
society of cincinnati members

Understanding the Society of Cincinnati
Membership

Society of Cincinnati members represent a unique and historically significant
group, tracing their lineage back to officers of the Continental Army and
Navy who served during the American Revolutionary War. This esteemed
organization, founded in 1783, is dedicated to preserving the ideals and
spirit of the Revolution, fostering fellowship among its descendants, and
promoting historical understanding. Exploring the criteria for becoming a
member, the historical context of its formation, and the ongoing activities
of its constituent societies offers a deep dive into a vital aspect of
American heritage.

This comprehensive article will illuminate the intricate world of Society of
Cincinnati membership. We will delve into the precise qualifications required
to join, explore the rich history and founding principles of the Society, and
examine the diverse roles and responsibilities that its members undertake.
Furthermore, we will discuss the geographical distribution of its state
societies and the significant contributions made by its members to historical
preservation and education. Understanding the lineage, traditions, and active
engagement of these individuals provides invaluable insight into the
continuity of patriotic ideals across generations.
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What are the Criteria for Society of Cincinnati
Membership?

The cornerstone of eligibility for membership in the Society of Cincinnati
rests firmly on hereditary descent. Specifically, individuals can qualify if
they are a lineal descendant of an officer of the Continental Army or Navy
who served with honor throughout the Revolutionary War. This lineage must be
demonstrable and meticulously documented, tracing back to a qualifying
ancestor. The Society maintains strict standards for genealogical proof,
ensuring that each member's connection to the Revolutionary period is genuine
and historically accurate. This emphasis on direct lineage underscores the
Society's commitment to honoring those who directly participated in the fight
for American independence.

Hereditary Descent from Revolutionary War Officers

The primary pathway to becoming a Society of Cincinnati member involves
proving direct, unbroken lineal descent from an officer who held a commission
in the Continental Army, the Continental Navy, or the Continental Marines
during the American Revolution. This includes officers who served under
commissioned rank from Brigadier General down to Second Lieutenant. The
service must have been honorable, and the ancestor must have been in
continuous service from the date of their commission or from the date of the
Declaration of Independence until the conclusion of the war. The genealogical
research required to establish this link can be extensive, often involving
the meticulous examination of birth, marriage, and death records spanning
centuries.



Eligibility Through Service in Allied Armies

Beyond the direct descendants of American officers, the Society of Cincinnati
also extends eligibility to individuals who are lineal descendants of French
officers who served in the French Army or Navy against Great Britain during
the Revolutionary War, provided they were in actual service and received the
approbation of their sovereign. France's crucial role as an ally to the
American colonies during the Revolution is recognized by this provision,
acknowledging the shared struggle and sacrifice. This international aspect of
membership further broadens the scope of the Society's reach and its
commitment to commemorating the global fight for liberty.

Application Process and Verification

The process for aspiring Society of Cincinnati members involves a formal
application submitted to one of the state societies. This application
requires detailed genealogical information, including names, dates, and
places of birth, marriage, and death for each ancestor in the direct line
back to the qualifying Revolutionary War officer. Extensive documentation,
such as birth certificates, marriage licenses, wills, deeds, and cemetery
records, must be provided to substantiate each generation. The state
society's genealogical committee rigorously reviews these submissions, and in
cases of doubt or complexity, may seek further verification. Once approved by
the state society, the application is forwarded to the General Society for
final confirmation, ensuring adherence to the established rules and
traditions of the organization.

Historical Roots and Founding Principles of the
Society

The Society of the Cincinnati was born from a unique moment in American
history, immediately following the successful conclusion of the Revolutionary
War. Its formation was not merely a social gathering but a deliberate act to
commemorate the sacrifices made by the Continental Army and Navy officers and
to foster enduring bonds of friendship and mutual support among them as they
transitioned back into civilian life. The ideals that guided its founders
remain central to the organization's mission today, emphasizing patriotism,
historical memory, and the preservation of the republican principles for
which they fought.

