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Stephen Charnock: The Existence and Attributes of God - A
Comprehensive Exploration

Stephen Charnock, the existence and attributes of God, stands as a monumental work within theological
discourse, offering a profound and systematic defense of the Christian faith. Charnock, a prominent Puritan
theologian, delves into the fundamental question of God's being and nature with unparalleled depth and
intellectual rigor. This article will comprehensively explore Charnock's arguments for the existence of God,
examining his philosophical and theological reasoning. Furthermore, it will meticulously dissect his exposition
of God's divine attributes, providing a detailed understanding of his theological framework. Through this
exploration, readers will gain insight into Charnock's enduring legacy and the significance of his contributions
to the study of theology and apologetics, particularly concerning the divine nature and the certainty of
God's existence.
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Stephen Charnock's Vision: The Existence of God

Stephen Charnock's magnum opus, "The Existence and Attributes of God," embarks on a comprehensive
apologetic quest to establish the reality of the Divine Being. His approach is not merely a philosophical
exercise but a fervent theological endeavor rooted in Scripture and reason. Charnock meticulously
constructs a case for God's existence, addressing potential objections and building a case for the indispensable
necessity of a Creator. He grapples with the profound implications of atheism and theistic skepticism, offering
robust counterarguments that have resonated through centuries of theological thought. His arguments are
characterized by their logical coherence, their reliance on observable phenomena, and their deep theological
underpinnings, all aimed at solidifying the conviction of God's undeniable presence in the universe.

The Inescapable Argument from Creation



One of Charnock's foundational arguments for God's existence stems from the undeniable evidence of creation.
He posits that the intricate design, order, and complexity of the universe cannot arise from mere chance or
random processes. The very existence of the cosmos, with its discernible laws and predictable patterns, points
to an intelligent and purposeful Designer. Charnock highlights the dependency of all created things,
demonstrating that they are not self-sufficient but owe their being to a higher, uncaused cause. This line of
reasoning is a direct engagement with the cosmological argument, emphasizing that the universe is contingent
and requires an ultimate, necessary being to explain its origin and sustenance.

The Argument from Consciousness and Morality

Beyond the external world, Charnock also draws upon the internal landscape of human consciousness and the
universal presence of moral law. He argues that the innate human capacity for reason, conscience, and the
apprehension of moral truths points to a moral Governor of the universe. The existence of objective moral
principles, distinct from mere societal conventions, suggests a divine source of morality. Charnock contends
that the inner voice of conscience, which convicts us of wrongdoing, is a reflection of God's law imprinted upon
the human soul. This internal evidence, he suggests, complements the external evidence of creation, strengthening
the case for a personal, moral God who stands behind the very fabric of human existence and ethical
understanding.

The Necessity of God's Existence

Central to Charnock's apologetic is the concept of necessity. He argues that God's existence is not contingent
but necessary. Unlike created beings, which could conceivably not exist, God, by definition, must exist.
Charnock asserts that a chain of contingent causes cannot be infinite; there must be a primary, uncaused cause
that is itself necessary. This necessary being, God, is the ultimate ground of all reality, the font of all being,
and the reason for the existence of everything else. The concept of a necessary being is crucial for Charnock as
it provides an ultimate explanation that does not lead to an infinite regress, thus grounding the reality of all
existence in a self-existent deity.

The Attributes of God: A Divine Tapestry

Having established the existence of God, Stephen Charnock dedicates the latter and arguably more extensive
portion of his work to a meticulous exposition of God's divine attributes. He seeks to move beyond a mere
deistic concept of a creator to a robust understanding of the personal, active, and infinitely perfect God of
Scripture. Charnock categorizes these attributes to provide a structured and comprehensive understanding of
God's nature, differentiating between those attributes that are unique to God and those that, to some degree,
can be understood as reflected in creation.

The Uniqueness of God: Uncommunicable Attributes

Charnock emphasizes God's uncommunicable attributes, those perfections that are not shared with or
communicated to creatures. These attributes underscore God's absolute sovereignty, uniqueness, and
transcendence. He meticulously unpacks concepts such as God's:

Omnipotence: God's absolute power to do all things that are possible and consistent with His nature.

