
study guide for the necklace
Study Guide for Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace"

study guide for the necklace offers a comprehensive exploration of Guy de
Maupassant's seminal short story, a timeless tale of ambition, deception, and
consequence. This guide is meticulously crafted to assist students and literature
enthusiasts in understanding the intricate plot, profound themes, and enduring literary
significance of "The Necklace." We will delve into the character of Mathilde Loisel,
dissecting her motivations and her tragic descent, and examine the symbolism that
permeates the narrative, from the titular necklace to the stark contrast between illusion
and reality. Furthermore, we will explore the story's critique of social class, materialism,
and the destructive nature of vanity. Prepare to unlock the deeper meanings and
appreciate the masterful storytelling within this classic work.
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Summary of Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace"
Guy de Maupassant's renowned short story, "The Necklace," chronicles the life of
Mathilde Loisel, a woman consumed by dissatisfaction with her modest middle-class
existence. She yearns for a life of wealth and luxury, a stark contrast to her comfortable
but unglamorous reality. Her husband, Monsieur Loisel, a humble clerk, attempts to bring
her joy by securing an invitation to a prestigious ball hosted by the Ministry of Education.
Still, Mathilde is unhappy, believing she has nothing suitable to wear and no jewelry to
adorn herself. Her husband sacrifices a rifle he had saved for to buy her a new dress, but
Mathilde remains discontent. In an act of desperation, she borrows a magnificent diamond
necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame Forestier, for the evening. At the ball, Mathilde
is a resounding success, experiencing the admiration and envy she craved. However, upon
returning home, she discovers to her horror that the necklace is lost. Faced with ruin and
immense debt, the Loisels embark on a decade-long struggle to repay the cost of a
replacement necklace, working tirelessly and sacrificing all their comforts. Mathilde, once
proud and vain, becomes hardened and worn by the relentless labor. The story culminates
in a devastating revelation: the borrowed necklace was merely a piece of costume jewelry,
worth very little.



Key Characters in "The Necklace"

Mathilde Loisel: The Protagonist's Tragic Flaw
Mathilde Loisel is the central figure in "The Necklace," embodying the destructive power
of unfulfilled desires and social aspiration. She is portrayed as beautiful and charming but
profoundly unhappy with her lot in life. Her discontent stems from a deep-seated longing
for wealth, luxury, and social prestige that she believes she deserves. Mathilde's
dissatisfaction makes her oblivious to the genuine affection and efforts of her husband.
Her obsession with appearances and her inability to accept her circumstances drive the
narrative. The borrowed necklace becomes a symbol of her perceived inadequacy and her
desperate attempt to fit into a world she feels excluded from. Her pride and subsequent
deception, leading to the immense debt and hardship, highlight her tragic flaw. She is a
character whose initial superficiality leads to profound, life-altering consequences.

Monsieur Loisel: The Devoted Husband
Monsieur Loisel serves as a foil to his wife's extravagant desires, representing
contentment and quiet devotion. He is a dutiful and loving husband who genuinely wishes
to please Mathilde, even at personal sacrifice. He works diligently to provide a
comfortable home and is excited by the prospect of the ministerial ball, believing it will be
a joyous occasion for his wife. His efforts to alleviate Mathilde's unhappiness, such as
buying her a new dress and encouraging her to borrow jewelry, underscore his supportive
nature. However, he is also somewhat passive in the face of his wife's persistent
dissatisfaction. After the loss of the necklace, Monsieur Loisel participates equally in the
decade of grueling labor to repay the debt, demonstrating his unwavering commitment to
his wife and their shared predicament.

Madame Forestier: The Unwitting Catalyst
Madame Forestier is Mathilde's wealthy and seemingly benevolent friend, whose
possession of the diamond necklace inadvertently triggers the story's tragic events. She
represents the affluent society that Mathilde so desperately wishes to join. Her generosity
in lending the necklace, while perhaps well-intentioned, highlights the vast disparity in
their social standing and material possessions. Madame Forestier remains largely
unaware of the extent of Mathilde's suffering and the monumental effort undertaken to
replace her jewelry. Her role is crucial as the owner of the object that fuels Mathilde's
ambition and ultimately leads to her downfall. The final revelation about the necklace's
true nature underscores the irony of Mathilde's sacrifice.

