
teachings of the prophet joseph smith

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith form the bedrock of modern
revelation and the doctrines of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. His profound insights into the nature of God, the plan of salvation,
and the organization of Christ's church offer a unique and comprehensive
understanding of divine will. This article delves into the core principles
and foundational doctrines he revealed, exploring his teachings on the
Godhead, the resurrection, eternal marriage, the purpose of life, and the
restoration of ancient truths. We will examine how these teachings provide
guidance for Latter-day Saints in their daily lives and their eternal
journey, emphasizing the importance of faith, repentance, and covenant-
keeping as taught by Joseph Smith.
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The Restoration of the Gospel and Priesthood
Authority

One of the most central teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith is the concept
of a Great Apostasy following the death of the original apostles and the
subsequent necessary Restoration of the full gospel of Jesus Christ. He
taught that after the ascension of Jesus Christ and the martyrdom of His
apostles, the true doctrines of Christianity were corrupted, and the
authority of the priesthood was taken from the earth. Joseph Smith’s First
Vision, where he saw God the Eternal Father and Jesus Christ, marked the
beginning of this divine restoration. He was instructed not to join any
existing church, as they had all "gone astray." This pivotal experience
initiated the process of re-establishing Christ’s church with its original
organization, including the restoration of the holy priesthood.

The First Vision and the Call of a Prophet

The Prophet Joseph Smith’s account of the First Vision is foundational to the



beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He described
going into the woods to pray about which church to join, seeking divine
guidance. In response, he witnessed two personages of light, God the Eternal
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. This miraculous event affirmed the reality
of God and Jesus Christ as separate beings, dispelling traditional
Trinitarian concepts held by many Christian denominations at the time and
laying the groundwork for further divine revelations. It was a direct
confirmation that God still communicated with humanity and that a prophet was
needed to lead His church again.

The Restoration of Priesthood Keys and Authority

Following the First Vision, Joseph Smith continued to receive revelations and
angelic visitations. Key among these was the bestowal of the Aaronic and
Melchizedek Priesthoods upon him and Oliver Cowdery. John the Baptist, a
resurrected being, appeared and restored the Aaronic Priesthood, which holds
the keys of the ministering of angels, the gospel of repentance, and baptism
by immersion. Later, the ancient apostles Peter, James, and John restored the
Melchizedek Priesthood, which holds the keys of the mysteries of God and
confers the authority to act in the name of God for the salvation of men.
This restoration of priesthood authority was essential for the administration
of ordinances and the governance of the newly established Church.

Understanding the Godhead: Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith offer a unique perspective on the
Godhead, which consists of three distinct personages: God the Eternal Father,
His Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. This understanding contrasts with
traditional Christian doctrines of the Trinity, which often describe God as
one being in three persons. Joseph Smith’s revelations clarified that the
Father and the Son are glorified, perfected beings with tangible bodies of
flesh and bone, while the Holy Ghost is a personage of spirit, without a
physical body.

Distinct Beings, Unified Purpose

Joseph Smith taught that while the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are united in
purpose and will, they are distinct individuals. The Eternal Father is the
literal Father of the spirits of all mankind. Jesus Christ is His Only
Begotten Son in the flesh, the Savior and Redeemer of the world. The Holy
Ghost is a divine messenger, a comforter, and a revealer of truth. This
distinct yet unified nature of the Godhead has profound implications for
understanding divine communication, the plan of salvation, and the personal
relationship individuals can have with each Heavenly being.

The Fatherhood of God and the Sonship of Christ



Central to Joseph Smith’s teachings is the doctrine of God as the literal
Father of all spirits. This concept emphasizes a loving and eternal
relationship between God and His children, fostering a sense of divine
parentage and inherent worth. As Jesus Christ is the Son of God, His role as
the Mediator, Redeemer, and Savior is paramount. The teachings highlight the
immense love the Father and the Son have for humanity, evidenced by the
Father’s willingness to send His Son to atone for the sins of the world, a
sacrifice that makes eternal life possible for all who believe and obey.