The Genesis of the Society Post-Revolution

In May 1783, at the encampment of the Continental Army at Newburgh, New York,
a group of officers, deeply concerned about their future and cherishing the
camaraderie forged in years of war, conceived of a society that would
perpetuate their shared experiences and the spirit of the Revolution. The war
was nearing its end, and the officers recognized the need for an organization
that would bridge the gap between military service and the establishment of a
new nation. The Society of the Cincinnati was thus established as a permanent
body, intended to outlast its original members and to serve as a living link
to the founding era.



Founders and Their Vision

Key figures instrumental in the founding of the Society included Major
General Henry Knox, who played a pivotal role in drafting the institution's
constitution, and Lieutenant General George Washington, who served as the
first President General. These visionary leaders sought to create an
organization that would not only honor military service but also promote
civic virtue and the principles of liberty and self-governance. They
envisioned a society that would serve as a bulwark against the potential
erosion of the hard-won freedoms and would actively contribute to the civic
well-being of the nascent republic. The founders aimed to create a lasting
legacy of patriotism and responsible citizenship.

Core Tenets: Patriotism, Historical Preservation, and
Fellowship

The foundational principles of the Society of Cincinnati are deeply rooted in
patriotism, a profound respect for the sacrifices of the Revolutionary
generation, and a commitment to preserving the history of that era.
Fellowship is another central tenet, emphasizing the enduring bonds of
fraternity among descendants of Revolutionary patriots. The Society strives
to keep alive the memory of the struggles for independence, to educate future
generations about the significance of the Revolution, and to encourage the
active practice of civic responsibility. These principles guide the actions
and endeavors of all Society of Cincinnati members, both individually and
collectively.

The Modern Society of Cincinnati: Activities
and Contributions

While deeply rooted in history, the Society of Cincinnati is far from a
static historical artifact. Its members actively engage in a variety of
pursuits that ensure the legacy of the Revolution continues to inform and
inspire contemporary society. These activities span educational outreach,
historical preservation, and the cultivation of a vibrant community among its
members, reflecting the dynamic nature of its commitment to its founding
ideals.

Preserving Revolutionary War History

A primary focus for Society of Cincinnati members is the preservation of
historic sites, documents, and artifacts related to the American Revolution.
This includes supporting museums, libraries, and historical societies that
safeguard these invaluable resources. Members often participate in research,
conservation efforts, and the dissemination of historical information,
ensuring that the stories and lessons of the Revolution remain accessible and
understood. Their efforts contribute significantly to maintaining the
tangible evidence of America's founding period for public benefit and
scholarly study.



Educational Initiatives and Scholarships

The Society of Cincinnati actively promotes educational programs designed to
enlighten the public, particularly younger generations, about the
Revolutionary War and its enduring impact on American democracy. This can
involve sponsoring lectures, workshops, and school programs. Furthermore,
many state societies offer scholarships to deserving students pursuing
studies in history, government, or related fields, thereby investing in
future leaders who understand and appreciate the nation's founding
principles. These initiatives demonstrate a forward-looking commitment to
perpetuating civic education.

Promoting Fellowship and Networking

The Society provides a unique platform for individuals with a shared heritage
and commitment to civic ideals to connect and engage. Regular meetings, both
at the state and general society levels, offer opportunities for members to
deepen their understanding of Revolutionary history, share genealogical
discoveries, and build strong personal relationships. This sense of community
is a vital aspect of the Society, reinforcing the bonds of fraternity that
were originally established by the Continental Army officers. It allows for
the exchange of ideas and perspectives among individuals dedicated to similar
patriotic goals.

Philanthropic Endeavors

Many state societies and individual members engage in philanthropic
activities that align with the Society's overarching mission. This can
include supporting historical preservation projects, contributing to
educational institutions, or participating in community service initiatives
that promote civic engagement and the values of liberty and justice. Through
these endeavors, Society of Cincinnati members actively work to make a
positive impact on society, embodying the spirit of service that
characterized the Revolutionary era.

