
sherwin williams color of the year
history
sherwin williams color of the year history is a fascinating journey into how
a single hue can capture the zeitgeist and influence design trends worldwide.
Each year, Sherwin-Williams unveils a Color of the Year, a decision steeped
in extensive research, trend forecasting, and a deep understanding of
cultural shifts. This article delves into the rich tapestry of Sherwin-
Williams' Color of the Year program, exploring its origins, evolution, and
the profound impact it has on homeowners, designers, and the broader
aesthetic landscape. We will examine the selection process, the themes that
have guided past choices, and the enduring legacy of this influential annual
announcement. Discover how these carefully chosen colors reflect our
collective mood and aspirations.
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The Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year is more than just a shade; it's a
carefully curated expression of the cultural moment, a predictor of design
aspirations, and a powerful tool for inspiration. Its history is a testament
to the brand's commitment to understanding and shaping the world of color.
Each year, a dedicated team pores over countless influences, from global
events and fashion runways to social media trends and architectural
innovations, to identify a singular hue that resonates with the prevailing
mood and anticipates future desires. This process, refined over years,
ensures that the chosen color is not only aesthetically pleasing but also
deeply meaningful.



The Genesis of the Sherwin-Williams Color of
the Year Program

While the exact inception date of the official "Color of the Year" program as
we know it today can be elusive, Sherwin-Williams has long been at the
forefront of color trend forecasting. The company's deep roots in paint and
coatings, dating back to 1866, have provided a rich foundation for
understanding the cyclical nature of color preferences. Early on, Sherwin-
Williams recognized the importance of guiding consumers and professionals
alike, offering palettes and insights that reflected evolving tastes. The
formalization of an annual "Color of the Year" announcement likely emerged as
a strategic response to the growing demand for curated color guidance in the
interior design and architecture industries.

Early Influences on Color Selection

Before the explicit "Color of the Year" designation, Sherwin-Williams would
have been influenced by broader design movements. The Art Deco period, for
instance, with its bold geometric patterns and rich jewel tones, would have
undoubtedly shaped the company's offerings. Similarly, the mid-century modern
era, with its emphasis on natural materials and earthy palettes, would have
seen a shift in recommended colors. These historical periods represent the
informal, yet impactful, precursors to the structured Color of the Year
selection we see today.

The Rise of Trend Forecasting

As the 20th century progressed, the field of trend forecasting became more
sophisticated. Companies like Sherwin-Williams invested in dedicated research
teams to analyze subtle shifts in consumer behavior, technology, and global
culture. This data-driven approach allowed for a more proactive and strategic
selection of colors that could anticipate, rather than merely react to,
market trends. The idea of a singular, representative color began to gain
traction as a powerful marketing and design tool.

Decoding the Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year
Selection Process

The process behind selecting the Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year is a
meticulous and multi-faceted endeavor. It's not a matter of random choice or
personal preference, but rather a well-researched and collaborative effort



that seeks to capture the essence of the times. Sherwin-Williams' design
experts engage in extensive global research, analyzing a vast array of
influences to pinpoint the hue that will define the coming year.

Global Trend Research and Analysis

The foundation of the Color of the Year selection lies in comprehensive
global trend research. This involves studying everything from international
fashion weeks and architectural designs to emerging art movements and
technological advancements. Analysts look for recurring themes, patterns, and
emotional undercurrents that are shaping how people want to live and interact
with their environments. This research often takes place months, if not
years, in advance of the official announcement, allowing for a deep dive into
emerging cultural narratives.

Inspiration from Various Industries

Inspiration for the Color of the Year draws from a diverse range of
industries. The fashion world, with its rapid cycles of color and texture,
provides a significant source of influence. Similarly, the automotive
industry’s color choices, the latest in consumer electronics, and even the
palettes seen in popular films and television shows are all taken into
consideration. The goal is to identify colors that have a broad appeal and
are beginning to surface across multiple sectors, indicating a growing
cultural acceptance.

