
seven husbands of evelyn hugo book
club questions
seven husbands of evelyn hugo book club questions are a fantastic way to
delve into the complexities of Taylor Jenkins Reid's bestselling novel. This
article is designed to equip book clubs with a comprehensive set of
discussion starters, exploring the multifaceted character of Evelyn Hugo, her
tumultuous relationships, and the societal pressures she navigates. We'll
cover themes of ambition, love, identity, fame, and the sacrifices made in
pursuit of a legendary life. Prepare to ignite insightful conversations that
peel back the layers of Evelyn's captivating story, examining her choices,
motivations, and the enduring legacy she leaves behind. Whether you're a
seasoned book club or just starting, these questions will foster a deeper
understanding and appreciation of "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo."

Introduction to Evelyn Hugo and Her Story

Exploring Evelyn's Marriages: A Thematic Analysis

Love, Identity, and Self-Discovery in the Novel

The Price of Fame and Hollywood's Impact

Evelyn's Relationships Beyond Her Husbands

Analyzing the Narrative Structure and Tone

Themes of Sacrifice and Ambition

The Role of Secrecy and Revelation

Character Motivations and Ethical Considerations

Discussing Evelyn's Legacy and Impact

Dive Deep with Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
Book Club Questions

Taylor Jenkins Reid's "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo" has captivated
readers worldwide, sparking numerous discussions about its compelling
protagonist and the intricate tapestry of her life. Evelyn Hugo is not just a
character; she is an icon, a survivor, and a complex individual whose story
resonates deeply. This section aims to provide book clubs with a robust



framework of questions designed to unpack the novel's rich themes, nuanced
characters, and thought-provoking narrative. We will explore the motivations
behind Evelyn's choices, the nature of her relationships, and the societal
forces that shaped her extraordinary journey through Hollywood.

Setting the Stage: Initial Impressions and Evelyn's
Character

As book clubs begin their discussion, it's crucial to establish a shared
understanding of Evelyn Hugo and the initial impact she has on readers.
Understanding her persona as presented at the outset of the novel is key to
appreciating the depth that unfolds. Her confidence, her strategic approach
to life, and her undeniable charisma are often the first things that strike
readers.

What were your initial impressions of Evelyn Hugo when she first appears
in the narrative?

How does Evelyn's self-presentation differ from her inner reality, as
revealed throughout the book?

What qualities does Evelyn possess that make her such a magnetic and
unforgettable character?

Did you find Evelyn to be a sympathetic character from the beginning?
Why or why not?

How does Evelyn's Cuban heritage influence her identity and her approach
to life and career?

Unpacking the Seven Husbands: A Marriage-by-
Marriage Breakdown

The title itself, "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo," highlights the pivotal
role of her marital relationships in shaping her life and career. Each
husband represents a different phase, a different compromise, and a different
stepping stone or obstacle in Evelyn's ascent. Examining each marriage
individually allows for a granular understanding of the sacrifices and
strategies involved.



Husband Number One: Ernest Bautista – The First Step
to Stardom

Ernest, Evelyn's first husband, often serves as a foundational element in her
early career. His role is significant in facilitating her initial move to
Hollywood, marking the beginning of her ambitious journey.

What was the primary motivation behind Evelyn's marriage to Ernest
Bautista?

How did this marriage serve as a catalyst for Evelyn's entry into
Hollywood?

What did Evelyn learn from her relationship with Ernest that she carried
forward in her life?

Were Evelyn's feelings for Ernest genuine, or were they primarily
strategic?

Husband Number Two: Don Adler – The Cruel Architect
of Her Image

Don Adler represents a more turbulent and perhaps manipulative phase of
Evelyn's life, where her image and career were heavily influenced and
controlled by him.

Describe the dynamic between Evelyn and Don Adler. What power did he
wield over her?

How did Don Adler's influence shape Evelyn's public persona and her
career choices?

What was the nature of Evelyn's love, if any, for Don?

Was Evelyn's eventual escape from Don Adler a testament to her strength
or a calculated move?

Husband Number Three: Mick Riva – The Glamour and



the Emptiness

Mick Riva's marriage symbolizes the superficial glamour of Hollywood, a union
that perhaps offered status but lacked genuine emotional connection.

What did Evelyn gain from her marriage to Mick Riva?

How does this marriage highlight the superficiality often associated
with Hollywood fame?

