ruth chapter 4 questions and answers

ruth chapter 4 questions and answers delves into the concluding narrative of the Book of Ruth, a
story of redemption, loyalty, and divine providence. This chapter is rich with legalistic customs and
profound theological implications, offering a compelling climax to Ruth and Naomi's journey. We will
explore key questions regarding the kinsman-redeemer, the role of Boaz, the significance of the
sandal-throwing ceremony, and the eventual lineage that connects to King David. Understanding Ruth
chapter 4 illuminates the ancient Near Eastern legal practices and God's unfailing plan for His people,
even amidst hardship. Prepare to uncover the answers to these pivotal questions and gain a deeper
appreciation for this timeless biblical account.

e The Role of the Kinsman-Redeemer in Ruth Chapter 4

Boaz's Actions and Motivations in Ruth Chapter 4

Understanding the Levirate Marriage and Redemption

The Significance of the Ceremonial Sandal Exchange

Key Characters and Their Significance in Ruth Chapter 4
e The Genealogy and its Importance in Ruth Chapter 4

e Theological Lessons from Ruth Chapter 4

Exploring the Kinsman-Redeemer's Role in Ruth
Chapter 4

The concept of the kinsman-redeemer, or go'el, is central to the narrative of Ruth chapter 4. This
ancient Near Eastern legal and social practice obligated a close male relative to redeem the property
or the person of a deceased family member to preserve the family line and inheritance. In Ruth
chapter 4, this role falls to a close relative of Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilion. The primary question
here is understanding the kinsman-redeemer's duties and how they are applied in this specific
context. The go'el had the right to buy back land that had been sold due to poverty and to marry the
widow of a deceased relative to raise up an heir for the deceased's name. This is precisely the
situation facing Naomi and Ruth.

What are the specific responsibilities of a kinsman-redeemer?

The responsibilities of a kinsman-redeemer were multifaceted. Firstly, they had the right of
redemption, meaning they could repurchase land that had fallen into debt and been sold. This
ensured that family property remained within the lineage. Secondly, they had the duty of avenging
blood if a family member was unjustly killed, though this aspect is less prominent in Ruth. Most



critically for Ruth chapter 4, the kinsman-redeemer had the obligation of levirate marriage. If a man
died without an heir, his brother or a close relative was to marry his widow and father children in his
deceased brother's name, thus continuing the family line and inheritance. This custom is deeply
embedded in the laws found in Deuteronomy.

Why was the nearest kinsman initially reluctant?

The nearest kinsman, whose name is not explicitly given in the text but is referred to as "a certain
relative," initially expressed a willingness to redeem Elimelech's property. However, when Boaz
clarified that redemption also involved taking Ruth, the Moabite widow, as his wife, the relative
demurred. His reluctance stemmed from a pragmatic concern: marrying Ruth would mean raising
children for the deceased Mahlon, and these children would inherit Elimelech's land. This would dilute
the redeemer's own inheritance. His statement, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest | impair my own
inheritance," highlights the financial and personal implications of fulfilling the kinsman-redeemer role
in this particular circumstance. He essentially opted out, prioritizing his own estate over the
continuation of Elimelech's line through Ruth.

Boaz's Righteous Actions and Motivations in Ruth
Chapter 4

Boaz emerges as a central figure of integrity and benevolence in Ruth chapter 4. His actions are not
merely legalistic adherence but are motivated by compassion, adherence to God's law, and a desire
to honor the covenant. His interactions with both the unnamed kinsman and Ruth demonstrate his
noble character. The questions surrounding Boaz's role often revolve around his willingness to step in
where others hesitated and his proactive approach to ensuring justice and blessing for Naomi and
Ruth.

How did Boaz initiate the redemption process?

Boaz acted with deliberate wisdom and public affirmation. He gathered ten elders of the city at the
gate, a place where legal transactions and public judgments were made. This public setting was
crucial for the validity of the redemption process. Boaz first addressed the unnamed kinsman, offering
him the right of redemption as per custom. When the kinsman refused, Boaz then publicly declared
his own intention to purchase the land from Naomi and to take Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon,
as his wife. This public declaration ensured transparency and established a legal precedent for the
subsequent marriage and land transfer.

What were Boaz's motivations for marrying Ruth?

Boaz's motivations were a blend of legal obligation, kindness, and a deeper sense of divine purpose.
Legally, as a kinsman of Elimelech, he had the right to redeem the property and family line. However,
his decision went beyond mere legal duty. He had already shown great kindness to Ruth and Naomi,
demonstrating his inherent compassion. Furthermore, his desire to "preserve the name of the dead in
his inheritance" was a testament to his respect for family lineage and God's commands concerning



the inheritance. It's also implied that Boaz recognized the virtuous character of Ruth, as mentioned
earlier in the book, and saw her as a worthy partner. His actions ultimately reflect a man seeking to
do what is right in the eyes of both man and God.

