
simple math tricks for kids
simple math tricks for kids can transform everyday calculations into fun, engaging activities,
demystifying numbers and boosting confidence. This article explores a variety of clever mathematical
shortcuts and games designed to make learning math enjoyable for children. We'll delve into easy
multiplication hacks, lightning-fast addition methods, and engaging subtraction techniques, all aimed
at improving numeracy skills and fostering a positive attitude towards mathematics. Discover how to
make math a playful experience with these straightforward yet powerful tricks.
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Easy Multiplication Tricks for Young Learners

Multiplication can seem daunting for young children, but a few simple tricks can make it incredibly
accessible and even fun. These techniques leverage patterns and visualization, helping kids grasp
multiplication concepts without rote memorization. Focusing on visual aids and memorable methods
can significantly ease the learning curve.

Multiplying by 9: The Finger Trick

One of the most engaging multiplication tricks for kids involves their own fingers. This visual method
for multiplying by 9 is remarkably effective. To multiply any number from 1 to 10 by 9, simply lay out
your ten fingers. For example, to calculate 9 x 3, you would bend down your third finger. All the
fingers to the left of the bent finger represent the tens digit (in this case, 2 fingers), and all the fingers
to the right represent the units digit (7 fingers). Thus, 9 x 3 = 27. This trick provides an immediate,
tactile understanding of the multiplication result.



Multiplying by 11: The Pattern Method

Multiplying two-digit numbers by 11 is surprisingly simple once you understand the pattern. For
numbers where the sum of the digits is less than 10, the trick is straightforward. Take the two-digit
number, say 23. The trick involves placing the sum of its digits (2 + 3 = 5) between the original digits.
So, 23 x 11 = 253. This creates a memorable and easy-to-apply rule. For numbers where the sum of
the digits is 10 or more, a slight adjustment is needed, but the core principle remains the same,
making multiplication by 11 a breeze.

Squaring Numbers Ending in 5

This trick allows children to quickly square any two-digit number that ends in 5. The method is
elegantly simple. Take the number, for instance, 45. First, recognize that the result will always end in
25. Next, focus on the digit(s) before the 5 (in this case, 4). Multiply this digit by the next consecutive
integer (4 x 5 = 20). Finally, place this result (20) before the 25. So, 45 squared is 2025. This pattern
recognition makes squaring numbers ending in 5 a rapid and satisfying calculation.

Fun Addition Hacks for Kids

Addition forms the foundation of many mathematical operations, and making it fun can foster a
lifelong love for numbers. These addition hacks are designed to simplify calculations and encourage
mental arithmetic, transforming potential frustration into playful problem-solving.

Making Tens for Easier Addition

A fundamental strategy in mental addition is "making tens." This involves breaking down numbers to
create sums of 10, which are easier to manage. For example, to add 7 + 5, a child can think of 7 as
needing 3 more to reach 10. They can then take those 3 from the 5, leaving 2. So, 7 + 3 = 10, and
then add the remaining 2, making it 10 + 2 = 12. This method breaks down larger additions into
smaller, more manageable steps, promoting number sense.

Adding by Jumping on a Number Line

The number line is a powerful visual tool for teaching addition. Children can "jump" along the number
line to represent adding. To solve 13 + 6, they would start at 13 and make 6 individual jumps forward.
Each jump represents adding 1. This visual approach helps solidify the concept of adding quantities
and can be adapted for larger numbers as well, making addition more concrete and understandable.



Adding Large Numbers Column by Column (with a twist)

While traditional column addition is essential, introducing a fun twist can engage kids. Instead of just
writing the carried-over digit above, encourage them to draw a small symbol or even write a mini-
story about the "borrowed" number. For example, when adding 47 + 35, if the ones column (7+5)
results in 12, you carry the 1. The trick could be to draw a little superhero carrying the 1 to the tens
column. This adds a creative element to a standard procedure.

