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american imperialism crash course us history 28 transcript serves as a gateway to
understanding a pivotal and often contentious period in the United States' global development. This
article delves into the core concepts and historical events presented in Crash Course US History 28,
examining the motivations, methods, and consequences of American expansionism. We will explore
the shift from westward expansion to overseas ventures, the economic and ideological drivers behind
this transformation, and the significant impact of these actions on both the United States and the
regions it influenced. By dissecting the key arguments and narratives, readers will gain a
comprehensive overview of American imperialism, including its complex legacy.
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The Dawn of a New Era: Beyond the Continent

The late 19th and early 20th centuries marked a profound shift in American foreign policy, moving
beyond the continental ambitions that had defined much of its history. For decades, the United States
had focused on westward expansion, manifest destiny, and consolidating its power within North
America. However, as the nation industrialized and its economic power grew, a new set of aspirations
began to emerge. The closing of the American frontier, coupled with burgeoning industrial production,
created a demand for new markets and resources. This era saw the U.S. transition from a primarily
agrarian nation to an industrial powerhouse, and with this economic transformation came a desire to
project its influence onto the global stage. This marked the beginning of American imperialism, a



policy that would redefine the nation's role in the world.

The historical context of this period is crucial for understanding the impetus behind American
overseas expansion. European powers had long been engaged in colonial endeavors, carving up
territories across Africa, Asia, and the Americas. The United States, having achieved its own
independence and territorial integrity, began to view such global engagement not just as a possibility,
but as a necessity for its continued growth and security. The end of the Civil War and subsequent
Reconstruction period also saw a renewed focus on national identity and strength, which indirectly
fueled an outward-looking foreign policy. The idea of America as a dominant force, capable of shaping
international affairs, started to take root.

Motivations for American Imperialism

The driving forces behind American imperialism were multifaceted, encompassing economic, political,
and ideological considerations. Economically, the burgeoning industrial sector in the United States
produced more goods than the domestic market could absorb. This led to a pressing need for foreign
markets to sell surplus products and a desire for access to raw materials essential for continued
industrial growth. Furthermore, American capitalists sought investment opportunities abroad, looking
to build factories and infrastructure in less developed regions, often with the promise of higher profits.
This pursuit of economic advantage was a primary engine of imperial expansion.

Politically, the United States was influenced by a sense of national pride and a desire to compete with
established European empires. The concept of the "Great Powers" status was attractive, and acquiring
overseas territories was seen as a tangible sign of global influence. Some American leaders also
believed that expanding American territory was crucial for national security, arguing that controlling
strategic locations would protect trade routes and prevent rivals from gaining a foothold in areas of
interest. The fear of being left behind in the global scramble for power played a significant role.

Ideologically, several concepts underpinned American imperialism. The notion of "Manifest Destiny,"
which had previously justified westward expansion, was reinterpreted to encompass overseas
territories. Alongside this, Social Darwinism, the flawed belief that certain races and nations were
inherently superior and destined to rule, provided a pseudo-scientific justification for domination. The
"White Man's Burden," a paternalistic idea that it was the duty of the technologically advanced
nations to civilize and uplift less developed peoples, also played a role, albeit a deeply problematic
one. These ideological justifications, however distorted, provided a moral veneer to the pursuit of
empire.

The Spanish-American War: A Turning Point

The Spanish-American War of 1898 stands as a pivotal moment in the history of American
imperialism. This conflict, ostensibly triggered by the sinking of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor,
quickly escalated into a full-blown war with Spain, a declining European power. The war was fueled by
a potent combination of factors, including American sympathy for Cuban rebels fighting for
independence from Spanish rule, sensationalized reporting by "yellow journalism," and a growing
desire by the U.S. to assert its dominance in the Caribbean and the Pacific. The brief but decisive



conflict transformed the United States into a major world power.

The war's outcome was remarkably advantageous for the United States. Spain ceded Cuba, Puerto
Rico, and Guam to American control, and more significantly, sold the Philippines to the U.S. for $20
million. This acquisition of overseas territories dramatically expanded America's geopolitical reach
and economic interests. The victory cemented the idea of America as a military force to be reckoned
with and opened up new avenues for trade and influence in regions previously under European
colonial sway. The Spanish-American War was, in essence, the catalyst that propelled the United
States into the age of global empire.

