bills,
track voting records, and analyze the impact of congressional action. Utilizing a structured approach
can demystify the complex workings of government.

Government Websites and Archives

Official government websites, such as those of the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the
Library of Congress, are primary sources for legislative information. These platforms provide access
to bills, committee reports, voting records, and transcripts of floor debates. The National Archives
also serves as a repository for historical congressional documents, offering a comprehensive view of
past legislative sessions.

Non-Partisan Research Organizations

Numerous non-partisan organizations and think tanks conduct in-depth research and analysis of
congressional activities. These groups often publish reports, policy briefs, and data visualizations
that break down complex legislation, track legislative trends, and assess the impact of enacted laws.
They provide objective perspectives that can aid in understanding the nuances of congressional
action.

Academic Databases and Journals

For in-depth academic research, scholarly databases and peer-reviewed journals offer rigorous
analysis of the 117th Congress. These resources provide access to scholarly articles that delve into
specific policy areas, legislative strategies, and the historical context of congressional decisions.
Such sources are invaluable for students and researchers seeking a comprehensive and critical
understanding.

Voting Record Trackers

Websites and databases dedicated to tracking congressional voting records allow users to see how
individual members voted on specific legislation. This data is crucial for understanding party
discipline, ideological alignments, and the decision-making processes of representatives and
senators. Analyzing these records can reveal patterns and trends in legislative behavior.

The 117th Congress, with its unique challenges and accomplishments, provides a rich subject for
study and analysis. By utilizing the resources and frameworks outlined, individuals can gain a
thorough understanding of its legislative output, the forces that shaped its agenda, and its lasting
impact on the nation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were some of the major legislative priorities of the 117th
Congress?

Key legislative priorities included the American Rescue Plan (COVID-19 relief), infrastructure
investment (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law), voting rights legislation, climate change initiatives, and
efforts to address social and economic inequality.

What was the significance of the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law passed by the 117th Congress?

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, also known as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,
represented a significant investment in America's roads, bridges, public transit, water pipes,
broadband internet, and the electric grid, aiming to create jobs and boost economic growth.

How did the 117th Congress address the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic?

The 117th Congress passed the American Rescue Plan, providing substantial funding for vaccine
distribution, economic relief to individuals and businesses, and support for state and local
governments to combat the pandemic's effects.

Were there any major Supreme Court confirmations during
the 117th Congress?

Yes, the most significant Supreme Court confirmation was Ketanji Brown Jackson, who was
confirmed to the Supreme Court in April 2022, becoming the first Black woman to serve on the
nation's highest court.

What were some of the challenges the 117th Congress faced?

The 117th Congress navigated a highly polarized political environment, faced significant partisan
divisions, grappled with the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and dealt with issues like
the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan and rising inflation.

Did the 117th Congress make any significant progress on
climate change legislation?

While comprehensive climate legislation proved difficult to pass, the Inflation Reduction Act, signed
in August 2022, included substantial investments in clean energy and climate resilience,
representing the largest climate action in U.S. history.

What was the composition of the House and Senate during the



117th Congress?

The 117th Congress was characterized by a narrow Democratic majority in both the House of
Representatives and the Senate. This close balance often led to intense negotiations and challenges
in passing legislation.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the 117th Congress, with short descriptions:

1. The Art of the Possible: Negotiating in the Modern Congress

This book delves into the intricate world of legislative negotiation during a period of intense partisan
division. It explores strategies, challenges, and the compromises that defined the 117th Congress,
highlighting how lawmakers worked to achieve their goals amidst significant political headwinds.
Readers will gain insight into the behind-the-scenes maneuvering that shaped key legislation and
policy debates.

2. Divided Nation, Divided House: The Dynamics of the 117th Congress

Examining the deep political polarization of the era, this title analyzes how party lines solidified and
impacted legislative productivity. It dissects the key voting blocs, the role of leadership in managing
a divided chamber, and the implications for American governance. The book offers a critical look at
the forces that made consensus-building a rare commodity.

3. Governing in Crisis: Policy Responses of the 117th Congress

This work focuses on the legislative responses to major national and international crises faced by the
United States during the 117th Congress. It covers significant policy initiatives related to public
health, economic recovery, and foreign affairs, assessing their effectiveness and the political debates
surrounding their implementation. The book provides a comprehensive overview of how Congress
grappled with pressing challenges.

4. The People's Voice: Representation and the 117th Congress

This title explores how the diverse voices and concerns of the American populace were reflected, or
not, within the legislative agenda of the 117th Congress. It examines the influence of constituent
pressures, advocacy groups, and demographic shifts on the decisions made by elected officials. The
book offers a lens through which to understand the relationship between the public and their
representatives.

5. Navigating the Filibuster: Obstruction and Progress in the Senate

Focusing on the United States Senate during the 117th Congress, this book analyzes the persistent
use and impact of the filibuster. It details instances where legislative progress was stalled or
facilitated by this procedural tool and discusses the ongoing debates about its reform. The work
provides a deep dive into one of the Senate's most defining and controversial features.

6. The Bipartisan Breakthroughs: Uncommon Cooperation in a Polarized Era

Despite the overall atmosphere of division, this book highlights instances where members of
opposing parties found common ground and achieved legislative success. It profiles specific
bipartisan efforts, examining the factors that enabled them and the lessons learned for future
cooperation. The title offers an optimistic counterpoint to narratives of perpetual partisan conflict.

7. Legislative Architectures: Rebuilding the Framework of American Governance



This book takes a structural approach to understanding the 117th Congress, looking at how
institutional rules, committee structures, and congressional norms evolved or were challenged. It
investigates efforts to reform or adapt legislative processes in response to contemporary political
realities. The work provides a meta-analysis of the very mechanisms by which laws are made.

8. Power and Influence: Lobbying and Special Interests in the 117th Congress

This title investigates the significant role of lobbying and special interest groups in shaping the
legislative outcomes of the 117th Congress. It analyzes campaign finance, advocacy strategies, and
the influence of various industries and organizations on policy debates. The book offers a critical
examination of the forces that exert pressure on lawmakers.

9. The Unfinished Agenda: Legacy and Future of the 117th Congress

Concluding with a look towards the future, this book assesses the lasting impact and unresolved
issues left by the legislative work of the 117th Congress. It reflects on the key policies enacted and
the ongoing debates that will continue to shape American society. The title serves as a retrospective
and a forward-looking analysis of a pivotal period in Congress.
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