schindlers list questions and answers

schindlers list questions and answers delve into the profound historical narrative and
cinematic masterpiece that continues to resonate with audiences worldwide. This
comprehensive article explores frequently asked questions about Steven Spielberg's
acclaimed film, "Schindler's List," providing insightful answers that illuminate its historical
context, key characters, filmmaking techniques, and enduring legacy. We will address
common inquiries regarding the factual accuracy of the film, the motivations of Oskar
Schindler, the experiences of the Holocaust survivors depicted, and the film's impact on
historical understanding and remembrance. Prepare to gain a deeper appreciation for this
vital piece of cinema that meticulously reconstructs a critical chapter of human history,
prompting essential reflections on morality, resilience, and the consequences of
indifference.
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Understanding Schindler's List: Core Questions
Explored

Steven Spielberg's "Schindler's List" stands as a powerful cinematic testament to one of
history's darkest periods. The film, based on the true story of Oskar Schindler, a German
businessman who saved the lives of over a thousand Polish-Jewish refugees from the
Holocaust, prompts a multitude of questions. This section addresses fundamental queries
about the film's narrative, its production, and its place in historical discourse.

What is the primary theme of Schindler's List?

The primary theme of "Schindler's List" revolves around the capacity for both immense evil
and profound good within humanity, particularly during times of extreme persecution. It
highlights the moral complexities of survival, the courage of individuals who risked
everything to save others, and the devastating consequences of unchecked hatred. The



film underscores the importance of individual action and the idea that even a single life
saved is a victory against overwhelming darkness.

Is Schindler's List based on a true story?

Yes, "Schindler's List" is unequivocally based on a true story. It chronicles the actual efforts
of Oskar Schindler, a member of the Nazi Party and a war profiteer, who ultimately used his
factory and his influence to shield more than 1,100 Jews from deportation to extermination

camps. The film draws heavily from the historical accounts and testimonies of the survivors,
known as the "Schindlerjuden."

Why is Schindler's List filmed in black and white?

Steven Spielberg's decision to film "Schindler's List" in black and white was a deliberate
artistic choice to evoke the visual aesthetic of the era and lend a documentary-like feel to
the harrowing events. The monochromatic palette is intended to reflect the stark reality
and grim atmosphere of the Holocaust, emphasizing the absence of color and life during
that period. It also harks back to archival footage and photographs from the time, adding a
layer of historical authenticity and gravity.

Historical Accuracy and the True Story of Oskar
Schindler

A significant aspect of "Schindler's List" is its commitment to historical accuracy, albeit
within the confines of cinematic adaptation. Understanding the factual underpinnings of the
narrative is crucial for appreciating the film's significance as a historical document and a
work of art.

How accurate is Schindler's List to historical events?

While "Schindler's List" is renowned for its historical fidelity, it is important to remember
that it is a dramatization. Spielberg and his team conducted extensive research, consulting
with Holocaust survivors, historians, and utilizing historical documents to ensure the events
depicted were as accurate as possible. The film meticulously recreates the atmosphere and
the general timeline of events, including the liquidation of the Krakow Ghetto and the
conditions at the Plaszow labor camp. However, some narrative compressions and
composite characters are employed for dramatic effect, a common practice in biographical
filmmaking.

What was the historical context of Schindler's actions?

Oskar Schindler's actions took place within the brutal and systematic persecution of Jews by
the Nazi regime during World War II. The historical context is crucial: the Nazi ideology of



racial supremacy, the implementation of the "Final Solution," and the establishment of
ghettos and concentration camps created a climate of terror and mass extermination.
Schindler operated in occupied Poland, where the Jewish population was subjected to
increasingly severe measures, including forced labor, starvation, and ultimately, death in
extermination camps like Auschwitz. His factory, initially a means of profiting from the war,
became a sanctuary through his manipulation of bureaucracy and bribery.

Were there other "Schindlers" during the Holocaust?