Acquisition and Administration of New Territories

The acquisition of new territories following the Spanish-American War presented the United States
with significant challenges and set precedents for how it would administer its burgeoning empire.
Cuba, while granted nominal independence, remained under significant U.S. influence through the
Platt Amendment, which allowed the U.S. to intervene in Cuban affairs. Puerto Rico and Guam
became unincorporated territories, with their inhabitants not granted full U.S. citizenship. The
Philippines, however, proved to be the most contentious acquisition, leading to a brutal and
protracted Philippine-American War.

The administration of these territories often reflected a paternalistic and sometimes exploitative
approach. American officials were tasked with establishing governance, infrastructure, and social
services, often with the underlying goal of promoting American values and economic interests.
Debates raged within the U.S. about the rights of the inhabitants of these territories and the moral
implications of ruling over foreign populations. The establishment of colonial administrations, while
bringing some improvements, also involved the suppression of local resistance and the imposition of
American systems, highlighting the complex and often contradictory nature of American imperial
policy.

Arguments For and Against Imperialism

The rise of American imperialism sparked intense debate within the United States, dividing the nation
into proponents and opponents of overseas expansion. Supporters of imperialism, often referred to as
"jingoists," argued that it was a necessary step for national progress and global leadership. They
emphasized the economic benefits of new markets and resources, the strategic advantages of naval
bases and coaling stations, and the supposed moral duty to civilize less developed peoples. Figures
like Alfred Thayer Mahan, a naval strategist, argued that a strong navy and overseas possessions
were crucial for American prosperity and security.

On the other side of the debate were the anti-imperialists, a diverse group that included prominent
figures like Mark Twain, Andrew Carnegie, and William Jennings Bryan. They argued that imperialism
contradicted the fundamental principles of American democracy and self-determination. They
questioned the morality of subjugating other peoples and warned of the economic costs and the
potential for increased militarism and entanglement in foreign conflicts. Anti-imperialists often
pointed to the hypocrisy of a nation founded on the ideals of liberty and independence engaging in



colonial rule. Their arguments focused on the idea that the U.S. should focus on domestic issues and
uphold its founding ideals rather than pursuing an overseas empire.

The Legacy of American Imperialism

The era of American imperialism left an indelible mark on both the United States and the world,
shaping international relations, shaping American identity, and influencing the trajectory of many
nations. Economically, it opened up new avenues for American businesses and contributed to the
nation's rise as a global economic superpower. Strategically, it established a global network of
military bases and solidified the U.S. Navy's dominance, laying the groundwork for its post-World War
II role. The experience of acquiring and governing overseas territories also had a significant impact on
American political thought and its understanding of its place in the world.

The legacy for the colonized regions was far more complex and often fraught with challenges. While
some infrastructure development and introduction of Western systems occurred, it often came at the
cost of self-governance, cultural disruption, and economic exploitation. The seeds of anti-colonial
movements were sown during this period, leading to future struggles for independence. The history of
American imperialism continues to be a subject of critical analysis and debate, prompting ongoing
reflection on the ethical implications of power, the nature of international relations, and the enduring
impact of historical decisions on contemporary global dynamics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time period does Crash Course US History 28, 'American
Imperialism,' primarily cover?
Crash Course US History 28, 'American Imperialism,' primarily covers the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, a period of significant expansion and assertion of American power overseas.

What were some of the key motivations behind American
imperialism during this era, according to the video?
The video highlights several key motivations for American imperialism: economic interests (seeking
new markets and resources), strategic interests (naval bases and global influence), the 'civilizing
mission' (belief in spreading American values and institutions), and a sense of nationalistic pride and
competition with other world powers.

Which specific territories did the United States acquire or
exert influence over during this period, as mentioned in the
transcript?
The transcript mentions the acquisition of Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines as a result
of the Spanish-American War. It also discusses influence over Cuba and the construction of the



Panama Canal.

What was the Spanish-American War and why is it considered
a turning point for American imperialism?
The Spanish-American War (1898) was a conflict where the US intervened in Cuba's fight for
independence from Spain. It's a turning point because it led to the US acquiring significant overseas
territories and firmly established it as a global power.

How did the acquisition of the Philippines spark controversy
within the United States?
The acquisition of the Philippines was highly controversial because it led to a brutal conflict with
Filipino nationalists seeking independence, and it raised questions about the US's commitment to its
own democratic ideals when imposing rule on another people.

