
susan cooper the dark is rising
susan cooper the dark is rising is a seminal work of fantasy literature,
captivating readers with its rich mythology, compelling characters, and
timeless exploration of good versus evil. This article delves deep into the
magic and mystery of Susan Cooper's acclaimed novel, examining its core
themes, the intricate world-building, and its enduring impact on young adult
fantasy. We will explore the novel's origins, its place within the broader
"The Dark Is Rising" series, and the archetypal struggles that make it
resonate with audiences across generations. Prepare to journey into a world
where ancient prophecies stir, and the fate of humanity rests on the
shoulders of a reluctant hero.
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Susan Cooper's The Dark Is Rising: An Overview
Susan Cooper's novel, The Dark Is Rising, stands as a cornerstone of modern
fantasy for young readers. Published in 1973, it is the second book in what
would become the acclaimed "The Dark Is Rising" series, though it often
functions as a powerful standalone narrative. The story plunges readers into
a contemporary world subtly interwoven with ancient magic and a cosmic battle
between the forces of Light and the encroaching Dark. Cooper masterfully
blends the mundane reality of a young boy's life with the extraordinary



circumstances he is forced to confront, creating a sense of wonder and
urgency that has captivated generations.

At its heart, The Dark Is Rising is a tale of destiny, courage, and the
inherent power that lies within seemingly ordinary individuals. The narrative
follows Will Stanton, an eleventh birthday boy who discovers he is the last
of the Old Ones, beings tasked with protecting the world from the encroaching
forces of the Dark. As the Dark gathers strength, threatening to plunge the
world into an eternal winter, Will must awaken his powers and gather the
Signs to defeat the encroaching shadow before it's too late. This epic quest
is not merely a physical journey but a profound internal one, as Will
grapples with his newfound identity and the immense responsibility thrust
upon him.

The Quintessential Young Adult Fantasy Novel
In many ways, The Dark Is Rising defines what a quintessential young adult
fantasy novel should be. Susan Cooper crafts a narrative that speaks directly
to the adolescent experience, exploring themes of identity, belonging, and
the transition from childhood to a more complex understanding of the world.
Will Stanton's initial confusion and apprehension mirror the feelings many
young readers experience as they navigate their own lives and discover their
capabilities. The novel doesn't shy away from the darker aspects of life,
presenting a stark portrayal of good versus evil, yet it always imbues the
narrative with a sense of hope and the potential for heroism.

The series, and The Dark Is Rising in particular, is celebrated for its
sophisticated approach to fantasy. Cooper eschews simplistic good-versus-evil
tropes for a more nuanced portrayal of the eternal struggle. The young
protagonist’s journey is relatable, making the fantastical elements more
accessible and impactful. The book’s literary merit is undeniable, earning it
numerous accolades, including a Newbery Honor, solidifying its place as a
significant contribution to children's and young adult literature.

Unpacking the Core Themes of The Dark Is Rising
Several profound themes are woven throughout The Dark Is Rising, contributing
to its lasting resonance. The central conflict between Light and Dark is not
just a supernatural battle but a metaphor for the eternal struggle between
hope and despair, knowledge and ignorance, and creation and destruction.
Susan Cooper explores how the Dark can manifest not only as a tangible evil
force but also through apathy, selfishness, and the denial of history and
heritage.

Another crucial theme is the concept of destiny versus free will. While Will
is a prophesied hero, his choices and actions are what ultimately determine
the outcome of the struggle. The novel emphasizes the importance of
individual agency and the power of a single person to make a difference, even
against overwhelming odds. This empowering message is particularly relevant
to a young adult audience, encouraging them to believe in their own



potential.

The theme of connection to the past is also paramount. Will’s powers are
rooted in ancient lore and the history of the world. His journey involves
uncovering forgotten knowledge and understanding the lineage of the Old Ones,
highlighting how the present is inextricably linked to the past. This
emphasis on heritage and the importance of remembering fosters a sense of
continuity and belonging.