The Plan of Salvation and the Pre-mortal
Existence

The Prophet Joseph Smith’s revelations illuminated a grand and eternal
perspective on the plan of salvation. This plan, often referred to as the
Eternal Plan of Happiness, encompasses our existence before birth, our life
on earth, and our eternal destiny beyond the grave. A crucial element of this
plan, revealed through Joseph Smith, is the doctrine of a pre-mortal
existence, where all spirits lived with God before coming to earth.

Our Pre-mortal Life with God

Joseph Smith taught that before the creation of the earth, all spirits,
including ours, resided in the presence of God. In this pre-mortal council,
God presented a plan for His children to gain experience, learn obedience,
and progress toward becoming like Him. This plan involved coming to earth,
receiving a physical body, and being tested. The opportunity to choose
between following God’s plan or rebelling against it was central to this pre-
mortal experience, with Lucifer’s proposal leading to his and his followers’
expulsion and the establishment of a mortal probation for the rest.

The Purpose of Mortal Life

Mortal life, according to the teachings of Joseph Smith, is a critical period
for spiritual growth and development. It is an opportunity to gain
experience, learn righteousness, and demonstrate our willingness to follow
Jesus Christ. The challenges and temptations of this life are designed to
refine our character and prepare us for eternal progression. Through faith,
repentance, and obedience to divine commandments, individuals can overcome
sin and error, preparing themselves to return to live in the presence of God.

The Doctrine of the Resurrection and Eternal
Life

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith profoundly clarify the doctrines of
resurrection and eternal life, offering hope and understanding regarding the
afterlife. He revealed that resurrection is a certainty for all mankind, a
direct result of Christ's atoning sacrifice, and not merely a spiritual



concept but the reuniting of the spirit and the perfected body.

The Universal Resurrection

Joseph Smith taught that the resurrection is an unconditional blessing made
possible by the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Every person who has ever
lived on the earth will be resurrected. This resurrection will involve the
reunification of the spirit with a physical body, though the body will be
spiritualized and perfected, free from the limitations of mortality such as
sickness and death. This doctrine offers comfort and assurance that death is
not the end but a transition to a new phase of existence.

Conditional Eternal Life

While resurrection is universal, eternal life, or exaltation, is conditional.
It is the highest state of happiness and glory, where individuals can live in
the presence of God and continue to progress eternally. This celestial
inheritance is available to those who have exercised faith in Jesus Christ,
repented of their sins, received the ordinances of salvation, and continued
in obedience to God’s commandments throughout their lives. The teachings of
Joseph Smith emphasize that this is the ultimate goal of God’s plan, to bring
His children to a state of eternal increase and happiness.

Eternal Marriage and the Family Unit

A cornerstone of the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith is the eternal
nature of marriage and the family. He revealed that marriage is not merely a
civil contract for this life but an ordinance that, when performed by proper
priesthood authority and sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, can bind
couples together for eternity.

Celestial Marriage and Family Bonds

Joseph Smith taught that the highest form of marriage, known as celestial
marriage, can eternalize the bond between a man and a woman. When a couple is
sealed in a temple for time and eternity, their marriage continues beyond
death, allowing them to live together and raise families in the eternal
realms. This doctrine elevates the family unit to a central place in God’s
plan, emphasizing its importance in the progression of individuals and
eternal families.

The Eternal Progression of Families

The teachings of Joseph Smith reveal that families are designed to continue
in the eternities. Children born into eternal marriages are considered heirs
to the blessings of eternity. Furthermore, the work done in temples allows



for the sealing of deceased ancestors, making it possible for families to be
reunited in the life to come. This eternal perspective on family provides
profound meaning and purpose to marriage and parenthood, underscoring the
enduring nature of righteous relationships.

The Role of Temples in Latter-day Saint
Teachings

The Prophet Joseph Smith’s revelations brought forth the crucial importance
of temples as sacred edifices where divine ordinances are performed. Temples
are considered the house of the Lord, a place where sacred covenants are made
and where individuals can draw closer to God.

Ordinances for the Living and the Dead

Temples are the only places where specific ordinances essential for eternal
salvation can be performed, including baptism for the dead and the endowment
and sealing ordinances for both the living and the deceased. Joseph Smith
taught that those who die without a knowledge of the gospel can still receive
its blessings through proxy work performed in temples by living descendants
or representatives. This principle of vicarious work highlights God’s
infinite mercy and justice.

