
security guard training colorado
security guard training colorado is a critical step for anyone looking to enter or
advance in the security profession within the Centennial State. This comprehensive guide
will delve into the essential aspects of becoming a licensed security guard in Colorado,
covering everything from initial licensing requirements and training programs to the
specialized skills and ongoing education needed to excel. We will explore the different
types of security guard roles available in Colorado, the legal framework governing the
industry, and the best practices for finding reputable training providers. Whether you are
a new applicant or a seasoned professional seeking to enhance your credentials,
understanding the intricacies of security guard training in Colorado is paramount for a
successful and rewarding career.
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Understanding Colorado Security Guard Licensing
Requirements

To legally work as a security guard in Colorado, individuals must obtain a state-issued
license. The Colorado Division of Professions and Occupations, under the Department of
Regulatory Agencies (DORA), oversees the licensing process for unarmed security guards.
This ensures that all individuals operating in this capacity meet a minimum standard of
competence and trustworthiness. The requirements are designed to protect the public and
maintain the integrity of the private security industry.

Eligibility Criteria for Colorado Security Guard Licenses

Prospective security guards in Colorado must meet several key eligibility criteria.
Applicants are typically required to be at least 18 years of age for unarmed positions. They



must possess a high school diploma or GED equivalent. A crucial component of the
application process involves a thorough background check, which includes fingerprinting,
to screen for criminal history. Any felony convictions or certain misdemeanor convictions
can disqualify an applicant. Furthermore, applicants must demonstrate good moral
character.

The Application Process for Security Guard Licensing

The application for a Colorado security guard license is submitted through DORA. It
involves completing a detailed application form, providing supporting documentation, and
paying the required fees. As mentioned, fingerprinting and a criminal background check
are mandatory. Applicants will also need to provide proof of completing the required
security guard training course from an approved provider. The processing time for
applications can vary, so it is advisable to apply well in advance of any desired start date.

Approved Security Guard Training Programs in
Colorado

Obtaining a security guard license in Colorado necessitates completing a training program
approved by the state. These programs are designed to equip individuals with the
fundamental knowledge and skills required to perform their duties effectively and
responsibly. Not all training programs are created equal, and choosing a DORA-approved
institution is non-negotiable for licensing purposes.

What Makes a Training Program "Approved" in
Colorado?

An approved security guard training program in Colorado must adhere to specific
curriculum standards set forth by the state. These programs are typically offered by
private security companies, vocational schools, or community colleges that have met
DORA's approval criteria. The curriculum generally covers state laws, use of force
principles, report writing, ethics, and emergency procedures. Successful completion
usually results in a certificate that is then submitted with the license application.

Finding Reputable Training Providers

When searching for security guard training in Colorado, it is essential to identify providers
that are officially recognized by the state. A good starting point is to check the official
website of the Colorado Division of Professions and Occupations for a list of approved
training facilities. Prospective students should also research the reputation of the training



center, read reviews, and inquire about the qualifications of their instructors. Practical,
hands-on training is often a significant indicator of a quality program.

Core Curriculum for Colorado Security Guard
Training

The foundational knowledge imparted during security guard training in Colorado is vital
for ensuring guards are prepared for various scenarios. The curriculum is structured to
cover essential duties, legal responsibilities, and safety protocols that are specific to the
state's operational environment.

Legal Aspects and Use of Force

A significant portion of any Colorado security guard training program focuses on the legal
framework surrounding the profession. This includes understanding trespass laws,
citizen's arrest rights, and the legal limitations placed upon security personnel. Training
also heavily emphasizes the principles of justifiable use of force, detailing when and how
force can be used to protect oneself, others, or property. Improper application of these
principles can lead to severe legal repercussions.

Observation, Patrol, and Reporting

Effective security guards are keen observers. Training modules cover techniques for
conducting thorough patrols, identifying potential security risks, and maintaining a visible
presence. Crucially, the ability to document incidents through accurate and concise report
writing is a core skill. Trainees learn how to record observations, gather essential details,
and present information in a clear, objective manner, which is critical for investigations
and legal proceedings.

Emergency Procedures and First Aid

Preparing for emergencies is a paramount aspect of security guard training. Programs
typically cover responses to fire alarms, medical emergencies, civil disturbances, and
other critical incidents. Many courses also incorporate basic first aid and CPR
certification, enabling guards to provide immediate assistance until professional medical
help arrives. Understanding evacuation procedures and how to secure a scene are also key
components.