The Seven Knights and the Struggle Against the
Dark
Central to the mythology of The Dark Is Rising is the concept of the Old Ones
and their eternal vigilance against the Dark. These are ancient beings,
intrinsically connected to the forces of Light, who have existed throughout
human history, subtly guiding and protecting humanity. The Dark, conversely,
is a primordial force of chaos and oblivion, seeking to extinguish all life
and joy. The novel depicts a specific resurgence of the Dark, an event that
necessitates the awakening of the Old Ones to their full power and
responsibility.

The narrative often refers to the "Seven Knights" or the "Children of Light,"
individuals who have been chosen throughout history to aid the Old Ones in
their fight. These figures represent different facets of human courage,
wisdom, and resilience. Will’s quest is to find and awaken these Knights by
deciphering the Signs, each one a key to unlocking his own latent abilities
and understanding the intricate workings of the cosmic war.

Will Stanton: The Reluctant Hero's Journey
Will Stanton is the archetypal reluctant hero, a character whose journey of
self-discovery forms the emotional core of The Dark Is Rising. Initially, he
is an ordinary boy on the cusp of adolescence, dealing with the usual
anxieties and awkwardness of growing up. His discovery of his true nature as
an Old One is both terrifying and exhilarating. He is thrust into a role he
never anticipated, a role that demands immense bravery and sacrifice.

Will's progression throughout the novel is marked by his gradual acceptance
of his powers and his responsibilities. He learns to harness his abilities,
which often manifest in subtle yet powerful ways, such as sensing danger,
understanding ancient languages, or influencing the elements. His journey is
a testament to the idea that heroism is not about inherent strength but about
the willingness to face one's fears and act in the face of adversity. The
support he receives from other characters, like the enigmatic Merriman Lyon,
plays a crucial role in his development.



The Significance of The Dark Is Rising in
Fantasy Literature
Susan Cooper's The Dark Is Rising holds a significant place in the landscape
of fantasy literature, particularly within the young adult genre. Before its
publication, many fantasy novels for younger audiences often leaned towards
simpler narratives. Cooper's work, however, introduced a level of complexity
and thematic depth that elevated the genre. It demonstrated that fantasy
could explore profound philosophical questions about good, evil, and the
human condition while remaining engaging and accessible.

The novel's influence can be seen in countless subsequent fantasy works. Its
sophisticated world-building, nuanced character development, and intricate
mythology set a new standard for writers aiming to create immersive fantasy
worlds. The focus on an ordinary protagonist discovering extraordinary
abilities has become a common trope, but Cooper's early and masterful
execution of this concept remains influential. The book's enduring popularity
is a testament to its quality and its ability to connect with readers on
multiple levels.

World-Building and Mythological Depth
The world-building in The Dark Is Rising is both intricate and immersive.
Susan Cooper draws heavily on British folklore, Celtic mythology, and ancient
beliefs to create a rich and believable tapestry of magic. The world is not
simply a backdrop for the story; it is alive with hidden currents of power
and ancient forces. The familiar landscapes of the English countryside become
imbued with a sense of the uncanny, where ancient standing stones hum with
latent energy and the wind whispers forgotten secrets.

Cooper’s meticulous research into folklore is evident in the novel's details.
The Signs, for example, are not arbitrary symbols but are drawn from ancient
traditions and lore. The concept of the Old Ones and their struggle against
the Dark is a modern interpretation of archetypal cosmic battles found in
mythologies worldwide. This depth of mythological grounding provides a sense
of authenticity and timelessness to the narrative, making the fantastical
elements feel less like invented magic and more like the unveiling of a
hidden reality.

The Power of Folklore and Ancient Lore
The integration of folklore and ancient lore is a defining characteristic of
The Dark Is Rising. Susan Cooper skillfully weaves traditional myths,
legends, and superstitions into the fabric of her narrative. This not only
adds a layer of historical and cultural richness but also provides a
framework for understanding the magical elements of the story. The novel taps
into a collective unconscious, drawing on stories and beliefs that have
resonated with humanity for centuries.