Major Themes in "The Necklace"



Social Class and Ambition
"The Necklace" is a powerful commentary on social class and the insatiable nature of
ambition. Mathilde Loisel is a victim of her perceived social standing, constantly yearning
for a life beyond her means. Her discontent is rooted in the belief that her beauty and
charm are wasted in her humble surroundings. The story critiques the societal pressures
that equate happiness with material wealth and social status. Mathilde's unchecked
ambition leads her to make desperate choices, ultimately trapping her in a cycle of poverty
and hard labor, ironically creating a reality far worse than the one she initially despised.
The narrative suggests that the pursuit of unattainable social climbing can be self-
destructive.

Materialism and Vanity
Materialism and vanity are central to Mathilde's character and the story's unfolding
tragedy. Mathilde's unhappiness is not due to a lack of love or comfort but a profound
dissatisfaction with her material possessions and social standing. She prioritizes outward
appearances, believing that owning beautiful things and wearing fashionable attire will
bring her happiness and recognition. Her vanity is so consuming that she risks everything
for a single night of perceived grandeur. The necklace itself becomes the ultimate symbol
of her vanity, a superficial object that promises to elevate her social standing. The story
serves as a stark warning against the corrosive effects of excessive materialism and the
pursuit of validation through external possessions.

Illusion vs. Reality
The stark contrast between illusion and reality is a pervasive theme in "The Necklace."
Mathilde lives in a self-created illusion of grandeur, constantly dreaming of a life she does
not have. She believes that attending the ball and wearing the borrowed necklace will
allow her to transcend her reality. The necklace, intended to create an illusion of wealth,
becomes the instrument of her real-world downfall. The ultimate irony lies in the fact that
the very symbol of her aspiration—the diamond necklace—was itself an illusion, a piece of
imitation jewelry that led to a decade of genuine hardship and suffering. This theme
underscores the dangers of living in fantasy and the importance of confronting one's true
circumstances.

Consequences of Deception
The story powerfully illustrates the far-reaching consequences of deception. Mathilde's
initial deception lies in her dissatisfaction and her pretense of wealth and social grace at
the ball. However, the most significant deception occurs after the necklace is lost. Instead
of confessing the truth to Madame Forestier, the Loisels choose to hide their mistake and
incur immense debt to purchase a replacement. This decision leads to a decade of
relentless toil, physical and emotional degradation for Mathilde, and a complete
transformation of their lives. The narrative demonstrates that even seemingly small acts of
dishonesty can lead to devastating and enduring repercussions, particularly when driven
by pride and fear.



Fate and Fortune
The role of fate and fortune is subtly woven into the fabric of "The Necklace." Mathilde
believes she is destined for a more opulent life, a notion that fuels her discontent. The
opportune moment arises with the ministerial ball and the borrowed necklace, which she
sees as a chance to fulfill her perceived destiny. However, fate intervenes in the form of
the lost necklace, leading her down a path of unforeseen hardship. The story questions
whether Mathilde's misfortune is a result of a cruel twist of fate or the direct consequence
of her own choices and character flaws. The ending, with its profound irony, suggests that
while fortune may play a role, individual actions and inherent nature are often the primary
determinants of one's destiny.

Symbolism in "The Necklace"

The Necklace Itself
The necklace is the most potent symbol in Guy de Maupassant's story, embodying
Mathilde Loisel's aspirations, her vanity, and ultimately, her tragic downfall. Initially, the
borrowed diamonds represent the illusion of wealth and social belonging that Mathilde
craves. She believes wearing it will transform her and grant her the admiration she
desires. After its loss, the necklace transforms into a symbol of debt, sacrifice, and the
crushing weight of her deception. The story's final ironic twist reveals that the necklace
was merely a façade, a piece of imitation jewelry, highlighting the hollowness of
Mathilde's pursuit and the profound futility of her ten-year ordeal. The contrast between
its perceived value and its actual worth is central to the story's message.