Yes, while Oskar Schindler is the most famous, there were other individuals who, often at
great personal risk, attempted to save Jewish lives during the Holocaust. These were not
always large-scale operations but often individual acts of defiance, offering shelter, food, or
assistance. These rescuers, though less prominently documented than Schindler, represent
a crucial element of humanity's response to the atrocities. The "Righteous Among the
Nations" designation by Yad Vashem recognizes non-Jewish individuals who risked their
lives to save Jews from extermination.

Oskar Schindler: The Man, His Motives, and His
Transformation

The character of Oskar Schindler is central to the film's narrative and its exploration of
moral ambiguity. Understanding his background, motivations, and eventual transformation
is key to grasping the film's message.

Who was Oskar Schindler before the war?

Before the war, Oskar Schindler was a Sudeten German industrialist and a member of the
Nazi Party. He was known for his charm, his business acumen, and a somewhat
opportunistic lifestyle. He arrived in Krakow with the intention of capitalizing on the war by
acquiring a Jewish-owned enamelware factory and employing Jewish labor, which was
cheaper than Polish labor. His initial motivation was primarily financial gain.

What were Schindler's primary motivations for saving
Jews?

Schindler's motivations are complex and evolved over time. Initially, his primary driver was
economic opportunism. However, as he witnessed the escalating brutality and inhumanity
of the Nazi regime, particularly the horrors of the Krakow Ghetto liquidation and the
conditions at Plaszow, his perspective shifted dramatically. The film suggests that his
motivations transitioned to a deep-seated moral imperative and a growing sense of
responsibility for the lives under his care. He began to see his workers not as commodities
but as human beings deserving of protection. The sheer scale of the atrocities seemed to
awaken a conscience he may not have known he possessed.



How did Oskar Schindler manage to save so many
people?

Schindler's success in saving over 1,100 Jews was a result of several factors. He was a
shrewd negotiator and a master of bribery, using his connections and wealth to bribe Nazi
officials and SS officers. He strategically employed Jewish workers in his factory, claiming
they were essential to the war effort. He also cleverly manipulated the system by creating
"Schindler's List," essentially purchasing the freedom of his workers by declaring them
skilled laborers crucial for producing armaments. He maintained his factory in Brunnlitz,
Czechoslovakia, after closing his Krakow factory, further protecting his workers by ensuring
they were under his direct supervision and away from immediate extermination.

The "Schindlerjuden": Faces of Survival and
Resilience

The individuals depicted in "Schindler's List" are not merely characters; they are
representations of real people who endured unimaginable suffering. Understanding their
plight and their connection to Oskar Schindler is vital.

Who were the "Schindlerjuden?

"Schindlerjuden" is the German term for "Schindler's Jews," referring to the approximately
1,100 Polish-Jewish refugees whom Oskar Schindler saved from extermination by the Nazis
during the Holocaust. These individuals were employed in his factories in Krakow and later
in Brunnlitz. Their survival was directly dependent on Schindler's courage, resourcefulness,
and the complex web of bribes and influence he employed.

What was life like for the Jews in Krakow before
Schindler intervened?

Life for the Jews in Krakow under Nazi occupation was characterized by escalating
persecution and dehumanization. Initially, they faced restrictions, discrimination, and the
confiscation of property. This was followed by forced relocation into the overcrowded and
unsanitary Krakow Ghetto, where starvation and disease were rampant. The liquidation of
the ghetto, depicted graphically in the film, involved mass round-ups, forced labor, and
immediate deportation to concentration and extermination camps, often resulting in
immediate death. The constant threat of violence, arbitrary arrests, and the loss of loved
ones created an atmosphere of profound fear and despair.

How did Schindler's factory offer protection?

Schindler's factory, particularly his enamelware factory in Krakow and later his munitions
factory in Brunnlitz, offered a crucial form of protection by providing a temporary



sanctuary. By employing Jewish workers, Schindler made them appear indispensable for the
German war effort. This status, however tenuous, shielded them from immediate
deportation to extermination camps. The factory grounds provided a semblance of order
and safety, away from the direct violence and terror of the ghettos and camps, although
conditions within the factory were still harsh and labor was demanding.

