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The Science of Getting Rich by Wallace Wattles: A Timeless
Blueprint for Abundance

science of getting rich by wallace wattles presents a revolutionary perspective on wealth creation, shifting
the focus from external circumstances to internal mindset and action. This seminal work, published in 1910,
continues to resonate with seekers of prosperity by outlining a practical, step-by-step method for achieving
financial abundance. Far from a mere collection of tips, Wattles’ approach delves into the fundamental
principles governing wealth, emphasizing the power of thought, the importance of a specific way of thinking, and
the necessity of acting in a certain way. This article will explore the core tenets of Wattles’ philosophy,
dissecting its key components and providing insights into how its principles can be applied in the modern world to
manifest greater riches. We will examine the importance of a creative versus a competitive mindset, the role of
gratitude, and the vital connection between thought and action in achieving tangible results.
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The Core Philosophy: The Thinking Element

At the heart of Wallace Wattles' "The Science of Getting Rich" lies the profound assertion that wealth is a
science, governed by definite laws, just like any other science. Wattles argues that the ability to accumulate
riches is not a matter of luck, environment, or talent, but rather a direct result of adopting a specific mindset
and engaging in a particular mode of action. The fundamental principle he introduces is the "Thinking Element."
This refers to the idea that all things originate from a substance, a formless stuff, from which all things are
made. By impressing our thoughts upon this formless substance, we can bring into being whatever we desire,
including wealth. Wattles emphasizes that this is not a matter of mere wishing or hoping; it requires a clear,
focused, and unwavering mental impression.



The core of this philosophy is that we are endowed with the power to think, and through this power, we can
influence the formless substance. This substance is intelligent and responsive to our thoughts. Therefore, the
crucial step in the science of getting rich is to learn to think in the Certain Way that will produce the desired
results. It's about understanding that our thoughts are creative forces, and by directing them purposefully
towards abundance, we can begin to attract it into our lives. This involves a shift from a reactive to a
proactive approach to wealth, where our inner world dictates our outer reality.

Developing the Certain Way of Thinking

Wattles outlines a precise method for cultivating this "Certain Way of Thinking." It's not about positive
thinking in a superficial sense, but about a deep-seated belief and a focused mental attitude. The first step is to
form a clear and definite vision of what you want to achieve. Vagueness leads to vague results. You must
know precisely what you want to get rich for. Is it for the pleasure of spending, the ability to help others, or
the satisfaction of achievement? Having a clear purpose fuels your mental energy and directs it effectively.

Secondly, you must cultivate an unshakeable faith in your ability to obtain what you desire. This faith isn't
blind optimism; it's a deep conviction, born from understanding the principles Wattles lays out. Doubt is the
enemy of progress, and Wattles stresses the importance of eradicating it. This involves holding the mental
image of your desired outcome and refusing to let any thought of impossibility or lack creep in. It's a
continuous practice of reinforcing your belief in the law of abundance and your place within it.

The Importance of Gratitude in the Science of Getting Rich

Gratitude plays a pivotal role in Wallace Wattles' "The Science of Getting Rich." Wattles explains that
when we are grateful for what we have, we open ourselves up to receiving more. Gratitude is a state of mind
that aligns us with the abundant nature of the universe. Instead of focusing on what we lack, which
perpetuates a feeling of scarcity, gratitude shifts our focus to the blessings we already possess. This positive
emotional state reinforces our creative thought processes and strengthens our belief in abundance.

When you are truly grateful, you acknowledge the good that is already in your life and in the world. This
recognition amplifies the good, attracting more of it. Wattles suggests practicing gratitude daily, taking time
to appreciate all the good things, no matter how small. This practice helps to keep your mind in a positive and
receptive state, which is essential for the creative process. It prevents the mind from dwelling on obstacles or
setbacks, ensuring that your mental energy remains focused on your desired outcomes and the path to achieving
them.

Acting in a Certain Way: Practical Application

While the "Thinking Element" is paramount, Wattles also emphasizes that thinking alone is insufficient. One must
also engage in "Acting in a Certain Way." This means performing certain actions with a specific mindset and
purpose. It's not about working harder or being busier, but about acting with efficiency, purpose, and a
constant awareness of your creative goal. When you act, do so with the feeling that you are creating what
you want, and that you are on the right path.

The actions dictated by the "Certain Way" are not ordinary actions. They are actions performed with the
conviction that they are steps towards your desired outcome. This includes taking the first step, even if it
seems small, and continuing to take subsequent steps with unwavering faith and purpose. It means doing the
things you can do, with all your heart and soul, and understanding that each action is a contribution to the
manifestation of your wealth. The key is to maintain the right mental attitude throughout your actions,



infusing them with the creative energy that will bring about the desired results.

The Creative Versus the Competitive Mindset

Wallace Wattles sharply distinguishes between a competitive mindset and a creative mindset, arguing that
true wealth is attained through the latter. The competitive mindset is characterized by a focus on scarcity
and a desire to get ahead at the expense of others. Those operating from this mindset often view life as a zero-
sum game, where one person's gain is another's loss. This approach leads to struggle, conflict, and ultimately,
limited success.