Membership Demographics and Global Reach

The Society of Cincinnati's membership, while rooted in American history,
extends beyond the borders of the United States, reflecting the international
alliances and support that were crucial to the Revolution's success.
Understanding the distribution of its societies and its international
presence highlights the enduring global appeal of its founding principles and
the universal aspirations for liberty.

Distribution of State Societies in the United States

The General Society of the Cincinnati is composed of nineteen constituent
state societies located throughout the United States. These state societies
are established in states that were part of the original thirteen colonies,
as well as states admitted to the Union that had Revolutionary War veterans
settle within their borders. Each state society operates autonomously but
adheres to the overarching constitution and rules of the General Society.



This decentralized structure allows for localized activities and engagement
while maintaining a unified national organization dedicated to the Society's
core mission.

International Membership and Branches

In recognition of France's vital role as an ally during the American
Revolution, the Society of the Cincinnati maintains a significant
international presence through its membership criteria. As mentioned earlier,
descendants of French officers who served in the Continental Army or allied
forces are eligible for membership. This has led to the establishment of an
active society in France, fostering enduring ties between the two nations and
perpetuating the memory of their shared struggle for independence. This
international dimension underscores the universal relevance of the ideals
championed by the Society.

Distinguished Society of Cincinnati Members

Over its long history, the Society of Cincinnati has attracted and included
individuals of significant historical standing and contemporary influence,
all bound by their distinguished lineage and commitment to the Society's
principles. These members have contributed in myriad ways to American
history, culture, and public life, embodying the enduring legacy of the
Revolutionary patriots.

Notable Historical Figures

From its inception, the Society counted among its ranks many of the key
figures of the Revolutionary period and the early republic. Founding Fathers
such as George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and Nathanael Greene were
integral to the Society's formation and early leadership. Later generations
saw prominent statesmen, military leaders, and intellectuals join the ranks,
continuing the tradition of civic engagement and leadership that the Society
aimed to foster. The historical figures associated with the Society represent
a critical segment of those who shaped the United States.

Contemporary Influential Members

In the modern era, Society of Cincinnati members continue to be active in
various fields, including government, business, academia, and the arts. While
the Society itself is apolitical, its members often bring a strong sense of
civic duty and historical perspective to their respective endeavors. Their
engagement in preserving history, promoting education, and contributing to
public discourse reflects the enduring spirit of the patriots whose legacy
they uphold. These contemporary figures ensure that the Society remains a
relevant and active force in commemorating and learning from the American
Revolution.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common misconceptions about Society of
Cincinnati members?

A common misconception is that all members are direct male descendants of
Revolutionary War officers. While hereditary lineage is a primary
qualification, the Society also has provisions for collateral descendants and
honorary members, broadening its base beyond strict primogeniture.

What is the primary purpose or mission of the Society
of the Cincinnati?

The Society of the Cincinnati's core mission is to preserve and share the
history of the American Revolution, promote civic education, and foster
fellowship among descendants of the Continental Army and Navy officers. They
also emphasize principles of liberty, self-governance, and service.

How does one become a member of the Society of the
Cincinnati?

Membership is generally hereditary, requiring proof of direct lineage to an
officer who served in the Continental Army or Navy during the Revolutionary
War. Specific requirements and application processes vary slightly by state
society.

Are there any public events or initiatives organized
by the Society of the Cincinnati?

Yes, many state societies host public events, lectures, and educational
programs related to the Revolution. They also often partner with historical
sites and museums to support preservation efforts and educational outreach.

What is the historical significance of the Society of
the Cincinnati's name?

The Society is named after Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, a Roman farmer who,
according to legend, was called from his plow to lead Rome during a crisis
and, after achieving victory, voluntarily returned to his farm, embodying
civic virtue and selfless service.