Did Evelyn ever have genuine affection for Mick?

What does this marriage reveal about Evelyn's understanding of love and
partnership at that stage?

Husband Number Four: Rex North – The Rival and the
Mask

Rex North's marriage is often viewed as a strategic alliance, a partnership
built on mutual ambition and the maintenance of appearances in the cutthroat
world of acting.

What were the underlying reasons for Evelyn's marriage to Rex North?

How did this partnership benefit both Evelyn and Rex in their careers?

Did Evelyn and Rex share any genuine connection or understanding?

What does this marriage say about the compromises Evelyn was willing to
make for her career?

Husband Number Five: Harry Cameron – The True
Companion and the Secret

Harry Cameron stands out as a different kind of relationship, one that
transcends the typical Hollywood marriage and hints at a deeper, more
profound connection.



How did Evelyn's relationship with Harry Cameron differ from her other
marriages?

What made Harry such a significant figure in Evelyn's life, beyond his
role as a husband?

Discuss the nature of their bond. Was it love, friendship, or something
else entirely?

How did their shared secret impact their relationship and their lives?

Husband Number Six: Buddy Jr. – The Convenient
Partnership

Buddy Jr.'s marriage represents a more pragmatic, perhaps even desperate,
arrangement, reflecting Evelyn's need for stability or to fulfill certain
societal expectations.

What were the motivations behind Evelyn's marriage to Buddy Jr.?

How did this marriage serve Evelyn's needs at that particular time in
her life?

Did Evelyn experience any genuine emotion for Buddy Jr.?

What does this marriage reveal about the evolving nature of Evelyn's
approach to relationships?

Husband Number Seven: Connell Grant – The Final Act
of Partnership

Connell Grant's marriage to Evelyn is often seen as a more mature
partnership, perhaps one where genuine companionship and mutual respect begin
to take precedence.

What characterized Evelyn's relationship with Connell Grant?

How did this marriage reflect Evelyn's growth and evolution as a person?

Did Evelyn find a sense of peace or contentment in her marriage to



Connell?

What lessons did Evelyn learn from her final marriage?

Love, Identity, and Self-Discovery in Evelyn's
Journey

Beyond the titles of her husbands, Evelyn's life is a profound exploration of
love in its many forms, the construction of her identity, and the ongoing
process of self-discovery. The novel masterfully blurs the lines between
romantic love, platonic love, and self-love, making for a rich discussion.

The True Love Story: Evelyn and Monique

The narrative framework of Evelyn telling her story to Monique Grant is
crucial. Their relationship, and the unspoken love that exists between Evelyn
and Celia St. James, forms the emotional core of the novel.

Who do you believe is Evelyn's true love? Explain your reasoning.

How does the narrative structure, with Evelyn recounting her story to
Monique, enhance or complicate our understanding of Evelyn's life and
relationships?

Discuss the complexity of Evelyn's relationship with Celia St. James.
Was it love, rivalry, or a combination of both?

How does Evelyn's understanding of love evolve throughout the novel?

What does it mean for Evelyn to find self-acceptance and genuine love?

Forging an Identity in the Spotlight

Evelyn navigates a world that constantly tries to define and confine her. Her
journey is one of actively shaping her own identity against societal
expectations and the pressures of fame.

How does Evelyn Hugo construct and maintain her public persona versus



her private self?

What are the key moments where Evelyn asserts her true identity?

In what ways does Evelyn challenge the traditional roles expected of
women in her era?

How does her Cuban-American heritage inform her sense of self and her
experiences in Hollywood?

The Price of Fame: Hollywood's Shadow and Light

Hollywood serves as both the stage and the crucible for Evelyn's life. The
allure of fame is undeniable, but the novel also unflinchingly portrays its
dark underbelly and the sacrifices it demands.

Ambition, Sacrifice, and the Hollywood Machine

Evelyn's relentless ambition drives her, but it comes at a significant cost.
The novel explores the ethical dilemmas and personal compromises she makes to
achieve and maintain her stardom.

What are the major sacrifices Evelyn makes in pursuit of her career and
fame?

How does the novel critique the nature of the Hollywood industry?

Is Evelyn's ambition justifiable given the outcomes?

How does the concept of "selling out" apply to Evelyn's choices?

Discuss the ethical implications of Evelyn's actions throughout her
career.