The Role of Sherwin-Williams' Color Marketing Group

At the heart of the selection process is Sherwin-Williams' Color Marketing
Group (CMG). This esteemed group comprises design professionals, marketers,
and color experts who convene regularly to discuss and analyze color trends.
Their collective insights, informed by their diverse backgrounds and global
perspectives, are instrumental in narrowing down the vast spectrum of
possibilities to a single, representative color. Their discussions often
revolve around the emotional and psychological impact of different hues.

Connecting Color to Societal Mood

A crucial aspect of the selection is the connection between color and the
prevailing societal mood. Designers consider how people are feeling, what
their aspirations are, and the challenges they might be facing. A color might
be chosen to evoke a sense of calm and tranquility during uncertain times, or



to inspire creativity and optimism for the future. This understanding of the
emotional resonance of color is paramount.

Evolution of Themes in Sherwin-Williams Colors
of the Year

Over the years, the Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year selections have
mirrored evolving societal values and design aesthetics. Each year’s choice
reflects a unique theme, offering a snapshot of the cultural zeitgeist and
providing a narrative around the chosen hue. These themes often speak to
broader aspirations, concerns, or desired feelings.

Early Themes: Simplicity and Nature

In the earlier stages of the program, themes often gravitated towards
simplicity, natural elements, and a desire for grounding. Colors might have
reflected a connection to the earth, the sea, or the changing seasons. These
selections often emphasized a sense of calm, stability, and an appreciation
for the natural world, aligning with a desire for tranquil living spaces.

Mid-Program Themes: Boldness and Expression

As design became more experimental and individualistic, themes shifted
towards bolder expressions and a celebration of personal style. Colors might
have offered a sense of vibrancy, energy, or sophisticated escapism. This
period saw a rise in colors that encouraged creativity and allowed for more
adventurous use in interior design, moving beyond purely functional
applications.

Recent Themes: Connection, Well-being, and
Authenticity

In more recent years, themes have increasingly focused on connection, well-
being, and authenticity. Colors are chosen to foster a sense of comfort,
encourage introspection, and promote mindfulness. There's a growing emphasis
on sustainable living and a desire for spaces that feel nurturing and
restorative. This reflects a societal shift towards prioritizing mental and
emotional health, and seeking genuine experiences.



Notable Sherwin-Williams Colors of the Year and
Their Significance

Each Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year carries its own story and
significance, reflecting the unique context of its selection. Examining a few
notable past choices offers insight into the brand's trend forecasting and
its impact on design.

2024: Upward (SW 6239)

Chosen for 2024, Upward is a serene, airy blue that evokes a sense of
lightness and possibility. It represents a desire for optimism and forward
momentum. This color aims to bring a feeling of calm clarity and fresh
beginnings to spaces, encouraging a sense of peace and spaciousness. It
signals a collective aspiration for growth and a brighter future, a gentle
nudge towards a more uplifting environment.

2023: Redend Point (SW 9081)

Redend Point, the Color of the Year for 2023, is a warm, welcoming terracotta
with subtle rosy undertones. It embodies comfort, creativity, and a
connection to nature. This earthy hue is designed to create spaces that feel
nurturing, grounding, and inspiring, fostering a sense of groundedness and a
desire for authentic, tactile experiences. Its warmth promotes a feeling of
home and belonging.

2022: Evergreen Fog (SW 9130)

Evergreen Fog, selected for 2022, is a calming, mid-tone green with gray
undertones. It speaks to renewal, balance, and a desire for nature-inspired
tranquility. This color aims to bring the restorative qualities of the
outdoors inside, promoting a sense of peace and well-being. It reflects a
growing emphasis on creating harmonious and mindful living environments.