In contrast, the creative mindset operates from a place of abundance. It recognizes that there is enough for
everyone and that by contributing to the well-being of others, one can also create greater abundance for
themselves. A creative individual focuses on what they can give and how they can improve things. This shift in
perspective unleashes the power of the formless substance in a constructive and beneficial way. By adding
value and serving others, the creative individual attracts wealth naturally and effortlessly, as they are
working in harmony with the laws of the universe, rather than against them.

Overcoming Doubt and Fear

Doubt and fear are significant impediments to achieving wealth, according to Wallace Wattles. These negative
emotions stem from a lack of faith and a focus on limitations. The science of getting rich demands that these be
systematically eradicated. Doubt creates a mental dissonance, a resistance to the creative forces that are
meant to bring about your desires. Fear, on the other hand, often arises from past experiences of lack or failure,
leading one to anticipate negative outcomes.

Wattles' remedy for doubt and fear is to cultivate unwavering faith and to hold steadfastly to the vision of
what you want. This involves consciously choosing to focus on the possibilities rather than the obstacles.
When a thought of doubt or fear arises, it must be immediately replaced with a thought of faith and a clear
mental image of your success. This is not a passive process; it requires active mental discipline and a persistent
reinforcement of your belief in the power of the Certain Way of Thinking and Acting.

The Power of Visualization and Faith

Visualization and faith are inextricably linked in the pursuit of riches as outlined by Wattles. The ability to
vividly and consistently visualize your desired outcome is a cornerstone of the creative process. This mental
image serves as a blueprint for the formless substance. It's not enough to simply think about what you want;
you must see it clearly in your mind's eye, experience the emotions associated with possessing it, and hold that
image with unwavering conviction.

Faith is the fuel that makes visualization powerful. It is the deep-seated belief that what you are visualizing is
not only possible but is already on its way to you. Wattles stresses that faith must be applied to the vision.
If you visualize wealth, you must have faith that the process will bring it to you. This means refusing to
entertain thoughts of how it will come, or when; simply trust the process and hold the vision. The combination
of a clear, compelling visualization and an unshakeable faith creates a powerful magnetic force that draws
wealth towards you.



Living in the Present Moment

While foresight and planning are important, Wallace Wattles emphasizes the profound significance of living in
the present moment when applying the science of getting rich. The past is gone, and the future is yet to be
created. Therefore, all creative action and thought must occur in the here and now. dwelling on past failures
or worrying about future uncertainties distracts from the creative power available in the present.

To live in the present moment means to dedicate your full attention and energy to the task at hand, with the
understanding that each present action contributes to the future you are creating. It involves performing the
current duty with the highest degree of excellence and with the clear intention of manifesting abundance. This
focused presence allows you to harness the full power of your thoughts and actions, ensuring that you are
always moving forward towards your goals in a constructive and effective manner.

The Untapped Potential of the Subconscious Mind

Wallace Wattles' work implicitly touches upon the vast potential of the subconscious mind, though he refers
to it more as the "formless substance." The principles he advocates for developing the Certain Way of Thinking
and Acting are essentially methods for impressing the subconscious with the idea of abundance and success. Our
subconscious mind is a powerful engine that, when properly programmed, can work to manifest our desires.

By consistently holding clear mental images and reinforcing them with unwavering faith and appropriate
actions, we are effectively programming our subconscious. It then begins to work behind the scenes, influencing
our perceptions, guiding our actions, and attracting opportunities that align with our dominant thoughts.
Understanding and intentionally directing this inner power is crucial for unlocking sustained wealth creation,
moving beyond mere conscious effort to a more effortless and abundant flow.

Applying the Science of Getting Rich Today

The principles laid out in Wallace Wattles' "The Science of Getting Rich" are remarkably timeless and continue
to offer a potent framework for achieving abundance in the modern era. To apply these principles today, one
must begin by committing to the Certain Way of Thinking. This involves consciously choosing to believe in the
possibility of wealth, cultivating gratitude for what one has, and holding a clear, unwavering vision of
desired financial outcomes. It requires diligent practice in overcoming doubt and fear, replacing them with faith
and conviction.

Furthermore, acting in a Certain Way means approaching all tasks and opportunities with purpose and
efficiency, viewing them as steps towards your greater financial goals. This involves doing the best you can,
with all your heart, in every present moment. Embracing a creative mindset over a competitive one, focusing on
adding value and serving others, will naturally attract more resources and opportunities. By consistently
applying these foundational principles, individuals can harness the power of their own minds to create a reality
of greater wealth and fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core principle of Wallace Wattles' 'The Science of Getting



Rich'?

The core principle is that thought is the creative force, and by holding a definite vision of what you want and
believing in your ability to achieve it, you can influence the 'Formless Substance' of the universe to bring it into
reality.