Omniscience: God's all-knowing nature, possessing complete knowledge of all past, present, and future
events.



Omnipresence: God's presence everywhere, not in a localized sense, but in His being and activity
throughout all creation.

Eternity: God's existence without beginning or end, transcending all temporal limitations.

Immutability: God's unchanging nature, free from alteration or variation in His essence, will, or purposes.

Self-Sufficiency (Aseity): God's existence being independent of all other beings; He is the uncaused cause
and the sustainer of all.

These attributes, according to Charnock, are foundational to understanding God's distinctness from His
creation and His ultimate authority over it. They highlight His absolute perfection and His unique position as
the supreme being.

Reflections of the Divine: Communicable Attributes

While God's uncommunicable attributes set Him apart, Charnock also explores the communicable attributes,
those perfections that are, in some measure, reflected in redeemed humanity and the created order. These
attributes provide a basis for understanding God's relationship with His creation and humanity in particular.
Key communicable attributes discussed include:

Holiness: God's perfect moral purity and His absolute separation from sin and evil.

Righteousness: God's perfect justice and His adherence to what is right and just in all His dealings.

Love: God's benevolent affection and His desire for the well-being of His creatures, particularly His
chosen people.

Goodness: God's inherent kindness and His propensity to bestow blessings and favors upon His creation.

Mercy: God's compassionate and forgiving disposition towards sinners, His willingness to pardon and
show grace.

Truthfulness: God's perfect faithfulness and His unwavering commitment to His promises and
declarations.

Charnock argues that these attributes are not mere abstract qualities but are actively displayed in God's
providential care, His redemptive plan, and His interactions with humanity throughout history. Understanding
these attributes allows believers to apprehend the character of God and to conform their own lives to His
divine example.

The Significance of Understanding God's Existence and Attributes

Stephen Charnock's deep dive into the existence and attributes of God serves a crucial purpose beyond mere
intellectual curiosity. For Charnock, a correct understanding of God is the bedrock of true theology, piety,
and a meaningful Christian life. He argues that a firm conviction of God's existence provides the ultimate
foundation for all human knowledge, morality, and purpose. Without God, life becomes meaningless, and ethical
frameworks collapse.

Furthermore, a thorough apprehension of God's attributes is essential for proper worship, prayer, and trust.
To know God's power and sovereignty inspires awe and reverence. To understand His love and mercy offers



comfort and hope. To recognize His holiness and righteousness calls for submission and obedience. Charnock
believed that a deficient or distorted view of God’s attributes leads to flawed worship, misguided ethical
judgments, and ultimately, spiritual barrenness. His work, therefore, aims to cultivate a profound and
accurate knowledge of God, leading to a more robust faith and a more consecrated life.

Stephen Charnock's Enduring Influence

Stephen Charnock's "The Existence and Attributes of God" remains a cornerstone of Puritan theology and
Christian apologetics. His meticulous argumentation, comprehensive scope, and profound devotional insights
have made it a timeless classic. The work continues to inform theological study, equip pastors and
apologists, and inspire individuals seeking a deeper understanding of the Divine Being. Charnock's legacy lies in his
unwavering commitment to defending the truth of God's existence and in his masterful articulation of God's
glorious perfections, providing a profound and enduring resource for all who seek to know and worship the one
true God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Stephen Charnock's primary theological contribution regarding the
existence and attributes of God?

Stephen Charnock's primary contribution is his robust and systematic defense of God's existence and the
explication of His divine attributes, most famously in his seminal work 'The Existence and Attributes of God'.

How did Charnock argue for the existence of God beyond simple assertion?

Charnock employed a combination of rational and experiential arguments. He appealed to the order and design of
the universe (cosmological and teleological arguments) and to the innate human consciousness and conscience,
which he believed pointed to a divine being.

Which of God's attributes did Charnock emphasize most prominently?

While he discussed many attributes, Charnock gave particular emphasis to God's sovereignty, immutability,
eternity, omnipotence, omniscience, and holiness. He sought to showcase God's absolute perfection and
independence.

