
al ghazali incoherence of the
philosophers
al ghazali incoherence of the philosophers stands as a pivotal work in
Islamic intellectual history, a profound critique that reshaped theological
and philosophical discourse. Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, a towering figure in
Sufism and Islamic jurisprudence, meticulously dissected the philosophical
tenets of his predecessors, most notably the falasifa like Avicenna and Al-
Farabi, in his seminal treatise. This article delves deep into Al-Ghazali's
groundbreaking arguments, exploring his systematic refutation of key
philosophical positions and the enduring impact of his work on Islamic
thought. We will examine the specific areas of philosophical contention
addressed by Al-Ghazali, the rhetorical strategies he employed, and the
broader implications of his critique for the relationship between reason and
revelation in Islamic tradition. Understanding The Incoherence of the
Philosophers is crucial for grasping the trajectory of Islamic philosophy and
theology for centuries to come.

Table of Contents

The Genesis of Al-Ghazali's Critique

Core Philosophical Tenets Under Scrutiny

The Eternity of the World

Divine Knowledge of Particulars

The Soul and Its Resurrection

Al-Ghazali's Methodological Approach

The Impact and Legacy of Al-Ghazali's Incoherence

Key Criticisms Addressed by Al-Ghazali

The Genesis of Al-Ghazali's Critique
The intellectual landscape in which Abu Hamid al-Ghazali composed The
Incoherence of the Philosophers (Tahafut al-Falasifa) was one where Greek
philosophical thought, particularly Neoplatonism as transmitted and adapted



by Muslim thinkers, had achieved a significant degree of influence. Figures
like Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina (Avicenna) had integrated Aristotelian and
Neoplatonic metaphysics and epistemology into an Islamic framework,
developing sophisticated systems that sought to reconcile philosophical
reasoning with religious doctrine. Al-Ghazali, initially a renowned scholar
of jurisprudence and theology, found himself increasingly disturbed by what
he perceived as the philosophical system's potential to undermine core
Islamic beliefs. His journey, marked by profound spiritual searching and a
crisis of faith, culminated in his rigorous examination and eventual
condemnation of specific philosophical doctrines that he believed
contradicted the Quran and the Sunnah. The perceived departure of the
philosophers from what Al-Ghazali considered the pure teachings of Islam
served as the primary impetus for his monumental work. He saw it not merely
as an academic exercise but as a necessary defense of religious truth against
what he deemed philosophical sophistry and potential heresy.

Core Philosophical Tenets Under Scrutiny
Al-Ghazali's critique in The Incoherence of the Philosophers systematically
targets what he identified as the most contentious philosophical positions
held by the falasifa, particularly their metaphysical and theological claims.
He meticulously analyzes their arguments and exposes what he deems their
logical inconsistencies and their divergence from Islamic dogma. The
selection of these specific points of contention highlights Al-Ghazali's
concern for the fundamental pillars of Islamic belief, ensuring that his
critique addressed the most sensitive aspects of the philosophical challenge
to religious orthodoxy.

The Eternity of the World
One of the most significant points of contention between Al-Ghazali and the
falasifa was the question of the world's eternity. Philosophers like Avicenna
argued for the world's necessary emanation from God, positing that it had no
beginning in time. They reasoned that a temporal beginning would imply God's
existence prior to creation, during which time He was inactive, an idea they
found problematic. Al-Ghazali, conversely, staunchly defended the Islamic
doctrine of creation ex nihilo, asserting that the universe had a definite
beginning in time, brought into existence by God's will. He argued that the
concept of emanation was an unnecessary philosophical construct and that the
Quran explicitly stated God as the Creator. For Al-Ghazali, the notion of an
eternal world implied a degree of independence from God that was antithetical
to Islamic monotheism. He viewed the philosophers' arguments for eternity as
a logical fallacy and a denial of God's absolute power and creative agency.
His refutation often involved demonstrating that the logical consequences of
an eternal world led to absurdities or contradicted established theological
principles.