2021: Urbane Bronze (SW 7048)

Urbane Bronze, the Color of the Year 2021, is a deep, earthy neutral with a
hint of gray. It signifies a need for grounding, comfort, and a connection to
the natural world. This sophisticated hue offered a sense of sanctuary and
resilience during a period of significant global change, providing a warm and



enveloping backdrop for introspection and calm.

The Impact of Sherwin-Williams Color of the
Year on Design Trends

The announcement of Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year has a tangible and
far-reaching impact on the design world. It acts as a powerful catalyst,
influencing choices made by homeowners, interior designers, architects, and
even manufacturers of consumer goods. The selected color quickly becomes a
focal point, shaping palettes and inspiring new creative directions across
various disciplines.

Influence on Homeowners and DIY Enthusiasts

For homeowners and DIY enthusiasts, the Color of the Year provides a clear
and inspiring direction for their decorating projects. It simplifies the
often-overwhelming process of choosing paint colors, offering a fashionable
and relevant starting point. Many look forward to the announcement as a guide
for refreshing their living spaces, whether it's for a single accent wall or
an entire home renovation.

Guidance for Interior Designers and Architects

Interior designers and architects leverage the Color of the Year as a key
element in their design schemes. It informs their material selections,
furniture choices, and overall aesthetic direction for projects. The color
often serves as a foundation upon which they build cohesive and trend-forward
interiors that resonate with contemporary tastes and societal aspirations.

Impact on Product Design and Manufacturing

The influence of the Color of the Year extends beyond the realm of interior
design. Manufacturers of furniture, textiles, home décor items, and even
appliances often align their product offerings with the prevailing color
trends. This ensures that their products are perceived as current and
desirable, tapping into the broader cultural conversation initiated by the
Color of the Year announcement.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Sherwin-Williams
Color Forecasting

The Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year program is continually evolving,
adapting to a world that is in constant flux. The methodologies for
forecasting color trends are becoming more sophisticated, integrating new
data sources and analytical tools. As society navigates new challenges and
embraces emerging opportunities, Sherwin-Williams will undoubtedly continue
to select colors that not only reflect the present but also anticipate the
future, offering guidance and inspiration for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year and
how is it chosen?
The Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year is a single hue chosen annually by
their color marketing team. It's selected after extensive research into
global trends, including fashion, art, architecture, and culture, reflecting
the current mood and aspirations of society.

When did Sherwin-Williams start announcing a Color
of the Year?
Sherwin-Williams began officially announcing their Color of the Year in 2000,
making 'Sanford Brown' their inaugural selection.

What is the significance of the Sherwin-Williams
Color of the Year?
The Color of the Year serves as inspiration for designers, homeowners, and
creatives, influencing trends in interior design, fashion, and product
development. It offers a direction for color palettes and stylistic choices.

Has Sherwin-Williams ever chosen a Color of the Year
that was later considered controversial or
unpopular?
While Sherwin-Williams aims for broad appeal, color perception is subjective.
Some past selections, like the more muted or earthy tones, might not resonate
with everyone. However, there isn't a widely documented 'controversial' Color
of the Year in their history.



What is the most recent Sherwin-Williams Color of
the Year and what does it represent?
As of my last update, the 2024 Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year is 'Upward'
SW 6239, a light, airy blue that evokes tranquility, optimism, and a sense of
spaciousness. It's meant to encourage calm and clarity.

How has the style of Sherwin-Williams' Color of the
Year selections evolved over the years?
The selections have varied significantly, ranging from deep, grounding earth
tones in the early 2000s to brighter, more optimistic hues in recent years.
There's been a noticeable shift towards colors that promote well-being and
create inviting spaces.

Are there any recurring themes or color families
that Sherwin-Williams often favors for their Color
of the Year?
While diverse, there's a tendency for Sherwin-Williams to lean towards colors
that offer a sense of comfort and connection, often found in nature. Blues,
greens, and warm neutrals have appeared frequently, reflecting a desire for
grounding and serenity.

