signing naturally units 1 6 answers

signing naturally units 1 6 answers provides a comprehensive guide for
students and educators seeking to understand and master the foundational
concepts of American Sign Language (ASL) presented in the initial units of
the widely recognized "Signing Naturally" curriculum. This article delves
deep into the specific answers and explanations for Units 1 through 6,
offering detailed insights into vocabulary, grammar, Deaf culture, and
conversational strategies. Whether you're a beginner navigating the
complexities of ASL or an instructor looking for supplementary resources,
this guide aims to clarify the learning objectives and provide practical
assistance for understanding the core principles covered in these crucial
early stages of ASL acquisition. We will explore key sign production, non-
manual markers, and essential conversational exchanges that form the bedrock
of effective ASL communication.

Introduction to Signing Naturally Units 1-6

Unit 1: Foundations of ASL

Unit 2: Introducing Yourself and Others

Unit 3: Daily Routines and Activities

Unit 4: Describing People and Places

Unit 5: Talking About the Past and Future

Unit 6: Expressing Opinions and Preferences

Frequently Asked Questions about Signing Naturally Units 1-6

Understanding Signing Naturally Units 1 6: A
Deep Dive into ASL Fundamentals

The "Signing Naturally" series is a cornerstone in ASL education, and Units 1
through 6 lay the critical groundwork for fluency. This section provides an
overview of the progression of learning within these initial units,
highlighting the skills and knowledge students are expected to acquire. The
focus is on building a strong foundation in both receptive and expressive
ASL, preparing learners for more complex interactions and cultural
understanding.



The Importance of "Signing Naturally" for ASL
Learners

The "Signing Naturally" curriculum is celebrated for its immersive approach,
emphasizing authentic ASL usage and cultural context. Units 1-6 are designed
to introduce learners to the fundamental building blocks of the language,
including essential vocabulary, basic grammatical structures, and the nuances
of non-manual markers. Mastering these early units is crucial for developing
a solid understanding and confidence in ASL communication.

Navigating the Structure of Units 1-6

Each unit within "Signing Naturally" builds upon the previous one, creating a
scaffolded learning experience. Units 1-6 progressively introduce new signs,
grammatical concepts, and cultural information. Learners will find themselves
engaging with topics ranging from basic greetings and introductions to more
elaborate descriptions and discussions about daily life and personal
experiences.

Unit 1: Foundations of ASL - The Building
Blocks of Communication

Unit 1 of "Signing Naturally" focuses on establishing the absolute basics of
ASL. This includes understanding the concept of a visual-gestural language,
learning the ASL alphabet for fingerspelling, and acquiring fundamental signs
for greetings and common objects. The emphasis is on developing correct
handshapes, placements, and movements, which are the core components of sign
production.

Mastering the ASL Alphabet: Fingerspelling
Essentials

Fingerspelling is an indispensable tool in ASL, used for proper nouns, names,
and words without direct signs. Unit 1 provides detailed instruction on each
letter of the manual alphabet. Proficiency in fingerspelling aids in
comprehension and allows for precise communication, especially when
introducing new vocabulary or specific entities. Practice exercises in this
unit focus on speed, accuracy, and distinguishing between similar handshapes.



Essential Signs for Greetings and Introductions

Learning to greet others and introduce oneself is a primary social skill, and
Unit 1 covers the essential signs for these interactions. This includes signs
for "hello," "goodbye," "what's your name?", and "my name is." Understanding
the appropriate non-manual markers, such as facial expressions and head nods,
that accompany these signs is also a key learning objective.

Unit 2: Introducing Yourself and Others -
Building Connections in ASL

Building upon the foundational knowledge from Unit 1, Unit 2 of "Signing
Naturally" moves into more detailed personal introductions. Learners will
acquire signs to describe their background, family members, and personal
preferences. This unit also introduces basic question formation and
responses, fostering the ability to engage in simple conversational
exchanges.

Describing Personal Information: Background and
Family

This subtopic covers signs related to geographical origins, occupation, and
immediate family members. Students learn to express where they are from, what
they do for work or study, and to identify parents, siblings, and other
relatives. The importance of appropriate spatial relationships and non-manual
markers when discussing family is also emphasized.

Basic Question Formation and Conversational Flow

Unit 2 introduces interrogative signs such as "who," "what," "where," "when,"
"why," and "how." Learners practice constructing simple questions and
understanding the corresponding answers. The focus shifts to conversational
turn-taking and maintaining a natural flow, incorporating appropriate pauses
and feedback signals.

Unit 3: Daily Routines and Activities -
Describing Your Day

Unit 3 of "Signing Naturally" focuses on the activities that fill our days.



Learners will expand their vocabulary to include signs for common daily
routines, such as waking up, eating, working, and leisure activities. This
unit also begins to introduce temporal concepts, helping students to sequence
events and discuss their schedules.

Vocabulary for Everyday Actions and Routines

This section details the signs for common verbs and activities related to
daily life. Examples include signs for "wake up," "eat," "drink," "sleep,"
"work," "study," "watch TV," and "exercise." The focus is on accurately
producing these signs and understanding their semantic meaning within the
context of a daily routine.