Specialized Security Guard Training and
Certifications

While a basic license covers unarmed security guard work, many individuals seek further
specialization to enhance their career prospects and expertise. Colorado offers various
advanced training opportunities that can lead to specialized certifications.

Armed Security Guard Training and Permitting

For those aspiring to carry a firearm while on duty, Colorado has a separate and more
stringent licensing process for armed security guards. This requires extensive firearms
training, including proficiency tests, background checks specifically related to firearm
ownership, and ongoing requalification. Armed security guard training programs are more
intensive and focus on safe firearm handling, marksmanship, and the legalities of armed
response.

Investigative Skills and Surveillance Techniques

Some security professionals may pursue training in investigative techniques and
surveillance. These programs delve into methods for gathering information, conducting
discreet surveillance, and utilizing technology for monitoring. This specialized knowledge
is particularly valuable for positions in corporate security, loss prevention, and private
investigation.

Executive Protection and Personal Security

Another area of specialization is executive protection, often referred to as bodyguard
services. Training in this field focuses on threat assessment, risk management, protective
driving, and close personal protection strategies. This highly demanding role requires a
distinct set of skills and often involves working with high-profile individuals.

Finding the Right Security Guard Training
Provider in Colorado

Selecting the appropriate training provider is a pivotal decision that can significantly
impact your preparedness and success in the security field. A well-chosen program will not
only meet state requirements but also provide practical, real-world applicable skills.



Evaluating Training Program Costs and Duration

Security guard training programs in Colorado vary in cost and duration. Basic unarmed
training might range from a few days to a couple of weeks, with costs typically falling
within a specific range. Armed guard training is generally more extensive and costly due
to the specialized equipment and instruction involved. Prospective students should
compare offerings, course materials, and instructor experience before committing to a
program.

Considering Online vs. In-Person Training

While many foundational security guard courses can be completed online, some practical
aspects and hands-on skills are best learned in an in-person setting. For armed guard
training, in-person instruction is mandatory for firearms proficiency. It is important to
verify that any online components of a program are approved by DORA and that the
program provides adequate practical application if required.

Career Opportunities After Security Guard
Training in Colorado

Completing security guard training in Colorado opens doors to a diverse range of career
opportunities within the state's growing security sector. The skills acquired are
transferable and highly sought after across various industries.

Types of Security Guard Roles Available

Graduates of Colorado security guard training programs can find employment in
numerous capacities. These include:

Residential and commercial property security

Retail loss prevention

Event security for concerts, sporting events, and conferences

Hospital and healthcare facility security

School and campus security

Executive protection and personal detail

Loss prevention agents



Asset protection officers

Patrolling security officers

Advancement and Specialization Paths

For those looking to grow within the security industry, Colorado offers pathways for
advancement. With experience and additional training, security guards can move into
supervisory roles, management positions, or specialize in areas like investigations, threat
assessment, or security consulting. Obtaining specialized certifications can be a key
differentiator in securing these higher-level positions.

Maintaining Your Colorado Security Guard
License

Obtaining a security guard license in Colorado is not a one-time achievement; it requires
ongoing effort to maintain its validity and to stay current with industry best practices and
legal requirements.

Continuing Education Requirements

While the initial training is mandatory for licensing, Colorado may have requirements for
continuing education or renewal processes to keep licenses active. It is crucial for license
holders to stay informed about any updates or changes to renewal procedures and
requirements set forth by DORA. This might include completing refresher courses or
specific training modules periodically.

License Renewal Process in Colorado

Security guard licenses in Colorado have an expiration date, and a renewal process must
be followed to continue working legally. This typically involves submitting a renewal
application, paying the applicable fees, and providing any updated documentation
required, such as proof of continued eligibility or updated training if mandated. Staying
proactive with license renewal ensures uninterrupted employment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the current training requirements for
unarmed security guards in Colorado?
In Colorado, unarmed security guards must complete a 24-hour training course covering
topics like legal aspects, patrol procedures, observation and reporting, and use of force.
They also need to pass a written exam and undergo a background check. Specific
curriculum details are managed by the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

Is there a difference in training for armed versus
unarmed security guards in Colorado?
Yes, there's a significant difference. Armed security guards in Colorado require additional
training beyond the unarmed requirements. This includes specific firearms proficiency
training, tactical shooting, and handling of deadly force. The CBI also mandates stricter
background checks and recertification processes for armed guards.