Divine Knowledge of Particulars
Another critical area of Al-Ghazali's critique revolved around the nature of
God's knowledge. The falasifa, in their attempt to reconcile God's perfection
with the changing nature of the physical world, often argued that God's
knowledge was of the universal essences and forms, not of specific, temporal
particulars. They feared that knowledge of particulars would imply change or
limitation in the divine intellect. Al-Ghazali found this position deeply
problematic, arguing that it rendered God ignorant of His own creation's
details, including human actions and divine revelations concerning individual
events. He contended that a truly omniscient God must know everything, both
the universal and the particular. For Al-Ghazali, this philosophical stance
effectively diminished God's attributes, making Him less than the all-knowing
deity described in Islamic scripture. He argued that the Quran and prophetic
traditions consistently affirmed God's awareness of every atom, every
thought, and every deed, and that the philosophical denial of this was a
grave error.

The Soul and Its Resurrection
The philosophical understanding of the soul and the concept of bodily
resurrection also came under severe scrutiny by Al-Ghazali. The falasifa,
particularly Avicenna, viewed the soul as an immaterial substance, an
intellect that could achieve salvation through philosophical contemplation
and intellectual ascent. They were often skeptical of the literal
interpretation of bodily resurrection, interpreting it allegorically or as a
metaphor for spiritual renewal. Al-Ghazali, on the other hand, upheld the
orthodox Islamic belief in the resurrection of the body alongside the soul.
He saw the philosophical detachment from the body and the rejection of
corporeal resurrection as a rejection of fundamental tenets of Islam. He
argued that the philosophers' incorporeal view of the soul and their
allegorical interpretation of resurrection were attempts to impose human
rationalistic limitations onto divine pronouncements. His critique emphasized
the importance of accepting revelation on its own terms, even when it
transcended human comprehension, and that the afterlife involved both
spiritual and physical recompense.

Al-Ghazali's Methodological Approach
Al-Ghazali's methodology in The Incoherence of the Philosophers was as
significant as his conclusions. He adopted a systematic and analytical
approach, carefully dissecting the arguments of the philosophers and exposing
what he perceived as their internal contradictions and their incompatibility
with Islamic revelation. He presented himself not as an enemy of reason but
as a defender of sound reasoning, arguing that when reason leads to
conclusions that contradict clear divine pronouncements, it is reason that
has erred. His method involved:



Logical Analysis: Al-Ghazali meticulously examined the logical structure
of philosophical arguments, seeking to identify fallacies and flawed
premises.

Theological Examination: He consistently measured philosophical claims
against the foundational principles of Islamic theology, as derived from
the Quran and the Sunnah.

Exposing Inconsistencies: He aimed to demonstrate that the philosophers'
own doctrines often led to conclusions that were inherently
contradictory or absurd when viewed through a philosophical lens.

Strategic Concessions: At times, Al-Ghazali would grant certain
philosophical premises temporarily to show how, even within their own
framework, their conclusions about God and the universe were untenable
or contradicted by scripture.

Classification of Beliefs: He categorized the philosophers' beliefs into
three types: those that were merely philosophically erroneous, those
that were heretical (takfir), and those that were outright atheistic.
This classification served to justify the strong condemnation of their
overall philosophical project.

This rigorous and structured approach allowed Al-Ghazali to present his
critique in a comprehensive and persuasive manner, earning him the title
"Proof of Islam" (Hujjat al-Islam) for his perceived defense of the faith.

The Impact and Legacy of Al-Ghazali's
Incoherence
The Incoherence of the Philosophers had a profound and lasting impact on the
development of Islamic intellectual history. It marked a turning point in the
relationship between philosophy and theology within the Islamic world,
leading to a significant decline in the direct pursuit of Greek-inspired
philosophy among mainstream scholars for several centuries. The work
solidified the dominance of Ash'arite theology, which emphasized divine
omnipotence and divine will over rationalistic explanations. While it did not
entirely extinguish philosophical inquiry, it channeled it in different
directions, often towards reconciling philosophical methods with Islamic
principles in less confrontational ways. The critique also inspired
subsequent generations of thinkers to engage with philosophical ideas, either
to defend them within an Islamic framework or to critique them further. The
legacy of Al-Ghazali's Incoherence is complex; it is celebrated by many for
safeguarding Islamic orthodoxy and by others for potentially stifling
philosophical innovation. Regardless, its influence on the trajectory of
Islamic thought remains undeniable.



