
susan wise bauer story of the world
susan wise bauer story of the world has revolutionized how families approach history education.
This comprehensive curriculum, beloved by homeschooling parents and educators alike, offers a
captivating journey through human civilization from its earliest beginnings to the modern era. More
than just a collection of facts, Bauer’s approach emphasizes narrative, making history come alive for
learners of all ages. This article delves into the core philosophy behind "The Story of the World,"
explores its multifaceted components, discusses its pedagogical strengths, and examines its
enduring impact on historical understanding. We will uncover how this series fosters a love of
learning and equips students with a broad, interconnected view of humanity's past.

The Vision Behind Susan Wise Bauer's Story of the
World

Susan Wise Bauer's "The Story of the World" was born from a desire to make history accessible,
engaging, and meaningful for children. Dissatisfied with dry, fact-heavy textbooks, Bauer envisioned
a curriculum that would tell history as a grand narrative, emphasizing the interconnectedness of
events and the human stories behind them. Her goal was to move beyond rote memorization and
cultivate a genuine understanding and appreciation for the sweep of human experience.

A Narrative Approach to History

At its heart, "The Story of the World" is a masterclass in historical storytelling. Bauer crafts each
chapter as a compelling narrative, drawing readers into the lives of people from different eras and
cultures. This narrative approach is crucial because it allows children to connect with historical
figures and events on an emotional level, making the past more relatable and memorable. By
focusing on the 'who, what, where, and why' in a captivating manner, the curriculum transforms
abstract historical concepts into tangible stories.

The Philosophy of Classical Education

The "Story of the World" series is deeply rooted in the principles of classical education. This
educational philosophy emphasizes a liberal arts approach, aiming to equip students with a broad
understanding of human knowledge and culture. Bauer’s curriculum aligns with this by presenting
history as a foundational subject that informs other areas of study, such as literature, geography,
and even science. The structured progression through historical periods also mirrors the classical
model of education, building knowledge systematically.



Components of The Story of the World Curriculum

"The Story of the World" is not a single book but a comprehensive curriculum designed for a multi-
year learning experience. Its strength lies in its integration of various components, each serving a
specific purpose in enriching the historical learning process for students.

The Story of the World Books (Volumes 1-4)

The core of the curriculum is the four-volume series itself. Each volume covers a distinct period of
history:

Volume 1: Ancient Times (from the earliest humans to the fall of the Roman Empire)

Volume 2: Early Modern Times (from the fall of Rome to the discovery of the Americas)

Volume 3: The Modern Age (from the Renaissance to World War I)

Volume 4: The Present Day (from World War I to the early 21st century)

These books are written in an accessible, engaging style, making complex historical periods
understandable for children. Bauer’s narrative prowess ensures that each chapter feels like an
adventure through time.

Activity Books

To complement the narrative of the main books, activity books provide hands-on learning
opportunities. These often include:

Map exercises to help students visualize geographical contexts.

Craft ideas related to historical periods and cultures.

Review questions to reinforce learning.

Suggestions for further reading and research.

The activity books are designed to reinforce the information presented in the main text through
active engagement, fostering deeper comprehension and retention.

Tests and Answer Keys



For those who prefer a more structured assessment of learning, accompanying tests and answer
keys are available. These provide a way for parents and educators to gauge student understanding
of the material covered in each chapter or section of the curriculum. They are designed to assess
comprehension rather than simply recall of facts, aligning with the narrative and conceptual focus of
the series.

Audio Editions

Recognizing different learning styles and preferences, Susan Wise Bauer and her team have
produced audio editions of "The Story of the World." These recordings bring the narratives to life
through engaging narration, making them ideal for auditory learners, car trips, or simply for re-
listening to reinforce concepts. The audio format adds another dimension to the immersive historical
experience.

Pedagogical Strengths of The Story of the World

The enduring popularity of "The Story of the World" stems from its numerous pedagogical strengths.
Bauer’s approach is thoughtfully designed to cater to how children learn best, promoting both
knowledge acquisition and critical thinking skills.