The Spectacle of Celebrity

The novel delves into the often-unseen realities behind the glitz and glamour
of celebrity life, exploring how public perception can differ wildly from
private truth.



How does Evelyn manage the constant scrutiny and public judgment?

What are the psychological impacts of living a life in the public eye?

How does the novel portray the ways in which women in Hollywood are
objectified and controlled?

Does the novel suggest that fame corrupts, or does it merely amplify
pre-existing traits?

Beyond the Husbands: Evelyn's Relationships and
Connections

While the seven husbands are central to the title, Evelyn's life is enriched
and complicated by other significant relationships that reveal different
facets of her character and her capacity for connection.

The Enduring Power of Friendship

Friendships play a vital role in Evelyn's support system and in shaping her
experiences. Examining these bonds offers a deeper understanding of her
emotional landscape.

Beyond romantic relationships, who are the other significant people in
Evelyn's life?

How do her friendships, particularly with characters like Harry and
Celia, shape her decisions and her well-being?

What does Evelyn's capacity for deep friendship reveal about her
character?

Family Ties and Their Complications

Evelyn's relationships with her family, particularly her mother and
eventually her daughter, add another layer of complexity and often serve as a
source of both pain and motivation.



How do Evelyn's relationships with her family members influence her
actions and her outlook?

What is the significance of her relationship with her daughter, Connor?

Analyzing the Narrative Craft: Structure, Tone,
and Style

Taylor Jenkins Reid's writing is a key element in the novel's success. The
narrative structure and tone are meticulously crafted to draw readers into
Evelyn's world and foster empathy, even when her actions are questionable.

The Unreliable Narrator and Shifting Perspectives

The framing of Evelyn's story through her own retelling to Monique, coupled
with the reader's eventual understanding of her true motivations, creates a
fascinating dynamic.

How does the framing narrative, with Evelyn telling her story to
Monique, affect your perception of Evelyn?

Do you consider Evelyn an unreliable narrator? Why or why not?

How does the novel play with reader expectations and perceptions?

Reid's Distinctive Voice and Tone

Reid's prose is often described as compelling and evocative, drawing readers
into the emotional core of the story. The blend of a dramatic narrative with
intimate introspection is a hallmark of her style.

What is your overall impression of Taylor Jenkins Reid's writing style
in this novel?

How does the tone of the novel shift throughout Evelyn's life story?

Does the novel successfully blend historical fiction with elements of
romance and drama?



Themes of Sacrifice and Ambition: The Driving
Forces

Ambition and the sacrifices it necessitates are perhaps the most dominant
themes in "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo." The novel meticulously traces
the trajectory of a woman who stops at nothing to achieve her goals.

The Cost of Greatness

Evelyn's pursuit of fame and success is relentless, and the novel forces
readers to question whether the ends justify the means. Her choices often
have profound repercussions for herself and those around her.

What does Evelyn's life teach us about the nature of ambition?

Are there moments where Evelyn's ambition leads her to make morally
questionable choices?

How does the novel explore the idea that greatness often requires
significant personal sacrifice?

The Spectrum of Love and Sacrifice

The novel presents love and sacrifice as intertwined forces. Evelyn's
willingness to sacrifice for love, and her willingness to sacrifice love for
other ambitions, are central to her character arc.

In what ways does Evelyn sacrifice love for her career, and vice versa?

Are there instances where Evelyn's sacrifices are made for the benefit
of others, rather than solely for herself?

The Role of Secrecy and Revelation

Secrets are a recurring motif in Evelyn's life, shaping her relationships and



her public image. The gradual revelation of these secrets is a key part of
the narrative's compelling nature.

Unveiling the Hidden Truths

Evelyn's life is built on a foundation of carefully guarded secrets. The
novel explores the burden of these secrets and the eventual impact of their
revelation.

What are the most significant secrets Evelyn keeps throughout her life?

How do these secrets influence her decisions and her relationships?

What is the impact of Evelyn's decision to finally reveal her truth to
Monique?

Does the novel suggest that hiding one's true self is a necessary
survival tactic, or ultimately detrimental?

Character Motivations and Ethical
Considerations

Understanding the "why" behind Evelyn's actions is essential to appreciating
the novel. Her motivations are complex, driven by a confluence of ambition,
survival, and a deep-seated desire for recognition.

Deconstructing Evelyn's Decisions

Each choice Evelyn makes, from her marriages to her career moves, is born
from a specific set of motivations. Examining these provides insight into her
character.