What does the 'Open Door Policy' refer to in the context of
American imperialism?
The Open Door Policy, primarily in relation to China, was an initiative by the US to ensure that all
nations would have equal access to trade and investment opportunities within China, preventing any
single power from monopolizing Chinese markets.

How did Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy, particularly the
Roosevelt Corollary, shape American involvement in Latin
America?
The Roosevelt Corollary, an addition to the Monroe Doctrine, asserted the right of the US to intervene
in Latin American countries to stabilize their economic affairs if they were indebted to European
powers. This led to increased US military intervention and a perception of the US as an 'international
police power' in the region.

What were some of the arguments used to justify imperialism,
and how did critics counter these arguments?
Proponents of imperialism often invoked the 'civilizing mission,' arguing they were bringing progress
and Christianity. Critics, like Mark Twain and others in the Anti-Imperialist League, argued that
imperialism was hypocritical, violated American ideals of self-determination, and was driven by
economic greed rather than altruism.

What lasting impact did this era of American imperialism have
on the United States and the world?
This era of imperialism fundamentally transformed the US into a global power with significant
overseas influence. It led to increased economic ties and interventions in other regions, while also
sparking resistance and shaping the future political landscapes of the territories it impacted.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to American Imperialism, inspired by Crash Course US History 28, with
short descriptions:

1. Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of American Empire
This biography delves into the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, exploring his robust foreign policy
and his pivotal role in shaping America's expansionist ambitions. It examines his motivations, the
political climate of the era, and the lasting impact of his "big stick" diplomacy on the global stage. The
book highlights key events like the Panama Canal and his involvement in asserting American power.

2. Hawaii: The U.S. Takeover and the Legacy of Annexation
This title focuses specifically on the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy and the subsequent
annexation by the United States. It details the economic interests, the role of American businessmen
and missionaries, and the resistance of the Hawaiian people. The book analyzes the profound and
often negative consequences of this imperial act for Hawaii's culture and sovereignty.

3. The Spanish-American War: A Global Turning Point
This work provides a comprehensive account of the Spanish-American War, often cited as a defining
moment in American imperialism. It explores the causes of the conflict, from yellow journalism to the
sinking of the USS Maine, and its immediate outcomes, including the acquisition of territories like
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. The book examines how this war transformed the United
States into a major world power.

4. Manifest Destiny and American Expansionism
This book traces the historical roots of American imperial ambitions, examining the ideology of
Manifest Destiny that fueled westward expansion and overseas acquisitions. It analyzes how this
belief in a divinely ordained right to expand shaped American identity and justified territorial grabs.
The text explores the various forms this expansion took, from continental conquest to overseas
colonization.

5. The Philippines: A Nation Under American Rule
This history explores the complex and often brutal period of American colonization in the Philippines
following the Spanish-American War. It details the Filipino struggle for independence and the ensuing
Philippine-American War, highlighting the resistance against American occupation. The book
examines the social, political, and economic transformations imposed by American rule and its lasting
impact on Filipino society.

6. The Open Door Policy and China's Fate
This title investigates the United States' involvement in China during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, particularly its promotion of the Open Door Policy. It explains how this policy aimed to
ensure equal trading rights for all nations in China, while effectively undermining Chinese sovereignty.
The book analyzes the impact of Western imperial powers, including the U.S., on China's internal
affairs and its eventual revolutionary movements.

7. Imperialism's Discontents: Anti-Imperialist Voices in America
This book sheds light on the significant opposition to American imperialism that existed within the
United States itself. It presents the arguments and activism of prominent anti-imperialist figures and
organizations, who challenged the moral, ethical, and political justifications for overseas expansion.
The text explores the diverse motivations behind this dissent and its impact on the national debate.



8. Dollar Diplomacy: The Economic Face of American Imperialism
This work examines how economic interests and financial power were employed as tools of American
imperialism. It focuses on the era of "Dollar Diplomacy," where U.S. investments and loans were used
to exert influence and control over Latin American countries. The book illustrates how economic
penetration often paved the way for political and military interventions.

9. The Rise of the American Navy and Global Projection of Power
This book analyzes the crucial role of the U.S. Navy in facilitating and sustaining American imperial
endeavors. It details the naval modernization efforts, such as the building of dreadnoughts and the
establishment of overseas bases, which enabled the projection of American power across the globe.
The text connects naval strength to the acquisition and maintenance of distant territories.
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