The Ball
The ministerial ball serves as a pivotal moment in "The Necklace," representing a fleeting
glimpse into the opulent world Mathilde desperately wishes to inhabit. It is a stage where
she can momentarily shed her ordinary life and embody the glamorous persona she covets.
The ball amplifies her vanity and her longing for recognition, making the subsequent loss
of the necklace all the more devastating. It is the apex of her illusion, the moment where
her deepest desires are seemingly fulfilled, only to be cruelly snatched away, propelling
her into a decade of arduous reality. The ball is the catalyst for the story's central conflict
and the beginning of Mathilde's tragic journey.

The Borrowed Necklace
The act of borrowing the necklace signifies Mathilde's willing embrace of an illusion and
her attempt to borrow not just jewelry but also an identity. It represents her willingness to
venture into a world of pretense, believing that superficial adornment can equate to
genuine status. The borrowed nature of the necklace also foreshadows the burden of debt
and responsibility that will soon fall upon her. It is a loan that extends far beyond the
material object, encompassing a borrowed dream that will ultimately cost her dearly. The



loan is a direct consequence of her dissatisfaction with her own possessions and her desire
to emulate those who possess more.

The Replacement Necklace
The replacement necklace is a stark symbol of the Loisels' financial ruin and the heavy
burden of their pride and deception. It represents the tangible cost of Mathilde's vanity
and their collective decision to conceal their mistake. The immense debt incurred to
purchase this seemingly identical piece of jewelry dictates the next ten years of their lives,
forcing them into a harsh and unrelenting existence. The replacement necklace stands in
direct contrast to the original; while the borrowed one was an illusion of wealth, the
purchased one becomes the source of their genuine impoverishment. It is a monument to
their suffering and a constant reminder of the consequences of their actions.

Mathilde's Transformation
Mathilde's transformation throughout "The Necklace" is one of the most poignant aspects
of the story. She begins as a beautiful, charming, but deeply unhappy woman consumed by
vanity and a desire for luxury. Over the decade of hardship, her outward appearance
changes drastically; she becomes coarse, hardened, and aged by her relentless labor. This
physical deterioration mirrors her internal transformation from a dreamer of opulence to a
woman stripped of her youthful illusions and forced to confront the brutal realities of life.
Her transformation is a testament to the destructive power of unchecked ambition and the
severe consequences of deception.

Literary Devices and Style

Irony in "The Necklace"
Guy de Maupassant masterfully employs irony throughout "The Necklace" to underscore
the story's tragic themes. The most significant is situational irony: Mathilde strives for a
decade to replace a diamond necklace with a vastly expensive one, only to discover the
original was a mere imitation, worth a fraction of what she paid. Verbal irony is present in
Mathilde's initial complaints about her comfortable life, highlighting her distorted
perception. Dramatic irony is also evident, as the reader understands the devastating
consequences of the lost necklace long before Mathilde fully grasps the depth of her
predicament. This pervasive irony amplifies the story's critique of vanity, social climbing,
and the often-unforeseen outcomes of our choices.

Foreshadowing in "The Necklace"
Subtle instances of foreshadowing in "The Necklace" hint at the impending tragedy.
Mathilde's initial dissatisfaction and her constant dreaming of a life of luxury can be seen
as foreshadowing her downfall. Her belief that she is "made for all the luxuries of life"



suggests a character destined for dissatisfaction and perhaps ruin. The story also
foreshadows the burden she will bear when her husband sacrifices his savings for a
hunting rifle, indicating his willingness to indulge her desires, a trait that will be tested by
the more significant loss of the necklace. Her discontent and yearning for more set the
stage for the disastrous events that unfold.

Setting and Atmosphere in "The Necklace"
The setting in "The Necklace" plays a crucial role in establishing the atmosphere and
highlighting the thematic contrasts within the story. Maupassant vividly depicts the
Loisels' modest apartment, emphasizing its lack of elegance and comfort, which fuels
Mathilde's discontent. This humble dwelling stands in stark contrast to the opulent
surroundings of the ministerial ball, a space of glittering chandeliers, fine attire, and
social prestige. The drabness of their everyday life makes Mathilde's dreams of luxury all
the more potent, while the grandeur of the ball represents the unattainable ideal she
chases. The atmospheric shift from domestic drudgery to social splendor and back to the
relentless grind of poverty underscores the central themes of class, illusion, and
consequence.