What was Charnock's view on the relationship between God's attributes
and His actions in the world?

Charnock believed that God's attributes are not merely abstract qualities but are actively operative in His
providential governance of the world. Every action God takes is a perfect expression of His divine nature.

How did Charnock's Puritan context influence his understanding of God's
attributes?

As a Puritan, Charnock's focus on God's glory, sovereignty, and holiness was deeply informed by the Puritan
emphasis on God-centered theology and the need for accurate knowledge of God for worship and obedience.



In what way did Charnock's treatment of God's attributes relate to human
redemption?

Charnock argued that a proper understanding of God's attributes, especially His justice, mercy, and love, is
essential for understanding the necessity and efficacy of Christ's atonement and the Christian doctrine of
salvation.

What is the contemporary relevance of Stephen Charnock's work on the
existence and attributes of God?

Charnock's work remains relevant for its thorough apologetic arguments for God's existence and its deep
theological exploration of God's character. It provides a foundation for understanding biblical theology and
for engaging in apologetics in a reasoned manner.

Did Charnock address potential objections to the existence or nature of
God?

Yes, Charnock's extensive work implicitly and explicitly addresses various objections. He tackles notions of
atheism, deism, and anthropomorphism by demonstrating the coherence and necessity of a transcendent,
immutable, and omniscient God.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Stephen Charnock's work on the existence and attributes of God, with short
descriptions:

1. The Existence of God: A Timeless Defense
This book offers a robust, philosophical argument for the existence of God, drawing upon classical reasoning
and the inherent order of the universe. It systematically addresses common objections and provides a compelling
case for a divine creator. The author aims to equip readers with intellectual tools to understand and affirm
God's reality.

2. The Divine Attributes: Exploring God's Character
This foundational work delves into the multifaceted nature of God, exploring key attributes such as His
omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, love, and justice. It moves beyond abstract definitions to demonstrate
how these attributes are understood through Scripture and reason. The book provides a rich theological
framework for comprehending who God is.

3. The Glory of God: Unveiling His Majesty
This exploration focuses on the supreme and awe-inspiring glory of God, emphasizing His inherent worth and the
profound impact of His presence. It examines how God's glory is revealed in creation, redemption, and His
ultimate purposes. The book encourages a worshipful contemplation of God's magnificent character and
sovereign rule.

4. The Sovereignty of God: Understanding His Ultimate Authority
This treatise tackles the crucial doctrine of God's absolute sovereignty, explaining its implications for human
life, free will, and salvation. It asserts God's ultimate control over all events and His power to work His
will through all circumstances. The text aims to foster trust and submission in the face of life's uncertainties.

5. The Perfection of God: An Examination of His Incommunicable Qualities
This study concentrates on the perfections of God, particularly those unique attributes that distinguish Him
from all created beings. It meticulously analyzes concepts like God's immutability, eternity, and independence.
The book seeks to cultivate a deep appreciation for the unparalleled and flawless nature of God.

6. The Knowledge of God: Pathways to Divine Understanding



This work investigates the various ways in which humans can come to know God, both through general
revelation in nature and specific revelation in Scripture. It highlights the intellectual and spiritual disciplines
necessary for apprehending divine truth. The book guides readers in developing a more profound and intimate
knowledge of God.

7. The Incomprehensibility of God: Embracing Mystery
This book addresses the profound truth that God, in His infinite being, ultimately transcends human
comprehension. It argues that while we can know about God through revelation, His essence remains ultimately
mysterious. The text encourages humility and wonder in approaching the vastness of the divine.

8. The Wisdom of God: Discernment in Creation and Providence
This title explores the intricate and perfect wisdom evident in God's design of the universe and His guiding hand in
history. It showcases how God's plans are both wise and purposeful, often exceeding human understanding. The
book aims to deepen faith by observing God's intelligent administration of all things.

9. The Justice of God: Understanding Divine Equity
This focused examination probes the attribute of God's perfect justice, exploring its implications for morality,
law, and salvation. It clarifies how God upholds righteousness and deals equitably with His creation. The
book aims to foster confidence in God's impartial judgment and His ultimate vindication of truth.
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