
air assault handbook
air assault handbook, a critical resource for military personnel, outlines
the fundamental principles and operational procedures of air assault
operations. This comprehensive guide covers everything from the strategic
planning and tactical execution of helicopter-borne troop movements to the
essential equipment and safety protocols involved. Understanding the
intricacies detailed within an air assault handbook is paramount for any unit
preparing for or engaged in vertical envelopment and rapid deployment
scenarios. This article delves into the core components of such a manual,
exploring its sections on mission planning, aviation support, troop
responsibilities, and post-operation procedures, providing valuable insights
for those seeking to grasp the complexities of air assault tactics.

Understanding the Air Assault Handbook: A
Comprehensive Overview

The air assault handbook serves as the definitive document for understanding
and executing helicopter-borne military operations. It is meticulously
designed to standardize procedures, enhance safety, and maximize the
effectiveness of air assault missions. This vital manual consolidates
doctrine, tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs) into an accessible
format, ensuring all personnel involved in an air assault have a common
operational picture and a shared understanding of their roles and
responsibilities. From the initial stages of mission planning to the final
exfiltration, every aspect is covered to mitigate risks and achieve mission
success.

The Purpose and Importance of an Air Assault
Handbook

The primary purpose of an air assault handbook is to provide standardized
guidance for conducting operations that leverage rotary-wing aircraft for the
rapid insertion, extraction, and support of ground forces. Its importance
cannot be overstated, as it directly contributes to the survivability and
operational success of airborne units. By clearly defining roles,
responsibilities, and standard operating procedures (SOPs), the handbook
minimizes confusion and enhances coordination between aviation assets and
ground elements. This standardization is crucial in the dynamic and often
chaotic environment of an air assault, where swift and decisive action is
often required.



Key Components and Structure of an Air Assault
Handbook

A typical air assault handbook is structured logically to guide the reader
through the entire lifecycle of an air assault operation. It usually begins
with foundational principles and moves towards specific operational details.
The structure ensures that users can easily find information relevant to
their immediate needs, whether they are involved in planning, execution, or
support roles. The handbook often includes sections dedicated to terminology,
mission types, planning considerations, aviation capabilities, troop
requirements, and safety measures, making it a truly comprehensive reference.

Mission Planning and Preparation in Air Assault
Operations

Effective air assault operations begin long before the helicopters lift off.
Meticulous planning and preparation are the cornerstones of success, ensuring
that all elements are synchronized and that potential risks are identified
and mitigated. The air assault handbook dedicates significant attention to
this crucial phase, providing a framework for commanders and staff to develop
viable and achievable plans.

Reconnaissance and Intelligence Gathering for Air
Assault Missions

Before any air assault can be planned, thorough reconnaissance and
intelligence gathering are essential. This involves understanding the
operational area, identifying enemy dispositions, assessing terrain for
landing zones (LZs) and pickup zones (PZ), and evaluating potential threats.
The handbook emphasizes the importance of utilizing all available
intelligence assets, including aerial surveillance, human intelligence, and
electronic warfare, to build a comprehensive picture of the environment.
Accurate intelligence directly informs decisions regarding LZ selection,
infiltration routes, and defensive measures.

LZ/PZ Selection and Preparation Procedures

The selection and preparation of Landing Zones (LZs) and Pickup Zones (PZs)
are critical to the success and safety of air assault missions. The air
assault handbook provides detailed criteria for identifying suitable LZs/PZs,
considering factors such as size, surface condition, approach and departure



routes, and proximity to objectives. Preparation involves clearing obstacles,
marking the zone, and establishing security to ensure a safe and efficient
transfer of troops and equipment. Failure in this area can lead to mission
compromise and casualties.

Coordination with Aviation Assets: Helicopters and
Support

Seamless coordination between ground forces and aviation units is paramount.
The air assault handbook outlines the procedures for this vital interface,
covering aspects such as aircraft types and their capabilities, load plans,
air routes, and communication protocols. Understanding the limitations and
strengths of different helicopter platforms, such as UH-60 Black Hawks for
troop transport and AH-64 Apaches for attack support, is crucial for
effective mission planning. The handbook ensures that ground commanders can
effectively task and employ air assets to achieve their objectives.

Developing the Air Assault Order (AO)

The Air Assault Order (AO) is the formal document that communicates the
commander's intent and plan for an air assault operation. The air assault
handbook provides the structure and content requirements for a clear and
concise AO. It typically includes information on the mission, execution,
service support, and command and signal. A well-written AO ensures that all
participating units understand their tasks, timelines, and the overall
operational concept, fostering unity of effort.