What are the primary drivers behind Evelyn's most significant decisions?

How does Evelyn justify her actions, both to herself and to others?

Are there instances where Evelyn acts out of malice, or are her actions
primarily driven by self-preservation and ambition?



Moral Ambiguity and Reader Judgment

The novel doesn't shy away from presenting a morally ambiguous protagonist.
Readers are often left to grapple with their own ethical judgments of
Evelyn's life choices.

How does the novel challenge conventional notions of morality?

Do you find Evelyn to be a moral character? Why or why not?

How does the novel encourage readers to empathize with a character who
may not always make ethical choices?

Discussing Evelyn's Legacy and Impact

As the story concludes, the focus shifts to the lasting impact of Evelyn
Hugo's life and her story. Her legacy is not just about fame and fortune, but
about the truths she leaves behind.

The Enduring Influence of Evelyn Hugo

Evelyn's story is a testament to the complexities of a life lived fully, with
all its triumphs and its regrets. Her legacy is multifaceted and prompts
reflection on what it means to be remembered.

What do you believe Evelyn Hugo's ultimate legacy to be?

How does Evelyn's story serve as a commentary on the nature of fame,
love, and womanhood?

What lasting impression did Evelyn Hugo leave on you as a reader?

Does the ending of the novel provide a sense of closure or leave you
with lingering questions?

What makes "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo" such a relevant and
resonant story for contemporary readers?



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most compelling reason Evelyn Hugo chose
Monique Grant to write her biography?
Evelyn reveals that she chose Monique because she sensed a shared
vulnerability and a similar struggle with love and career in her life. She
saw a reflection of herself in Monique's own challenges and believed Monique
would understand and convey her story with the empathy and honesty she
desired.

How does Taylor Jenkins Reid use the character of
Celia St. James to explore themes of sexuality and
societal acceptance in the 1950s and 60s?
Celia's journey highlights the immense pressure and danger faced by LGBTQ+
individuals during that era. Her hidden relationship with Evelyn, the
sacrifices they both made, and the societal judgment they navigated
underscore the struggle for self-acceptance and the devastating consequences
of living a lie.

Which of Evelyn's husbands do you believe had the
most significant impact on her life and why?
This is subjective, but many readers point to Harry Cameron. While not a
romantic husband, he was Evelyn's truest confidant, a genuine friend, and
instrumental in her success and personal happiness. Their bond transcends
conventional relationships and showcases a profound, platonic love.

What is the central theme of 'The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo' and how is it explored throughout the
narrative?
A central theme is the complex nature of love, ambition, and the compromises
women make to achieve success and happiness in a patriarchal society. The
book explores how Evelyn navigates societal expectations, her own desires,
and the sacrifices she makes, blurring the lines between true love and
strategic alliances.

How does Evelyn's 'fame' and the public perception
of her life differ from her private reality?
Evelyn masterfully crafts her public persona, presenting a carefully curated
image of glamour and success. Her private reality, however, is often fraught
with pain, loss, and difficult choices, particularly concerning her true
love, Celia, and her hidden identity.



Discuss the role of 'ambition' in Evelyn's life. Was
it her greatest strength or her greatest downfall?
Evelyn's ambition is undoubtedly her driving force, propelling her to
unimaginable heights in Hollywood. While it fueled her success, it also led
to heartbreak, manipulation, and difficult ethical decisions. It's a complex
trait that brought her both immense power and significant personal cost.

What does the book reveal about the price of secrets
and the burden of living a double life, especially
for Evelyn and Celia?
The book powerfully illustrates the immense emotional toll of keeping
secrets, particularly regarding their relationship. The constant fear of
exposure, the sacrifices made to maintain appearances, and the internalized
shame highlight the destructive nature of living a lie, both individually and
as a couple.

How does Monique's own personal journey intersect
with Evelyn's narrative, and what does this reveal
about the power of storytelling?
Monique's personal struggles with her marriage and career mirror some of
Evelyn's own past challenges. As she writes Evelyn's story, she gains
perspective and courage to confront her own life. This demonstrates how
sharing and understanding others' narratives can be a catalyst for personal
growth and healing.