Quick Subtraction Methods to Master

Subtraction, like addition, can be approached with clever tricks that build confidence and speed.
These methods often involve reframing the problem or using visualization to simplify the process of
taking away.

Subtracting from 100 or 1000

There's a neat trick for subtracting any three-digit number from 1000. Think of it as a puzzle: the
digits in the answer always add up to 9, except for the last digit, which must add up to 10 with the
original number's last digit. For example, to calculate 1000 - 347: The first digit of the answer is 9 - 3
= 6. The second digit is 9 - 4 = 5. The last digit is 10 - 7 = 3. So, 1000 - 347 = 653. This pattern is
remarkably easy to remember and apply.

Using the "Jump Back" Method on a Number Line

Similar to addition, the number line can be used for subtraction by "jumping back." To solve 25 - 8, a
child starts at 25 and makes 8 jumps backward. Each jump represents subtracting 1. This reinforces
the concept of decreasing value. For larger subtractions, children can make larger jumps, perhaps
jumping back by tens or fives, making the process more efficient and visually intuitive.

The "Borrowing" Trick Made Easy

When borrowing is required in subtraction, it can sometimes confuse younger learners. A helpful trick
is to visualize the borrowing process as a collaborative effort. When you need to borrow from the tens
place for the ones place, think of the tens digit "lending" 10 to the ones place. This emphasizes the
value exchange and makes the abstract concept of borrowing more concrete and less intimidating.

Engaging Math Games and Puzzles



Learning doesn't have to be confined to worksheets. Incorporating games and puzzles into math
practice makes it exciting and memorable. These activities reinforce learned skills while fostering a
positive relationship with numbers.

Card Games: Use a standard deck of cards to play games like "Addition War" (highest sum
wins) or "Subtraction Match" (find pairs that subtract to a target number).

Dice Games: Rolling dice can be used for various games. Players can add or multiply the
numbers rolled, or try to reach a target number by rolling specific combinations.

Puzzles: Sudoku, logic puzzles, and even word problems presented as mysteries can engage
children's critical thinking and problem-solving skills, all while using mathematical concepts.

Online Math Games: Numerous websites and apps offer interactive math games that cater to
different age groups and skill levels, providing a fun and engaging way to practice.

Beyond the Tricks: Building Math Confidence

While math tricks are excellent tools for making calculations easier and more engaging, building true
mathematical confidence goes a step further. It involves fostering a growth mindset and encouraging
exploration.

Encourage children to explain their thinking process, even when using a trick. Asking "How did you
figure that out?" or "Can you show me another way?" validates their efforts and promotes deeper
understanding. Celebrate effort and persistence, not just correct answers. When a child struggles,
reframe it as an opportunity to learn and try a different approach. Regularly exposing children to
various mathematical concepts through age-appropriate stories, real-world examples, and hands-on
activities can also build a strong foundation and a positive attitude towards mathematics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What's a super easy way to multiply any number by 11,
especially for kids learning multiplication?
Here's a cool trick for multiplying by 11! Take a two-digit number, say 23. Separate the digits (2 and
3). Add them together (2 + 3 = 5). Then, put that sum in between the original digits: 2 5 3. So, 23 x
11 = 253! It works for most two-digit numbers. If the sum is 10 or more, carry over the tens digit to
the first number.

How can kids quickly figure out if a number is divisible by 5



without actually dividing?
It's super simple! A number is divisible by 5 if its last digit is a 0 or a 5. That's it! So, numbers like 30,
75, 120, and 995 are all divisible by 5 because they end in 0 or 5. Numbers like 12, 37, or 104 are not.

Is there a fun trick to quickly add up a series of consecutive
numbers, like 1 + 2 + 3 + ... + 10?
Yes, there's a neat trick! For a series of numbers from 1 to 'n', you can pair the first and last numbers,
the second and second-to-last, and so on. For 1 to 10, you'd pair (1+10), (2+9), (3+8), (4+7), and
(5+6). Each pair adds up to 11! There are 5 such pairs, so 5 x 11 = 55. The general formula is n (n +
1) / 2.