Covenants and Blessings of Temple Worship

Entering a temple signifies a commitment to live a higher standard of
righteousness, often referred to as living a temple recommend worthy life.
Inside, members participate in sacred ceremonies that teach them about God’s
plan and their role within it. The covenants made in the temple are profound
promises to God and are accompanied by promises of divine protection,
guidance, and increased spiritual strength. Temple worship is a vital aspect
of the teachings of Joseph Smith, providing a pathway to exaltation.

The Importance of Scripture: The Bible, Book of
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of
Great Price

The Prophet Joseph Smith’s ministry was marked by the reception of new
scripture that, in conjunction with the Bible, provides a more complete
understanding of God’s word and His plan for humanity. He emphasized the need
for multiple witnesses and a broader scope of revelation to address the needs
of all people.



Additional Witnesses for Jesus Christ

The Book of Mormon, another testament of Jesus Christ, is a central scripture
revealed through Joseph Smith. It contains the religious history of ancient
peoples who lived on the American continent and testifies of Jesus Christ’s
divinity and His visit to the peoples of the Western Hemisphere after His
resurrection. Alongside the Bible, it serves as a powerful witness of the
Savior’s gospel, fulfilling prophecy and reinforcing divine truths.

Modern Revelations and Doctrinal Expansions

The Doctrine and Covenants is a compilation of revelations given to Joseph
Smith and his successors, providing further doctrinal explanations,
administrative guidance for the Church, and instructions on various aspects
of the gospel. The Pearl of Great Price contains selections from Joseph
Smith’s writings, including his translation of the Book of Abraham and his
own inspired accounts of creation and the early days of the Restoration.
Together, these scriptures provide a comprehensive body of doctrine that
illuminates the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

Living the Gospel: Faith, Repentance, and
Covenants

The practical application of the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith
centers on a life of faith, repentance, and covenant-keeping. These
principles are not merely theological concepts but the very essence of how
one progresses toward eternal life and becomes more Christlike.

The First Principles of the Gospel

Joseph Smith taught that faith in Jesus Christ is the first principle of the
gospel, enabling individuals to exercise their agency and seek divine help.
Repentance, the second principle, involves a sincere change of heart and
mind, turning away from sin and toward God. These two principles are closely
followed by baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, an ordinance
administered by proper priesthood authority, which washes away transgressions
and initiates a covenant relationship with God.

Keeping Covenants and Enduring to the End

A consistent theme in Joseph Smith’s teachings is the importance of making
and keeping sacred covenants. These are promises made with God, often in
connection with priesthood ordinances. Enduring to the end means remaining
steadfast in faith, continuing in repentance, and faithfully honoring these
covenants throughout one’s life. By living according to these principles,
individuals can receive the promised blessings of eternal life and become
heirs to the kingdom of God, following the divine pattern laid out in the



teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the First Vision
according to Joseph Smith's teachings?

Joseph Smith taught that the First Vision was a divine manifestation where
God the Father and Jesus Christ appeared to him, revealing that the true
church had fallen into apostasy and needed to be restored. It's considered
the foundational event of the latter-day restoration.

How did Joseph Smith teach about the nature of God
and Jesus Christ?

Joseph Smith taught that God the Father and Jesus Christ are separate,
distinct beings with glorified, physical bodies, dispelling the traditional
Trinitarian doctrine. He emphasized that humans are spirit children of God
and can progress towards eternal life through faith and obedience.

What did Joseph Smith teach about the Book of
Mormon's role in the latter days?

Joseph Smith taught that the Book of Mormon is a 'new testament' of Jesus
Christ, serving as another witness to His divinity and teachings. He
presented it as a record of ancient peoples in the Americas and a key
instrument in the prophesied gathering of Israel and the spread of the gospel
in the latter days.

What was Joseph Smith's teaching on temples and their
purpose?

Joseph Smith taught that temples are 'houses of the Lord' where sacred
ordinances, such as eternal marriage (sealing) and baptisms for the dead, are
performed. These ordinances, he taught, are essential for the exaltation and
eternal progression of God's children.

How did Joseph Smith's teachings address the concept
of eternal progression?