Narrative Point of View in "The Necklace"
"The Necklace" is primarily told from a third-person omniscient point of view, allowing the
narrator access to the thoughts and feelings of the main characters, particularly Mathilde.
This narrative perspective is crucial for understanding Mathilde's internal struggles, her
desires, and her rationalizations. It allows the reader to empathize with her initial
unhappiness, even while recognizing the flaws in her character. The omniscient narrator
also enables the author to reveal ironic truths and foreshadow events, enhancing the
story's impact. By shifting focus between Mathilde and her husband, the narrative
provides a balanced view of their shared predicament.

Understanding the Ending of "The Necklace"

The ending of "The Necklace" is deliberately devastating and serves as the story's
powerful punchline. After ten years of grueling labor and self-denial, Mathilde encounters
Madame Forestier on the Champs-Élysées. In a moment of catharsis and perhaps a
desperate need to finally unburden herself, Mathilde confesses the truth: she lost Madame
Forestier's necklace and spent a decade working to replace it. The response from Madame
Forestier is one of shock and revelation. She informs Mathilde that the original necklace
was costume jewelry, worth very little. This ending delivers a profound ironic blow,
highlighting the utter futility of Mathilde's sacrifice. Her decade of suffering, hardship,
and transformed life was based on a lie and a misunderstanding. The ending underscores
the story's critique of superficial values and the destructive consequences of pride and
deception, leaving the reader with a sense of profound tragedy and a reflection on the
nature of true wealth and happiness.



Discussion Questions for "The Necklace"

How does Mathilde's perception of her own social standing contribute to her
unhappiness?

Discuss the role of vanity in Mathilde's decision-making process.

What are the consequences of Mathilde and Monsieur Loisel's decision to conceal the
loss of the necklace?

To what extent is Mathilde a victim of fate, and to what extent is she responsible for
her own downfall?

Analyze the symbolism of the necklace and its transformation throughout the story.

How does the story critique the societal pressures related to wealth and social class?

Compare and contrast the characters of Mathilde and Madame Forestier.

What message do you think Guy de Maupassant intended to convey with the ending
of "The Necklace"?

Is Monsieur Loisel's character sympathetic? Why or why not?

How does the story's use of irony enhance its overall impact and meaning?

Significance and Legacy of "The Necklace"

"The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant remains a celebrated work of short fiction due to
its enduring themes and masterful execution. Its significant literary legacy stems from its
incisive social commentary, particularly its critique of bourgeois society, materialism, and
the destructive nature of social climbing. The story's exploration of vanity, ambition, and
the tragic consequences of pride continues to resonate with readers across generations.
Maupassant's concise yet powerful storytelling, coupled with his skillful use of irony and
character development, makes "The Necklace" a compelling and thought-provoking
narrative. It serves as a timeless cautionary tale, prompting reflection on the values we
prioritize, the choices we make, and the often-unforeseen repercussions that shape our
lives. Its impact is evident in its frequent inclusion in literature curricula and its continued
analysis for its profound insights into human nature and societal dynamics.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of Guy de Maupassant's 'The
Necklace'?
The central theme of 'The Necklace' is the destructive nature of vanity and the corrosive
effects of social ambition. It explores how a desire for material wealth and social status,
fueled by pride, can lead to immense suffering and a tragic loss of innocence.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Necklace' and what are
her primary motivations?
The protagonist is Mathilde Loisel. Her primary motivations are a deep dissatisfaction
with her ordinary life and a burning desire for wealth, luxury, and social standing. She
dreams of a life of opulence and feels entitled to it, despite her modest circumstances.

What is the significance of the lost necklace in the
story?
The lost necklace is the catalyst for the story's tragic events. It represents Mathilde's
unattainable desires and the superficiality she craves. Its loss and the subsequent
desperate attempt to replace it lead to the Loisels' ruin, highlighting the devastating
consequences of her vanity and dishonesty.

How does Mathilde's perspective on her life change by
the end of the story?
By the end of the story, Mathilde's perspective undergoes a brutal transformation. After
years of hardship and sacrifice to repay the debt for the borrowed necklace, she realizes
the immense cost of her vanity. She has aged prematurely and lost her youthful beauty, a
stark contrast to the glamorous life she once envisioned.