Key Criticisms Addressed by Al-Ghazali
Al-Ghazali’s critique in The Incoherence of the Philosophers was not a
blanket rejection of all intellectual inquiry but a focused refutation of
specific philosophical claims that he believed were incompatible with Islamic
doctrine. The core of his refutation revolved around challenging the
philosophers' reliance on unaided human reason to grasp ultimate truths,
particularly concerning metaphysics and theology. He argued that certain
philosophical conclusions, while perhaps appearing logically consistent
within their own systems, ultimately led to beliefs that directly
contradicted the divinely revealed truths found in the Quran and the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad. His method was to demonstrate that these
philosophical positions were not only un-Islamic but also, in many cases,
logically unsustainable or led to consequences that undermined the very
notion of God's power and wisdom as understood by Muslims. By exposing the
supposed "incoherence" within the philosophers' arguments, Al-Ghazali sought
to reassert the primacy of revelation and to demonstrate that true
understanding of God and existence could only be achieved through a
combination of reason and divine guidance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Al-Ghazali's 'The
Incoherence of the Philosophers'?
Al-Ghazali's central thesis is to critique and refute the philosophical
doctrines of Islamic Aristotelian thinkers, particularly Avicenna and Al-
Farabi, arguing that their metaphysical and theological positions lead to
theological incoherence and contradict Islamic tenets.

Which specific philosophical ideas did Al-Ghazali
target in 'The Incoherence of the Philosophers'?
Al-Ghazali targeted several key philosophical ideas, including the eternity
of the world, the denial of God's knowledge of particulars, the denial of
bodily resurrection, the concept of the world's necessary emanation from God,
and the denial of divine providence.

What was Al-Ghazali's main argument against the
eternity of the world as proposed by the
philosophers?
Al-Ghazali argued that the eternity of the world implies a necessary,
uncaused existence for the world, which would make it co-eternal with God,
thus diminishing God's unique, temporal, and creative power. He asserted that
creation implies a temporal beginning.



How did Al-Ghazali challenge the philosophers'
denial of God's knowledge of particulars?
He argued that denying God's knowledge of particulars implies a deficiency in
God's attributes, suggesting God is either incapable of knowing them or that
such knowledge is beneath Him, which he found to be a severe theological
error contradicting the omniscient nature of God.

What was Al-Ghazali's critique of the philosophers'
denial of bodily resurrection?
Al-Ghazali viewed the denial of bodily resurrection as a rejection of core
Islamic beliefs and divine omnipotence. He argued that if God can create the
universe ex nihilo, He can certainly reconstitute bodies for the afterlife.

What is the significance of 'The Incoherence of the
Philosophers' in Islamic intellectual history?
It is a highly influential text that marked a turning point in Islamic
philosophy. It contributed to a decline in the direct pursuit of Aristotelian
metaphysics among many Muslim thinkers and reasserted the primacy of
revelation and theological inquiry.

Did Al-Ghazali reject all philosophy, or did he
offer a different approach?
Al-Ghazali did not reject all philosophical inquiry. He rejected specific
metaphysical and theological doctrines derived from Aristotelianism that he
found to be in conflict with Islam. He advocated for a philosophy grounded in
Islamic revelation and theology.

What is the relationship between Al-Ghazali's 'The
Incoherence of the Philosophers' and his later work
'The Revival of the Religious Sciences'?
'The Incoherence of the Philosophers' is a foundational critique of
philosophical reasoning that paved the way for his more constructive
theological and spiritual project in 'The Revival of the Religious Sciences,'
which aimed to restore authentic Islamic practice and belief.

How did Al-Ghazali's work influence later thinkers,
both within and outside the Islamic world?
Within the Islamic world, it solidified a more theologically-oriented
philosophical tradition. Outside the Islamic world, its influence is seen in
medieval Christian scholasticism, particularly in the works of thinkers like
Thomas Aquinas, who engaged with Al-Ghazali's critiques of Aristotelianism.



What is the meaning of 'incoherence' in the title of
Al-Ghazali's book?
The 'incoherence' refers to the logical contradictions and theological
inconsistencies Al-Ghazali found within the philosophers' doctrines when
examined through the lens of Islamic theology and reason.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Al-Ghazali's Incoherence of the
Philosophers, with short descriptions:

1. The Alchemical Alchemist: Averroes' Refutation of Al-Ghazali
This seminal work presents Averroes' direct response to Al-Ghazali's
critique. Averroes, a staunch defender of Aristotelian philosophy, argues
that Al-Ghazali misunderstood or misrepresented the philosophical positions
he attacked. He meticulously dissects Al-Ghazali's arguments, aiming to
demonstrate the coherence and validity of the philosophical tradition.