Where can I find approved security guard training
providers in Colorado?
The Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the official body that licenses and approves
security guard training programs. Their website typically lists approved training
providers. It's crucial to verify that any training you choose is state-approved to ensure
your license eligibility.

What are the continuing education requirements for
security guards in Colorado?
While the initial 24-hour training is mandatory for unarmed guards, Colorado law doesn't
mandate specific recurring continuing education hours for license renewal for unarmed
guards. However, for armed guards, regular firearms requalification is required. Many
employers also provide ongoing in-house training to keep guards updated on best
practices and legal changes.

Are there any specific topics trending in Colorado
security guard training currently?
Current trends in Colorado security guard training often focus on de-escalation
techniques, active shooter response protocols, mental health awareness, effective
communication for conflict resolution, and understanding and adhering to evolving legal
statutes related to security operations and use of force. Cyber security awareness is also
becoming increasingly relevant.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to security guard training in Colorado, each with a short
description:

1. Colorado Guard: Mastering the Essentials of Security Operations
This comprehensive guide delves into the fundamental principles of private security work
specifically tailored for the state of Colorado. It covers essential topics such as legal
responsibilities, use-of-force policies, report writing, and emergency preparedness, all
within the context of Colorado's unique regulatory framework. Aspiring and current
security professionals will find practical advice and information to excel in their roles.

2. The Colorado Security Officer's Handbook: Laws, Ethics, and Best Practices
This essential resource provides a detailed overview of the legal statutes and ethical
considerations governing security guards in Colorado. It walks readers through the
licensing requirements, operational protocols, and professional conduct expected of all
licensed personnel. The book emphasizes best practices for conflict resolution, observation
skills, and maintaining a safe environment.

3. Active Shooter Response for Colorado Security Personnel
Focusing on a critical and timely threat, this book offers specialized training modules for
Colorado security guards on recognizing, responding to, and mitigating active shooter
incidents. It outlines immediate actions, communication strategies, and cooperation
protocols with law enforcement agencies. The content is designed to equip guards with
the confidence and knowledge to act decisively in high-stress situations.

4. Defensive Tactics and Use of Force in Colorado: A Guard's Guide
This practical manual explores the legal boundaries and techniques for employing
defensive tactics and necessary force as permitted for security guards in Colorado. It
covers subject control, restraint techniques, and the legal justifications for their use,
aligning with state regulations. The book prioritizes officer safety and de-escalation as the
primary goals.

5. Colorado's Private Investigator and Security Guard Act: Demystified
Navigating the complexities of Colorado's specific legislation for the security industry can
be daunting. This book breaks down the Private Investigator and Security Guard Act into
understandable terms, explaining licensing procedures, responsibilities, and prohibited
activities. It serves as a vital reference for anyone seeking to operate legally and ethically
within the state.

6. CCTV Operations and Surveillance Techniques for Colorado Security
This title focuses on the critical role of electronic surveillance in modern security. It
covers the effective use of Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) systems, including camera
placement, monitoring techniques, and evidence preservation relevant to Colorado law.
Readers will learn how to maximize surveillance capabilities to deter crime and aid
investigations.

7. Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response for Colorado Guards
Preparedness is paramount in the security field, and this book addresses the specific
needs of Colorado security guards when facing emergencies and natural disasters. It
covers incident command structures, evacuation procedures, communication protocols



during crises, and inter-agency cooperation unique to the state's geographic and
environmental considerations. The goal is to enhance response effectiveness in critical
situations.

8. Report Writing and Documentation for Colorado Security Professionals
Accurate and thorough documentation is a cornerstone of effective security work. This
guide offers practical instruction on creating clear, concise, and legally sound incident
reports, daily logs, and other essential paperwork for security guards operating in
Colorado. It highlights what information is crucial to include and the legal implications of
proper record-keeping.

9. Colorado's Trespass Laws and Property Protection: A Security Officer's Perspective
Understanding property rights and the laws surrounding trespass is fundamental for
security guards. This book provides an in-depth look at Colorado's trespass statutes,
outlining a security officer's authority, methods for addressing unauthorized individuals,
and legal considerations for protecting private property. It emphasizes lawful procedures
to maintain order and enforce property boundaries.
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