Understanding Levirate Marriage and Redemption in
Ruth Chapter 4

The Book of Ruth, and specifically chapter 4, provides a profound illustration of the ancient practice of
levirate marriage and the broader concept of redemption. These customs were designed to maintain
family continuity and ensure the welfare of widows and orphans in ancient Israelite society.
Understanding these biblical laws is key to comprehending the full significance of the events in Ruth
chapter 4 and the blessings that followed.

What is the purpose of levirate marriage?

The primary purpose of levirate marriage, derived from the Hebrew word yavam meaning "brother-in-
law," was to provide an heir for a man who died childless. According to the Law of Moses
(Deuteronomy 25:5-10), if a man died without a son, his brother was to marry his widow. The first son
born to this union would be considered the legal heir of the deceased brother, thereby preserving his
name and his inheritance within the family. This practice prevented the extinction of a family line and
ensured that the deceased's property did not pass out of the family to distant relatives or the state.

How does the concept of redemption apply beyond land?

While the concept of redemption in Ruth chapter 4 is clearly tied to reclaiming Elimelech's land, it
extends to redeeming the person of Ruth as well. Boaz's act of marrying Ruth was an act of
redemption not just for Naomi's estate, but for Ruth's future security and lineage. By marrying her,
Boaz ensured that Ruth, a foreigner and a widow, would have a place of honor and provision within an
Israelite family. Her offspring would be counted as the heirs of Elimelech, thus fulfilling the legal and
social requirements of redemption. This act of personal redemption highlights the compassionate
aspect of the go'el system.

The Significance of the Ceremonial Sandal Exchange in
Ruth Chapter 4

Ruth chapter 4 includes a uniqgue and memorable ceremony: the removal of a sandal. This action,
performed publicly at the city gate, carries significant legal and symbolic weight within the context of
ancient Israelite customs and the redemption process described in the chapter. Understanding this
ritual is essential to grasping the finality and public recognition of the transactions taking place.



What was the meaning of removing and giving a sandal?

The act of removing and giving away a sandal in ancient Near Eastern cultures, including Israel, was a
sign of finality and relinquishing of rights. When the unnamed kinsman refused to redeem the land
and marry Ruth, he publicly demonstrated his forfeiture of these rights by taking off his sandal and
giving it to Boaz. This gesture effectively declared, "l am giving up my claim. This matter is settled,
and the right now belongs to you." It was a legally binding act that ratified the transfer of the
redemption rights and the land from the unwilling kinsman to Boaz.

What does this ceremony signify for Boaz and Ruth?

For Boaz, the reception of the sandal signified his rightful assumption of the kinsman-redeemer role. It
publicly confirmed his legal authority to redeem Elimelech's property and to marry Ruth. For Ruth and
Naomi, it symbolized the end of their period of uncertainty and hardship. The sandal removal marked
the official transition of Ruth into Boaz's household, securing her future and ensuring the continuation
of Elimelech's family line. The elders, as witnesses, validated the public declaration and the
establishment of Boaz's new rights and responsibilities.

Key Characters and Their Significance in Ruth Chapter
4

Ruth chapter 4 features a limited cast of characters, but each plays a vital role in the unfolding of the
redemption narrative. Understanding their individual contributions and their relationships illuminates
the thematic depth of the chapter, emphasizing loyalty, integrity, and divine orchestration.

Naomi's Role in the Redemption Process

Naomi, having experienced profound loss, shifts from a figure of grief to one of strategic wisdom in
chapter 4. She directs Ruth on where to go and how to approach Boaz. Her presence at the city gate
during the redemption ceremony, though perhaps more symbolic than actively participating in the
legal discourse, underscores her vested interest in the outcome. Her ultimate relief and joy at the
birth of Obed demonstrate the culmination of her journey from bitterness to a renewed hope and faith
in God's provision.

Boaz as the Redeemer and Ancestor

Boaz is the epitome of the righteous kinsman-redeemer. His actions are characterized by honor,
justice, and compassion. He not only fulfills his legal obligations but goes above and beyond,
demonstrating genuine care for Ruth and Naomi. His willingness to marry Ruth, a Moabite, highlights
his adherence to divine principles over cultural prejudice. Boaz's significance extends beyond this
chapter, as he becomes a crucial link in the messianic lineage.



Ruth's Transition from Foreigner to Forebear

Ruth's journey in chapter 4 is one of profound transformation. From being a foreigner with no
inheritance or legal standing, she becomes a wife, a mother, and ultimately, an ancestress of the
Davidic line. Her quiet strength and loyalty throughout the book culminate in her acceptance and
integration into the Israelite community through marriage to Boaz. Her story is a testament to God's
ability to use anyone, regardless of their background, for His redemptive purposes.