Joseph Smith taught that the plan of salvation is designed for eternal
progression, meaning that individuals can continue to learn, grow, and become
more like God throughout eternity. This includes the potential for humans to
become gods themselves, inheriting all that the Father hath.

What is the doctrine of the 'restoration' as taught
by Joseph Smith?

Joseph Smith taught that after the death of the original apostles, a Great
Apostasy occurred, leading to a loss of divine authority and corrupted
doctrines. He was divinely appointed to restore the original church,



priesthood authority, and fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the
earth.

What did Joseph Smith teach about the pre-mortal
existence and the plan of salvation?

Joseph Smith taught about a pre-mortal existence where all spirits lived with
God before coming to earth. He presented the mortal life as a crucial period
for gaining a physical body, experiencing trials, and learning to choose
between good and evil, all part of a larger plan for eternal salvation and
exaltation.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
with short descriptions:

1. Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon
This book delves into the foundational events surrounding the translation of
the Book of Mormon. It explores Joseph Smith's claims of divine intervention,
the angelic visitations, and the historical context of the manuscript's
emergence. The text often highlights the doctrinal significance of the Book
of Mormon as a testament to Jesus Christ and a witness to the restored
gospel.

2. The Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith
A comprehensive compilation of Joseph Smith's discourses, sermons, and
writings, this volume offers direct insight into his doctrinal explanations.
It covers a vast array of topics, including the nature of God, the plan of
salvation, the Priesthood, and the organization of the Church. Readers gain a
firsthand understanding of the principles he taught and the vision he
articulated.

3. Joseph Smith: A Testimony of the Book of Mormon
This title likely focuses on Joseph Smith's personal spiritual experiences
and confirmations of the Book of Mormon's divine origin. It would explore his
unwavering commitment to its authenticity and the profound impact it had on
his life and ministry. The book aims to reinforce faith in the Book of Mormon
by presenting the Prophet's own testimony.

4. Restoration: The Life and Teachings of Joseph Smith
This work provides a biographical account of Joseph Smith's life, interwoven
with his key spiritual and doctrinal teachings. It traces his journey from
his First Vision to the martyrdom, emphasizing how his life experiences
shaped and informed his understanding of the gospel. The book showcases his
role as the instrument through which God restored the ancient Church.

5. Doctrines of Salvation: Selected from the Sermons and Writings of Joseph
Smith
This book meticulously extracts and organizes core doctrines taught by Joseph
Smith, often presented in a systematic and accessible manner. It aims to
clarify complex theological concepts and their practical application in the
lives of believers. The focus is on the essential truths revealed through the
Prophet that form the bedrock of modern Christian belief.

6. The Revelations of Joseph Smith
This title would center on the divine communications received by Joseph



Smith, primarily as recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants. It examines the
circumstances of these revelations, their intended audience, and the enduring
principles they contain. The book underscores Joseph Smith's role as a
prophet receiving and delivering God's will for His Church in the latter
days.

7. Joseph Smith's Missionary Message
This book explores the core tenets of the restored gospel as presented by
Joseph Smith to the world. It likely analyzes his early preaching, his
efforts to share the Book of Mormon, and the fundamental message of the
restored Church. The focus would be on the persuasive power and spiritual
urgency of his evangelistic efforts.

8. The Eternal Marriage and Family Principles of Joseph Smith
This work specifically addresses Joseph Smith's teachings on the eternal
nature of marriage and the family unit. It would explore concepts like
celestial marriage, eternal families, and the divine purpose of procreation
within God's plan. The book highlights the Prophet's insights into building
strong, everlasting familial bonds.

9. Joseph Smith's Visionary Theology
This title delves into the innovative and expansive theological
understandings introduced by Joseph Smith. It would likely cover his
teachings on premortal existence, the nature of the Godhead, the potential
for human progression, and the concept of divine temples. The book showcases
how his revelations expanded traditional Christian theology.

Teachings Of The Prophet Joseph Smith

Teachings Of The Prophet Joseph Smith

Related Articles
technology used by probation officers
task analysis tying shoes
the american odyssey a history of the united states 2

Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-38/teachings-of-the-prophet-joseph-smith.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-38/technology-used-by-probation-officers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-38/task-analysis-tying-shoes.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-38/the-american-odyssey-a-history-of-the-united-states-2.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