The power of these ancient narratives lies in their ability to explain the
inexplicable and to offer insights into the human experience. Cooper uses
them to explore themes of courage, sacrifice, and the enduring fight for what
is right. The Signs themselves are not just plot devices; they are symbolic
representations of ancient knowledge and power, each one holding a key to
understanding Will's heritage and his mission. The novel serves as a reminder
of the enduring wisdom embedded within folklore, demonstrating its relevance
even in a modern, technological age.

The Dark Is Rising Series: A Connected
Narrative
The Dark Is Rising is the second novel in Susan Cooper's five-book series of
the same name, often referred to as "The Dark Is Rising Sequence." While each
book can be enjoyed individually, they form a larger, interconnected
narrative that expands upon the central conflict between Light and Dark and
introduces new Old Ones and their respective quests. The series progresses
chronologically through different historical periods, showcasing the ongoing
battle across millennia.

The first book, Over Sea, Under Stone, introduces the world and some of its
key figures, focusing on the pursuit of a magical artifact. The Dark Is
Rising then shifts the focus to the awakening and development of a new Old
One, Will Stanton, and his crucial role in confronting a significant surge of
the Dark. Subsequent books, such as Greenwitch, The Grey King, and Silver on
the Tree, continue to explore the complex mythology, introduce new
protagonists, and culminate in a grand resolution of the eternal conflict.
Together, the series offers a comprehensive and epic saga of magic,
mythology, and the enduring power of hope.

Legacy and Enduring Appeal
The legacy of Susan Cooper's The Dark Is Rising is undeniable. It has
inspired countless young readers and aspiring writers, shaping their
understanding of what fantasy can be. Its enduring appeal lies in its
timeless themes, its expertly crafted prose, and its ability to capture the
imagination. The novel continues to be read and cherished by new generations
of readers who are drawn into its magical world and its profound message.

The book's impact is evident in its critical acclaim and its continued
presence in educational curricula and recommended reading lists. It is a
story that transcends age, offering wisdom and adventure to all who embark on
Will Stanton's journey. The power of the Light to overcome the Dark, the
importance of courage in the face of fear, and the connection between
humanity and the ancient world are lessons that resonate deeply. The Dark Is
Rising remains a testament to the power of storytelling to illuminate the
darkest corners of existence and to celebrate the enduring spark of hope
within us all.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict in Susan Cooper's 'The
Dark is Rising' series?
The central conflict revolves around the ancient struggle between the Old
Ones (forces of Light and good) and the Dark (forces of Shadow and evil). The
books follow the experiences of Will Stanton, a young boy who discovers he is
the seventh son of a seventh son and possesses special abilities to fight the
Dark.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Dark is Rising'?
The primary protagonist is Will Stanton, a seemingly ordinary boy who is
revealed to be an 'Old One' destined to combat the encroaching power of the
Dark.

What is the significance of the 'Dark' in the
series?
The 'Dark' represents a malevolent, ancient force that seeks to engulf the
world in chaos and despair. It manifests through various agents, creatures,
and an oppressive atmosphere that drains hope and life.

What are the 'Signs' and why are they important?
The 'Signs' are a series of cryptic clues and tasks that Will must uncover
and complete. They are crucial for revealing the Dark's plans and for
empowering him to fight against it, often leading him to ancient artifacts
and knowledge.

How does the series explore the theme of good versus
evil?
The series deeply explores the eternal struggle between good and evil, not
just as a cosmic battle but also as an internal one within individuals. It
highlights the choices people make and the importance of courage, hope, and
sacrifice in the face of overwhelming darkness.

What is the role of folklore and mythology in 'The
Dark is Rising'?
Folklore, mythology, and Arthurian legends are integral to the series. Susan
Cooper masterfully weaves these elements into the narrative, drawing on
ancient beliefs about magic, heroes, and the cyclical nature of time.



What is the purpose of the 'Riders' in the story?
The 'Riders' are beings of the Light who serve as mentors and allies to Will.
They possess ancient powers and knowledge and guide him on his quest, often
appearing in various forms throughout his journey.