The Role of the City Elders

The ten elders of the city serve as the official witnesses and arbiters of the legal proceedings in Ruth
chapter 4. Their presence at the city gate signifies the public and authoritative nature of the
redemption ceremony. They validate the transactions, ensuring that the transfer of land and marriage
rights are carried out according to the established customs and laws. Their participation lends
legitimacy and solemnity to the entire process.

The Genealogy and its Ultimate Importance in Ruth
Chapter 4

The conclusion of Ruth chapter 4 presents a genealogy that, at first glance, might seem like a dry
recitation of names. However, this lineage is of immense theological and historical significance,
connecting the humble Moabite woman Ruth to one of Israel's greatest kings and ultimately to the
Messiah.

Who are the key figures in the genealogy?

The genealogy presented is as follows: "Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered
Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz
fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David." This chain meticulously traces the
lineage from Perez (one of the sons of Judah born under difficult circumstances) down through
prominent figures in Israelite history, culminating in King David. The inclusion of Boaz and the specific
mention of Obed, born to Boaz and Ruth, is crucial.

Why is this genealogy significant for the Book of Ruth?

The genealogy is significant because it demonstrates the culmination of God's redemptive plan for
Naomi and Ruth. It shows that Ruth, the foreigner, through her loyalty and Boaz's righteous actions,
became the mother of Obed, who then became the grandfather of King David. This elevates Ruth
from an outsider to a pivotal figure in Israel's history. It also subtly reveals God's grace extending
beyond national boundaries, incorporating a Moabite woman into the lineage of Israel's most beloved
king.



What is the connection to King David and the Messiah?

The most profound significance of this genealogy lies in its direct link to King David. By establishing
Ruth and Boaz as David's great-grandparents, the Book of Ruth legitimizes David's claim to the
throne, even with his distant ancestry from Judah and Moab. Furthermore, this lineage is the same
one that the New Testament uses to trace the ancestry of Jesus Christ. Matthew's Gospel begins with
the genealogy of Jesus, which includes David, Boaz, and Ruth. Thus, Ruth chapter 4 concludes by
placing this humble story within the grand tapestry of salvation history, pointing towards the coming
of the Messiah.

Theological Lessons from Ruth Chapter 4

Ruth chapter 4, while detailing ancient customs, is replete with timeless theological lessons that
continue to resonate with readers. The chapter underscores God's sovereignty, His faithfulness to His
promises, and the profound impact of kindness and integrity within His divine plan.

God's Sovereignty and Providence

One of the most prominent lessons is the overarching sovereignty of God. Despite the hardships and
losses experienced by Naomi, God was orchestrating events behind the scenes. He guided Ruth to
Boaz's field, influenced Boaz's character, and ensured that the legal and social customs were fulfilled
in a way that ultimately brought about redemption and blessing. The chapter demonstrates that even
in seemingly hopeless situations, God's providence is at work, weaving together human actions and
divine purpose to achieve His will.

The Power of Kindness and Loyalty

The chapter reinforces the biblical emphasis on the virtues of kindness (hesed) and loyalty. Ruth's
unwavering loyalty to Naomi set the stage for her own blessings. Boaz's exceptional kindness and
adherence to righteousness distinguished him and made him an instrument of God's grace. The story
shows that these qualities are not only commendable but are often recognized and rewarded by God,
leading to unexpected fruitfulness and continuation.

Inclusion and Redemption for All

Ruth chapter 4 highlights the theme of inclusion. Ruth, a Moabite woman, was welcomed into the
Israelite community and became a vital part of its history and lineage. This demonstrates God's grace
extends beyond ethnic or national boundaries. Her redemption signifies that God offers redemption
and a place within His covenant people to all who demonstrate faith and faithfulness, regardless of
their background. The story challenges any narrow interpretation of God's covenant, revealing His
expansive love and redemptive purposes.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Ruth chapter 4, and how does it
relate to the concept of redemption?

The central theme of Ruth chapter 4 is redemption, specifically through the kinsman-redeemer (Goel)
law. Boaz acts as the kinsman-redeemer for Naomi and Ruth, fulfilling his duty to buy back their land
and marry Ruth to perpetuate the deceased husband's line. This act of redemption not only restores
Naomi's family and property but also brings hope and a future for Ruth and her lineage.

Who are the key figures involved in the redemption process in
Ruth chapter 4, and what are their roles?

The key figures are Boaz, who acts as the redeemer; Naomi, who initiates the process and is the
beneficiary; Ruth, who is the object of redemption and marriage; and the unnamed "closer kinsman"
who has the prior right but relinquishes it. Other elders of the city are present as witnesses to the
legal transaction.

What is the significance of the public ceremony and the act of
taking off a sandal in Ruth chapter 4?