Key Characters and Their Significance in
Schindler's List

The film features a cast of compelling characters, both historical and composite, whose
actions and experiences illuminate the complexities of the Holocaust and Oskar Schindler's
role within it.

Who was Itzhak Stern and what was his role?

Iltzhak Stern, portrayed by Ben Kingsley, was Oskar Schindler's Jewish accountant. He was
instrumental in helping Schindler establish and run his factory. Stern was a vital link
between Schindler and the Jewish community, assisting in the recruitment and
management of Jewish labor. He was also crucial in navigating the complex bureaucratic
requirements of the Nazi regime and often played a key role in advising Schindler and
facilitating his efforts to protect his workers. Stern represented the intelligence, resilience,
and quiet dignity of the persecuted.

Who was Amon Goth and what did he represent?

Amon Goth, played by Ralph Fiennes, was the commandant of the Plaszow labor camp and
a brutal SS officer. He represents the epitome of Nazi sadism and the arbitrary cruelty of
the regime. Goth's character is depicted as a psychopathic sadist who took pleasure in
tormenting and murdering Jews. He serves as a stark counterpoint to Oskar Schindler,
highlighting the stark contrast between depravity and humanity. His capricious violence
underscores the constant danger faced by all Jews under Nazi rule.

What is the significance of the girl in the red coat?

The young girl in the red coat is a powerful visual symbol within “"Schindler's List." She
appears briefly in the black and white film, her vibrant red coat standing out as the only
splash of color, making her a stark focal point amidst the grimness. The girl represents
innocence, vulnerability, and the individual lives that Schindler was fighting to save. Her
fate, as Schindler witnesses her being carried away amidst the liquidation of the Krakow
Ghetto, is a pivotal moment that appears to deeply affect him and galvanize his resolve to
act. She symbolizes the loss of innocence and the devastating human cost of the Holocaust.



Filmmaking and Artistic Choices in Schindler's
List

Steven Spielberg's direction and the technical aspects of "Schindler's List" were
meticulously crafted to convey the gravity and emotional weight of the story.
Understanding these choices enhances the appreciation of the film as a cinematic
achievement.

What were the challenges of filming Schindler’'s List?

Filming "Schindler's List" presented numerous challenges, both logistical and emotional.
The subject matter itself was incredibly difficult and emotionally taxing for the cast and
crew, requiring immense sensitivity and respect. Spielberg insisted on historical accuracy in
sets, costumes, and locations, often filming in Poland in authentic historical sites. The sheer
scale of the production, involving thousands of extras and complex crowd scenes, was a
significant undertaking. Furthermore, the ethical considerations of portraying such sensitive
material and ensuring that the film honored the victims and survivors were paramount.

How did the cinematography contribute to the film's
impact?

The cinematography by Janusz Kaminski was crucial to the film's profound impact. The
decision to shoot in black and white, as previously mentioned, created a sense of historical
realism and conveyed the bleakness of the era. Kaminski utilized stark lighting, dramatic
shadows, and hand-held camera work in moments of chaos and terror to immerse the
audience in the visceral experience of the events. The contrast between the stark reality of
the camps and the occasional moments of beauty or hope, like the brief use of color for the
girl in the red coat, served to heighten the emotional resonance of the narrative.

What is the significance of the ending scene with the
survivors?

The ending scene of "Schindler's List" features the actual survivors of Schindler's list and
the actors who portrayed them, walking hand-in-hand to Oskar Schindler's grave in
Jerusalem. This powerful and deeply moving conclusion breaks the fourth wall and directly
connects the cinematic portrayal to the enduring reality of the Holocaust and its survivors.
It serves as a poignant reminder of the real lives saved and the lasting impact of Schindler's
actions. The scene is a testament to the fact that these were not fictional characters but
real people whose lives were irrevocably changed by the events and by Schindler's
intervention.