What is the 'Light' and what does it represent in
the series?
The 'Light' represents the forces of creation, order, hope, and goodness. It
is an ancient power that predates humanity and is constantly at war with the
Dark. Its agents are dedicated to protecting the world and maintaining
balance.

Why is 'The Dark is Rising' considered a classic of
young adult fantasy literature?
'The Dark is Rising' is lauded for its sophisticated prose, complex
characters, rich mythology, and exploration of profound themes like courage,
sacrifice, and the nature of good and evil, making it resonate with readers
of all ages.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Susan Cooper's The Dark Is Rising, with
descriptions:

1. The Grey King
This is the third book in the Dark Is Rising sequence, and it sees Will
Stanton journeying to Wales in pursuit of a mythical object that can help
defeat the Dark. He must contend with ancient prophecies, mysterious figures,
and the ever-present threat of the Dark's influence spreading. The book
deepens the lore of the Old Ones and the nature of their eternal struggle.

2. The Owl Service
Alan Garner's classic children's novel is deeply intertwined with Welsh
folklore and the concept of returning spirits or ancestral echoes. It tells
the story of three young people who discover a set of ceramic owls, each
inscribed with a part of an ancient Welsh legend. As they uncover the meaning
behind the owls, they find themselves drawn into a cycle of destiny and
unresolved past events, echoing the cyclical nature of the fight against the
Dark.

3. The Weirdstone of Brisingamen
This novel by Alan Garner is another foundational text in British fantasy,
featuring young protagonists who stumble into a hidden world of magic and
myth. They become entangled in the quest to recover a magical stone that
protects the land from dark forces. The story involves powerful wizards,



enchanted creatures, and the perilous journey required to restore balance,
themes very much present in The Dark Is Rising.

4. The Children of Morvan
This is the first book in the Dark Is Rising sequence, introducing readers to
the world and the initial signs of the struggle between Light and Dark. It
follows the adventures of the Stanton children as they begin to understand
their family's connection to ancient powers and the encroaching threat of the
Dark. The story sets the stage for the epic battles to come, hinting at a
larger conflict.

5. The Dark is Rising: Acknowledge and Resist
While not a fictional novel within the sequence, this title suggests a
theoretical or analytical work exploring the themes and philosophies behind
Cooper's series. Such a book would likely delve into the mythology,
symbolism, and the deeper meaning of the eternal struggle between forces of
creation and destruction. It would analyze how the narrative encourages
readers to recognize and actively oppose negative influences in their own
lives.

6. The Dragon in Winter
This title evokes a sense of ancient power and a world on the brink of
change, common to the atmosphere of The Dark Is Rising. The story might
feature a young hero or heroine discovering a dormant magical force or
creature that needs to be awakened to fight a looming peril. It would likely
involve a journey through a mystical landscape where forgotten magic begins
to stir.

7. The Rowan Tree
This title points to a connection with nature, ancient trees, and potentially
enduring magic, elements often found in Cooper's work. The narrative could
follow a protagonist who discovers a special tree that holds a secret to
combating darkness or a source of ancient power. It might explore the
relationship between the natural world and the supernatural, where the land
itself plays a role in the conflict.

8. The Book of the Hidden
This title suggests a journey into uncovering lost knowledge or secrets that
are crucial to overcoming a great evil. It implies a quest for forbidden lore
or ancient texts that hold the key to defeating the forces of the Dark. The
protagonist might be an ordinary person thrust into extraordinary
circumstances, tasked with unearthing what has been deliberately concealed.

9. The Old Ones' Path
This title directly references the powerful, ancient beings central to The
Dark Is Rising and their ongoing struggle. The book would likely follow
characters on a journey that mirrors the ancient battles fought by the Old
Ones, perhaps involving a literal or metaphorical path of duty and sacrifice.
It would explore the legacy of these beings and the ongoing responsibility of
those who inherit their fight against the encroaching Dark.
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