Engaging Storytelling for Retention

One of the most significant strengths of "The Story of the World" is its unparalleled ability to engage
young minds. By framing historical events within compelling narratives, Bauer makes history
exciting and memorable. This narrative structure allows for better information retention, as children
are more likely to remember stories than isolated facts. The chronological progression also helps
students build a coherent timeline of historical events.

Fostering a Love of Learning

Beyond mere academic instruction, Bauer's curriculum aims to cultivate a genuine love for learning.
The captivating storytelling, integrated activities, and the overall holistic approach inspire curiosity
and a desire to explore the past further. This intrinsic motivation is invaluable for lifelong learning
and encourages students to see history not as a chore but as an adventure.

Cross-Curricular Connections

As a product of classical education philosophy, "The Story of the World" naturally encourages cross-
curricular connections. History is presented as an interwoven tapestry that connects with



geography, literature, art, and even science. For instance, when discussing ancient civilizations,
students might explore their mythology (literature), their maps (geography), their architecture (art),
and their early scientific discoveries. This holistic view helps students understand how different
fields of knowledge have developed and influenced one another.

Adaptability for Different Age Groups

While primarily designed for elementary and middle school students, "The Story of the World" is
highly adaptable. Educators and parents can tailor the depth of study and the complexity of the
activities to suit the specific age and developmental level of the child. Younger children can focus on
the core narratives and simpler crafts, while older students can delve deeper into research,
discussions, and more complex projects, making it a versatile educational tool.

The Impact and Legacy of The Story of the World

"The Story of the World" has left an indelible mark on history education, particularly within the
homeschooling community. Its success is a testament to Bauer's innovative approach and her ability
to connect with both students and educators.

A Cornerstone of Homeschooling Education

For countless homeschooling families, "The Story of the World" has become a foundational
curriculum. Its comprehensive nature, engaging content, and ease of implementation make it an
attractive choice for parents seeking a robust history education for their children. The series
provides a structured yet flexible framework that allows families to personalize their learning
journey.

Encouraging Global Citizenship

By covering a vast span of human history from diverse cultures and civilizations, "The Story of the
World" inherently promotes global awareness and understanding. Students learn about the
achievements and challenges of people from around the world, fostering empathy and a sense of
interconnectedness. This broad perspective is essential for developing informed and responsible
global citizens in an increasingly interconnected world.

Inspiring Future Historians and Thinkers

The way "The Story of the World" presents history can spark a lifelong passion for the subject. By
making history relatable and exciting, it can inspire students to pursue further studies in history,



archaeology, anthropology, or related fields. More broadly, the critical thinking and analytical skills
developed through engaging with historical narratives can benefit students in any academic or
professional path they choose.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core philosophy behind Susan Wise Bauer's 'The
Story of the World' curriculum?
The core philosophy is to present history in a captivating, narrative-driven format, fostering a love
for learning and understanding the interconnectedness of historical events. It emphasizes
chronological learning and aims to make history accessible and engaging for children of various
ages.

How does 'The Story of the World' approach the concept of
differing historical perspectives or biases?
While 'The Story of the World' primarily offers a general chronological overview, Bauer
acknowledges the importance of discussing different interpretations. Parents and educators are
encouraged to supplement the readings with discussions about various viewpoints, critical thinking
exercises, and further research as children mature.

What are some of the common criticisms leveled against 'The
Story of the World'?
Common criticisms often revolve around a perceived lack of depth in certain historical periods,
potential Western-centric biases in some narratives, and a simplified approach to complex or
sensitive topics. Some also find the tone overly simplistic for older children without significant
supplemental material.

How has 'The Story of the World' evolved since its initial
publication, and what are the main differences between the
volumes?
'The Story of the World' is divided into four volumes, each covering a distinct historical period:
Volume 1 (Ancient Times), Volume 2 (The Middle Ages), Volume 3 (Early Modern Times), and
Volume 4 (The Modern Age). Each volume builds upon the previous one chronologically, introducing
new eras and civilizations.