The public ceremony before the elders signifies the formal and legal nature of the redemption. The
act of the closer kinsman taking off his sandal and giving it to Boaz is a public demonstration of him
relinquishing his right of redemption. This gesture is a legal act, symbolizing the transfer of ownership
and responsibility.

How does Ruth chapter 4 conclude the story, and what does
the genealogy at the end reveal?

Ruth chapter 4 concludes the story by bringing it to a peaceful and hopeful resolution. Ruth marries
Boaz, they have a son named Obed, who becomes the father of Jesse, the father of King David. The
genealogy at the end is highly significant, as it places Ruth, a Moabite foreigner, within the royal
lineage of Israel, demonstrating God's redemptive plan extending beyond ethnic boundaries.

What lessons can be learned from Boaz's character and
actions in Ruth chapter 4 regarding loyalty, integrity, and
generosity?

Boaz exemplifies loyalty to his family's heritage and to the law of redemption. His integrity is shown in
his willingness to fulfill his obligations even when it involved personal cost. His generosity is evident in
his kind treatment of Ruth from the beginning, his willingness to go through the legal process, and his
joy in providing a future for her and Naomi. His actions highlight the importance of righteous conduct
and compassion.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Ruth chapter 4 questions and answers, each with a short description:

1. The Kinsman-Redeemer's Vow: Understanding Boaz's Commitment

This book delves into the theological and practical implications of the kinsman-redeemer concept as
exemplified by Boaz. It explores the ancient Israelite laws surrounding redemption, inheritance, and
marriage, directly addressing the questions of why and how Boaz stepped in for Ruth. Readers will
gain a deeper appreciation for the covenantal responsibilities and ethical considerations that guided
Boaz's actions in chapter 4.

2. From Moab to Bethlehem: The Journey of Ruth's Redemption

This title focuses on the narrative arc of Ruth chapter 4, tracing the fulfillment of Ruth's story within
the community of Bethlehem. It examines the questions surrounding Ruth's acceptance, Naomi's
restored hope, and the surprising turn of events that led to her remarriage. The book highlights the
divine providence woven into the seemingly ordinary events of life and community.

3. The Gate of Justice: Examining the Legalities of Ruth Chapter 4

This work meticulously analyzes the legal proceedings described at the city gate in Ruth chapter 4. It
answers questions about the role of the elders, the specific requirements for a kinsman-redeemer,
and the public declaration of the transaction. The book provides historical and cultural context for
understanding the judicial processes and social customs of the time.

4. Boaz and Ruth: A Covenantal Love Story Unveiled

This book explores the deepening relationship between Boaz and Ruth, moving beyond simple
obligation to genuine love and commitment. It tackles questions about the progression of their
respect, the motivations behind Boaz's persistent kindness, and the eventual union that secured
Ruth's future. The narrative highlights the themes of loyalty, faithfulness, and God's blessing on
righteous relationships.

5. Naomi's Legacy: Finding Hope in the Midst of Loss and Redemption

This title centers on Naomi's experience throughout the book of Ruth, with a particular focus on the
resolution in chapter 4. It answers questions about Naomi's initial despair, her spiritual journey, and
her ultimate rejoicing at the birth of Obed. The book emphasizes how God can redeem even the most
painful circumstances and restore joy through unexpected means.

6. The Genealogy of Faith: Tracing the Lineage from Ruth to David

This book connects the events of Ruth chapter 4 to the broader biblical narrative, particularly through
the lineage established. It addresses questions about the significance of Obed's birth, his place in
David's ancestry, and the implications of Ruth's inclusion. The work underscores the importance of
seemingly minor figures in God's grand redemptive plan.

1. The Role of the Go'el: Understanding the Kinsman-Redeemer's Duties

This comprehensive study focuses specifically on the Hebrew concept of the "Go'el" as it is
demonstrated in Ruth chapter 4. It answers questions about the various responsibilities of the
kinsman-redeemer, including protection, land reclamation, and levirate marriage. The book
illuminates the ethical and social fabric of ancient Israel through this crucial role.

8. Bethlehem's Blessing: Community and Covenant in Ruth's New Beginning
This title explores the collective response of the community of Bethlehem to the events of Ruth
chapter 4. It examines questions about their witness to the legal proceedings, their embrace of Ruth,



and their celebration of the new family. The book highlights how faith and redemption are often
expressed and solidified within a community context.

9. Obed's Inheritance: God's Promise Fulfilled in Ruth's Son

This book delves into the significance of Obed's birth as the pivotal moment of redemption in Ruth
chapter 4. It answers questions about the immediate impact of his arrival on Naomi and Ruth, as well
as the long-term implications for their family and the future of Israel. The work emphasizes God's
faithfulness in fulfilling His promises through the generations.
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