The Impact and Legacy of Schindler's List

"Schindler's List" has had a profound and lasting impact on global consciousness, shaping
perceptions of the Holocaust and inspiring remembrance and education.

How did Schindler's List change perceptions of the
Holocaust?

"Schindler's List" brought the horrors of the Holocaust to a wider audience with
unprecedented realism and emotional depth. By focusing on a specific, human story of
rescue and survival, the film made the vastness of the Holocaust more relatable and
understandable. It moved beyond statistics to illustrate the individual suffering and the
profound impact of individual acts of courage. The film played a crucial role in educating a
new generation about this dark chapter and reinforced the importance of remembering and
learning from it to prevent future atrocities.

What is the enduring message of Schindler's List?

The enduring message of "Schindler's List" is multifaceted. It underscores the fragility of
civilization and the importance of vigilance against hatred and prejudice. It highlights the
extraordinary capacity for both evil and good that exists within humanity. Most importantly,
it emphasizes that even in the face of overwhelming darkness, individual acts of
compassion and bravery can make a monumental difference. The film is a powerful
testament to the value of every human life and the responsibility we have to protect one
another.

Where can one find more information about the
Schindlerjuden?

Information about the Schindlerjuden can be found through various reputable sources. The
Shoah Foundation, established by Steven Spielberg, has preserved thousands of
testimonies from Holocaust survivors, including many of Schindler's Jews. Yad Vashem, the
World Holocaust Remembrance Center in Israel, also maintains extensive archives and
resources on Holocaust survivors. Books written by historians and survivors, such as
"Schindler's Ark" by Thomas Keneally (the novel on which the film is based) and memoirs
from the Schindlerjuden themselves, offer further insights into their lives and experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary historical event depicted in



Schindler's List?

Schindler's List primarily depicts the Holocaust, specifically focusing on the persecution and
murder of Jews by Nazi Germany during World War Il, and Oskar Schindler's efforts to save
them.

Who was Oskar Schindler, and what was his role in the
film?

Oskar Schindler was a Sudeten German businessman and member of the Nazi Party who
initially sought to profit from the war by employing Jewish laborers in his enamel factory in
Krakow. However, he gradually became deeply affected by the atrocities and ultimately
spent his fortune and risked his life to save over a thousand Jews from extermination
camps.

What is the significance of the 'girl in the red coat' in
Schindler's List?

The girl in the red coat is a pivotal visual symbol in the film. She represents innocence lost
and the individual lives that are being systematically destroyed. Her solitary presence
amidst the chaos and brutality of the Krakow ghetto liquidation is a powerful and haunting
image that deeply impacts Schindler.

How does the film portray the Nazi regime and its
ideology?

The film portrays the Nazi regime as brutal, dehumanizing, and driven by a virulent
antisemitic ideology. It depicts the systematic nature of the persecution, the casual cruelty
of many perpetrators, and the pervasive fear and despair experienced by the victims.

What makes Schindler's List a significant film in terms
of its portrayal of the Holocaust?

Schindler's List is significant for its unflinching yet humanistic depiction of the Holocaust. It
moves beyond statistics to focus on individual stories of suffering and survival, highlighting
the moral complexities and the capacity for both immense evil and profound good in
humanity. Its black-and-white cinematography further enhances its historical and emotional
weight.

What was the historical accuracy of Schindler's List?

While based on true events and extensively researched, Schindler's List is a dramatization.
Some events and characters are composite, and certain liberties were taken for narrative
effect. However, the core story of Oskar Schindler and the rescue of his Jewish workers is
historically accurate and well-documented.



What is the lasting message or legacy of Schindler's
List?

The lasting message of Schindler's List is one of hope amidst despair, the importance of
individual action in the face of overwhelming evil, and a stark reminder of the horrors of the
Holocaust. It serves as a call to remember and to never let such atrocities happen again.

What is the 'Schindlerjuden' (Schindler Jews)?