What's a quick way for kids to guess the product of two
numbers that are close to 100, like 98 x 97?
This trick works for numbers close to 100. How far is each number from 100? 98 is 2 away, and 97 is 3
away. Subtract the difference of one number from the other (98 - 3 = 95 or 97 - 2 = 95). This is the
first part of your answer. Then, multiply the differences together (2 x 3 = 6). If the product is a single
digit, add a leading zero (06). So, 98 x 97 = 9506. Remember to adjust if the product of the
differences is 10 or more!

How can children easily square any two-digit number ending
in 5, like 35² or 75²?
This is a fun one! For a two-digit number ending in 5, like 35, first take the digit before the 5 (which is
3). Multiply that digit by the next consecutive number (3 x 4 = 12). Then, add '25' to the end of that
result. So, 35² = 1225. Let's try 75: take 7, multiply by 8 (7 x 8 = 56), and add '25'. So, 75² = 5625.
It's a super quick way to get those squares!

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to simple math tricks for kids, with descriptions:

1. The Magical Number Nine: Easy Tricks for Young Mathematicians
This book unlocks the secrets of the number nine with a collection of fun and straightforward tricks.
Kids will learn how to perform impressive calculations with just their fingers or a quick mental check.
It demystifies multiplication and division involving nine, making practice feel like a game.

2. Super Speedy Sums: Shortcuts to Addition and Subtraction
Tired of lengthy calculations? This book provides clever shortcuts and visual aids to speed up addition
and subtraction for young learners. Discover how to easily add numbers ending in zero or quickly find
differences without counting every single step. It’s designed to build confidence and make arithmetic
feel effortless.

3. Clever Counting Tricks: Amazing Ways to Master Numbers
Explore a world of ingenious counting methods and number patterns in this engaging book. Children



will learn how to count groups of objects efficiently and spot hidden sequences in everyday numbers.
The tricks presented are simple to grasp and help develop a deeper understanding of numerical
relationships.

4. The Multiplication Maze: Fun Puzzles and Tricks for Times Tables
Navigate the world of multiplication with this exciting collection of puzzles and tricks. This book
transforms memorizing times tables into an enjoyable adventure, offering visual strategies and
pattern recognition to make them stick. Kids will discover how to solve multiplication problems in
unique and memorable ways.

5. Fantastic Fractions: Simple Secrets for Understanding Parts
Demystify the often-confusing concept of fractions with this easy-to-understand guide. Through
relatable examples and visual representations, children will learn to grasp what fractions are and how
to work with them. The book offers simple tricks for comparing, adding, and even subtracting
fractions.

6. Geometry Gems: Discovering Shapes with Fun Tricks
Uncover the fascinating world of shapes and their properties with this playful book. It introduces basic
geometry concepts through engaging activities and simple tricks for identifying, comparing, and even
drawing different shapes. Kids will learn to see the mathematical beauty in the objects around them.

7. Decimal Detectives: Unraveling Numbers with Smart Tricks
Become a decimal detective and crack the code of decimal numbers with this insightful book. It
presents easy-to-follow methods and visual cues to help children understand decimal place value and
perform operations. The tricks shared make decimals less intimidating and more accessible.

8. Pattern Powerhouse: Finding Math Magic in Sequences
Unlock the power of patterns and discover the hidden magic in number sequences. This book guides
young learners to identify and predict patterns, making mathematical thinking more intuitive. It uses
simple, fun tricks to illustrate how patterns exist everywhere and are a fundamental part of math.

9. The Estimation Explorer: Making Smart Guesses with Math Tricks
Learn the art of making smart guesses and estimations with this practical guide. This book equips kids
with simple tricks and strategies for approximating numbers, distances, and quantities without
needing exact calculations. It fosters confidence in problem-solving by teaching them to get close to
the right answer.
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