Where can I find a complete history of past Sherwin-
Williams Colors of the Year?
Sherwin-Williams' official website typically provides an archive or
historical overview of their past Colors of the Year. You can usually find
this information in their 'Inspiration' or 'Color Trends' sections.

Does Sherwin-Williams release a palette of
complementary colors with their Color of the Year?
Yes, Sherwin-Williams usually releases a curated palette of colors that pair
well with the Color of the Year. These palettes are designed to help
consumers and designers create cohesive and harmonious design schemes.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year
history, each with a brief description:

1. The Hue of History: Sherwin-Williams' Annual Palette
This book delves into the fascinating evolution of Sherwin-Williams' Color of
the Year selections, tracing how societal trends, design movements, and



global events have influenced their choices. It explores the stories behind
each chosen hue, offering insights into the cultural context and artistic
inspirations that shaped their annual declarations. Readers will discover a
visual chronicle of color's impact on our lives over the past decades.

2. Color Narratives: Unpacking Sherwin-Williams' Chromatic Journeys
Color Narratives offers an in-depth exploration of the storytelling embedded
within Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year. It examines how each chosen shade
is presented as a concept, a mood, or a reflection of the times, revealing
the strategic marketing and psychological impact of their selections. The
book analyzes the recurring themes and stylistic shifts that define the
brand's historical color pronouncements.

3. A Spectrum of Time: Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year Retrospective
This comprehensive retrospective offers a visual and analytical journey
through every Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year since its inception. It
showcases the iconic colors that have defined interiors and exteriors,
providing context for their selection and their influence on design trends.
The book is a valuable resource for designers, historians, and anyone
interested in the power of color across different eras.

4. The Language of Color: Sherwin-Williams' Evolving Expressions
The Language of Color investigates how Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year
acts as a barometer for the cultural zeitgeist. It analyzes the semantic and
aesthetic shifts in their annual choices, demonstrating how color can
communicate aspirations, anxieties, and aesthetic preferences. The book
provides a nuanced understanding of how this seemingly simple annual
announcement carries significant cultural weight.

5. Behind the Shade: The Making of Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year
This insider's look reveals the meticulous process behind selecting Sherwin-
Williams' Color of the Year. It interviews the color experts, trend
forecasters, and designers involved in the decision-making, offering a
glimpse into their research, inspiration, and the rigorous debate that leads
to each announcement. The book demystifies the creation of a color that
influences millions.

6. Echoes of Elegance: Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year and Interior
Design
Focusing on the impact of Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year on interior
design, this book explores how these annual choices have shaped home
aesthetics. It presents case studies of rooms and spaces decorated with past
Colors of the Year, illustrating their versatility and enduring appeal. The
book provides practical inspiration for utilizing these iconic hues in
contemporary design.

7. The Psychology of Prediction: Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year as a
Cultural Signal
This thought-provoking book examines the psychological underpinnings of
Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year selections. It delves into how chosen
colors are believed to influence mood, evoke specific emotions, and reflect



collective aspirations. The author explores the brand's ability to tap into
the subconscious desires of consumers through their annual color
pronouncements.

8. Chasing Trends: A Decadal Look at Sherwin-Williams' Color of the Year
Chasing Trends offers a fascinating decade-by-decade analysis of Sherwin-
Williams' Color of the Year, highlighting the dominant palettes and stylistic
shifts within each era. It connects the chosen colors to the broader cultural
and design movements of the time, revealing how the brand has consistently
stayed ahead of or at the forefront of emerging aesthetic sensibilities. This
book is perfect for understanding color's historical trajectory.

9. A Canvas Through Time: The Sherwin-Williams Color of the Year Legacy
This richly illustrated volume celebrates the enduring legacy of Sherwin-
Williams' Color of the Year program. It showcases the visual beauty and
historical significance of each annual selection, presenting them as
individual works of art that have contributed to the broader landscape of
color and design. The book is a testament to the brand's consistent influence
and its role in shaping our perception of color.
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