If you could ask Evelyn Hugo one more question after
finishing the book, what would it be?
A common question revolves around whether Evelyn truly regrets any of her
choices, especially those that caused her pain or hurt others, and if she
believes the sacrifices she made were ultimately worth it for the life she
built and the love she found.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo book club
questions, with descriptions:

1. The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V.E. Schwab
This sweeping historical fantasy follows Adeline LaRue, a young woman who
makes a Faustian bargain to live forever but is cursed to be forgotten by
everyone she meets. For 300 years, she drifts through history, leaving no
trace, until she stumbles into a bookstore and meets a young man who



remembers her name. The novel explores themes of legacy, memory, love, and
the enduring human desire to be seen and remembered, making it ripe for
discussions about Evelyn's own quest for lasting impact.

2. Daisy Jones & The Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid
From the same author as Evelyn Hugo, this novel chronicles the rise and fall
of a fictional 1970s rock band. Told through oral history interviews, it
delves into the complex relationships, creative tensions, and personal
struggles of its members, particularly the magnetic and talented Daisy Jones
and the band's frontman, Billy Dunne. Like Evelyn's story, it examines the
price of fame, the nature of artistic collaboration, and the blurred lines
between public persona and private life.

3. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Set in the marshes of North Carolina, this coming-of-age story follows Kya
Clark, a young girl who raises herself in isolation after being abandoned by
her family. When the town's most popular young man is found dead, Kya, known
as the "Marsh Girl," becomes the prime suspect. The novel explores themes of
loneliness, prejudice, resilience, and the secrets hidden within a community,
resonating with discussions about Evelyn's own outsider status and the
judgments she faced.

4. Circe by Madeline Miller
This reimagining of Greek mythology focuses on the sorceress Circe, a minor
goddess often vilified in ancient texts. Exiled to a lonely island, she hones
her magical powers and encounters many famous figures, from Odysseus to the
Minotaur. The novel offers a powerful perspective on female agency, the
consequences of divine power, and the evolution of a woman finding her own
strength and voice in a patriarchal world, much like Evelyn's journey.

5. American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
This powerful novel tells the story of Lydia Quixano Pérez, a laundromat
owner in Acapulco, Mexico, whose life is shattered when her journalist
husband publishes a story exposing the most dangerous drug cartel. Forced to
flee with her young son, they embark on a perilous journey north towards the
United States, facing unimaginable dangers and the constant threat of
discovery. Its exploration of desperation, survival, and the sacrifices made
for a better future can spark conversations about Evelyn's own determined
pursuit of success and safety.

6. The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
This compelling novel tells the story of identical twin sisters, Stella and
Desiree Vignes, who grow up in a small, light-skinned Black community in the
South. As adults, they choose dramatically different paths: Desiree returns
to her hometown after escaping an abusive marriage, while Stella secretly
passes for white and builds a new life for herself, completely severing ties
with her past and her sister. The book masterfully explores themes of race,
identity, family secrets, and the enduring impact of choices, mirroring
Evelyn's own careful construction of her identity.

7. Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid



Another gem from Taylor Jenkins Reid, this novel centers on the infamous Riva
family, four famous siblings who host an epic end-of-summer party in 1983,
only for their legendary beachfront mansion to burn down. Told over the
course of one fateful day, the story flashes back to the family's complicated
past, their strained relationships, and the secrets that have shaped them. It
delves into the pressures of fame, the burdens of legacy, and the often-
turbulent dynamics within a prominent family, offering parallels to Evelyn's
own public and private family life.

8. The Paris Apartment by Lucy Foley
This atmospheric mystery follows Jess, who travels to Paris in search of her
estranged half-brother, Ben, only to find his apartment empty and his life
shrouded in secrets. As she digs deeper, she discovers that Ben was involved
with a cast of suspicious characters, each with their own motives and hidden
agendas. The claustrophobic setting and the unraveling of interwoven secrets
make it a thrilling read that can prompt discussions about deception and the
hidden lives of others, much like the mysteries surrounding Evelyn's
husbands.

9. Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
This heartwarming and poignant novel introduces Eleanor Oliphant, a quirky
and socially awkward woman whose life is rigidly scheduled and marked by
loneliness. Her carefully constructed world begins to unravel when a chance
encounter leads her to form an unexpected friendship. The book beautifully
explores themes of trauma, mental health, the healing power of connection,
and the journey of self-discovery, offering a more intimate, character-driven
lens that can complement discussions about Evelyn's emotional landscape and
her journey towards genuine connection.
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