How does Wattles emphasize the importance of 'Mental Impression' in wealth
creation?

Wattles states that 'Mental Impression' is crucial because it's how you impress your desire onto the Formless
Substance. This involves visualizing your desired outcome with clear emotion and unwavering belief,
essentially sending a blueprint for your success.

What does Wattles mean by the 'Certain Way' of getting rich?

The 'Certain Way' refers to a specific mindset and method of thought and action. It's not about luck or
external circumstances, but a consistent application of mental principles and acting in a 'Certain Way' that
aligns with the laws of abundance.

How does 'Gratitude' play a role in Wattles' philosophy?

Gratitude is presented as a powerful force for attracting more abundance. Wattles advises being thankful for
what you have, as this state of appreciation opens you up to receiving more and prevents a mindset of lack or
discontent.

What is Wattles' view on competition in the context of getting rich?

Wattles strongly advocates against competition, arguing that it stems from a scarcity mindset. He believes
there is enough for everyone and that focusing on creating value and serving others is more effective than
trying to take from or outdo others.

How should one approach 'Giving' according to 'The Science of Getting
Rich'?

Wattles suggests that giving is an essential part of the 'Certain Way.' It's not about sacrificing, but about
giving in a way that promotes your own growth and the growth of others, and doing so with a spirit of
abundance, not obligation.

What is the practical implication of 'Thinking from the Objective' vs.
'Thinking from the Cause' in Wattles' work?

'Thinking from the Objective' means focusing on external circumstances and limitations. 'Thinking from the Cause'
means recognizing your own power to influence reality through thought and belief, by aligning with the creative
principle rather than being subject to external conditions.

How does Wattles address the idea of 'Faith' in wealth acquisition?

Faith, in Wattles' context, is unwavering belief in the power of your thoughts and the underlying creative
intelligence of the universe to bring your desires into manifestation. It's the conviction that your vision is
already on its way and will materialize.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the science of getting rich by Wallace Wattles, with short descriptions:

1. The Science of Getting Rich for Modern Times
This reimagining updates Wattles' original principles for contemporary life. It explores how to apply the
"Certain Way" of thinking and acting in today's fast-paced world, focusing on mindset shifts and practical
strategies for wealth creation. The book emphasizes the power of visualization and belief in manifesting
abundance.

2. Your Power to Get Rich: A Wattles-Inspired Guide
This guide delves into the core tenets of Wallace Wattles' philosophy on wealth acquisition. It breaks down
the mental and spiritual foundations required to attract financial prosperity. Readers will learn to cultivate
a powerful mindset, overcome limiting beliefs, and harness their inner resources for financial success.

3. The Abundant Mind: Unlocking Your Wealth Potential with Wattles
This book centers on developing a mind attuned to abundance, drawing heavily from Wattles' teachings. It
explores the concept of thought as a creative force and how to direct one's thoughts towards prosperity.
The guide offers practical exercises and insights to reprogram the subconscious for wealth attraction.

4. Manifesting Wealth: The Wattles Method for Financial Freedom
This title focuses on the practical application of Wattles' ideas for achieving financial freedom. It outlines a
step-by-step approach to aligning one's thoughts, feelings, and actions with the pursuit of wealth. The book
highlights the importance of gratitude and focused intention in the manifestation process.

5. The Law of Attraction and Getting Rich: A Wattles Continuation
Building directly upon the foundations laid by Wallace Wattles, this book expands on the interconnectedness
of the Law of Attraction and wealth creation. It delves deeper into how to consciously use universal
principles to attract financial abundance. Readers will find strategies for maintaining a high vibrational state
conducive to receiving wealth.

6. The Richest Version of You: A Wattles Workbook
This interactive workbook guides readers through the process of becoming their "richest selves" using Wattles'
foundational principles. It includes exercises, journaling prompts, and self-reflection activities designed to
foster a wealth consciousness. The goal is to transform limiting mindsets into powerful drivers of financial
success.

7. Beyond Scarcity: Embracing Abundance with Wattles' Wisdom
This book offers a profound shift away from scarcity thinking, inspired by Wallace Wattles' optimistic
outlook. It challenges conventional notions of financial struggle and presents a path to unlimited potential.
The text emphasizes the importance of living in the present and acting with a firm belief in future abundance.

8. The Great Psychic Principle of Wealth: A Wattles Retrospective
This title explores the "Great Psychic Principle" at the heart of Wattles' philosophy, focusing on its role in
wealth creation. It examines how our thoughts and beliefs interact with a universal principle to bring about
material prosperity. The book encourages a deeper understanding of consciousness as the primary driver of
financial outcomes.

9. The Art of Living Rich: Inspired by Wallace D. Wattles
This book presents wealth not just as financial accumulation, but as a richer, more fulfilling way of life, as
envisioned by Wattles. It explores how cultivating a wealth mindset enriches all areas of one's existence. The
guide provides actionable advice on how to live abundantly while pursuing financial goals.
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