Execution of Air Assault Operations: Troop and
Aviation Roles

Once planning is complete, the execution phase begins, demanding precise
action from both the ground troops and the aviation elements. The air assault
handbook details the procedures for this critical stage, emphasizing
synchronization and adherence to established protocols to ensure mission
success and personnel safety.

Troop Responsibilities During Infiltration and
Exfiltration

During an air assault, ground troops have distinct responsibilities



throughout the operation. The air assault handbook outlines procedures for
boarding aircraft, maintaining discipline and security during flight,
disembarking rapidly and tactically upon arrival at the LZ, and consolidating
forces. Similarly, during exfiltration, troops must move efficiently to the
PZ, secure it, and board aircraft without undue delay. Maintaining
situational awareness and following the guidance provided in the handbook are
critical for troop survivability.

Aviation Operations: Flight Procedures and Airspace
Control

The handbook also details the critical role of aviation in air assault
operations. This includes flight procedures, formation integrity, maintaining
air superiority over the LZ, providing suppressive fire, and managing
airspace to prevent fratricide and ensure efficient traffic flow.
Understanding the capabilities and limitations of different aircraft, as well
as the rules of engagement for aircrews, is essential for a coordinated
effort. Effective communication between ground and air elements is vital to
adapting to evolving battlefield conditions.

Establishing and Securing the Landing Zone (LZ)

Upon arrival at the designated LZ, the lead elements of the air assault force
are tasked with rapidly securing the area. The air assault handbook provides
detailed tactical procedures for clearing the LZ of any enemy presence and
establishing a defensive perimeter. This ensures the safe arrival of
subsequent waves of troops and equipment. Speed and aggression are key, as is
effective communication with supporting aviation assets to suppress any enemy
fire directed at the LZ.

Combat Operations Post-Insertion

Once the LZ is secured and the majority of the assault force has been
inserted, combat operations commence. The air assault handbook outlines the
principles for employing the newly inserted forces to achieve their assigned
objectives. This may involve immediate offensive actions, reconnaissance, or
establishing a defensive posture. The flexibility and speed afforded by air
assault operations allow for rapid exploitation of tactical opportunities.

Support and Post-Operation Procedures



Air assault operations do not end with the initial combat engagement. Ongoing
support and well-defined post-operation procedures are crucial for sustaining
momentum and ensuring the long-term success of the mission. The air assault
handbook addresses these often-overlooked but vital aspects.

Logistical Support and Resupply by Air

Sustaining ground forces in the field often relies heavily on aerial
resupply. The air assault handbook details procedures for requesting,
rigging, and receiving logistical support, including ammunition, water,
rations, and medical supplies. This can occur via sling-loaded external loads
or by landing at established logistical hubs within the operational area.
Efficient logistical support is essential for maintaining combat
effectiveness.

Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC) Procedures

Casualties are an unfortunate reality of combat, and the air assault handbook
places significant emphasis on medical evacuation procedures. It outlines how
to request MEDEVAC, prepare casualties for transport, and secure LZ/PZ areas
for medical aircraft. The rapid extraction of wounded personnel via
helicopter significantly improves their chances of survival and recovery, a
key advantage of air assault capabilities.

Consolidation and Movement to Next Objective

Following the initial engagement and securing of objectives, troops must
consolidate their forces and prepare for subsequent actions. The air assault
handbook provides guidance on reorganizing, accounting for personnel and
equipment, and planning the movement to the next objective. This phase
requires discipline and adherence to operational plans, even after the
initial intensity of the assault.

Debriefing and Lessons Learned

A critical component of any military operation, including air assaults, is
the debriefing process. The air assault handbook emphasizes the importance of
thoroughly debriefing all participants to identify successes, failures, and
areas for improvement. This feedback loop is invaluable for refining TTPs,
updating doctrine, and enhancing future air assault operations. Documenting
lessons learned ensures that collective knowledge is preserved and
disseminated throughout the force.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of an Air Assault
Handbook?
The primary purpose of an Air Assault Handbook is to provide standardized
doctrine, techniques, and procedures for planning, executing, and supporting
air assault operations. It serves as a crucial reference for commanders,
staff, and soldiers involved in these complex missions.

What are the key considerations for mission planning
outlined in most Air Assault Handbooks?
Key considerations typically include mission analysis, intelligence gathering
on enemy capabilities and terrain, route reconnaissance, selection of landing
zones (LZs) and extraction zones (EZs), airspace control, aviation asset
allocation, medical evacuation (MEDEVAC) planning, and sustainment.

How does an Air Assault Handbook address airspace
management during operations?
Air Assault Handbooks detail airspace management procedures, including the
establishment of air corridors, coordination with air traffic control,
deconfliction of aircraft routes, and the use of specific altitudes and
formations to ensure safe and efficient movement of aviation assets.