The 'Schindlerjuden’ refers to the approximately 1,200 Jewish men and women who were
saved from certain death by Oskar Schindler. Their survival was due to Schindler's efforts to
employ them in his factories, effectively 'purchasing' their lives and providing them with a
degree of protection from the Nazi regime.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles and descriptions related to Schindler's List, focusing on the themes,
historical context, and the impact of the story:

1. Schindler's Ark: The True Story of the Man Who Saved More Than a Thousand Jews

This is the original novel by Thomas Keneally that inspired the film, offering a meticulously
researched account of Oskar Schindler's life and actions. It delves into the complexities of
his character, exploring his motivations, his initial opportunism, and his eventual
transformation into a rescuer. The book provides a detailed narrative of how he navigated
the treacherous landscape of Nazi-occupied Poland and orchestrated the survival of his
Jewish workers.

2. The List: A Novel

This fictional work imagines the stories and inner lives of the people on Schindler's list,
offering a more intimate and personal perspective on the Holocaust. It goes beyond
Schindler himself to explore the collective experience of those he saved, their hopes, their
fears, and their enduring resilience. The book seeks to give voice to individuals who might
otherwise be lost to history, highlighting the human cost of the atrocities and the power of
a single act of courage.

3. Schindler's Schindler: The Rabbi Who Was Saved by the Man Who Saved the Jews

This book focuses on the relationship between Oskar Schindler and Rabbi David Kahane,
one of the few prominent rabbis to survive the Holocaust. It sheds light on the crucial role
Rabbi Kahane played in aiding Schindler's efforts and how their unlikely bond represented a
beacon of hope amidst despair. The narrative explores the deep spiritual and emotional
connections formed under extreme duress, revealing the multifaceted nature of survival.

4. The Making of Schindler's List: John Williams' Score

While focusing on the film's music, this book delves into the emotional resonance and
historical weight that John Williams' score brought to the cinematic portrayal of Schindler's
story. It explores how the music amplified the film's themes of tragedy, loss, and ultimately,
the enduring spirit of humanity. Understanding the score can offer insights into the film's
intended emotional impact and its ability to connect audiences to the historical events.



5. Schindler's Orphan: A True Story of Rescue and Resilience

This is a memoir by one of the children saved by Oskar Schindler, offering a deeply
personal and harrowing account of their experiences during the Holocaust. It provides
firsthand testimony of the terror, the separation from family, and the eventual survival
through Schindler's intervention. The book serves as a powerful testament to the individual
stories of suffering and survival that the film and its source material represent.

6. In the Shadow of the Swastika: A Survivor's Account of Schindler's List

This is another memoir from a survivor on Schindler's list, presenting a direct and
unvarnished perspective on the events depicted in the film. It details the daily struggles,
the constant threat of death, and the profound gratitude felt towards Oskar Schindler. The
book offers a crucial, individual perspective that complements the broader historical
narratives, humanizing the statistics of the Holocaust.

7. The German Question: Schindler's Germany and Postwar Society

This academic work examines the complex legacy of Oskar Schindler within German
society, both during the war and in the aftermath. It explores how Germany grappled with
its past and the role individuals like Schindler played in challenging the dominant narrative.
The book investigates the societal implications of remembering and forgetting, and the
evolving understanding of German responsibility.

8. Schindler's City: Krakow Under the Nazi Occupation

This historical account focuses on the city of Krakow during the Nazi occupation, providing
the geographical and social context for Oskar Schindler's actions. It details the
establishment of the ghetto, the harsh realities faced by the Jewish population, and the
atmosphere that allowed for both extreme cruelty and clandestine acts of resistance.
Understanding Krakow's environment is key to appreciating the audacity and risks involved
in Schindler's rescue efforts.

9. The Unlikely Hero: Oskar Schindler's Moral Compass

This book specifically analyzes Oskar Schindler's character development and moral
evolution throughout the war. It probes the philosophical questions surrounding his choices,
exploring the tension between self-preservation and altruism. The narrative seeks to
understand the making of an unlikely hero and the ethical dilemmas faced by those who
chose to act against overwhelming evil.
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