2. Theological Polemics in Medieval Islam: Al-Ghazali and His Critics
This book explores the broader intellectual context surrounding The
Incoherence of the Philosophers. It examines the theological debates of the
time and how Al-Ghazali's work fit into, and often ignited, these
discussions. The volume analyzes the various responses from different
theological schools, highlighting the significant impact of Al-Ghazali's
critique on Islamic intellectual history.

3. The Unveiling of Truth: Avicenna's Metaphysics and Al-Ghazali's Challenge
This study focuses specifically on Avicenna's philosophical system, which Al-
Ghazali primarily targets in his Incoherence. It provides a clear exposition
of Avicenna's key metaphysical ideas, such as his theories of existence,
causation, and the soul. The book then analyzes how Al-Ghazali's objections
aimed to dismantle these very foundations, setting the stage for future
philosophical and theological engagement.

4. Reason and Revelation in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Synthesis
While not a direct refutation, this book explores Al-Ghazali's own
philosophical and theological system as it evolved after The Incoherence. It
examines how he sought to reconcile the insights of philosophy with the
tenets of Islamic revelation. The work highlights Al-Ghazali's later emphasis
on mystical experience and divine knowledge as the ultimate sources of truth,
positioning his critique of philosophy within his broader intellectual
project.

5. The Legacy of Al-Ghazali: Philosophy, Theology, and Mysticism
This collection of essays delves into the enduring influence of Al-Ghazali's
work across various Islamic intellectual disciplines. It includes discussions
on how later philosophers and theologians grappled with The Incoherence,
incorporating or challenging its arguments. The book also explores the impact



of Al-Ghazali's mystical turn on subsequent Sufi traditions, demonstrating
the wide-ranging consequences of his intellectual journey.

6. Ibn Rushd's Double Truth: Reconciling Faith and Reason After Al-Ghazali
This work examines Averroes' (Ibn Rushd's) concept of the "double truth" in
the context of his response to Al-Ghazali. It investigates Averroes' attempt
to distinguish between philosophical truth, accessible through reason, and
religious truth, revealed through scripture. The book explores how this
distinction was a crucial part of his strategy to defend philosophy against
Al-Ghazali's accusations of incoherence.

7. The Art of Disputation: Al-Ghazali's Dialectical Method
This volume analyzes the rhetorical and argumentative strategies employed by
Al-Ghazali in The Incoherence of the Philosophers. It focuses on his
dialectical approach, examining how he used philosophical language and logic
against the philosophers themselves. The book sheds light on the
effectiveness and intellectual rigor of Al-Ghazali's critique, highlighting
his mastery of intellectual combat.

8. The Crisis of Reason: Islamic Philosophy in the Wake of Al-Ghazali
This book assesses the long-term impact of Al-Ghazali's critique on the
trajectory of Islamic philosophy. It argues that The Incoherence marked a
significant turning point, leading to a decline in systematic philosophical
inquiry in some regions of the Islamic world. The work explores the reasons
for this shift and the ways in which subsequent intellectual endeavors either
avoided philosophical engagement or adapted it to new theological and
mystical frameworks.

9. Beyond Doubt: Al-Ghazali's Epistemological Revolution
This study examines the epistemological underpinnings of Al-Ghazali's
critique in The Incoherence. It investigates his questioning of rational
certainty and his eventual embrace of a more experiential and divinely guided
path to knowledge. The book explores how Al-Ghazali's skepticism towards
purely rational knowledge laid the groundwork for his later mystical writings
and influenced subsequent discussions on the nature and limits of human
understanding.

Al Ghazali Incoherence Of The Philosophers

Al Ghazali Incoherence Of The Philosophers

Related Articles
algebra 1 an integrated approach
amazon day 2 training final exam answers
aice marine science pass rate

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-34/al-ghazali-incoherence-of-the-philosophers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-34/algebra-1-an-integrated-approach.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-34/amazon-day-2-training-final-exam-answers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-34/aice-marine-science-pass-rate.pdf


Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