Does the Society of the Cincinnati play a role in
modern politics or advocacy?

No, the Society of the Cincinnati is a non-political, non-sectarian
organization. Its focus is historical preservation, education, and promoting
civic ideals, not contemporary political action or lobbying.

What are some notable contributions or achievements



of the Society of the Cincinnati throughout history?

Historically, the Society has played a role in preserving Revolutionary War
battlefields, documenting lineages, and supporting the study of the
Revolution. They also were instrumental in establishing the first general
society in 1783.

How does the Society of the Cincinnati differentiate
itself from other lineage or historical societies?

The Society of the Cincinnati distinguishes itself through its direct
connection to the officers of the Continental Army and Navy, its emphasis on
the ideals and principles of the Revolution, and its commitment to preserving
that legacy for future generations.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to society of Cincinnati members, each with a
short description:

1. The Illustrious Founders: Patriots of the American Revolution
This book delves into the lives and motivations of the prominent military
officers who established the Society of the Cincinnati. It highlights their
shared experiences during the war and their aspirations for the newly formed
nation. The narrative emphasizes their commitment to republican ideals and
the preservation of liberty, often focusing on their struggles and triumphs.

2. A Legacy of Leadership: The Society of the Cincinnati and Early American
Governance
This title explores the significant influence the Society of the Cincinnati
had on the early development of American government and society. It examines
how its members, often holding positions of power, shaped political discourse
and policy. The book investigates the balance between their military
achievements and their contributions to civil society, showcasing their
ongoing commitment to civic virtue.

3. Beneath the Eagle and Laurel: The Hereditary Society of Cincinnati
This work provides an in-depth look at the enduring nature and evolving
traditions of the Society of the Cincinnati as a hereditary organization. It
traces the lineage of membership and explores the societal roles played by
successive generations of members. The book also discusses the Society's
efforts in historical preservation and education, connecting its past to the
present.

4. The Continental Army's Finest: Lives of the First Members of the
Cincinnati
Focusing specifically on the individuals who were charter members, this book
offers biographical sketches of key figures within the early Society. It
details their military careers, their post-war lives, and their personal
connections to one another. The book aims to paint a vivid picture of the men
who envisioned and created this important historical organization.

5. From Battlefield to Boardroom: The Post-War Careers of Cincinnati Members
This title examines the transition of members of the Society of the
Cincinnati from military service to civilian life and their subsequent impact
on American commerce, politics, and culture. It showcases how the discipline
and leadership honed during the Revolution were applied to building a new



nation. The book illustrates the broad spectrum of their contributions beyond
military valor.

6. Guardians of the Republic: The Society of the Cincinnati's Enduring Ideals
This book analyzes the core principles and enduring ideals that have guided
the Society of the Cincinnati since its inception. It explores their
commitment to liberty, self-governance, and civic responsibility. The text
examines how these ideals have been interpreted and upheld by members
throughout American history, acting as a continuous thread.

7. The Architects of Independence: The Society of the Cincinnati's Vision for
America
This title highlights the forward-thinking vision that the founders of the
Society of the Cincinnati held for the fledgling United States. It explores
their role in shaping national identity and fostering a sense of unity among
the former colonies. The book emphasizes their belief in the long-term
success of the American experiment and their commitment to its principles.

8. Generations of Service: The Descendants of the Society of the Cincinnati
This work focuses on the lineage and continued engagement of descendants who
have become members of the Society of the Cincinnati. It explores how family
traditions and historical consciousness have been passed down through
generations. The book showcases the ongoing commitment of these families to
preserving American history and promoting civic engagement.

9. The Society of the Cincinnati: A History of Patriotism and Preservation
This comprehensive history chronicles the founding, evolution, and ongoing
activities of the Society of the Cincinnati. It details its significant
contributions to historical research, monument preservation, and educational
initiatives. The book examines the Society's role as a guardian of
revolutionary memory and its efforts to educate future generations about the
nation's founding principles.
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