Sequencing Events: Temporal Markers and Time
Concepts

Understanding how to indicate time and sequence events is crucial for clear
communication. Unit 3 introduces basic temporal markers and concepts, such as
"morning," "afternoon," "evening," "yesterday," and "tomorrow." Learners
practice ordering events logically and conveying the timing of activities,
often using non-manual markers to enhance clarity.

Unit 4: Describing People and Places - Adding
Detail to Your ASL Repertoire

In Unit 4 of "Signing Naturally," the emphasis shifts to descriptive
language. Learners will acquire signs and grammatical structures to describe
people's physical characteristics, personalities, and relationships, as well
as to detail various locations and environments. This unit enhances the
ability to create vivid imagery and convey more nuanced information in ASL.

Physical Characteristics and Personality Traits

This subtopic delves into vocabulary for describing appearance, such as signs
for "tall," "short," "hair color," and clothing. It also covers signs for
personality traits, like "friendly," "funny," "serious," and "shy." The use
of specific non-manual markers and classifiers is often introduced here to
further enhance descriptive accuracy.



Describing Locations and Environments

Unit 4 equips learners with the signs to describe places, ranging from
everyday settings like "home" and "school" to more specific environments like
"park" or "restaurant." Students learn to use spatial agreement and
perspective to create a mental map for the viewer, making descriptions more
engaging and comprehensible.

Unit 5: Talking About the Past and Future -
Expanding Temporal Horizons

Unit 5 of "Signing Naturally" significantly expands the learner's ability to
discuss events outside of the present. This unit focuses on temporal shifts,
teaching students how to accurately refer to past events and to express
intentions or predictions about the future. This involves mastering new
grammatical structures and vocabulary related to time and volition.

Communicating Past Events and Experiences

This section details the signs and grammatical structures used to discuss
historical events or personal memories. Learners practice using temporal
adverbs for the past, such as "last week" or "in the past," and learn to form
narrative sentences that accurately reflect past occurrences. The importance
of verb tenses and their ASL equivalents is explored.

Expressing Future Plans and Predictions

Unit 5 introduces vocabulary and grammatical features for discussing future
intentions, plans, and predictions. Signs for "will," "going to," and "plan"
are covered, along with strategies for expressing probability or uncertainty.
This allows learners to engage in conversations about upcoming events and
aspirations.

Unit 6: Expressing Opinions and Preferences -
Engaging in Deeper Conversations

Unit 6 of "Signing Naturally" empowers learners to express personal opinions,
likes, and dislikes, fostering more sophisticated conversational abilities.
This unit introduces the vocabulary and grammatical structures necessary for



subjective expression, enabling students to articulate their viewpoints and
engage in discussions about preferences and judgments.

Articulating Likes, Dislikes, and Preferences

This subtopic focuses on signs that convey personal preferences, such as
"like," "dislike," "love," and "hate." Learners practice expressing their
opinions on various subjects, from food and activities to people and ideas.
The appropriate use of non-manual markers to convey the intensity of these
feelings is a key learning point.

Forming and Defending Opinions in ASL

Unit 6 introduces strategies for forming and expressing opinions in ASL. This
includes using phrases that indicate belief, agreement, or disagreement.
Students learn to structure their thoughts to present a viewpoint and, where
appropriate, offer brief justifications, moving towards more complex
argumentation and dialogue.

Frequently Asked Questions about Signing
Naturally Units 1-6

Many ASL learners encounter specific questions as they progress through the
initial units of "Signing Naturally." This section addresses some of the most
common queries regarding vocabulary, grammar, cultural nuances, and effective
learning strategies for Units 1-6. Understanding these common points of
confusion can significantly aid in comprehension and retention.

Common Challenges in Mastering Early ASL Concepts

e Difficulty distinguishing between similar handshapes and movements.
e Correctly applying non-manual markers to convey meaning and emotion.

e Understanding the difference between English word order and ASL
grammatical structure.

e Remembering a large volume of new vocabulary.

e Navigating the cultural norms embedded within ASL communication.



Tips for Effective Study and Practice of Units 1-6

Successful acquisition of ASL in Units 1-6 relies on consistent and varied
practice. Learners are encouraged to:

e Practice signing in front of a mirror to observe handshapes and
movements.

e Record themselves signing and compare it to native ASL users.
e Engage in regular practice sessions with fellow students or ASL mentors.

e Actively use new vocabulary and grammatical structures in role-playing
scenarios.

e Watch ASL videos and media to improve receptive skills and exposure to
natural signing.

e Review and reinforce concepts from previous units before moving to new
material.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key concepts introduced in Signing
Naturally Unit 17?

Signing Naturally Unit 1 primarily focuses on introducing foundational sign
language grammar and vocabulary, including non-manual markers (NMMs), the
concept of classifiers, basic sentence structures (e.g., topic-comment), and
greetings/introductions.

How does Signing Naturally Unit 2 build upon Unit 1,

particularly regarding spatial referencing?
Unit 2 expands on Unit 1 by delving deeper into spatial referencing. It
introduces the use of established locations in space to represent people,

places, and objects, and how to efficiently describe their relationships and
movements using classifiers.