What is the irony present in 'The Necklace'?
The story is replete with irony, most notably situational irony. The diamond necklace
Mathilde borrows to impress others turns out to be a fake, worth very little. The arduous
ten years of labor to repay the debt for this imitation jewel highlights the profound and
tragic futility of her pursuit of superficial status.

What moral or lesson can be learned from 'The
Necklace'?
A key moral of 'The Necklace' is the importance of contentment and appreciating what one
has. The story warns against the dangers of envy, greed, and excessive pride,
demonstrating how the pursuit of false appearances and material possessions can lead to
a life of immense suffering and ultimately, ruin.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a study guide for "The Necklace," with descriptions:

1. Understanding Maupassant's "The Necklace": A Literary Companion
This guide offers a deep dive into Guy de Maupassant's classic short story, "The
Necklace." It meticulously analyzes the plot, characters, and key themes, providing
context on the social and economic realities of late 19th-century France. Readers will find
helpful insights into the symbolism and the enduring moral of the story.

2. Deconstructing "The Necklace": Themes, Symbols, and Literary Devices
Focusing on the intricate literary craftsmanship of "The Necklace," this study guide
unpacks its central themes of pride, illusion, and social climbing. It explores the symbolic
significance of objects like the diamond necklace and Madame Loisel's borrowed finery. A
detailed examination of Maupassant's narrative techniques and word choices is also
included.

3. Mathilde Loisel's Downfall: An In-depth Analysis of "The Necklace"
This book centers on the tragic trajectory of the protagonist, Mathilde Loisel, and her
fateful decision in "The Necklace." It offers psychological insights into her motivations and
the consequences of her ambition and vanity. The guide dissects the chain of events
leading to her ruin, highlighting the story's stark portrayal of social disparity.

4. Maupassant's Masterpiece: A Critical Study of "The Necklace"
This scholarly resource provides a comprehensive critical analysis of "The Necklace"
within the context of Maupassant's broader literary contributions. It explores the story's
historical reception and its place in the tradition of realism and naturalism. Discussions on
the story's impact and its timeless relevance are thoroughly explored.

5. The Price of Vanity: Exploring "The Necklace" Through a Modern Lens
This guide re-examines "The Necklace" by applying contemporary perspectives to its
enduring themes. It prompts readers to consider how vanity, materialism, and the pursuit
of status resonate in today's society. The book encourages critical thinking about the
story's lessons on contentment and the dangers of perceived social obligations.

6. Unraveling "The Necklace": A Student's Guide to Literary Interpretation
Designed specifically for students, this accessible study aid breaks down "The Necklace"
into digestible sections. It provides clear explanations of plot points, character
development, and the story's central message. The guide includes sample questions and
essay prompts to help students develop their own interpretations and analytical skills.

7. From Illusion to Reality: A Thematic Exploration of "The Necklace"
This book delves into the stark contrast between illusion and reality as presented in "The
Necklace." It examines how Mathilde's desire for a life of luxury creates a deceptive
facade that ultimately crumbles. The guide highlights the story's powerful message about
the deceptive nature of appearances and the harshness of truth.

8. Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace": A Comprehensive Study Companion
This thorough companion offers a complete overview of "The Necklace," suitable for
advanced study. It includes biographical information on Maupassant, an overview of the
historical period, and detailed textual analysis. The guide also provides resources for



further research and a deeper understanding of the short story's complexities.

9. "The Necklace" Revealed: Understanding Its Enduring Appeal
This engaging guide explores why "The Necklace" continues to captivate readers
generations after its publication. It examines the story's universal themes of desire,
consequence, and social critique. The book offers a fresh perspective on the narrative,
encouraging readers to reflect on their own values and societal pressures.

Study Guide For The Necklace

Study Guide For The Necklace

Related Articles
stewart essential calculus 2nd edition
summary writing graphic organizer
sudoku in spanish worksheet answer key

Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-37/study-guide-for-the-necklace.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-37/stewart-essential-calculus-2nd-edition.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-37/summary-writing-graphic-organizer.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-37/sudoku-in-spanish-worksheet-answer-key.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