What are the critical components of a landing zone
(LZ) selection and reconnaissance process as
described in these handbooks?
LZ selection and reconnaissance involve evaluating factors such as size,
terrain, visibility, obstacles, soil conditions, enemy presence, and
accessibility for both ingress and egress. Handbooks often provide checklists
and visual aids for assessing LZ suitability.

How do Air Assault Handbooks cover the roles and
responsibilities of different units involved in an
air assault?
These handbooks define the specific tasks and responsibilities of aviation
units (helicopter crews), ground units (assault echelons), supporting units
(fire support, engineers), and command and control elements, ensuring clear
lines of communication and coordinated action.



What safety protocols and risk mitigation strategies
are emphasized in Air Assault Handbooks?
Safety is paramount. Handbooks emphasize risk assessment, crew resource
management, proper loading and unloading procedures, emergency procedures,
tactical employment of aircraft to minimize exposure, and the importance of
pre-flight checks and maintenance.

How do Air Assault Handbooks incorporate
advancements in aviation technology and tactics?
As aviation technology evolves, handbooks are updated to reflect new aircraft
capabilities, advanced navigation systems, improved communication equipment,
and updated tactical employment techniques, ensuring doctrine remains
relevant to contemporary warfare.

What is the importance of standardization in Air
Assault Handbooks for multinational operations?
Standardization is crucial for multinational air assault operations.
Handbooks help ensure interoperability and a common understanding of
procedures, terminology, and capabilities among different national forces,
facilitating seamless cooperation and effectiveness.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to air assault handbooks, each with a short
description:

1. Air Assault Operations: Doctrine and Tactics. This foundational text
delves into the core principles and strategic considerations of air assault
operations. It covers everything from planning and troop leading procedures
to the critical integration of air and ground assets for successful missions.
Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the doctrine that
underpins airborne infantry movements.

2. Helicopter Operations in Combat Environments. This comprehensive guide
explores the multifaceted world of rotary-wing aviation in hostile scenarios.
It details the unique challenges and requirements of operating helicopters
during air assault missions, focusing on flight safety, navigation, and
operational techniques. The book also examines the vital role of helicopters
in insertion, extraction, and close air support.

3. Tactical Movement and Maneuver for Air Assault Infantry. Focusing
specifically on the ground element, this handbook outlines the essential
movement and maneuver techniques for infantry units conducting air assault
operations. It addresses formations, patrol strategies, and adapting to the
terrain once emplaced by air. The emphasis is on maintaining unit cohesion



and combat effectiveness post-insertion.

4. Command and Control in Air Assault Operations. Effective leadership and
communication are paramount in air assault missions, and this book explores
the intricacies of command and control (C2) within such operations. It
details communication protocols, decision-making processes under pressure,
and the coordination required between air and ground elements. The goal is to
ensure seamless integration and rapid response.

5. Mission Planning and Rehearsal for Air Assault Missions. Thorough
preparation is key to success, and this title meticulously breaks down the
phases of planning and rehearsal for air assault operations. It covers
intelligence gathering, risk assessment, contingency planning, and the
importance of realistic rehearsals to ensure mission accomplishment. The book
guides commanders and staff through the critical steps before execution.

6. Air Assault Troop Leading Procedures: A Practical Guide. This practical
guide focuses on the hands-on responsibilities of leaders tasked with
commanding air assault troops. It walks through the troop-leading steps from
mission assignment to execution, emphasizing delegation, supervision, and
adaptation to unforeseen circumstances. The book aims to equip leaders with
the confidence and competence to manage their units effectively.

7. Air Assault Logistics and Support Requirements. Beyond the battlefield,
the sustainment of air assault operations is crucial, and this book examines
the complex logistical challenges involved. It covers the provisioning of
ammunition, fuel, medical support, and maintenance for both aircraft and
ground units operating in austere environments. Understanding these
requirements is vital for operational endurance.

8. Air Assault Capabilities: Fixed and Rotary Wing Integration. This title
explores the synergy between different aerial assets in air assault
operations. It examines the strengths and limitations of both fixed-wing and
rotary-wing aircraft and how they are integrated to achieve mission
objectives. The book highlights how these platforms work together for
transport, support, and specialized roles.

9. Air Assault Survivability and Force Protection. Operating in a dynamic and
potentially dangerous environment, air assault troops require robust
survivability measures. This book delves into the strategies and tactics for
force protection during air assault missions, including threat assessment,
defensive measures, and immediate action drills. The focus is on minimizing
casualties and maximizing the unit's ability to fight.
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