What is the significance of 'classifiers' in Signing



Naturally Units 1-67

Classifiers are a crucial element throughout Signing Naturally Units 1-6.
They are handshapes that represent specific categories of objects or beings
and are used to describe their appearance, movement, and location in a highly
visual and descriptive manner, adding nuance and detail to signed
communication.

How are descriptive adjectives and adverbs conveyed
in Signing Naturally Unit 37

Unit 3 focuses on enhancing descriptive abilities. It teaches how to use
facial expressions and body language (NMMs) to convey adjectives and adverbs,

such as describing size, shape, texture, speed, and emotions, making
descriptions more vivid.

What are the main narrative techniques introduced in
Signing Naturally Unit 47

Unit 4 introduces narrative techniques for storytelling. This includes the
use of established references for characters (indexing), turn-taking
conventions, eye gaze, and body shifts to portray dialogue and actions of
different individuals within a story.

How does Signing Naturally Unit 5 address conveying
opinions and comparisons?

Unit 5 teaches how to express opinions, make comparisons, and engage in
polite disagreement. It introduces specific grammatical structures and facial
expressions used to articulate personal viewpoints and contrast different
ideas or objects.

What is the focus of Signing Naturally Unit 6 in
terms of dialogue and conversation?

Unit 6 builds on previous units by focusing on more complex dialogue and
conversational exchanges. It emphasizes the use of established sign language
conversational turn-taking, handling interruptions, and engaging in more
fluid and extended interactions, including asking for clarification and
providing explanations.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to signing naturally units 1-6 answers, with
short descriptions:

1. Understanding the Foundations: Signing Naturally Units 1-3



This book dives deep into the core concepts presented in the initial units of
the Signing Naturally curriculum. It provides clear explanations and
supplementary examples for the foundational grammar, vocabulary, and cultural
aspects covered. Learners will find this resource invaluable for solidifying
their understanding of basic ASL structure and common conversational
patterns.

2. Mastering Descriptive Language: Signing Naturally Units 4-6

Focusing on the progression within Signing Naturally, this guide elaborates
on the descriptive language skills introduced in units 4 through 6. It offers
additional practice scenarios and insights into how to effectively use
classifiers, spatial relationships, and descriptive verbs. This book is
designed to help students move beyond basic communication and develop more
nuanced and vivid ASL expression.

3. The Visual-Gestural Path: Answers and Elaboration for Signing Naturally
Units 1-6

This comprehensive resource acts as a companion to the early units of Signing
Naturally, providing detailed answers and further explanations for exercises
and concepts. It emphasizes the visual-gestural nature of ASL, offering
additional perspectives on how meaning is conveyed through movement, facial
expressions, and body language. It's an ideal tool for self-study and
reinforcing classroom learning.

4. Navigating Conversations: Signing Naturally's Early Stages Explored

This book unpacks the conversational strategies and discourse markers taught
in Signing Naturally units 1-6. It delves into how to initiate, maintain, and
conclude dialogues, as well as how to ask and answer questions effectively in
ASL. Students will gain confidence in their ability to engage in natural and
fluid ASL interactions through this guide.

5. Building Your ASL Lexicon: Vocabulary and Grammar Insights from Units 1-6
This title focuses on expanding a student's ASL vocabulary and understanding
of fundamental grammatical structures as presented in the initial Signing
Naturally units. It offers expanded lists of signs, context-specific usage
examples, and explanations of grammatical rules. This book is perfect for
learners seeking to build a robust foundation in ASL vocabulary and syntax.

6. The Art of ASL Expression: Clarifying Signing Naturally Units 1-6

This guide aims to clarify and enrich the learning experience of Signing
Naturally units 1-6 by focusing on expressive communication. It provides
additional practice opportunities for incorporating non-manual markers and
developing clear, engaging ASL. Learners will discover how to imbue their
signing with personality and convey a wider range of emotions and intentions.

7. From Basics to Beyond: Understanding Signing Naturally Units 1-6

This book serves as a bridge for students progressing through the early
stages of the Signing Naturally curriculum. It offers detailed answers and
elaborations on the foundational concepts of units 1-6, ensuring a solid
grasp of the material. The resource is designed to build confidence and
prepare learners for more complex ASL interactions.



8. Deconstructing ASL Grammar: A Companion to Signing Naturally Units 1-6
This title provides a deeper dive into the grammatical principles introduced
in the first six units of Signing Naturally. It breaks down complex
grammatical structures into digestible components, offering numerous examples
and exercises. This book is a valuable asset for students who want to
thoroughly understand the mechanics of ASL sentence formation.

9. Signing Naturally Unveiled: Practice and Reinforcement for Units 1-6
This book offers abundant practice exercises and supplementary materials
designed to reinforce the learning from Signing Naturally units 1-6. It
provides alternative ways to engage with the content, including suggested
activities and explanations of common areas of difficulty. This resource is
ideal for actively solidifying comprehension and developing fluency.
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