What are some popular supplementary resources or activities
that are often used with 'The Story of the World' curriculum?
Popular supplements include activity books, coloring pages, notebook pages, timeline cards, hands-
on crafts, historical fiction reading lists, documentary viewings, and field trips. Many homeschooling
communities also share their own creative project ideas.



Is 'The Story of the World' suitable for secular homeschooling
families, or is it primarily intended for religious education?
While 'The Story of the World' is often embraced by Christian homeschooling families and may
contain some occasional religious references, its core content is broadly historical and chronological.
Many secular homeschooling families use it effectively by simply focusing on the historical
narratives and supplementing with secular resources for religious or cultural aspects they wish to
explore further.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Susan Wise Bauer's The Story of the World, along with short
descriptions:

1. The Story of the World, Vol. 1: Ancient Times - From the Very Beginning to the Fall of Rome
This foundational text introduces young readers to the grand sweep of ancient history. It covers the
creation of the world, early civilizations like Mesopotamia and Egypt, the rise and fall of empires,
and significant figures and events that shaped the ancient world. The engaging narrative aims to
make history accessible and exciting for elementary-aged children.

2. The Story of the World, Vol. 2: Early Modern Times - From the Fall of Rome to the Age of
Exploration
Continuing the historical journey, this volume bridges the gap between antiquity and the modern
era. It explores the medieval period, the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic Golden Age, the Viking
explorations, and the beginnings of major European powers. The book highlights the
interconnectedness of cultures and the significant developments that led to the Age of Exploration.

3. The Story of the World, Vol. 3: Modern Times - From the Renaissance to the End of World War I
This volume brings readers into the dynamic period of modern history, starting with the rebirth of
art and learning in the Renaissance. It covers the Reformation, the Age of Exploration, the
Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, and the major conflicts that reshaped the global
landscape, culminating in the end of World War I. The narrative focuses on key innovations, societal
changes, and the rise of influential nations.

4. The Story of the World, Vol. 4: The Modern Age - From the End of World War I to the Present Day
The final volume in the series concludes the historical narrative by examining the 20th and 21st
centuries. It delves into the interwar period, World War II, the Cold War, decolonization,
technological advancements, and contemporary global issues. The book encourages critical thinking
about the challenges and triumphs of recent history.

5. The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home
While not directly a history book, this comprehensive guide by Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise
outlines the principles of classical education, for which The Story of the World is a cornerstone. It
details how to structure a curriculum, including history, literature, and other subjects, to foster
intellectual growth and critical thinking from elementary through high school. It's an essential
companion for parents implementing a classical homeschooling approach.

6. The History of Ancient Greece (A "Story of the World" Companion Book)
This companion book offers a more in-depth exploration of ancient Greek civilization, expanding on



the material presented in The Story of the World, Vol. 1. It delves deeper into Greek mythology,
philosophy, democracy, warfare, and art. Designed to supplement the main text, it provides further
context and engaging details for young historians.

7. The History of the Ancient Egyptians (A "Story of the World" Companion Book)
Similar to the Greek companion, this book provides a focused look at ancient Egyptian history,
elaborating on the chapters in the first volume of The Story of the World. It details Egyptian
pharaohs, pyramids, hieroglyphs, religious beliefs, and daily life along the Nile. The aim is to offer a
richer understanding of this influential ancient culture.

8. The History of the Medieval World (A "Story of the World" Companion Book)
This companion volume unpacks the rich tapestry of the medieval period, expanding on the content
found in The Story of the World, Vol. 2. It explores knights, castles, the rise of Christianity and
Islam, significant rulers, and the cultural exchange between different societies. It offers a more
detailed and engaging perspective on the "Middle Ages."

9. The History of the Renaissance (A "Story of the World" Companion Book)
This book serves as an in-depth exploration of the Renaissance, a pivotal era covered in The Story of
the World, Vol. 3. It highlights the masterpieces of art, the scientific discoveries, the influential
thinkers, and the spirit of inquiry that characterized this period of rebirth and innovation in Europe.
It aims to spark a greater appreciation for this transformative historical era.
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